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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 

proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, 

education, and service to others. 
 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended 

through gatherings which further strengthen and 
support us. We shall pursue this mission faithfully 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts 

and talents of our members. 

Start Lent Correctly 
 

 I know how busy everyone is but Lent is an opportunity 
for our spiritual growth that should not be missed. 
 

 In this line of thinking I would also like to suggest seven 
ways to make a better Lent. 
 

 1.   Pray privately. Start with five minutes a day using a 
Lenten booklet in a private place and moment to center 
yourself in Christ. Discover in prayer what God’s will is for 
you. Ask Him to set your mind ablaze with His light so that 
you will see clearly what you must do n faith and have the 
strength to do it. Take enough time to recharge your 
spiritual batteries. Encourage other family members to do 
the same. 
 2.   Pray publicly. Seek out and participate in the parish 
liturgies and special Lenten services, from the Stations of 
the Cross to Mass on a Wednesday morning. Share your 
overflow of Grace from private prayer with your second 
family here at St. Thomas More...particularly in the way you 
participate in our Sunday Liturgies. Determine this Lent to 
build your spiritual character by praying well, sing with a full 
voice, and by participating in as lively a fashion as is 
possible in all our weekend liturgies. 
 3.   Make your sacrifices a positive affirmation. Make 
certain that you understand that Lent is not only a time in 
which we ‘do without’, it is also a time in which we ‘do for.’ 
Don’t sop at material denials. Offering up a favorite TV 
show or Sunday morning coffee cake is nothing compared 
to giving up the pleasures of having the last word or being 
infallible. At least once each day refrain from saying “I told 
you so,” “I knew I was right,” and “it wasn’t my fault.” 
 4.   Give your time.  Give of yourself. Give your time, 
energy, effort, ear and heart unsparingly. Give without 
counting the cost or reward. Work in whatever capacity you 
are needed. If you don’t know where you are needed, ask 
for God’s guidance to lead you there. Members of our 
parish already serve at hospitals, nursing homes, soup 
kitchens, meals for the homeless, etc. Scripture tells us 
often that we find Christ most clearly by serving those who 
are in need. 
 5.   Give of your material blessings. Be good Stewards 
of the goods of the earth. Give of your money and do so 
without expecting anything in return. Learn that tithing is a 
gift given to us in Scripture. Sit down with your family and 
determine a percentage of your income that will go to the 
Church and a percentage that will go to other charities.  

If you are not prepared to tithe a full 10%, make some 
other determination. The key is to determine a specific 
percentage that you know you will offer, and when you 
make your offering, do it in the same way that you imagine 
Christ would...entirely our of love. 
 6.   Be actively concerned about the entire world. We 
live in a small, specific part of the world. But the Church 
calls us to a ministry that is universal. Read, listen, learn and 
become involved in making a more Christlike life by working 
for Gospel values in politics, the environment, world 
hunger, pro-life issues, peace and environment, armaments 
dispersal, etc. We have heard so much about all these 
topics that they lose their meaning for many people. This 
Lent, make them real. Remember that the bottom line is 
this: We are all one family trying to make a just and loving 
home out of this world. 
 7.   Keep a joyful sense of humor. Don’t let your 
imperfections or lapses...or those of others… get you down. 
If we were all perfect, we wouldn't be here nor would we 
need a church. 
 

 In contemporary America one of the biggest challenges 
is to take Lent seriously. But, of course, it’s up to you. Try to 
do as much of the above as you can and pray that all of us 
that make up St. Thomas More Parish will have a spiritually 
enriching Lent. 
 

 May God bless you always. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Deacon Michael Ingels 
†  Deborah Ranger 

†  Stan Sheremet—father of Cary Sheremet 
†  James Sheridan—husband of Kathi Sheridan 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Denise Ciaramitaro 

Linda Davis 
Rita Davis 

John DiClemente 
Brian Foos 

Nancy Heffernan 

Kyle Le Beau 
Shari Norman 

Michael O’Connor  
Nicholas Rinehart 

Joe Sokolowski 
Helen Walczak 

Christine Walker 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  March 5 
 4:30p  Tom Ermiger—28th Anniversary 
 

Sunday  March 6 
  8:30a  Virginia Gabriel—Special Intention 
   Anna Pennacchini 
 

11:30a  Brian Foos—Special Intention 
 

Wednesday March 9 
  9:00a  Helen and Robert Haddon—Anniversary 
   Andrew Ramirez Family 
   Susan Vaillancourt 
 

Saturday  March 12 
 4:30p  Vivian Boike—15th Anniversary 
 

Sunday  March 13 
  8:30a  Eugenia Cichanowicz—63rd Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Diane Chick—Birthday Remembrance 

Stewardship Reflections 
First Sunday of Lent 

 

“I have now brought you the first fruits of the products of 
the soil which you, O Lord, have given me.” 
       Deuteronomy 26:10) 
 
 

This line from the Old Testament offers two challenges.  
First, do we live our Stewardship by giving to God from our 
“first fruits” - the first and best that we have to offer, or do 
we give from what we have leftover? Second, do we realize 
that everything we have and that everything you are has 
been given to us by God? Ask God for a grateful and 
generous heart, every day, in all circumstances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, March 9, at 7:00 pm. Please join us to pray 

for intentions submitted by our parish members and 
for your own personal intentions. 

EASTER FLOWER MEMORIAL 
 

Envelopes are in the Gathering Area for donations to 
defray the cost of the flowers for the Easter season. You 
may give your donation in memory of, or to honor 
someone dear to you. Envelopes need to be returned by 
April 3 in order to be published in the Easter 
bulletin. Envelopes received after April 3 will 
be listed in the April 24 or May 1 bulletin, 
depending on the publishers early bulletin 
deadlines. Please put your envelope in the 
Offertory Box. 

 

                    Thank you for your generosity! 
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Readings for the Week of March 6, 2022 
 

Sunday First Sunday of Lent 
 Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15;  
 Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 
 

Monday Memorial of Saints Perpetua and Felicity,  
 Martyrs  Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15;  
 Mt 25:31-46 
 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint John of God, Religious 
 Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-5,6-7,16-17,18-19;  
 Mt 6:7-15 
 

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Frances of Rome,   
   Religious  Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13,  
   18-19; Lk 11:29-32 
 

Thursday Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138: 1-2ab, 2cde-3,  
 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 
 

Friday Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 7bc-8;  
 Mt 5:20-26 
 

Saturday Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119: 1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt 5:43-48 
 

Sunday Second Sunday of Lent 
 Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-8, 8-9, 13-14;  
 Phil 3:17-4:1 or Phil 3: 20-4:1; Lk 9:28b-36 

Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT — MARCH 12 & 13, 2022 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross, Sidney Johnson 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross, Sidney Johnson 

READER Phil Kotwick Keith Knauss Betsy Loock 

SERVERS Samantha Foley Isela Mulcahy Sydni Wood 

USHERS Jeff LaPointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Paul Kruse 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

Each moment that you spend in His Eucharistic 
Presence will increase His divine life within you  

and deepen your personal relationship and  
friendship with Him. 

 
 

Exposition of the Holy Eucharistic will be on 
Wednesday, March 16 after the 9:00 am Mass 

and end with Benediction at 12 noon. 

 

Stations of the Cross followed by 
Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 

Fridays in Lent at 7:00 pm 

 
 

† March 11:  Women’s Ministry 
 

† March 18:  Faith Formation 
 

† March 25:  Knights of Columbus 
 

† April 1:  Intercessory Prayer Group 
 

† April 8:  Choir 

Please Note—The mask requirement for Mass has been 
lifted. It is still strongly advised that masks be worn, but will 
be a Mass attendee’s preference. 
 

Also, please drop your contributions to the parish in the 
Offertory Box before or after Mass. The parish depends on 
your support. Thank you! 
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SPRING FORWARD! 
 

Daylight Saving Time 
 

Sunday, March 13 
Turn your clocks up one hour 
on Saturday night, March 12 

In our Parish 

                    Weekly Offertory Report  

February 20, 2022  

Weekly Budget/Goal $14,038.00 

Regular Weekly Envelope $5,508.00 

Regular Weekly Loose Donations $309.00 

Weekly E-Donations* $3,947.00 

*E-donations averaged weekly for month  

Weekly Overage/(Shortfall) ($4,274.00)  
  

Envelopes Issued 1170 

Envelopes Used Last Week 100 

Percent of Envelope Donations 9% 

Electronic Contributors 124 

  

FISCAL YEAR TOTALS  

Offertory Budget to Date        474,286 

Actual Offertory Received to Date        424,760 

Over/Under For Fiscal Year 2021-2022 ($49,526)  

 
 
 
 
 

STM Women’s Ministry Hosts 
 

Lenten Soup Supper and Stations of the Cross 
Friday, March 11, 2022 

 

Lenten Soup Supper 6:00-6:45pm 
Stations of the Cross 7:00-8:00pm 

 

Meal in Social Hall—Stations in Church 
Stations of the Cross are followed by Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament and Benediction 
 

Please RSVP for Soup Supper on the parish website 
(stthomasmoretroy.org),  

call the Faith Formation Office 248-647-4680  
or email FFSecretary@stmoffice.com 

Sacred Heart and 
The Family of Parishes Present 

MAGIC CARPET THEATRE’S 

The Parable Project 
Monday, March 14 at 7:00 pm 
Sacred Heart’s Father Kreft Hall 
3400 S Adams Rd, Auburn Hills 

 

Come and begin your Lent with a great experience! The 
Parable Project presents the Scripture stories of Jesus with 
a unique style of theater that is entertaining, holy, and 
interactive.  
 

The New Evangelization calls each of us to deepen our faith, 
believe in the Gospel message and go forth to proclaim the 
Gospel. You’re invited to attend this engaging, lively, and 
interactive performance of nine parables - including "The 
Good Samaritan," "The Parable of the Sower," and "The 
Lost Sheep" - that will inspire you to live this call today! 
 

Great for children and adults of all ages! 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sunday, March 6 
 1st Communion Parent/Student Meeting, 11:15a 
 Faith Formation Classes Grade 6-8, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, March 8 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-5, 5p and 6:45p 
 

 Wednesday, March 9 
 Mass, 9a 
 Christian Service Meeting, 9:45a 
 Called and Gifted Interviews, 5p 
 Baptism Class, 6:30p 
 Intercessory Prayer Group-, 7p 
 

 Thursday, March 10 
 Called and Gifted Interviews, 1p 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-3, 4:15p 
 SVdP Meeting, 7p 
 

 Friday, March 11 
 Lenten Soup Supper, 6p 
 Stations of the Cross and Adoration, 7p 
 

 Sunday, March 13 
 7th Grade Parent/Student Meeting, 7p 
 Faith Formation Classes Grade 6-8, 7p 

mailto:FFSecretary@stmoffice.com
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

 I went grocery shopping last week and during my 
shopping I came across a young mom and her son several 
times. Each time her son was asking if he could have 
something. Most of the time she would politely tell him no, 
but that didn't stop him from asking. As it happened, she 
was in front of me in the checkout line and sure enough he 
asked for just about everything on each side of the lane. 
She finally broke down and bought him a candy bar. I have 
noticed that, in most stores they have gum, candy, soda 
pop, and magazines in the checkout lines. For most people, 
me included, we are tempted at the last moment to buy 
something. 
 In our gospel, the Spirit led Jesus into the desert for 
forty days and the devil tries three times to tempt Him, but 
fails each time. Much like in baseball, three strikes and you 
are out, and the devil leaves him. 
 Most of you know that I bought a camper a couple of 
years ago. Since that time, I have noticed several camping 
groups on Facebook. There are many people that start out 
tent camping, and then move to a small travel trailer, and 
then to a larger one, and then finally they end up in a huge 
motorhome. Each time they get something better it was 
because they were tempted for something more; more 
space, more conveniences, and more creature comforts. I 
have often been tempted to look at some of these bigger 
campers and think it would be nice to own them, but then I 
look at what I have and realize it's perfect for my wife and I. 
I think some people lose the reason why they started 
camping. For me it's to get out into nature and enjoy the 
gift of creation that God has blessed us with. 
 At the start of Lent, most of us will give up or deny 
ourselves something for Lent; maybe coffee, chocolate, TV, 
or snacks and many times we will be tempted to have what 
we gave up. We need to stay strong and to look to our 
Savior as a model of the way He resisted the devil. Society 
wants to tempt us with all of its worldly things and we need 
to turn to Jesus to give us the spiritual graces to fight off 
society and its temptations. 
 I pray you stay strong through this Lenten season and 
say NO to the temptations that come your way. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 

Reflections From 
DEACON DON 

Jesus Shows Us His Way in the Wilderness 
by John Hannigan 

 

Today (Luke 4:1-13), Jesus goes to the desert to prepare for 
His mission, this right after being baptized and God speaking, 
“You are my beloved Son” (Luke 3:22). For 40 days Jesus 
fasted and prayed. The “New Adam” was tempted by Satan 
as Adam and Eve were tempted in paradise. But Jesus knew 
Satan and his lies, rebuffed temptations, and remained with 
God. As we enter our 40 days of Lent, imitating how Jesus 
met with temptation will prepare us for mission as His 
disciples, and help us on our way back to paradise. 

Jesus defeated three temptations of the Great Deceiver, 
each time quoting Deuteronomy, and remaining united with 
the Father. First, He refused to turn stones into bread to eat. 
Adam and Eve believed the lie that they would not die when 
they ate the forbidden fruit. As a result, they became 
separated from God and afraid, and saw death come into 
the world (Gen 3:1-13). Jesus said, “‘One does not live by 
bread alone’” (Luke 4:4), “but by all that comes forth from 
the mouth of the Lord” (Deut 8:3), trusting and remaining 
with God, the source of eternal life. Jesus will later turn 
bread into His Body, and leave us the Holy Eucharist through 
which we are fed, united with Him, and can have eternal life 
(cf., John 6:54). 
 Satan lied to Adam and Eve in claiming, “‘you will be 
like gods’” (Gen 3:5). Jesus was also tempted with “all the 
kingdoms of the world” and all “glory and power,” none of 
which were Satan’s to give, if Jesus would just worship 
Satan. Jesus quoted back the First Commandment, “You shall 
worship the Lord, your God, and him alone shall you 
serve” (Luke 4:8; Deut 6:13-14), and remained with God as 
His Son. 
 Satan tricked Adam and Eve into thinking God’s plan 
limited their power and freedom. Satan also tempted Jesus 
to reveal His power, but Jesus again quoted Scripture, “‘You 
shall not put the Lord, your God, to the test’” (Luke 4:12; 
Deut 6:16).  

How can we imitate Christ this Lent to prepare for 
mission and remain God’s adopted children? 
• Set aside time for a “desert experience.” Be alone with 

your heavenly Father in prayer and fasting.  
• Turn to Scripture and rely on “all that comes forth from 

the mouth of the Lord” (Deut 8:3) to help combat 
temptation.  

• Come to the Sacrament of Reconciliation and come be 
fed by the Eucharist. Christ gave these to us as part of 
God’s plan for our salvation.  

 

Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444    bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

Faith Formation Parish Directory 

PALMS TO ASHES 
 

The eighth grade confirmation children participated in a 
service last Sunday, February 27, where Palms from 
previous Palm Sundays were burned to use at our Ash 
Wednesday Masses. Deacon Don led the service and ended 
it with everyone singing “From Ashes to the Living Font.” 
What a great way for the children to kick off the Lenten 
season! Let us all pray for one another during this time of 
preparation until the celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection 
on Easter morning. 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com

