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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

The Holiest of all Weeks 
  

 Next week we will gather in church and proclaim: “Jesus 
Christ is risen today.” These are the familiar Easter words 
which will not only resound again within the walls of our 
Church but in churches all over the world. It is true of 
course, that as you read these words, we are still continuing 
the penitential season of Lent. But Lent does not exist for 
its own sake. Rather it exists to prepare us to celebrate with 
great enthusiasm the wonder and the joy, and the triumph 
of Jesus’ victory over sin and death. 
  

 People of faith rejoice at Easter because we have 
prepared for this great feast for 40 days. Now the holiest 
week is upon us. Holy Thursday begins what the Church 
calls the Sacred Triduum, the three-day period that marks 
the culmination of Jesus’ mission on earth. These three 
days, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday should 
be especially sacred to Catholics. In the long history of our 
Church these three special days were not listed as holydays 
of obligation because it was just presumed that among 
Christian people they would automatically be observed as 
sacred and celebrated accordingly. It is my sincere hope 
that the faith of each parishioner of St. Thomas More will 
impel him/her to come and take part in the liturgies of Holy 
Week. Plan your schedules to reflect the specialness of 
these sacred days. I invite you to live, again, the great 
mysteries of our faith by attending Holy Week services and 
receiving the Easter sacraments. Remember, St. Thomas 
More is blessed when you are present. So together let’s fill 
the Church and “raise the rooftop” in prayer and 
celebration! 
 

 Have a wonderful faith-filled week. See you in Church. 
  

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Communal Penance Service 
(With individual absolution) 
Tuesday, April 12, 7:00 PM 

 

Holy Thursday, April 14 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00 PM 

Washing of the Feet 
Devotion at the Altar of Repose until 10:00 PM 

 

Good Friday, April 15 
12:30-2:30 PM 

Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Reading of the Passion 
Adoration of the Cross 

Holy Communion 
 

Holy Saturday, April 16 
(No Confessions) 

Blessing of Food Baskets, 12:00 Noon 
Easter Vigil, 8:00 PM 

(By attending the Vigil, you fulfill your Easter obligation) 
 

Easter Sunday, April 17 
Mass 8:30 and 11:30 AM 

From the evening of Holy Thursday to the evening of  
Easter Sunday marks the Easter Triduum. Though 

chronologically three days, they are liturgically one day 
unfolding for us the unity of Christ's Paschal Mystery.  

The single celebration of the Triduum marks the end of the 
Lenten season, and leads to the  

Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord at the Easter Vigil. 

THE BLESSED EASTER BASKET 
 

The blessing of Easter food is an ancient and popular 
custom. All the food of course, is not brought into the 
Church, but a sample of the food that will be eaten on 
Easter is brought for the blessing. Here is some of the 
symbolic food you will want to include in your Easter food 
basket on Holy Saturday: 
 

EGGS, they are a symbol of life and rebirth. 
PASCHAL LAMB, usually made of butter or baked dough, a 
reminder that Jesus is the Lamb of God. 
KIELBASA, HAM, OR PORK, all these foods were forbidden 
under the law of the Old Testament but now are acceptable 
as Jesus comes and fulfills the old law and “makes all things 
new.” 
VINEGAR, reminds us of the gall which was given to Jesus as 
He hung upon His cross. 
HORSERADISH/PEPPER, it is symbolic of the bitter suffering 
Jesus endured during His passion and death.  Also a 
reminder that all who follow Jesus must also bear their 
crosses in life.  
SALT, to remind us of our Baptism and the Lord’s words, 
“You are the salt of the earth.” 
BREAD/SWEET BREAD, bread is a basic staple of life but it 
also symbolizes the bread of the Eucharistic meal. 
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Deacon Frederick F. Burrell 
†  Deacon Eugene T. Kowalski 

†  Antoinette Talbot—mother of Rev. Christopher Talbot 

Congratulations to the new member of God’s 
family, who was welcomed into the  

Catholic Church through the waters of 
Baptism on April 3, 2022 

 
 

       †  Leo Herbert Slade 
   Son of Patrick and Jillian (Callas) Slade 

 

May God bless and keep this little one safe in 
His tender love and mercy. 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  April 9 
 4:30p  Madalene Faycurry 
   Jan Sauter—Special Intention 
   Diane Thomas—Special Intention 
 

Sunday  April 10 
  8:30a  Carol Cahalan—4th Anniversary 
   Jim and Carol Hearrell—Special Intention 
   Tobia and Martha Kassa 
   Mark Wayde—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Edna and Ralf Crookston 
   Bob and Lee Ramirez—Special Intention 
 

Wednesday April 13 
  9:00a  Eli Serour—2nd Anniversary 
 

Sunday  April 17 
  8:30a  William and Rosemary Burg—Remembrance 
   Patros, Mary Ann and Charlene Hannish 
   Tobia and Martha Kassa 
   The Kowalczyk Family 
 

11:30a  John Conley 
   Art Gliska—Remembrance 
   Dagoberto Krambeck 

 
 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, April 13, at 7:00 pm. Please join us to pray 

for intentions submitted by our parish members and 
for your own personal intentions. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Rosanne Bishop 
Denise Ciaramitaro 
John DiClemente 

Brian Foos 
Charles Hatton 

Nancy Heffernan 

Laura Hodgson 
Nicholas Rinehart 

Joe Sokolowski 
Diane Thomas 
Helen Walczak 

Christine Walker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Claire Demiryan and Daryl Pea—1st 
 

Please keep this couple in your prayers as they prepare to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. 

       Janet Kellett 
 

     Died on March 14, 2022 
        Buried from St. Thomas More 
         On March 22, 2022 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and 
let perpetual light shine upon her. 

Amen 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—THE RESCURRECTION OF THE LORD— APRIL 16 & 17, 2022 

MASS TIME 8:00 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross, Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross, Sidney Johnson 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach, Sidney Johnson 

READER Joan Reddy, Leslie Ward Dan Parente Joan Reddy 

SERVERS TBD Randy Skala Matthew Azzam, Duarte Bobone 

USHERS Gerry Gostomski 
Jeff LaPointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Paul Kruse 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Mary Ann Hannigan David Michalak Marvin Olane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Celebrating and receiving the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is a great road back to God. It is a channel of 
grace to live with new joy and freedom. 
 The Sacrament of Reconciliation is God's gift to us. In 
the story of the Prodigal Son, Jesus tries to tell us that God is 
simply waiting for us to "come home." In the story, the 
father is not only waiting, he is out by the road longing for 
the wayward son to return. And when the son begins to give 
his practiced speech of repentance, the father interrupts 
him and shouts orders to begin the celebration. Jesus is 
telling us that this is how God feels about our reconciliation. 
It isn't about our having to shame ourselves or face being 
scolded. It is all about letting ourselves receive the merciful 
and healing love and peace that only God's love can give us. 
 We must never forget what happens in the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. Our sins are forgiven! They are taken 
away. The slate is wiped clean. We have a new beginning - a 
fresh start. We receive God's mercy and are filled with God's 
peace. And, once this total and complete forgiveness 
happens, deep and lasting healing can happen as well. 
 

Please join us on Tuesday, April 12 at 7:00 pm! 

April 12 at 7:00 pm 

Readings Sunday, April 10 
 

Palm Sunday 
of the Passion of the Lord 

 
 Lk 19:28-40; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 

19-20,23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14-23:56 or Lk 23: 1-49 

Palm Sunday 
 

Palm Sunday is the final Sunday of Lent, the beginning of 
Holy Week, and commemorates the triumphant arrival of 
Christ in Jerusalem, days before he was crucified. 
 

Palm Sunday is known as such because the faithful will 
often receive palm fronds which they use to participate in 
the reenactment of Christ's arrival in Jerusalem. In the 
Gospels, Jesus entered Jerusalem riding a young donkey, 
and to the lavish praise of the townspeople who threw 
clothes, or possibly palms or small branches, in front of him 
as a sign of homage. This was a customary practice for 
people of great respect. Palm branches are a widely 
recognized symbol of peace and victory, hence their 
preferred use on Palm Sunday. 
 

The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic, it 
represents the humble arrival of someone in peace, as 
opposed to arriving on a steed in war. A week later, Christ 
would rise from the dead on the first Easter. 
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In our Parish 

Parish Office Open Good Friday, 
April 15, 9:30 am—Noon 

 

Closed Easter Monday, April 18 
 

Office reopens on Tuesday, 
  April 19 at 9:30 am 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Sunday, April 10 
 First Communion Parent/Student 
 Meeting, 10a 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 6-8, 7p 
 The Passion of the Lord Through Art, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, April 12 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-5, 5p and 6:45p 
 Communal Reconciliation Service, 7p 
 

 Wednesday, April 13 
 Mass, 9a 
 Intercessory Prayer Service, 7p 
 

 Thursday, April 14 
 Hospitality Committee Meeting, 10:30a 
 Holy Thursday Mass, 7p 
 

 Friday, April 15 
 Parish Offices Close, 12:00p 
 Good Friday Services, 12:30p 
 

 Saturday, April 16 
 Blessing of Food Baskets, 12:00p 
 Easter Vigil, 8p 
 

 Sunday, April 17 
 Easter Masses, 8:30 and 11:30a 

HOSPITALITY: the friendly and generous reception and 
entertainment of guests, visitors, or strangers; the quality 
or disposition of receiving and treating guests and 
strangers in a warm, friendly, generous way. 
 

Does this fit your thoughts about hospitality? Do you enjoy 
entertaining? Are you looking for a volunteer opportunity 
at St. Thomas More? 
 

The parish is in need of volunteers to be part of the 
Hospitality Committee. The qualifications and 
responsibilities are as follows: 
 

•   Have a welcoming disposition 
•   Warm & friendly 
•   Have a few hours periodically for events at the parish 
•   Willing to coordinate the needed food for an event 
•   Set up food and beverages for an event 
•   Treat strangers in a warm, friendly, generous way 

 

If you would like to put your welcoming, warm, and friendly 
personality to use, please join us at the first meeting of the 
committee on Thursday, April 21 at 10:30 a.m. If you are 
unable to attend and would like to join, or want more 
information, please contact Lois Sokolowski at the Parish 
Office or email lois@stmoffice.com. 

 
Bike Drive! 

 
 

Do you have a bike in your garage you're no longer using? 
Are you willing to donate it so people in need can use it for 
transportation? All pedal bikes accepted. We already have 
a group who will repair if necessary or refurbish the bikes 
for use. 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society of St. Thomas More is 
looking for someone who can share their time for one 
weekend in May and help coordinate our Bike Drive. After 
postponing the past couple of years because of the 
pandemic, we again want to hold a Bike Drive this May. The 
person who coordinated this in the past is no longer able to 
continue because of declining health yet, is willing to 
explain what's needed and help you get started. Those able 
to help with the Bike Drive, please contact Denise Sauter, 
SVdP President:  248 248 828-8186 

mailto:lois@stmoffice.com
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Reflections 
FROM DEACON DON 

The Challenge of Discipleship 
by John Hannigan 

 

In the first Gospel reading today (Luke 19:28-40), we 
hear how Jesus’ disciples were eager to be with Him for His 
grand entry into Jerusalem. Disciples welcomed Jesus into 
the city, spreading cloaks before Him, and a “multitude of 
His disciples began to praise God aloud with joy.” In John 
(12:12-15), a multitude of disciples waved palm branches 
“and cried out, ‘Hosanna!’” Almost everyone was with Jesus 
that day. 

The public honoring of Jesus angered Pharisees, the 
religious/civic leaders who determined what behavior was 
acceptable in society. When they flexed their political 
muscle over the next few days, controlling the narrative for 
Pilate and the people gathered in the square, the same 
cheering throng of disciples abandoned Jesus and became 
the jeering mob that spat at Him as He carried His Cross. 

Very few stayed with Jesus on his Way to Calvary. 
Maybe others weren‘t committed, but just liked nice things 
Jesus said, or got caught up in the moment. We see 
ourselves among the good people who welcomed Jesus into 
Jerusalem shouting “Hosannas!” Yes, we do praise and 
acknowledge Christ is Lord when we wave our palms today. 
We’re comfortable proclaiming Christ King in our church. 
But out in the public square, where professing Christian 
beliefs may be “unacceptable” to politicians and “social 
influencers” who control the narrative, being a disciple, 
standing with Jesus, can be a challenge.  

Reflecting on Christ’s Passion this Holy Week, 
remember that disciples follow Jesus closely. We can 
remain with Him when we take up our crosses, keep the 
Law He has written on our hearts, and turn to Him to 
forgive our sins. We strive to be faithful disciples when, fed 
by His Body and Blood, we may go forth from Mass into the 
world with courage enough to share the Good News, to 
speak lovingly the truth Pilate did not want to hear, to 
stand against injustice, to be a witness to love in the face of 
intolerance, or disregard of neighbor, or of life itself. 

Embrace the liturgies of Holy Week. Give thanks for the 
gifts of the Eucharist and the priesthood we celebrate on 
Thursday. Join our sufferings with Christ on Good Friday. 
Renew our Baptismal promises at Easter. Celebrate our 
salvation in the Resurrection of the Lord by joyfully singing 
out our “Alleluias!” Pray for the Grace to rise and meet the 
challenge of discipleship, to stay with Jesus at all times and 
places, to remain close to the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

 

Questions or Comments? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion 
 

 Last year on one of our camping trips we wanted to 
stay at a Harvest Host farm called Sanctuary Farms and Rest 
House. The farm is a place where they rescue Alpacas, but 
it is also a rehab farm for those struggling with addictions. 
We left one campground late due to truck problems and 
ended up getting to the farm later than we wanted. Turning 
off a paved road we traveled down a gravel road and 
sometimes that road looked like two tracks through a farm 
field. I prayed that the road kept going because I didn't see 
any place to turn around and besides that it was pitch black 
out. Finally, after several miles we came to a mail box and 
called the owner of the farm and we were right in front of 
their house. All we had to do is back up into the place they 
had for us. The next day we got to hand feed the Alpacas 
and tour the farm. It was well worth the effort it was to get 
there. 
 

 In the reading at the start of Mass we hear of Jesus 
riding into Jerusalem on a colt. The people along the way 
are placing palm branches and their cloaks on the road. I 
can only imagine the road being that of dirt and all wet and 
muddy, nothing like our roads of today. The people wanted 
to cover up the mud and muck so that their King has 
something nice to travel on. 
 

 When I read this my thoughts are, what kind of road 
have we traveled on? What kind of mud and muck have we 
experienced? Have we traveled down a dark gravel road 
seeking a place of refuge for the night or have we had a 
smooth road to travel on this Lent? Some had a road with 
pot holes in it, experiencing perhaps a death of a loved one 
or some bad health news. Some are experiencing a rough 
road with the rising food and fuel costs and are struggling 
to get by. Some are on a road with twisting turns and 
narrow bridges and are white knuckling the ride and are 
about to give up. But some are on a smooth road and are 
making plans for a vacation or a visit with loved ones to get 
away from the mud and muck of life. Whatever road you 
are on, I pray that Jesus is your driver and you have trusted 
in Him to get you to the place you need to be. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 

proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, 

education, and service to others. 
 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended 

through gatherings which further strengthen and 
support us. We shall pursue this mission faithfully 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts 

and talents of our members. 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444    bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

In our Parish Parish Directory 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please Note:  There will be no Coffee and 
Conversation this Sunday, April 10 and no Coffee and 

Conversation after the 11:30 AM Mass on  
Easter Sunday, April 17. 

 

All Coffee and Conversation will resume on 
Sunday, April 24 

                    Weekly Offertory Report  

March 27, 2022  

Weekly Budget/Goal $14,038.00 

Regular Weekly Envelope $7,378.50 

Regular Weekly Loose Donations $548.00 

Weekly E-Donations* $3,798.00 

*E-donations averaged weekly for month  

Weekly Overage/(Shortfall) ($2,313.50) 

  

Envelopes Issued 1154 

Envelopes Used Last Week 101 

Percent of Envelope Donations 9% 

Electronic Contributors 125 

  

FISCAL YEAR TOTALS  

Offertory Budget to Date          546,392 

Actual Offertory Received to Date          486,404 

Over/Under For Fiscal Year 2021-2022 ($59,988) 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com

