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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 

Fuel the Mission 
Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) 2022 

 

 The Archdiocese of Detroit began the 2022 Catholic 
Services Appeal Campaign May 7, 2022. St. Thomas More 
will be mailing the CSA letter to your home this week. 
 

 This year’s campaign theme is “Fuel the Mission”.  
Catholic Services Appeal “fuels” ministries, programs, and 
services that serve the material and spiritual needs of the 
people of southeast Michigan, work that one parish alone 
could not do. The generous gifts from St. Thomas More 
parishioners, along with the other 217 parishes, allows the 
Archdiocese of Detroit to continue its mission in Southeast 
Michigan. 
 

 One of the favorite images people have of Jesus is that 
of the Good Shepherd. A shepherd is one who takes care of 
his flock. He protects it. He takes care of their needs. He 
defends the flock against anything that would harm it. 
Within the Archdiocese of Detroit, Archbishop Vigneron 
serves us as our chief shepherd. His duties extend beyond 
any one parish. He must be concerned about all the 
parishes, institutions, programs, and ministries of the 
Archdiocese. 
 

 Please take a moment when you receive your pledge 
material to consider what you are able to pledge in the 
form of a one-time gift, quarterly, or monthly pledge. The 
parish has set a target of $200,000 in hopes that any 
overage returned to the parish will be added to the parish’s 
maintenance fund. Monies in the maintenance fund will 
allow us to make any unforeseen or upcoming repairs to 
the buildings and mechanical without the need to approach 
the parish for additional donations. The people of St. 
Thomas More have been so good and generous in past 
years, but we need everyone’s participation to make this 
year’s drive successful, too. 
 

 If you have questions or comments, please do not 
hesitate to contact our Business Manager, Lois Sokolowski 
at the parish office: 248-647-2222 or lois@stmoffice.com.  
Please consider making your pledge online at givecsa.org. 
 

 Together, as parishioners of St. Thomas More, let us 
strive to make our parish a shining example. I am counting 
on your support and generosity (and so many others are, as 
well). Please also be assured of God’s blessing for your 
personal participation in helping accomplish His work. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 A couple of weeks ago I vacationed in Cashiers, North 
Carolina. Cashiers is in the Blue Ridge Mountains and there 
are sixty-three waterfalls in that area and for several days 
my wife and I would go waterfall hunting. Some were on 
the side of the road, some were a long hike to get to, and 
two of them I got to walk behind. It is so relaxing to sit next 
to a small water fall and listen to the water pass through 
the rocks of the river. Sitting out in nature is certainly a 
place to find the peace of God in His creation. 
 

 In our gospel Jesus tells his disciples, "Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give to you, not as the world gives do I 
give it to you." The world falsely promises that if you are 
successful in this life and work hard for all you desire you 
will find peace. But Jesus is telling us that only in Him do we 
find peace. 
 

 How do we find peace in our life? Where do we go to 
get away from our problems? Some men may think if I have 
a "Man Cave," or some women may think if I had a "She 
Shed," I would have a place to get away from my problems, 
but as soon as they come out of "their place," the problems 
are still there. For many years I thought if I could get away 
on vacation that I could relax, and I did. But as soon as the 
vacation was over, I would have to play catch-up on all the 
things that were waiting for me when I got back. It wasn't 
until I joined the Catholic Church and I found a relationship 
with Jesus did I find true peace. I still have things that I have 
to deal with, but I can turn to Jesus and sit in His presence 
and I find the problems are not so troublesome and are 
easier to deal with. Peace comes with the ability to lay your 
problems at the feet of Jesus and to let Him help with 
them. For me I am still a work in progress with leaving my 
problems at His feet and not picking them back up, but I am 
getting better at it. Jesus never said that we would not have 
a cross to bear, but that He would help us carry them. 
 

In Christ's peace, Deacon Don 

mailto:lois@stmoffice.com
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Christine Hendricks—mother of Heidi Johnson 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Congratulations to the new member of God’s 
family, who was welcomed into the  

Catholic Church through the waters of 
Baptism on May 15, 2022 

 
 

        †  Judson William Brooks 
       Son of Colin and Catherine (Roff) Brooks 

 

May God bless and keep this little one safe in 
His tender love and mercy. 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  May 21 
  4:30p  Fr. Dom Flores—for Healing 
 

Sunday  May 22 
  8:30a  Wanda Kaptur—Birthday Remembrance 
   Carol Simmons 
 

11:30a  Waldemar Gmurowski 
 

Wednesday May 25 
  9:00a  James Green—25th Anniversary 
   Theresa Nido—Special Intention 
   Helen VanLoon—Special Intention 
 

Saturday  May 28 
  4:30p  James David Pawlowski—2nd Anniversary 
   Jim Pawlowski 
   In memory of the Men and Women who gave 
   their lives in the Service of our country. 
 

Sunday  May 29 
  8:30a  Patros, Mary Ann and Charlene Hannish 
 

11:30a  In memory of the Men and Women who gave 
   their lives in the Service of our country. 

 
 

 SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
      May 21, 2022 
 
 

 

         Christina Manceor and Connor Drew 
 

       May God grant them a lifetime of love, 
      health, and happiness. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Rosanne Bishop 
Denise Ciaramitaro 
John DiClemente 
Charles Hatton 

Nancy Heffernan 
Chris Rich 

Nicholas Rinehart 
Joe Sokolowski 
Diane Thomas 
Helen VanLoon 
Helen Walczak 

Michael Whinihan 

 

                Pray for Our Confirmandi 

        who will be Confirmed on 
       Thursday, June 2 at 6:00pm 

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth. 

Mass Intentions and Prayer Lists 
 

Due to an earlier Bulletin deadline for the May 29th 
Bulletin, names that are added to our Prayer Lists and 
Mass Intentions schedule after this Thursday, May 19, will 
not be in the Bulletin until the week of June 5th. 
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Worship 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 

proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, 

education, and service to others. 
 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended 

through gatherings which further strengthen and 
support us. We shall pursue this mission faithfully 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and the gifts 

and talents of our members. 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—ASCENSION OF THE LORD— MAY 28 & 29, 2022 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross, Sidney Johnson 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross, Sidney Johnson 

Fr. John Vandenakker 
Michael Stach, Sidney Johnson 

READER Phil Kotwick Joan Reddy Chuck Moss 

SERVERS Amy Surowiec TBD Riley Logan 

USHERS Jeff LaPointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Paul Kruse 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Marvin Olane 

Readings For the Week of May 22, 2022 
 

Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Rev 21:10-14, 
  22-23; Jn 14:23-29 
 

Monday Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a & 9b;  
  Jn 15:26—16:4a 
 

Tuesday Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8;  
  Jn 16:5-11 
 

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Bede the Venerable,  
   Priest and Doctor of the Church 
   Acts 17:15, 22-18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 13, 14; 
   Jn 16:12-15 
 

Thursday  Memorial of Saint Philip Neri, Priest 
   Acts 18:1-8; 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 16:16-20 
 

Friday Memorial of Saint Augustine of Canterbury,  
  Bishop  Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7;  
  Jn 16:20-23 
 

Saturday Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10; Jn 16:23b-28 
 

Sunday Ascension of the Lord 
 Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9; Eph 1:17-23 or 
 Heb 9:24-28; 10:19-23; Lk 24:46-53 

The Knights of Columbus Announce 
 

     Special Prayer Service and Rosary 
        with Pilgrim Icon of St. Joseph 
 

            Sunday, May 29 at 2:00 pm 
                 at St. Thomas More 

 
 

 

The STM Knights of Columbus of Council #8659 invite all to 
a very special prayer service and rosary with a blessed icon 
of St. Joseph traveling across the country. The service will 
include a special recitation of the Joyful Mysteries with 
reflections on the role of St. Joseph in the moments in 
Christ’s early life. 
 

Don’t miss the beautiful opportunity to deepen your 
appreciation for the stepfather of Jesus, and to call on his 
intercession! 
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THE FIRST OF THE MONTH COLLECTION 
St. Vincent de Paul—June 4 & 5 

 

We are asking for specially needed items. Some 
suggestions include—Kleenex, toilet paper, paper towel, 
cleaning supplies, bath soap, deodorant, dish soap, laundry 
detergent, shampoo, toothpaste, etc. These items are not 
covered in the Bridge Card programs that many of the 
needy use for purchases. 

 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity 
and support! 

In our Parish 

St. Thomas More Blood Drive 
DONORS NEEDED 
to donate Blood on 

Thursday, June 9, 2022 
12:00 – 6 pm in the Social Hall 

 

Together, we can save a life….. Please volunteer to be a 
donor at the STM American Red Cross Blood Drive. 

 

To sign-up to be a Donor and to better ensure you  
will get your desired time: 

 

Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code -
stthomasmore or sign up on the schedule at the 
Information Counter. When online, complete the RAPID 
PASS form for quicker registration. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help during the Blood Drive 
with registration or the cookie and juice table. If you are 
able to do a 3 hour shift, 12:00-3:00pm or 3:00-6:00pm. 
 

For more information, or if you have any questions, please 
call or text Chris Reynaert at 248-227-6759 or email 
chris.reynaert@gmail.com. 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Sunday, May 22 
 Name Tag Sunday 
 Justice and Peace Forum, 2p 
 

 Wednesday, May 25 
 Mass, 9a 
 

 Thursday, May 26 
 SVdP Meeting, 7p 
 

 Sunday, May 29 
 Knights of Columbus Rosary, 2p 

 
       SVdP Camp Ozanam 
          Openings 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The St. Thomas More Conference of SVdP is blessed to 
share an opportunity with families struggling financially or 
suffering some other hardship, with children between the 
ages of 8 and 14. If this applies, we'd like to offer your child
(ren) the opportunity to attend Camp Ozanam this summer 
for free! 
 

Camp Ozanam is located in Port Sanilac, MI and provides 
children the chance to experience a free week of summer 
residential camping. Children will enjoy the great outdoors, 
making new friends, and life-long memories this summer at 
Camp Ozanam. 
 

For more information, please contact St. Thomas More 
SVdP at 248 530-4654. 

Justice and Peace Forum on Homelessness 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, May 22 
2:00-4:00pm in the Social Hall 

 

• What is the Christian response to homelessness? 
• Why are people homeless? 

• What can you do about homelessness? 
 

Please join us for a presentation on homelessness by Fr. 
Tom Lumpkin, the founder of Manna Meals Soup Kitchen in 
Detroit and Day House, a residential home for women. Hear 
from former homeless people. 
 

Sponsored by the Justice and Peace Catholic Coalition 

 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 
MONDAY, MAY 30 

 

Parish Offices are Closed 

 

 
 

Enjoy a safe and glorious day of Remembrance 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:chris.reynaert@gmail.com
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Don’t just GO to Church 

BE the CHURCH 

Teachings for Disciples of The Gospel of Life 
by John Hannigan 

 

I think “panic” is the right word to describe the broad 
public, media and political reactions to the possibility that 
Roe v Wade, the Supreme Court precedent permitting 
abortion on demand, may be overturned. The fear-based 
rancor, rhetorical deviousness, and abuse of language by 
abortion advocates create a daunting arena for Christians 
wanting to advocate for the lives of unborn children, and 
for women.  

As disciples of Christ, how do we bring The Gospel of 
Life into that arena? Where do we find the courage to do so 
unpopular a thing as being “Pro-Life” in America? The first 
step is to understand why the Church teaches abortion is 
wrong so we may lovingly address “pro-choice” errors as 
we advocate for women who view their pregnancy as a 
“crisis.”  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church begins with the 
5th Commandment (¶2258): “You shall not kill” (Ex 20:13), 
“the innocent … you shall not put to death” (Ex 23:7). 
“Direct and indirect intentional killing [is] gravely 
sinful” (¶2268), particularly infanticide and abortion. 
“Human life must be respected and protected absolutely 
from the moment of conception. From the first moment of 
his existence, a human being must be recognized as having 
the rights of a person - among which is the inviolable right 
of every innocent being to life” (¶2270). These Catholic 
teachings also reflect Natural Law, the basis on which the 
Declaration of Independence holds these same “truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.” Our first right is life, without which freedom 
and prosperity are meaningless. This truth also means the 
right to life is not given by any government, but by God. 
From its earliest years, the Church taught against cultures 
that permitted abortion and infanticide. The Didache, a 2nd 
century summary of Catholic teachings, states plainly that 
“…you shall not murder a child by abortion nor kill that 
which is begotten” (2:2). 

To deny these truths requires believing frank untruths: 
that governments grant life, that unborn babies are not 
innocent, or are not human, or are not alive. This begins 
“pro-choice” rhetoric. In later weeks I will discuss how 
language choices shape debate, and how we can act to help 
women and children, and to  restore a culture of life in 
America. 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Stewardship Reflection 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

The concept of hospitality is fundamental to a stewardship 
way of life. When we envision hospitality, we naturally 
think of offering a sincere and warm welcome — to those 
new to our parish, for instance. We picture inviting them in 
and making them feel at home and at ease in our presence, 
communicating to them that they are highly valued  
 

Today’s Gospel reading from John 
invites us to think of hospitality in 
a slightly different way. In it, we 
hear Jesus speaking this to his 
disciples: “Whoever loves me will 
keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come to him 
and make our dwelling with him.” 
 

Jesus is asking that we permit the Blessed Trinity to come 
and dwell within us. This is a stunning request. It tells us 
that our first and most privileged form of hospitality should 
be directed towards God Himself. 
 

How does one show hospitality to God? How do we make 
God “at home and at ease” within us? How can we 
communicate to God that He is “highly valued” by us? Jesus 
tells us how: we are to keep His word, to follow HIs 
teachings. 
 

To keep His word, we must know His word. This takes 
discipline and effort on our part.  We must make the study 
of Scripture and Church teaching a priority in our daily lives. 
 

If we want our parish to be a place of genuine Christian 
hospitality, we must be sure that our own hearts are 
hospitable dwelling places for the Blessed Trinity. Then our 
smiles and words, our greetings and ministries will radiate 
with the warmth of God’s love. And our parish family will 
become at least a little bit like Heaven on earth. This is the 
simplicity and glory of a stewardship way of life. 
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Brian Foos, Director 

248 -647-2222 x. 4444    bjfoos@gmail.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

FYI Parish Directory 

                    Weekly Offertory Report  

May 8, 2022  

Weekly Budget/Goal $14,038.00 

Regular Weekly Envelope $4,782.00 

Regular Weekly Loose Donations $362.00 

Weekly E-Donations* $2,985.00 

*E-donations averaged weekly for month  

Weekly Overage/(Shortfall) ($5,909.00) 

  

Envelopes Issued 1154 

Envelopes Used Last Week 96 

Percent of Envelope Donations 8% 

Electronic Contributors 122 

  

FISCAL YEAR TOTALS  

Offertory Budget to Date            633,285 

Actual Offertory Received to Date            598,870 

Over/Under For Fiscal Year 2021-2022 ($34,415) 

 

    Camp Sancta Maria 
 
 
 

Looking to spark the faith of your children or 
grandchildren? Check out Camp Sancta Maria located in 
Gaylord, Michigan. We are a Catholic camp that provides 
fun experiences in a technology-free zone (they won’t even 
miss their cell phones!) while immersed in a faith-filled 
environment. We offer separate camping experiences for 
boys and girls that include daily Mass, horseback riding, 
swimming, archery, various sports, high and low ropes, 
campfires, crafts and more. For additional information, or 
to learn about our Covid-19 safety protocols check us out 
at www.CampSanctaMaria.org or call (248) 822-8199. 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
http://www.CampSanctaMaria.org

