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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 

SUMMERTIME 
 

 This holiday weekend seems a good time to take the 
opportunity to remind everyone to make this summertime 
not only a refreshing time, but a “holy-directed” time, too.  
We might have the opportunity while on vacation, to 
distance ourselves from responsibilities and pressures, but 
we should never want to distance ourselves from God. So 
make time for Sunday worship and personal prayer and 
reading during these summer days. Be “with the Lord” 
wherever you go! Discover and celebrate the presence of 
God in all of your experiences these summery days.  
Express your wonder at God’s creation in weekly Sunday 
Mass wherever you may be. 
 

TO BELIEVE IN FREEDOM 
 

 As we celebrate our nation’s independence we are 
rightfully reminded to be grateful for the gift of freedom. 
 

 Life, of course, can be quite a struggle. All kinds of 
things can make us feel hemmed in, even hopeless and 
helpless. But to believe in freedom is to believe that we are 
being called out of situations that oppress us. To believe in 
freedom is to receive a new vision of hope. 
 

 The Scriptures speak powerfully of this in the account 
of the exodus of the people of Israel. Freed from a life of 
slavery in Egypt, they found freedom in the Promised Land 
(read Exodus 13-14). They got their freedom because they 
asked for God’s help. 
 

 So too, with our ancestors, “who came to this land as if 
out of a desert into a place of promise and hope.” (Preface 
for Mass on Thanksgiving Day). As our nation’s founders 
recognized God’s hand in their freedom, we their 
descendants, should never fail to give praise and thanks. 
Cherish the gift of freedom, and with God’s help, use what 
you do have to make this nation, and our world, a better 
place. 
 

 Have a safe and happy Independence Day. Please find 
a place for me in your prayers. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 During my short lived job at FCA (Chrysler) I would 
always start my emails with, "Hi, Bob," or whoever I was 
emailing, "Hope all is well in your house." Many people I 
emailed would respond telling me how everything was 
good in their household, how their children were doing or 
where they were planning to vacation. The way I addressed 
them I wanted to know how their spiritual house was, how 
they were doing physically, emotionally or spiritually. I 
wanted to know what was going on with them. I was 
concerned about them having to deal with all of the 
stresses of their job and the things they had to deal with. 
Some people understood what I was asking and many times 
it would lead into a healthy conversation about their 
spiritual life and their relationship with God. 
 

 In our gospel the Lord appoints seventy-two others 
and sends them out in pairs. He tells them, "Whatever 
house you enter, say first, peace to this household. If a 
peaceful person lives there your peace will rest on him." 
The Lord is telling them that whatever house you enter or 
whatever person you come in contact with say to that 
person, "Peace to this household." If they are a kind person 
they will embrace your greeting and then stay with that 
person and share the Kingdom of God with them. The 
gospel says they returned rejoicing because they made 
many friends in their journey. 
 

 I am reminded of this gospel and sending out the 
people in pairs as my wife and I walk through the 
campground. Some people sit towards the end of their 
campsites enjoying a campfire. As my wife and I walk past I 
often say "Hi" to the people and some of them will take 
time to engage in a conversation with me but some will not. 
Sometimes if the conversation heads a certain way I 
mention that I am a deacon and we get into a conversation 
about their faith and the church they go to. I am reminded 
of the peaceful people in the gospel. But some people will 
not even say hello to you and I am reminded that these are 
the people I need to shake the dust off my shoes and move 
on. Many times I return to my campsite rejoicing like the 
seventy-two because of the conversations we had and in a 
very small way I had brought the kingdom of God to others 
just as God has willed it. 
 

God bless, 
Deacon Don 
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Sooner Heath—nephew of Dan Heath 
†  Ann Sheremet—mother of Cary Sheremet 
†  Helen VanLoon—wife of Michael VanLoon 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  July 2 
  4:30p  Betty L. Bauer 
   Tom Green—30th Anniversary 
   Gloria Marineau—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Sunday  July 3 
  8:30a  Patros, Mary Ann, and Charlene Hannish 
 

11:30a  In Thanksgiving for blessings received from  
   Madonna, Jesus, God the Father and the  
   Holy Spirit 
 

Wednesday July 6 
  9:00a  Howard and John Mitchell—Birthday   
         Remembrance 
 

Saturday  July 9 
  4:30p  Tom Kazmierski 
   Mrs Joan of Arc Machado 
   Mr Pius Motha 
   Lardo Santa Ana—1st Anniversary 
   Dylan Yoacham 
 

Sunday  July 10 
  8:30a  Jeff Arce—Special Intention 
   John Balaz—1st Anniversary 
   Joseph Gamache—3rd Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Julia Dopierala—Birthday Remembrance 
   Arline Hahn 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, July 13, at 7:00 pm. Please join us to pray 
for intentions submitted by our parish members and 

for your own personal intentions. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Jeff Arce 
Rosanne Bishop 
John DiClemente 

Brian Foos 
Julie Gunderson 
Nancy Heffernan 
Christine Nielsen 

Tim Pawlowski 
Nicholas Rinehart 

Jan Sauter 
Joe Sokolowski 
Diane Thomas 
Helen Walczak 

Readings For the Week of July 3, 2022 
 

Sunday Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Is 66:10-14c; Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20;  
  Gal 6:14-18; Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or Lk 10:1-9 
 

Monday Hos 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 
 8-9; 2; Mt 9:18-26 
 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Anthony Mary Zaccaria, 
 Priest  Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Ps 115:3-4, 5-6, 7ab-8, 
 9-10; Mt 9:32-38 
 

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and 
 Martyr  Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 
 6-7; Mt 10:1-7 
 

Thursday Hos 11:1-4, 8c-9; Ps 80:2ac & 3b, 15-16;  
 Mt 10:7-15 
 

Friday Hos 14:2-10; Ps 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-13, 14 & 17;  
 Mt 10:16-23 
 

Saturday Memorial of Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, 
 Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 
 Is 6:1-8; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mt 10:24-33 
 

Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Dt 30:10-14; Ps 69:14,17,30-31,33-34,36,37 or 
 Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; Col 1:15-20; Lk 10:25-37 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — JULY 9 & 10, 2022 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach, Sidney Johnson 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross, Sidney Johnson 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross, Sidney Johnson 

READER Phil Kotwick Ronia Kruse Betsy Loock 

SERVERS Samantha Foley Randy Skala Duarte Bobone 

USHERS Jeff LaPointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Paul Kruse 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Marvin Olane 

Independence Day 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has  
anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has  

sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of  
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to 

proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord. 
Luke 4: 18-19 

Stewardship Reflections 
 

In today’s Gospel passage, from Luke, we find our Lord 
appointing disciples to go out and prepare others to receive 
His invitation into the Kingdom of God. Every verse has 
something to say about the way a Christian steward should 
approach others. Let’s consider at least one of the coaching 
tips Christ gives. 
 

“The Lord appointed seventy-two 
others whom He sent out ahead of 
Him in pairs to every town and place 
He intended to visit.” In His wisdom, 
Christ sent His disciples out not as 
individuals but in pairs, as teams. 
This approach to evangelization 
certainly provided practical 
advantages. The disciples could lean 
on each other for mutual support 

and encouragement, helping each other to stay on task and 
to put their heads together to pray and problem-solve. This 
teamwork approach is just as relevant to us modern-day 
Christian stewards. It takes courage and commitment to go 
out and invite others into the Christian life. We need to 
work together to do it well. 
 

But there is also symbolic importance to working in teams. 
It points to the reality that when we invite others to 
embrace the Good News of the Gospel, we are not merely 
inviting them into a belief system, but into a relationship 
with Christ and through that relationship, into Christ’s 
family — our fellow Christian disciples near and far. 

Our parish is our immediate spiritual family in this 
extended worldwide fold. We are not meant to live as 
isolated individuals within the parish any more than we are 
meant to live in isolation within our families We are meant 
to be a community. That is why it is so important for us to 
foster a vibrant, supportive, welcoming parish life. This is 
why we emphasize hospitality as one of the pillars of 
stewardship. It is not enough just to point others to Christ; 
we must invite them to join us in community with Him; we 
must offer a place and mission for them in the Church and 
within our parish family. 
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   First Wednesday Coffee 
     July 6 
 Following the 9:00am Mass 
 
 

 
 

Join us in the Social Hall for coffee, treats, and  
conversation with your fellow parishioners. 

In Our Parish 

We Welcome the New Members 
who have Joined our Parish 

 

†  Sarah Maas 
†  Amanda Hazergian 

 

 

May God Bless you in your “journey of life and faith.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family of Parishes 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

August 1st – 5th from 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 

For children entering 1st-5th grade as of September 2022 
Registration due on Friday, July 22 

 

Cost is $45 per child or $120 max/family. After July 22 cost 
is $55 per child. Registration Forms are available on the VBS 
Banner in the Gathering Area. For more information email 
stmbiblecamp@gmail.com or call the Faith Formation 
Office at 248-647-4680. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

After 8:30am Sunday Mass  

Stop in the Social Hall and enjoy coffee, treats, and 
conversation with your fellow parishioners. 

 

Please Note: There will be no Coffee & Conversation after 
the 11:30am Mass through July and August. 

      Independence Day 
          Monday, July 4 
 

    Parish Offices Closed 
 

 Offices reopen on Tuesday, July 5 
 

Have a happy and safe 4th of July! 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Saturday, July 2 
 SVdP First of the Month Collection 
 

 Sunday, July 3 
 SVdP First of the Month Collection 
 

 Wednesday, July 6 
 Mass, 9a 
 First Wednesday Coffee, 9:30a 

YARN DONATIONS 
 

Hello fellow parishioners! I belong to a knitting group 
called the Knit Wits. We knit or crochet Afghans, lap 
blankets, chemo hats, shawls, and other items for patients 
of Troy Beaumont Hospital. We rely on donations for the 
yarn. We are in dire need of yarn.  
 

Any color or weight of yarn is acceptable as long as it is not 
wool. So, if you have any yarn laying around that you 
probably will not use or would like to buy yarn to donate, 
we would be very grateful.   
 

All yarn donations can be dropped off in the Gathering 
Area of the church. 
 

If you have any questions, you can 
email at nwinay15@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity.   
 

Nancy Winay 
STM Parishioner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The book selection for July is A Man Called Ove by Fredrik 
Backman. This New York Times bestseller has been called 
"the most heartwarming book of the year." Set in Sweden, 
Ove is the angry old man next door who develops an 
unlikely and charming relationship with the new neighbors. 
Please join us Tuesday, July 19 at 10AM in Room 2 for the 
discussion. 

mailto:nwinay15@gmail.com
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

God Bless America 
by John Hannigan 

 

We celebrate the birth of America with parades, picnics and 
fireworks. There is much to be thankful for in our country. 
America’s was founded on the self-evident truths that our 
inalienable Rights come from our Creator who endowed us 
with life and free will. Our rights are secured but cannot be 
granted by the state. The Bill of Rights guarantees 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” That’s 
worth celebrating. 
 

Yet growing numbers seek to deny Americans free 
expression and practice of religion, especially in the public 
square. Catholics and other Christians are under attack. 
Public prayer is prohibited. Incidents of arson, vandalism 
and desecration of Catholic churches are more frequent. 
Last month thieves stole a tabernacle! Pro-abortion activists 
disrupt Masses. Pro-life pregnancy centers, including one in 
nearby Dearborn, are vandalized and employees 
threatened with violence.  

 

For Catholics, faith is not only a matter of personal 
prayer and worship at Sunday Mass. We have a 
responsibility, out of love of neighbor, to act for common 
good and be active participants in civil society. We should 
pray for our country and pray our leaders and judges will 
act with wisdom for the true good of all. Faithful citizenship 
on our parts means being well informed about Catholic 
teaching on morality and social issues. Our votes and the 
opinions we express in public should be guided by our 
religious beliefs, not isolated from them.  

 

Today’s Gospel acknowledges the risks we face when 
actively practicing our faith or offering views informed by 
Catholic beliefs. Jesus sent 72 disciples out in pairs “like 
lambs among wolves” (Luke 10:1-3). He has disciples “say 
‘Peace to this household,’” knowing they may not be 
welcome. We too ought to engage others with prudence 
and charity, inviting people to know the Truth, to meet 
Jesus. If what we offer is rejected, Jesus tells us to shake the 
“dust … that clings to our feet” and move on.  

 

God Bless America! Be grateful for our freedom to 
exercise our religious beliefs. Be a courageous citizen and 
faithful witness to the love of God and neighbor, and 
“‘know this, the kingdom of God is at hand” (Luke 10:11). 

 
Questions or Comments? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

St. Thomas More St. Vincent de Paul 
 

Have you been thinking about helping others in our 
challenging time? The St. Vincent de Paul Society here at St. 
Thomas More Parish has several diverse opportunities you 
may consider:  
• Pick up donated bread from a local store and deliver it 

to a local Food Bank, once a week. 
•  Volunteer helping for a few hours at the South 

Oakland Food Bank once or twice a week. 
 

Occasionally, we also have opportunities for helping a 
family transition from homelessness into an apartment. 
Sometimes this involves helping to pay utilities or rent or 
donating furniture or household items. We have also 
helped pay for children to attend Summer Camp. 
 

If you are able to donate a few hours per week or would 
like to help financially with a special project, then please 
contact our SVdP President, Denise Sauter 248-828-8186.  
Help spread God's love and care to someone who needs a 
boost in their life. 

 

Community Connections 
Morse Summer Nights 2022 

 
 
 
 
 

Morse Elementary School needs volunteers to help with 
their Summer Nights Program. Summer Nights has three 
goals. The first goal is to give all Morse students access to a 
free lending library. The second goal is to provide food to 
students and their families. (The STM conference of St. 
Vincent dePaul provides non-perishable food every week.) 
The final goal of Summer Nights is to build community. 
Summer Nights is every Wednesday from 6 pm – 7 pm. It 
began on June 22nd  but continues until August 24th.  
Individuals, families, or students in need of community 
service, are welcome to participate. To volunteer you must 
use Sign-Up Genius. A link has been posted on the St. 
Thomas More website, stthomasmoretroy.org. 
 

Please consider volunteering one or two Wednesdays this 
summer. Your time will be greatly appreciated! 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

COORDINATOR OF FAMILY MINISTRY 
Curtis Schuelke 

248 -647-4680 x. 5522    curtis@stmoffice.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Business Manager/Social Media 

248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

Giving Parish Directory 

                    Weekly Offertory Report  

June 19, 2022  

Weekly Budget/Goal $14,038.00 

Regular Weekly Envelope $7,836.00 

Regular Weekly Loose Donations $179.00 

Weekly E-Donations* $3,801.00 

*E-donations averaged weekly for month  

Weekly Overage/(Shortfall) ($2,222.00) 

  

Envelopes Issued 1154 

Envelopes Used Last Week 93 

Percent of Envelope Donations 8% 

Electronic Contributors 128 

  

FISCAL YEAR TOTALS  

Offertory Budget to Date          723,806 

Actual Offertory Received to Date          677,632 

Over/Under For Fiscal Year 2021-2022 ($46,174) 

Summer Days……. 
 

While you are away this summer please 
consider making your contribution to St. 
Thomas More via electronic giving. With 
electronic giving the parish receives your 
support that we depend on to meet our 
monthly expenses. Visit the St. Thomas More website 
stthomasmoretroy.org and click on the Giving Hands 
Donate Button to be taken to the e-giving page. Consistent 
receipts helps us budget through the summer months. 
 

Please contact the parish office if you have any questions. 
 

Thank you for your generous support! 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com

