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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 

Teach Children to Love Being Catholic 
 

 Catholic parents aim to help children ultimately return 
to God in Heaven. Their best opportunity for doing so is to 
grow up surrounded by adults who authentically practice 
their Faith and remain active and practicing Catholics 
throughout their lives. Try these tips to help children love 
being Catholic. 
 

 Encourage awe and wonder. What happens between 
 God and His children is stunning. Give youngsters 
 opportunities to experience the awe and wonder of a 
 personal relationship with God through liturgy, 
 sacraments, devotions, acknowledging answered 
 prayer, encountering creation and more. 
 

 Answer questions. Asking questions is a normal part of 
 growing up. Encourage questions and answer all you 
 can. Keep a copy of the Catechism of the Catholic 
 Church handy or refer to it online at www.usccb.org. 
 (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops). The 
 glossary makes it easy to find topics. If you get 
 stumped, ask a priest for help. 
 

 Share what you love. Children imitate what they see 
 and hear at home. When you treat Mass as an 
 encounter with Christ, children will, too. When you 
 worship and pray together, children absorb your love. 
 

 Don’t force it. The surest way to turn children off is to 
 force a child to love being Catholic. Instead, show all 
 that is loveable, open the Church door, and invite 
 them in. Let the Holy Spirit do the rest. 

 
Family Baptism 

 

 Today, after the 11:30am Mass, I will be baptizing my 
niece Adrienne and husband Jason’s son, Kayden Kevin 
Hillman. They live in Atlanta, Georgia and are visiting 
Michigan so that Uncle Tom can perform the baptism. It’s a 
great day for little Kayden and his family. It’s just the 
“grand” nephew reality that has me spinning a bit. Time 
flies...so enjoy God’s blessings now! 
 

 Have a wonderful  Autumn day. Let’s keep each other 
in prayer. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 Just before I was ordained, I was asked to be on the 
board of directors of Mary's Mantle. If you don't know, 
Mary's Mantle is a Catholic home in Southfield for 
homeless, pregnant women. They come from all walks of 
life but they have one thing in common, they are pregnant 
and they are homeless. My wife and I would go every other 
week and teach bible study for the ladies. These women 
came to us broken, wounded, with very little self worth. 
Some came from poverty and had never lived in a nice 
loving home. Most were kicked out of where they were 
living because they got pregnant, and some even never had 
a Christmas present or decorated a tree. It was our job to 
help them to feel good about themselves, help them to find 
a job, and teach them how to take care of themselves and 
their baby. Our goal was to help them feel complete. 
 

 In our gospel Jesus tells a parable of a shepherd who 
loses one of his sheep and a woman who loses one of her 
silver coins. Both search diligently for them and when they 
find what is lost they rejoice. Most of the time when we 
hear this gospel we relate it to the lost souls that Jesus 
came to find. As I read over the gospel, it is about the 
shepherd and the woman feeling complete. When the 
shepherd loses one of his sheep he feels like he has failed 
to keep his flock together and the only way to correct this is 
to find that sheep and then he will have a complete flock. 
The same way with the woman who lost the one coin. The 
amount of coins are incomplete until she finds the lost one, 
and then she can feel complete. 
 

 All my life I have struggled to feel complete. I worked 
hard in my trade to be the best, thinking I would feel 
complete, but I didn't. I built my current home from a bare 
piece of land with the help of others thinking if I had a 
beautiful home it would make me feel complete, but it 
didn't. I thought after I took over the company and became 
the owner I would feel complete, but I didn't. We all search 
for that something that makes us feel complete. It might be 
a new car, a new home, better this or better that. It wasn't 
until I came to know Jesus and His plan for my life that I felt 
complete. What about you, what makes you feel complete? 
I pray it's the plan Jesus has for you. 
 

God bless,  
Deacon Don 
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Dr. Robert Cosgrove—husband of Donna Cosgrove 
†  Mary Ellen Wittenberg—wife of the late Bill Wittenberg 

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  September 10 
  4:30p  Christopher Debolski 
   Marion Debolski 
   Dylan Yoacham 
 

Sunday  September 11 
  8:30a  Tom and Mary Hrynik—In remembrance of 
          60th Wedding Anniversary 
   George Magda 
 

11:30a  Arline Hahn 
   Barbara Maronek 
 

Wednesday September 14 
  9:00a  Leo Palchesko—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Saturday  September 17 
  4:30p  Joseph Fernando 
   Lourdes Fernando 
 

  8:30a  Bronzetti Family—Special Intention 
   Kevon Gamache—Birthday Remembrance 
   Carol and Jim Hearrell—Special Intention 
   Mark Wayde—Special Intention 
 

11:30a  Arline Hahn 
   Joanne Ray Klotz 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, September 14 at 7:00 pm. 

Please join us to pray for intentions submitted by our  
parish members and for your own personal intentions. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Pfc. Cole Hayden 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Rosanne Bishop 
John DiClemente 
Nancy Heffernan 

Robert Luyckx 
Jan Sauter 

Joe Sokolowski 
Clarence Tabar 
Helen Walczak 

Matthew Zinser 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We the Christian Community of St. Thomas More, 
in an atmosphere of hospitality, are dedicated to 
proclaiming the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ through excellence in worship, education, 
and service to others. 

 

We believe that the nurturing of the community 
around the Eucharistic Table is extended  

through gatherings which further strengthen 
and support us.  We shall pursue this 
mission faithfully through the power 

of the Holy Spirit and the gifts and talents 
of our members. 

Back to School Prayer 
 

Almighty God we give you our school. 
We give you all the teachers and staff who work here. 

We give you all the children who study here. 
We pray our school would be place of great discovery, 

adventure and creativity. May it be a place where we love 
to learn and where we learn to love, a place where every 

one is respected and all are deeply valued. 
We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rachel Forche and Tuan Nguyen—1st 
 

Please keep this couple in your prayers as they prepare to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — SEPTEMBER 17 & 18, 2022 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Michael Stach 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Don Baross 

READER TBD TBD TBD 

SERVERS TBD TBD TBD 

USHERS Jeff LaPointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Marvin Olane 

 
 
 
 
 

Are you interested in becoming Catholic? 
Do you know someone who would like to find out more about the Catholic  Church? 

 

Many adults who are entering the Catholic Church, or even those who are thinking about it, follow a process called 
“OCIA” (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults, formerly called RCIA 
 

OCIA stands for the “Order of Christian Initiation of Adults.” The OCIA is a journey of faith for those who are searching and 
inquiring about what the Catholic Church teaches and believes. It is not a class or program, but rather a process of 
conversion. The usual length of preparation is approximately 9 months. In most cases, the initiation of new members 
through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist is celebrated at the Easter Vigil (the evening before  
Easter Sunday). 
 

Who is OCIA for? 
 

 Those who have never been baptized in the Christian faith. 
 

 Those who were baptized Catholic but did not continue to practice the faith or who have never participated in the 
Sacraments of Eucharist and/or Confirmation. 

 

 Those who are not currently attending a church or other faith community and who wish to become Catholic. 
 

 Those who would like to convert to Catholicism from another faith. 
 

For further information about OCIA, or if you have any questions about becoming a Catholic, please contact Deacon 

Michael Stach at 248-647-2222. 
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In Our Parish 

St. Thomas More Book Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The STM Book Club selection for September is 
Commonwealth by Anne Patchett. It is about family, 
extended family, and relationships over time and 
circumstances. The September meeting will be Tuesday, 
9/20 and, as always, at 10AM in Room 2. 
 

Please try to join us to discuss this interesting book. 

STM WOMEN’S MINISTRY HOSTS 

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
“A MOSAIC TILE WORKSHOP” 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 7:00-9:00PM 

Presented by 
MARY GIHULY, SONG & SPIRIT INSTITUTE FOR PEACE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Create your own special tile from a selection of a variety of 
scripture quotes/psalms/peace quotes/Pope Francis/
Mother Teresa quotes, etc.  Mary will provide 
complementing pieces for you to build a beautiful tile.  
Perfect for your home or a gift to give during the holidays!  
Come join in the fun with women of St. Thomas More and 
enjoy beverages, snacks, and dessert too! 
 

See registration flyer on the Information Counter. 

SENIOR LUNCH 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, NOON 

 
 
 
 

 

 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR! 
 

Please join us for the Welcome Back Senior Lunch of the 
season. We will provide the main course, but we are asking 
for potluck desserts and dishes to pass. You are not 
required to bring a dish but if you feel moved, please bring 
a dish for 6-8 people. If your last name starts with A -L, 
please bring a dessert, and M-Z, please bring a dish to pass. 
 

RSVP by September 20th 
(When you RSVP please let us know what you are bringing) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALLED & GIFTED WORKSHOP 
 

Did you know Christ calls you to stand in his place with 

your families, children, friends, and co workers? You 

were equipped for this mission at Baptism and 

Confirmation. Come and begin to discover how Christ calls 

and equips you for a unique work of love only you can do. 

Everyone is invited to participate. 
 

Sessions run for six consecutive Thursdays beginning 
 

September 29, 2022, 7:00-8:30 pm 
at St. Thomas More in the Social Hall 

Cost: $44 
 

For more information, contact Rose Palchesko, 
rosepalchesko@gmail.com. You can register in person at 
the Faith Formation Office or online at  
stthomasmoretroy.org. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Wednesday, October 5, 2022, STM 
American Red Cross Blood Drive 

12:00 - 6:00 pm 
 

 

Together, we can save a life….. Please volunteer to be a 
donor at the STM American Red Cross Blood Drive. 

 

If you are unable to make our Blood Drive, Sacred Heart will 
be having their Blood Drive on Thursday, September 30. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nancy Winay 
STM Blood Drive Coordinator 

mailto:rosepalchesko@gmail.com
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Readings For the Week of September 11, 2022 
 

Sunday Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Ex 32:7-11, 13-14; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19; 1  
  Tm 1:12-17; Lk 15:1-32 or Lk 15:1-10 
 

Monday 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17;  
  Lk 7:1-10 
 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and 
  Doctor of the Church 
  1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5;  
  Lk 7:11-17 
 

Wednesday Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
   Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38;  
   Ph 1 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
 

Thursday  Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows 
   1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28; L 
   k 2:33-35 
 

Friday Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, 
  Bishop, Martyrs 
  1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps; 17:1bcd, 6-7,8b & 15; Lk8:1-3 
 

Saturday  Memorial of Saint Hildegard of Bingen, 
 Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
   1Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps; 56:10c-12, 13-14; 
   LK8:4-15 
 

Sunday Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8;  
  Lk 16:1-13 or Lk 16:10-13 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

A Fantastic New Resource for All Parishioners 
by John Hannigan 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas More has arranged for every family, and 
parishioners of all ages, to have free access to FORMED, an 
online service of the Augustine Institute which serves to 
assist in spiritual, intellectual and pastoral formation. The 
FORMED platform allows easy access to thousands of high-
quality videos, audio books and various programs including 
Bible studies, lives of the saints, resources for parents and 
teens, and more. All offerings are professionally produced, 
engaging, entertaining, and faithful.  

Parish staff and volunteers will be exploring how 
FORMED can aid in ministries and Sacramental preparation, 
and help identify items in FORMED that may be most useful 
for you. For example: 
 

 Wondering how it is that the Body and Blood of Jesus is 
present in the Eucharist? Watch the video series 
Presence: The Mystery of the Eucharist. 

 Hesitating in returning to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation after a long absence? Then watch 
Forgiven: The Transforming Power of Confession. 

 Seeking more confidence in raising your children and 
teens? Then check out all that’s offered in the Parenting 
section under the Family tab. 

 Looking for reliable Catholic teaching on issues ranging 
from mental health to science? Check out the Current 
Topics and Forum Talks sections.  

 Giving up finding good movies the whole family can 
enjoy? Try the film about Mother Teresa, the modern 
saint who loved the poor, or any of the other movies 
available. 

 

FORMED makes diving into the beauty of the Faith easier 
than ever before, at home or on the go from any internet-
connected cell phone, computer, tablet or smart TV! Next 
weekend (September 17th and 18th) after each Mass there 
will be a formal launch of FORMED for parish use. Everyone 
will be introduced to it and shown how amazingly easy it is 
to download the App for phones, or log into the website 
from computers, and register with the parish account.  
 

Questions/Comments? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Steward Reflections 
September 11, 2022 

 

Stewardship Gifts 
 

“Everything I have is yours.”    Luke 15:31 
 

Our Heavenly Father gives us everything, including the 
chance to share in His eternal kingdom. Yet, like the 
Prodigal Son, we are often lured away by the materialism of 
our society. 
 

Do we as Stewards really want to turn our backs on all that 
God offers in exchange for material wealth that has no 
lasting value? 
 

God wants us to be happy on earth as well. But, that 
requires us to freely accept His gift of faith; putting Him first 
in all things and detaching from our own self-sufficiency. 
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888    dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555    dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

COORDINATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
Curtis Schuelke 

248 -647-4680 x. 5522    curtis@stmoffice.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Lois Sokolowski, Bookkeeper/Social Media 
248-647-2222 x. 7777    lois@stmoffice.com 

 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311    kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533    josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544    ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

Parish and Community Parish Directory 

Holy Hours for a PRO-LIFE Michigan 
 

Every Wednesday to November 2, a “Holy Hour for a Pro-
Life Michigan” will be held at St. Mary’s Chapel at Orchard 
Lake (3535 Indian Trail, Orchard Lake, MI 48324) at 7:45 
pm. We encourage attending the 7:00 pm Mass prior to 
that. Eucharistic adoration & praying the Rosary will take 
place as we beseech the Blessed Mother’s intercession that 
we not “abort” Michigan’s future with the “anything-goes” 
abortion amendment to our state constitution. (Please 
VOTE “NO” to Abortion on November 8). 
 

At each Holy Hour we will have a speaker to inspire and 
inform us of the legal & spiritual battle for the soul of 
Michigan. Flyers & prayers will be available to help us 
reach our goal that every life is worth living.  
 

For more information, contact Fr. Alex: 313-727-9784 or 
abunaalex@yahoo.com. 

National Day of Remembrance for 
Aborted Children 

Saturday, September 10, 2022 
1:00 pm White Chapel Cemetery 

621 W. Long Lake Road 
         Troy, MI  48098 

 

In 1980, the bodies of 5 preborn infants were found in 
Oakland County and LIFESPAN felt that a more fitting place 
for the bodies was imperative. Through the courtesy of A.J. 
Desmond and Sons Funeral Directors, and White Chapel 
Cemetery, the bodies were laid to rest in a brief and simple 

ceremony on May 2, 1980. 
 

There will be a gathering at the grave site of the 5 preborn 
children in joining the other pro-life Americans across the 
country to honor the memory of the more than 62 million 
preborn victims of abortion during the National Day of 
Remembrance for Aborted Children. 

St. Lawrence Parish 
 

We are incredibly blessed at St. Lawrence Parish in Utica to 
be hosting the world’s largest travelling display of relics.  
Fr. Carlos Martins, CC is a Vatican appointed relic expert 
who will give a presentation on Tuesday, September 27 at 
6:30pm in the church. There will be ample time for 
veneration of the relics after his presentation. We would 
like to make our neighbors aware of this once in a lifetime 
opportunity! Please join us on Tuesday, September 27. 
 

Fr. Martins’ Ministry: https://treasuresofthechurch.com/ 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:abunaalex@yahoo.com
https://treasuresofthechurch.com/

