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October 2, 2022 

 

 
Please Join Us  

for  
A Celebration of 

 

Monsignor Thomas G. Rice 
45th Anniversary of Ordination 

 

Mass of Thanksgiving 
October 9, 2022 

11:30 am 
 

After Mass, friends and parishioners  
of Msgr. Tom will be serving a lunch of  

Mostaccioli with meat sauce,  
Italian Sausage with peppers and onions, 

salad, and breadsticks. 
 

All are invited to attend. 
 

Please RSVP by October 5, 2022 
Call the Parish Office at 248-647-2222  
or sign up at the Information Counter. 

 
Hosted By 

 

The Roman Village Restaurant (Antonio’s) 
with dessert from 

The Sweetest Gourmet 
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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Congratulations to the New Deacon 
 

 Many parishioners have gotten to know Sidney 
Johnson. He has served our parish community as a deacon 
candidate intern for the past year. Well, the Big Day has 
arrived and on Saturday, October 1st, Sidney was ordained 
a permanent deacon by Archbishop Allen Vigneron at the 
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Detroit. 
 

 I know that you join me in congratulating Deacon 
Sidney and wishing him much happiness and God’s 
abundant blessings in the years to come. The new deacon 
will be assisting with the Weekend Masses of October 
15/16 and a reception will be held in his honor in the social 
hall after each Mass. Please stop by and congratulate 
Deacon Sidney on his ordination. 
 

Welcome Robert—Thanks Lois 
 

 This past week Mr. Robert Leonardi joined the 
Pastoral Staff in the capacity of Parish Business Manager. 
Welcome to STM, ROBERT! 
 

 Rob (as he likes to be called) comes to the parish with 
degrees in business management and pastoral ministry. I 
hope he will have ample opportunity to put both to good 
use in the years to come. Rob succeeds Lois Sokolowski 
who served our parish for six years and who continues as 
the parish bookkeeper. 
 

 I want to thank Lois for her faithful and dedicated 
service and wish Rob much success and God’s blessings as 
he begins his service among us. 
 

 Next week I celebrate my 45th anniversary of 
ordination to the priesthood. I hope to see you at the Mass 
of Thanksgiving at 11:30am and the Italian celebration 
lunch following Mass in the Social Hall. 
 

 Have a wonderful week and enjoy God’s “autumn 
blessings.” 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 When my daughter was very young, she would sneak 
into my bedroom and she would play the game, "Hop on 
Pop." She would quietly climb onto the bed and then jump 
on me to wake me up. From there it would turn into a 
pillow fight and then I would throw her on a pillow and 
make her a pillow sandwich and pretend to eat anything 
that was sticking out. She would be laughing and screaming 
with joy trying to get away from me. At the end she would 
stand at the edge of my bed and I would tell her to jump 
and I would catch her and throw her back into the center of 
the bed. Quite often I would have to coax her to jump into 
my arms, but she would put her complete trust in me to 
catch her.  
 

 As I read the gospel the very first line kept coming back 
to me. The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." I 
questioned this so I looked up the definition of faith. It is a 
complete trust or confidence in someone or something. So, 
my question is, increase my complete trust in you Lord? 
What? They had complete trust in Jesus, they left their jobs, 
they left their way of making a living to follow Him, if that 
isn't complete trust, what is? I think when they say, 
"Increase our faith," it's because their faith is being tested 
by others around them. They want to completely trust but 
there are people that are testing that trust. I am sure their 
prayers are much like ours when we say, "Lord I totally trust 
that you will make things right, but, let me ask again just to 
make sure." As soon as we say, "But" we are putting 
limitations on our prayers and not trusting that the Lord will 
take care of them. It's hard to put our complete trust in the 
Lord. The pastor from our home parish used to say, "Lay 
your troubles at the foot of the Cross and forget them." The 
problem is that I would pick them up again. It's human 
nature for us to take care of ourselves and our problems. It 
has taken me many years to put my complete trust in the 
Lord, but every now and again I want to keep my problems 
to myself and it drives me crazy. To completely trust is like 
my daughter standing at the edge of my bed and taking the 
leap of faith into the arms of our loving, heavenly Father.  
 

 How about you, can you take the leap and trust that 
God will catch you? I pray that you can. 
 

God bless, 
Deacon Don 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 
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Prayer Requests 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Genevieve D. Browne 
†  Robert McPherson 

†  Elizabeth Toton—wife of Edward Toton 
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  October 1 
  4:30p  Eilleen Callanan Dunlop—4th Anniversary 
   Michael S. Jarosz—5th Anniversary 
   Modesta and Manuel Ogoy 
 

Sunday  October 2 
  8:30a  Genevieve D. Browne 
   Mary Lou Cullen 
 

11:30a  Arline Hahn 
   Michael S. Jarosz—5th Anniversary 
 

Wednesday October 5 
  9:00a  Michelle Drake—Birthday Remembrance 
   Msgr. Michael Dylag 
 

Saturday  October 8 
  4:30p  Robert McPherson 
 

Sunday  October 9 
  8:30a  George Magda 
 

11:30a  Dan Byrne, Sr. 
   Arline Hahn 
   Eric John Kraft 
   John Edward Kraft—3rd Anniversary 
   Michelle Kraft 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Pfc. Cole Hayden 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Rosanne Bishop 
Jim Boehm 

Paul Bull 
John DiClemente 
Steven Drygalski 
Jeanne Fleming 

Nancy Heffernan 
Dcn. Bill Kessler 

Cindy Kolar 
Robert Luyckx 

Joan Maichen 
Jill Peck 
Rick Ruiz 

Diana Ryan 
Jan Sauter 

Joe Sokolowski 
Clarence Tabar 
Helen Walczak 

Konnie Wild 
Walter Wild 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Natalie Schroter and Johnathan DiClemente—3rd 
 

Please keep this couple in your prayers as they prepare to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage. 

Prayer for Reverence of Life 
 

All mighty God, giver of all that is good.  
We thank you for the precious  

gift of human life. 

 

For life in womb, coming from your creative power 
For the life of children, making us glad with their  

freshness and promise 
For the life of young people, hoping for a better world 

For the life of the handicapped and disabled,  
teaching us humility 

For the life of the elderly, witnessing the ageless  
values of patience and wisdom 

 

Like Blessed Mary, may we always say yes to your gift. May 
we defend it and promote it from conception to it's natural 

end and bring us at last oh Father to eternal life, in  
Jesus Christ our lord.   AMEN   

   Elizabeth A. Toton 
 

    Died on September 20, 2022 
           Buried from St. Thomas More 
         On September 24, 2022 
 

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord and 
let perpetual light shine upon her.  Amen 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — OCTOBER 8 & 9, 2022 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

READER Barbara Lepri Joe Widina Bridget Kavanaugh 

SERVERS Samantha Foley Randy Skala Duarte Bobone 

USHERS Jeff LaPointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

STM Pro-Life Witnesses 
 

More about Proposal 3 (“Reproductive Freedom for All Amendment”) and Why to Vote NO: 
 

In follow up to last week’s messages about Proposal 3, this is to provide some details of what the proposal includes. This 
update is taken from an article written by Fr. Michael Savickas from St. William Parish in Walled Lake (with much of the 
information taken from supportMIwomenandchildren.org). 
 

Proposal 3 is an effort by a coalition of pro-choice groups. If passed this November, the proposal would put an amendment 
to the Michigan Constitution. This would result in the MOST RADICAL PRO-ABORTION POLICY OF ANY STATE. The summary 
of the amendment that will appear on the ballot might sound innocuous to most people. The first key points of the 
proposal, with commentary from the opposition committee are addressed here: 
 

1) Every individual has a fundamental right to reproductive freedom, which entails the right to make and effectuate 
decisions about all matters relating to pregnancy, including but not limited to prenatal care, childbirth, postpartum 
care, contraception, sterilization, abortion care, miscarriage management, and infertility care. 

 

While sounding very tame- who would disagree that a mother should be able to make a birth plan?-- these words have 
extremely far-reaching consequences. Think about the term “reproductive freedom”. This should not include abortion. 
Also, individual is not defined as to age, therefore this amendment could apply to MINOR CHILDREN in addition to adults. 
 

The state may regulate the provision of abortion care after fetal viability (the point at which a fetus can survive 
outside of the womb, generally considered to be 23-24 weeks gestation), provided that in no circumstance shall 
the state prohibit an abortion that, in the professional judgement of an attending health care professional is 
medically indicated to protect the life or physical or mental health of the pregnant individual. 
 

This confusing language appears to allow late-term abortion bans, but by introducing a “mental health” exception, it would 
allow late term abortions for practically any reason. Notice that it does not mention doctors, but “health care 
professional”.  This vague language again is open to interpretation. 
 

2) The state shall not discriminate in the protection or enforcement of this fundamental right. 
This is incredibly vague. What does discrimination mean exactly? Age discrimination is a real thing, so does this mean 
everything in the amendment applies to children? Rights are typically things that protect you from government 
prosecution, but this amendment says this right must be enforced by the state--enforced against whom? Parents? Doctors 
and nurses? A “right” is not supposed to give some people the right to highjack a constitution and the government to gain 
control over other people. 
                  More next week 
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In Our Parish 

St. Thomas More Blood Drive 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2022 
12:00 - 6:00 PM IN THE SOCIAL HALL 

 

Please volunteer to be a donor at the STM 
American Red Cross Blood Drive. 

 

To sign-up to be a Donor and to better ensure you  
will get your desired time: 

 

Visit: www.redcrossblood.org and enter Sponsor Code of 
stthomasmore. When online complete the RAPID PASS 
form for a quicker registration on October 5th. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help during the Blood Drive with 
the Canteen Table distributing juice and snacks. If you are 
able to do a two hour shift (12-2, 2-4, or 4-6), please 
contact Nancy Winay at nwinay15@gmail.com.   
 

TOGETHER, WE CAN SAVE A LIFE! 

 

Conversation with Catholic men… 
Join the discussion! 

 

Monday, October 3 @ 7:00pm 
Church Conference Room 

 

(Sacristy Hallway as you enter the Sanctuary 

 THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Sunday, October 2 
 Faith Formation, Grade 6-8, 7p 
 Monday, October 3 
 The MEN of STM, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, October 4 
 Faith Formation, Grade 1-5, 5p, 6:30p 
 

 Wednesday, October 5 
 Mass, 9a 
 First Wednesday Coffee, 9:30a 
 Red Cross Blood Drive, 12 Noon 
 Walking with Purpose, 6:30p 
 

 Thursday, October 6 
 Walking with Purpose, 9:30a 
 Faith Formation, Grade 1-5, 4:30p 
 

 Friday, October 7 

 Schroter/DiClemente Wedding, 5:30p 
 

 Saturday, October 8 
 K of C Tootsie Roll Drive 
 

 Sunday, October 9 
 K of C Tootsie Roll Drive 
 Faith Formation, Grade 6-8, Offsite, 8:30a 
 Msgr. Rice 45th Ordination Anniversary Mass, 11:30a 
 Lunch Reception, 12:30p 

SVDP FRIENDS WALK – SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8 
 

Please join us for the Annual Friends Walk organized by the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul on Saturday, October 8th. We 

will meet for our 2 mile walk at the parking lot entrance of 

Cranbrook House & Gardens, 380 Lone Pine Road, 

Bloomfield Hills. The event helps us serve more of our 

neighbors in need. If you can’t make it yourself, please 

consider sponsoring our parish walkers. Sign-up and 

sponsorship detail is available at the parish information 

counter, or you may contact Karen Nichols at 

kdn3241@gmail.com or 248-227-6291. We 

will be finished in plenty of time for anyone 

who plans to attend the 4:30 Mass. 

 

   First Wednesday Coffee 
        October 5 
 Following the 9:00am Mass 
 
 

 
 

Join us in the Social Hall for coffee, treats, and  
conversation with your fellow parishioners. 

  
 St. Thomas More Book Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Book Club selection for October is The Seven Husbands 
of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid. This is an historical 
novel about an 'over the hill' Hollywood star who gives a 
final 'tell all' interview to an eager young journalist. 
 

Please join us Tuesday, October 18 at 10AM in Room 2 for 
the discussion. 

 

THERE WILL BE NO COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 
ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9th, AS WE WILL BE 

CELEBRATING MSGR. RICE’S 45th ORDINATION 
ANNIVERSARY IN THE SOCIAL HALL. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:nwinay15@gmail.com
mailto:kdn3241@gmail.com
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

In our Parish 
FYI 

Priest Pension Plan Collection 
 

This weekend, October 1 & 2, our parish is taking up a 
special collection for our priests’ retirement, With Thanks 
for Their Service in Christ. This collection will support the 
Priests’ Pension Plan, which provides a monthly pension 
as well as health and automobile insurance to priests at  
age 70.  
 

As you may know, the retirement years can be difficult for 
our retired priests. No longer supported by their parish 
communities, they rely on minimal Social Security benefits 
and their pension from the Priests’ Pension Plan for basic 
needs such as food, housing, and transportation. 
 

Please show your gratitude to those priests who have cared 
for and ministered to our community by prayerfully 
reflecting on how you can best help support our priests’ 
retirement with a gift to the With Thanks for Their Service in 
Christ special collection. You may return your completed 
special collection envelope (which can be found in the  
pews) at Mass or mail it to the parish office. Thank you! 

Carried by Eagles 
by John Hannigan 

 

J.R.R. Tolkien’s classic epic told in The Hobbit and The 
Lord of the Rings, and brought wonderfully to the screen by 
Peter Jackson, inspires great online debate among fans of 
both the books and movies. Most significant are discussions 
that consider the deep metaphors of the Christian life and 
virtues that frame the plot and enliven the characters. 
Lacking such insights, though, passionate discussions hang 
on trivia and perceived “plot holes.” One humorous 
question is why didn’t the Fellowship just fly the giant 
eagles into Mordor and skip all that mucking around with 
orcs, battles, hunger, thirst and pain. Fans propose many 
answers: the Nazgul would kill the eagles; Sauron would see 
them coming; the eagles were busy; etc.  There is a spoof 
on YouTube of Tolkien’s answer to that “persistent hole” in 
his plot. In his best Oxford British accent he says, “Oh, shut 
up!” 
 

Tolkien’s story is all about the journey of the 
Fellowship, especially Frodo and Sam. Miss that and one 
misses much. Characters represent important players in the 
Christian life. The humble hobbits, ordinary people living 
good, common lives but beset by threats and challenges 
from demonic monsters, orcs and twisted wizards, are 
called to heroic action. Several characters represent Jesus in 
different ways: Gandalf as high priest, Aragorn as king, and 
Frodo as suffering servant. The “men of the west” from 
Rohan and Gondor are brave warriors battling evil, even 
unto death. The elves are angelic beings of little physical 
weight but with great grace, vision and beauty. Eagles, too, 
may be seen as angelic guardians coming to aid travelers on 
the way. 
 

None of these players, even among close, faithful 
friends, could take the hobbits from their trials, tears and 
tribulations. God permits our hardships and justly so. Eagles 
will not swoop in to pluck us from them. St. Robert 
Bellarmine wrote, “while Jesus was a sojourner in this vale 
of tears, he was subject to fatigues, to hunger and to thirst, 
to injuries, to wounds, and to death.” We are called to live 
in faithful imitation of Christ, so like him we are to bear our 
crosses. In fellowship, we are to help others bear theirs. 
With help from our friends, fellow warriors and guardian 
angels, with Grace through the Sacraments, and by 
following Christ in his Way, we may come through our trials 
into the Kingdom on eagles’ wings.  

 

Questions or Comments? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Respect Life Month—The Gospel of Life 
 

To all the members of the Church, the people of life and for 
life, I make this most urgent appeal, that together we may 

offer this world of ours new signs of hope, and work to 
ensure that justice and solidarity will increase and that a 

new culture of human life will be affirmed, for the building 
of an authentic civilization of truth and love. 

 

John Paul II 
Evangelim Vitae 

paragraph 6 

 

Saturday, October 15, 12:00 pm 
under the 

Church Canopy on Adams Road 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae.html
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Readings For the Week of October 2, 2022 
 

Sunday Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  Hab 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; 2 Tm 1:6-8, 
  13-14; Lk 17:5-10 
 

Monday Gal 1:6-12; PS 111:1b-2, 7-8, 9 & 10c; Lk 10:25-37 
 

Tuesday Memorial of Saint Francis of Assisi 
  Gal 1:13-24; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 14c-15;  
  Lk 10:38-42 
 

Wednesday Memorial of Saint Faustina Kowalska, Virgin 
   Gal 2:1-2, 7-14; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Lk 11:1-4 
 

Thursday Memorial of Saint Bruno, Priest 
  Gal 3:1-5; Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75; Lk 11:5-13 
 

Friday Memorial of Our Lady of the Rosary 
  Gal 3:7-14; PS 111:1B-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 11:15-26 
 

Saturday Gal 3:22-29; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 11:27-28 
 

Sunday Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4; 2 Tm 2:8-13;  
 Lk 17:11-19 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888   dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555   dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

COORDINATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
Curtis Schuelke 

248 -647-4680 x. 5522   curtis@stmoffice.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rob Leonard, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x 3333   businessmanager@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311   kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

Lois Sokolowski, Bookkeeper/Social Media 
248-647-2222 x. 7777   lois@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533   josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544   ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 am and 11:30 am 
Wednesday, 9:00 am 

Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday at 3:00 pm 

In our Parish Parish Directory 

Help the Mentally and 
Developmentally Impaired! 

Support the Knights Columbus Day 
‘Tootsie Roll Drive’! 

 

Members of the St. Thomas More’s “Round Table” Knights 
of Columbus Council #8659 will be outside of church 
following all the Masses on the weekend of October 8 & 9 
to collect donations to help those with special needs in our 
community. Supporting the compassionate care for those 
with developmental and intellectual disabilities has always 
been an integral part of the Knights pro-life mission. 
 

Please remember to bring cash (unfortunately, no credit 
cards!) and be generous to help support the dedicated local 
charities that help God’s very special children! 
 

Thank you for your support! 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com

