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Thank you! 
 A big thank you to everyone for making our SVdP Pancake Breakfast and Bake Sale so successful.   
We netted about $2,000 for the families we serve in our community. We couldn't do what we do 
without your generosity! 
 Thanks to everyone who baked for the bake sale, bought from the bake sale, attended the 
pancake breakfast, and/or donated their time and energy to making it such a success!  
 Also, well deserved thanks go out to the young men and women from the Faith Formation for 
doing such a wonderful job selling baked goods, clearing and resetting tables, and also thanks to their 
parents for bringing them to help out, and especially to Martha Whiting for all of her help motivating 
and inspiring the Faith Formation youth into quite the sales force for the baked goods portion of the 
event. 
  Thank you all so very much! Your time is greatly appreciated! 
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Reflections From  
DEACON DON 

 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe 

 
 When I started into diaconate formation I was told I 
had to find a spiritual director. One of the guys in our 
group told the formation team that he did not need a 
spiritual director and they asked him to leave formation, so 
I knew this was pretty important. As it just happened I had 
a day off work that week and we went to daily mass at St. 
Anastasia. After mass my wife said that I should ask the 
priest, Fr. JJ Mech to be my spiritual director. I approached 
him and told him that I was in diaconate formation and I 
needed to find a spiritual director and asked if he would be 
my spiritual director. In my mind I thought he would say, 
"Let me pray on it and I will get back to you." But to my 
surprise he said, "I would love to, call the office and set up 
a date." Just like that, I had a spiritual director and he 
remains my spiritual director even now. 
 As we are at the end of the churches year, our gospel 
is about Jesus being crucified along with two criminals. One 
of the criminals ridicules Jesus and questions Him saying, 
"Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us." The other 
criminal tells him to be quite, because they are criminals 
and Jesus is not. Then he says to Jesus, "Remember me 
when you come into your kingdom." Jesus replies to him, 
"Amen I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise." 
Jesus didn't say, "Let me think about it after I get to 
heaven," he says, "Today," right now, and just like that the 
man is saved. 
 When I think about this gospel it would be great if our 
prayers were immediately answered, we ask and just like 
that it happens. There have been a couple of occasions in 
my life when I have cried out in desperation and my 
prayers were answered at that very moment but that's not 
the norm. It seems like I ask and wait and sometimes my 
prayers are answered but not in the fashion I wanted. Like 
when I ask for patience and find myself in rush hour traffic 
needing to get to an appointment. My wife prayed for 
twenty four years that I would join her for an hour at Mass 
once a week. She finally got what she wanted plus some. I 
find in my life when I ask for something in prayer and it is  
not answered it's either something that I don't really need 
or God has something better in store for me. The God that I 
love always gives me the best in everything! 
God Bless– Deacon Don  
 

TO PREPARE IS IMPORTANT 
 

 Remember your teacher, way back in grade school, 
who told you that if you prepare for something you’ll get 
more out of it?  She was right, because generally speaking, 
those who prepare do get more out of any experience.  If 
you’re looking forward to a vacation, it’s important to do 
your “homework” - reading about where you are going and 
what special attractions can be found there, etc.  Any 
student also knows that if he/she “prepares for class” by 
reading the assigned material before the actual class, they 
will have a better learning experience instead of just 
“coming in cold.” 
 

 The same principles about preparing is true for Sunday 
Mass.  If John or Jane Catholic arrives at Mass just as the 
opening song has been started, grabs a Missalette and sits 
down to listen to the Sunday scriptures without any 
preparation, it’s pretty safe to say John or Jane will get little 
(and maybe even—nothing) out of the proclaimed Word of 
God. 
 

 However, if John or Jane Catholic read the scriptures 
of Sunday Mass either in advance (they are listed in the 
bulletin) or arrived a few minutes early and read the 
scriptures before Mass began, he or she would find deeper 
meaning and insight into God’s Word.  With some 
preparation, chances are also much better that the 
instruction about the scriptures (the Homily) would remain 
with him or her throughout the week. 
 

 It’s all kind of simple, but important.  And this lesson 
goes back to that early advice given by our elementary 
school teacher.  If she were writing this article she would 
probably conclude by saying:  Try it, it works.  Trust me! 
 

 Have a faith filled week.  Please pray for me as I will for 
you. 
 

      Msgr. Thomas Rice 

Missing 
Well loved personal Bible that 
was gifted many years ago.  It was 
a first Bible with a lot of 
highlights and notes in it.  It is a 
red, hard-cover, NRSV (it is not a 
Catholic) translation It has been 
missing since the end of 

September. If found please return to parish office. 
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Prayer Request  

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Rosanne Bishop 

Marge Qualmann  
Diana Ryan 

 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

† Father Gerald F. Cavanagh, S.J.,  
†Sr. Irene Zaorski  

Saturday November 19 
  4:30p  †Joe Sokolowski  
   †Margret Ann McNally for 11/26 Birthday  
Sunday  November 20 
  8:30a  Jim and Carol Hearrell 
   Bronzetti Family 
   Whiting Family 
11:30a  †Arline Hahn 
   Chris Norman 
   †Jamie Strong 
   †Joe Sokolowski 
Wednesday November 23 
  9:00a  †All Souls Intentions 
   † Patros, Mary Ann & Charlene Hannish 
   † Tobia & Martha Kassa 
Saturday November 26 
  4:30p  †Debbie Carryer 
   †Nancy Green  
   †Pius Motha  
   †Joan of Arc Machado  
Sunday  November 27 
  8:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More  
11:30a  †Arline Hahn 
   †Robert Jermstad 

November 2021 
Beatrice Gosine 

Francesca Mary Spina 
Maurine D. Brennan 

 

December 2021 
Marian Urban 
Mary Hrynik 

Ernesto Tuazon 
 

March 2022 
Janet Kellett  

 

April 2022 
William Dine 

Dennis Bernard Dubay 
Paul Robert Brown 

 

June 2022 
Louis Polsinelli 

Peter Edward Sikaitis  
July 2022 

Carol Kubicz 
Thomas J. Johnson 

 

August 2022 
Rose Beuthien 

Barbara Maronek 
Robert Cosgrove 

Emily Jean Calkins 
Helen VanLoon 

 

September 2022 
Elizabeth Toton 

 

October 2022 
Charles P. Kleinsmith Jr. 
Deborah Marie Carryer 

STM Prayer Requests 
 

Prayers for the Sick:  Names are read at the Altar during the Prayers of the Faithful for two weeks and are published in the bulletin for four weeks. 
If you wish to have the person remain on the prayer list when the four weeks have passed, call the parish office and the cycle will start again. 
 
Prayers for the Deceased:  Names of the newly deceased are read at the Altar during the Prayers of the Faithful for two weeks and are published 
in the bulletin for two weeks. 
 
Prayers for the Military:  The names of those in the Military are published in the bulletin weekly until they are no longer serving. 
 
To add, change, or remove a name from our prayer lists, please call the Parish Office at 248-647-2222. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Pfc. Cole Hayden 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 

Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag  
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
 We awake today to the news that Proposal 3 has passed, altering our state constitution to allow for unregulated and unsafe abortion 
on-demand in Michigan. As people of faith who witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ and His teachings, we are deeply saddened by this 
grave assault on the dignity and sanctity of unborn, innocent human life. We grieve for the many women who will continue to be harmed by 
abortion in our state. And most importantly, we grieve for the lives who will be lost because of this unjust and perverse law. 
 Over the last several months, advocates for life across the Archdiocese of Detroit and the entire state of Michigan worked tirelessly to 
spread the truth about Proposal 3, imploring voters to make an informed decision at the ballot box. They have been clear about the 
devastating impact of the vague and broad language of Proposal 3, invalidating dozens of laws and safety regulations. I offer my deepfelt 
gratitude to all who prayed, spread awareness, voted, and otherwise worked against this proposal; and I share in their sorrow at the 
outcome. 
 Abortion is now legal in Michigan at an unprecedented level, and millions of lives are at stake. We must pray and ask God for his 
mercy upon us for allowing this evil to happen in our state. For this reason, I want to invite all the faithful to join me in the first two weeks 
of Advent, from November 27 to December 9, in doing penance, giving alms, praying, and fasting. We must use these spiritual practices to 
make reparations for the great sin of abortion in our midst. 
 We also renew our commitment to accompanying women and families in need, with greater resolve than ever. This work is more 
critical now, as the unborn have been stripped of their basic right to life and their mothers face the harmful lie that the death of their 
children is a solution to their struggles. In response to the passing of Proposal 3, we must step forward with no judgment, open arms, and 
effective resources to help women reject the “solution” of death and empower them to choose life for their children. 
 In the Archdiocese of Detroit, we do this largely through Catholic Charities of Southeast Michigan, our charitable arm, and through the 
Archdiocese’s Evangelization and Missionary Discipleship Department. In particular, Walking with Moms in Need (WWMIN) is a ministry to 
help parishioners identify and create local resources that provide assistance to pregnant and parenting moms in need, and Project Rachel is 
an important ministry for individuals who have been harmed by abortion. I urge you to please consider joining a WWMIN ministry at your 
parish or getting involved in other prolife works of mercy in southeast Michigan. For more information and to get involved in these 
ministries, visit aod.org/walking-with-moms-in-need and evangelicalcharity.org. 
 We will continue our efforts to build a culture of life in which abortion is unthinkable, all families receive the support they need, and 
the dignity of all people is recognized. We do this with confidence in the ultimate victory of Christ, whose resurrection to life has defeated 
the powers of death. 
St. Gianna Molla, the patroness of mothers, physicians, and unborn children, pray for us. Our Lady of Guadalupe, who carried the Savior in 
her womb, pray for us. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
The Most Reverend Allen H. Vigneron 

Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS — THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE  
NOVEMBER 19 & 20, 2022 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Thomas Rice  
Dcn. Don Baross 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
Dcn. Michael Stach 

Msgr. Thomas Rice  
Dcn. Don Baross 

READER Phil Kotwick John Hannigan Bridget Kavanaugh 

SERVERS James Wood Randy Skala Jacob and Matthew Azzam 

USHERS Cary Sheremet 
Jeff Laointe 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

https://ccsem.org/
https://www.aod.org/walking-with-moms-in-need
https://info.aod.org/articles/project-rachel?__hstc=126052946.e2d0d0896fde350c37d931286ec8ff68.1666968487562.1666968487562.1666968487562.1&__hssc=126052946.1.1666968487562&__hsfp=1078827124
https://www.aod.org/walking-with-moms-in-need
http://www.evangelicalcharity.org/?__hstc=227631426.afd7bddbd4307d2a7df221c1087e966a.1664396592924.1664396592924.1668019876828.2&__hssc=227631426.1.1668019876828&__hsfp=2490926578
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In Our Parish 
 THE WEEK AHEAD 

 
 Saturday, November 19 
 Reconciliation– 3:00PM 
 Mass— 4:30PM 
 Sunday, November 20 
 Mass— 8:30AM 
 On the Rise Bakery—9:30AM-1:00PM 
 Mass— 11:30AM 
 Youth Alpha—6:00pm with Mass  
 Mass— 7:00PM Celebrating Youth and Young Adults  

 Wednesday, November 23 
 Thanksgiving Eve Mass 7:00pm     

 Saturday, November 19 
 Reconciliation– 3:00PM 
 Mass— 4:30PM 

 Sunday, November 27 
 Mass— 8:30AM 
 Mass— 11:30AM 

ST. THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB  
The Book Club selection for November is The 

German Wife by Kelly Rimmer.  
This is a novel, inspired by the true story of a 

secret US intelligence program that employed 
former Nazis after WW2 for the US space 

program.  
Please join us Tuesday 11/15 at 10AM in Room 

2 for the discussion. 

Again this year let's make Christmas merrier for 
those less fortunate than we are.  The wooden giving 
trees that are a tradition in our parish have once 
again been refurbished and are now in the Gathering 
Area. Tags for the charitable organizations are on the 
trees.  Please help someone by taking a tag and 
buying the needed gift.  Securely attach the tag to 
the gift and bring it to the social hall by Sunday, 
December 11th, so that the gift can be delivered to 
the organization that week.  The Christian Service 
Commission thanks you for your generous spirit.  

Today 
Sunday, November 20th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Rise Bakery will bring delicious baked goods 
on Sunday, November 20th. Baked goods will be 
available to purchase after the 8:30AM Mass. 
Bakers from On the Rise Bakery have recently been 
released from prison or have completed a Substance 
Use Disorder treatment program and truly want to 
change their lives. Please help support this ministry! 
 

 

Christmas Flower Offering 
Beginning next week  you will find Christmas flower 
offering envelopes.  The cost of Christmas flowers keeps 
rising every year, and we try our best to ensure that our 
Christmas time environment fills the church with both the 
sights and scents of Christmas. The envelopes have space 
for “Given in memory of or in honor of …” or you can 
enclose a list of the names of those loved ones you 
especially wish to remember during the Christmas season. 
Flower envelopes can be returned in the regular Sunday 
Offertory collection or dropped off in the rectory office . 
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Relax before the Thanksgiving Rush 
by John Hannigan 

 
This coming week will be very busy for many. Family 

and friends may visit and some of you may travel to join 
others. Road races will be run in Troy and Detroit and 
maybe you’ll be in one of them! Many families will help 
serve meals to people in need. The Thanksgiving Day 
Parade and the Detroit Lions’ football game are beloved 
traditions, regardless of the weather or the odds of the 
Lions winning.   

Before the holiday rush hits, take a little time out on 
Monday evening, November 21, at 7:00 pm. Come join 
fellow parishioners in the Social Hall. Come relax and enjoy 
a delightful film in a family night at the movies. Babette’s 
Feast (1987) is from a short story by Isak Dinesen. The story 
is about how an unusual dinner unfolds in the lives of one 
mysterious and several charming characters in a remote 
19th century Danish fishing village. The film is at once stark 

in its setting and 
wonderfully lush in the 
sumptuous title meal.   
Our viewing together is not 
only to whet our appetites 
for Thanksgiving, but also to 
reflect on all the ways the 
film presents a Christian, 
even Catholic message. 
How many ways will you 
see Christ revealed? How is 

presentation of the feast liturgical? How does it convey the 
beauty and power of the Eucharist? How are the people 
who come to Babette’s Feast changed by the encounter?  
Come, prepare for expressing deep gratitude at our own 
Thanksgiving dinners by reveling in the Grace found during 
Babette’s Feast.   
 
Note: The film is in Danish with English subtitles, but older 
children and teens very much enjoyed the film when we 
presented it here many years ago. 
Comments/Questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com  

Advent Retreat Focuses on Spiritual 
Meaning of Christmas Carols 

 
“I heard the bells on Christmas Day, their old familiar carols play 
…” In no other holy day or holiday does music play such a 
significant role as during the Christmas season. These “old 
familiar carols,” when pondered, can help the soul feel its worth 
and capture the great gift of the season. 
 During the 2022 Advent Retreat, Father Marty Iott, OP, a 
Dominican Friar from the Southern Province, examines the 
spiritual meaning of some of these old familiar carols. The retreat 
is offered in person from 6:30 p.m. Sunday, December 4, 2022, 
through 11:00 a.m. Thursday, December 8, 2022, at Weber 
Retreat and Conference Center. 
 The cost of the retreat is $160 for commuters, $325 per 
person double occupancy, and $425 single occupancy. All 
overnight guests must have proof of COVID-19 vaccination; all 
guests will be screen for the virus and must wear a mask except 
when eating. 
 Registration is required and is available at 
www.webercenter.org; click on “programs.” Registrations may 
also be made by contacting Weber Center at 517-266-4000 or 
webercenter@adriandominicans.org. Limited scholarships are 
available. 
 Weber Center is on the campus of the Adrian Dominican 
Sisters Motherhouse, Adrian. Enter the Eastern-most driveway of 
the complex and follow the signs to Weber Center. For 
information, call the Weber Center at 517-266-4000. 

Weber Center Offers Day of Remembrance 
for Buddhist Teacher Thich Nhat Hanh 

 
Sister Esther Kennedy, OP, offers a day of remembrance for Thich 
Nhat Hanh, noted Buddhist monk, peace activist, teacher, author, and 
poet who died on January 22, 2022. 
 A Cloud Never Dies is offered both in person and through live 
stream from 10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, December 3, 2022. The 
day includes story, meditation, imagination, and a big dose of joy and 
gratitude. Known as “Thay,” Thich Nhat Hanh taught through his life of 
courage, peace, and wisdom, calling his followers to mindful living in 
the face of suffering, cruelty, violence, and injustice. 
 The cost is $45 in person, including lunch, and $35 for the live 
stream presentation. Those who attend in person will be screened for 
COVID-19 and will be required to wear masks when not eating. 
 Registration for both the in-person and the online presentation is 
required and is available at www.webercenter.org; click on “programs.” 
Registrations may also be made by calling 517-266-4000 or emailing 
webercenter@adriandominicans.org. Limited scholarships are 
available. 
 Weber Center is on the campus of the Adrian Dominican Sisters’ 
Motherhouse, Adrian. Enter the Eastern-most driveway of the complex 
and follow the signs to Weber Center. For information, call the Weber 
Center at 517-266-4000. 

http://www.webercenter.org/
mailto:webercenter@adriandominicans.org
http://www.webercenter.org/
mailto:webercenter@adriandominicans.org
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888   dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555   dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

COORDINATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
Curtis Schuelke 

248 -647-4680 x. 5522   curtis@stmoffice.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rob Leonardi, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x 3333   
businessmanager@stmoffice.com 

 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311   kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533   josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544   ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting  248-647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES 

Main Office: 
248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   
248-647-4680 

Fax:  
248-647-8192 

 
HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed: 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com 
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday  4:30 p 
Sunday  8:30 a  

     11:30 a 
Wednesday 9:00 a 
Holy Days: 9:00 a 
   7:00 p 

 
SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:00 p 
 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

3rd Wednesday 9:30a-12p 

Community News Parish Directory 

WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 30, 

2022 AT 7:00 PM  
Sacred Heart 

Major Seminary 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com

