
 November 27 

 

 

                  Christmas Flowers 
 

 Christmas Season is almost upon us so please consider making a donation in a 
loved one’s name toward the purchase of flowers to decorate the Church for 
Christmas. 
 The list of names will be included in the Christmas bulletin on a separate 
insert. In order to meet the publishers deadlines, names must be received by December 5th. 
Names received after December 5th will be listed in the January 9th bulletin.  Envelopes are in 
the Gathering Area on the information counter. 

Thank you for your generosity and continued support 
of St. Thomas More Parish. 

Again this year let's make Christmas merrier for those less fortunate 
than we are.  The wooden giving trees that are a tradition in our 

parish have once again been refurbished and are now in the 
Gathering Area. Tags for the charitable organizations are on the 

trees.  Please help someone by taking a tag and buying the needed 
gift.  Securely attach the tag to the gift and bring it to the social hall 
by Sunday, December 11th, so that the gift can be delivered to the 

organization that week.   
 

The Christian Service Commission thanks you for  
your generous spirit.  
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Reflections From  
DEACON DON 

 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 

First Sunday in Advent 
 Early in the year my wife and I start to plan our 
camping trips for that year. We decide where we want to 
go, try to book the campgrounds we want to stay at, and 
try to pay for them so when we show up everything is 
done. As our first trip approaches we dewinterize our 
camper, wash and wax the outside, prepare and pack our 
clothes and some of the food. But no matter how early we 
start we are always scrambling on the last night before we 
leave to make sure we have everything. It would be nice to 
finish early and get a good night's rest but it just doesn't 
seem to happen. As much as we prepare, when we get to 
our first place, it never fails we forgot something and we 
put it on the list for the next trip. Like when we made up a 
bunch of hamburgers weeks ahead of time, froze them and 
forgot to take them with us. This kind of worked out 
because it gave us a chance to visit some local hamburger 
places. 
 As we enter into the Advent season, it's also a time of 
preparation for both the celebration of Christ's birthday 
but also for His second coming. 
 For many of us, we start after Thanksgiving to buy 
Christmas gifts for that special loved one in our lives. In my 
wive’s family they pick names for a gift exchange. This 
always adds a little stress mainly because her siblings are in 
different states and we don't get to visit with them to see 
what they might need. Back in my early working days I 
would wait until Christmas eve to go Christmas shopping 
because I got my Christmas bonus and I had money to buy 
gifts for my family. Now a days my wife cuts pages out of 
catalogs and circles the things she wants. I go online, order 
them and have them shipped to the house. It makes it very 
easy and now I can enjoy Advent much more without the 
stress of going to the stores.  
 In all of the worries and stress about finding the 
perfect gift we often forget what we are really celebrating 
and that's the birth of out Savior, it is a gift beyond 
compare. One of my favorite bible verses is from Isaiah 9:6, 
"For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his 
shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-
Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace." 
 I pray you see past all of the worries and stresses, find 
peace this Advent season, and make some time to spend 
with the Prince of Peace. 
 
God bless, Deacon Don 

THE GRACE OF ADVENT 
 
 Advent belongs to us. I say this because from 
Thanksgiving to December 25th the secular world is already 
celebrating the Christmas season. But as Christians we 
know the four weeks before Christmas are the time to 
prepare for Jesus’s coming. Advent is a time to celebrate 
light in the midst of a society that demands “instantaneous 
results.” We celebrate Advent well when we share our faith 
with our children, our family, our friends, and those we 
care about. 
 
 The weeks before Christmas are a very busy time for 
everyone. But on this first day of Advent, resolve to use 
some of this time to draw the family together, or a few 
friends together, into the grace of Advent. Take time to tell 
stories of your family: the stories of the decorations for the 
tree you bring out year after year. The story of the manger 
and why it has the central place in your Christmas setting.  
The stories of Christmas past. Use the Advent booklets that 
can be found on the Information Counter and let them help 
you prepare for the celebration of Christ among us, the 
true meaning of Christmas. 
 
 Remember, the commercial world is not the least bit 
interested in Advent. That’s why it truly belongs to us. Use 
it correctly and you’ll experience the presence of 
Emmanuel (“God-with-us”) as you prepare for His coming.  
That’s a very important Christmas gift given to yourself, and 
others, too. 
 
 Get a good start on Advent. Have a wonderful week 
and please find a place for me in your prayers. 
 
       Msgr. Tom Rice 
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Prayer Request  

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Rosanne Bishop 

Marge Qualmann  
Diana Ryan 

 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

† Father Gerald F. Cavanagh, S.J.,  
†Sr. Irene Zaorski  

Saturday November 26 
  4:30p  †Debbie Carryer 
   †Nancy Green  
   †Pius Motha  
   †Joan of Arc Machado  
Sunday  November 27 
  8:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More  
11:30a  †Arline Hahn 
   †Robert Jermstad 
Wednesday November 30 
  9:00a  †All Souls Intentions 
Saturday December 3 
  4:30p  †For the People of St. Thomas More 
   †James David Pawlowski 
   †Jim Pawlowski  
Sunday  December 4 
  8:30a  †Monica ZoeAnne Leonardi 
   †Mary Hrynik 
11:30a  †Arline Hahn 

November 2021 
Beatrice Gosine 

Francesca Mary Spina 
Maurine D. Brennan 

 

December 2021 
Marian Urban 
Mary Hrynik 

Ernesto Tuazon 
 

March 2022 
Janet Kellett  

 

April 2022 
William Dine 

Dennis Bernard Dubay 
Paul Robert Brown 

 

June 2022 
Louis Polsinelli 

Peter Edward Sikaitis  
July 2022 

Carol Kubicz 
Thomas J. Johnson 

 

August 2022 
Rose Beuthien 

Barbara Maronek 
Robert Cosgrove 

Emily Jean Calkins 
Helen VanLoon 

 

September 2022 
Elizabeth Toton 

 

October 2022 
Charles P. Kleinsmith Jr. 
Deborah Marie Carryer 

STM Prayer Requests 
 

Prayers for the Sick:  Names are read at the Altar during the Prayers of the Faithful for two weeks and are published in the bulletin for four weeks. 
If you wish to have the person remain on the prayer list when the four weeks have passed, call the parish office and the cycle will start again. 
 
Prayers for the Deceased:  Names of the newly deceased are read at the Altar during the Prayers of the Faithful for two weeks and are published 
in the bulletin for two weeks. 
 
Prayers for the Military:  The names of those in the Military are published in the bulletin weekly until they are no longer serving. 
 
To add, change, or remove a name from our prayer lists, please call the Parish Office at 248-647-2222. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
1st Lt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Pfc. Cole Hayden 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 
Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 

Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag  
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

PRAY FOR THE  
MILITARY 
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Worship 
                         Saint Nicholas of Myra—December 6  

Born Traditionally March 15, 270 
Died Traditionally  December 6, 343 (aged 73) 
Myra, Roman Empire (modern-day Demre, Antalya, Turkey) 
Major shrine Basilica di San Nicola, Bari, Italy 
Feast December 5/6 in Western Christianity 
Patronage Children, travelers, sailors, fishermen, merchants, broadcasters, the falsely accused, 
repentant thieves, brewers, pharmacists, archers, pawnbrokers, unmarried people,  
 
 The saint’s name Nicholas is of Greek origin and means “victor of people.” 
 A pure liquid known as the Manna of St. Nicholas (or St. Nicholas Manna) has flowed from his 
bones for 17 centuries. Each May 9th on the Feast of the Translation of the Relics of St. Nicholas, a Dominican priest siphons the 
manna of St. Nicholas into a glass vial. The manna is traditionally used to bless the Christian faithful. 
 St. Nicholas’s anonymous gift-giving originated in his hometown of Patara in Turkey.  According to ancient tradition, to deliver a 
destitute family of a widower father and his three daughters, who their father was considering to sell into slavery, out of dire poverty, the 
young Nicholas secretly threw three bags of gold coins through their window on three consecutive nights. 
His anonymous nocturnal gift-giving has continued in many countries to today, including being translated into Santa’s visits. 
 He got to be Santa Claus thanks to a corruption of the Dutch way of referring to him as “Sinterklaas.” The Dutch brought 
“Sinterklaas” with them to North America in 1621 when they founded New Amsterdam on the tip of Manhattan. English speaking settlers 
later corrupted the name, which evolved into “Santa Claus.” 
 St. Nicholas is sometimes referred to as the “boy bishop” because he was consecrated Bishop of Myra at the tender age of 30. 
 Oranges, a popular treat as a stocking filler even in North America into the later part of the 20th century, was traditionally given by 
Sinterklaas to children in Holland. The oranges recall the three round purses containing gold coins St. Nicholas threw into the window of 
the destitute family on those three consecutive nights to deliver them from poverty 
We shouldn’t forget that St. Nicholas spent seven long, hard years, tortured and imprisoned for his faith in Christ under the Diocletian 
Persecution, until the first Christian emperor, Constantine issued the Edict of Milan in A.D. 313 that gave religious liberty to all 
Christians.  

MINISTERS FOR MASS —  2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
DECEMBER 3&4 

 

MASS Ministers 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Thomas Rice  
Dcn. Don Baross 

Fr. Robert Spezia 
Dcn. Michael Stach 

Msgr. Thomas Rice 
Dcn, Don Baross 

READER Leslie Ward Joe Widina Cindy Hansen 

SERVERS Samantha Foley Randy Skala Jacob and Matthew Azzam 

USHERS Jeff Lapointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 
Paul Kruse 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

ADVENT BOOKS AVAILABLE 
 

The Little Blue Book from Diocese of Saginaw 
offers six-minute reflections on the Sunday 
Gospels for this year. The Little Blue Book will 
enhance your Advent and Christmas prayer 
experience. It is available on the Information 
Counter in the Gathering Area. Donation of $1 
appreciated. 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
 

During this Advent Season, we are asking for STM parishioners to 
light the candle (s) of the Advent Wreath during the weekend 
Liturgies. You can be a family, a couple, or an 
individual. 
 
If you are interested in participating in the Mass by 
being a candle lighter for the Advent Wreath, please 
sign-up at the Information Counter. 
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In Our Parish 
 THE WEEK AHEAD 

 

 Saturday, November 26 
 Reconciliation– 3:00PM 
 Mass— 4:30PM 

 Sunday, November 27 
 Mass— 8:30AM 
 Mass— 11:30AM 

 Monday, November 28 
 The Men of STM— 7:00PM 

 Tuesday, November 29  
 Faith Formation Classes— 5:00PM 
 Faith Formation Classes— 6:30PM 

 Wednesday, November 30 
 Mass— 9:00AM  

 Thursday, December 1 
 Faith Formation Classes— 4:30PM 
 Called & Gifted Program— 7:00PM 

 Saturday, December 3 
 Reconciliation– 3:00PM 
 Mass— 4:30PM 

 Sunday, December 4 
 Mass— 8:30AM 
 Mass— 11:30AM 
 Youth Alpha— 7:00PM  
 8th Grade Sponsor Meeting— 7:00PM 
 Faith Formation Middle School Classes— 7:00PM  

ST. THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB  
The Book Club selection for November is The 

German Wife by Kelly Rimmer.  
This is a novel, inspired by the true story of a 

secret US intelligence program that employed 
former Nazis after WW2 for the US space 

program.  

THE FIRST OF THE MONTH COLLECTION 
St. Vincent de Paul—December 3 & 4  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you for support in helping those in need! 

 
Missing 

Well loved personal Bible that was gifted 
many years ago.  It was a first Bible with 
a lot of highlights and notes in it.  It is a 
red, hard-cover, NRSV (it is not a 
Catholic) translation It has been missing 
since the end of September. If found 
please return to parish office. 

24 Hour Prayer Line 
 

The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament 
have initiated a 24 Hour Prayer Line. 

 

The Sisters are attentive to begin the 
requested prayers promptly— email 

opnunsfh@sbcglobal.net 
or call 248-626-8253. 

 

Conversation with Catholic men… 
Join the discussion! 

Monday, November 28 @ 7:00pm 
Church Conference Room 
(End of Sacristy Hallway) 

 

 

The St. Thomas More 2023 Calendars  
are Available 

  
Please, pick up at the 
Information Counter  



Page 6 First Sunday of Advent    

 

 

Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Expectations for Advent 
by John Hannigan 

 
Encountering Jesus is a theme of Unleash the Gospel (UtG). 
In today’s Gospel (Matt 24:37-39), Jesus teaches us to look 
forward to encounters with him, though we may not know 
when or what to expect. As people in Noah’s day did not 
expect the flood, “so will it be also at the coming of the Son 
of Man,” Jesus said, “… you also must be prepared, for at an 
hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”  
Advent is a time for preparing for that coming. Our focus 
may be on shopping, songs about sleigh rides, and even 
good things like being with friends and family at Christmas. 
But for the Church, Advent is a liturgical season anticipating 
our celebration of the Incarnation of our Lord, his first 
coming into the world, as well as to prepare for his Second 
Coming, our final encounter with Christ.      
When and how we will encounter Jesus is hidden from us. 
The Israelites anticipated the Messiah would come as a 
mighty warrior, the Lord of Hosts. They did not expect he 
would be a baby born in a stable. Last week we celebrated 
the Feast of Christ the King of the Universe. How 
intimidating it can be to encounter that Jesus, our King and 
just Judge! The first time, our Lord came in disguise to a 
backwater village. Only a few shepherds heard the 
announcement from angels “on high” and came to meet 
Jesus. Only three Eastern kings came to meet the one 
whose birth the heavens themselves had proclaimed.  
How loving was God’s plan to be born humbly into the 
world as a baby, to ease our first encounter, to help us see 
him as someone we can approach, hold dear, and love. 
Think how you reacted when you met, for the very first 
time, a new infant niece or nephew, a grandchild, or your 
son or daughter! Were you not captivated wholly by that 
wonder? Enthralled by the miracle being caressed by the 
mother? Thrilled by that trembling beauty when you were 
given a chance to hold the baby in your arms? UtG reminds 
us we “all are invited to encounter Jesus and let [our] 
hearts be captured by him,” … enthralled, even thrilled.  
Just as we get to know a baby over years of growth and 
deepening relationship, so it is in coming to know Jesus. 
Advent is a time to approach Jesus disarmed, with wide-
eyed wonder, as we’d approach an infant, with open 
hearts. “Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight His 
paths” (Mark 1:3). 
 
Questions? Comments? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

CANCELED  This Weekend 
After all Sunday Masses 

In the Social Hall 
 

Free will donations are greatly 
appreciated! 

Advent Retreat Focuses on Spiritual 
Meaning of Christmas Carols 

 
“I heard the bells on Christmas Day, their old familiar carols play 
…” In no other holy day or holiday does music play such a 
significant role as during the Christmas season. These “old familiar 
carols,” when pondered, can help the soul feel its worth and 
capture the great gift of the season. 
 
During the 2022 Advent Retreat, Father Marty Iott, OP, a 
Dominican Friar from the Southern Province, examines the spiritual 
meaning of some of these old familiar carols. The retreat is offered 
in person from 6:30 p.m. Sunday, December 4, 2022, through 
11:00 a.m. Thursday, December 8, 2022, at Weber Retreat and 
Conference Center. 
 
The cost of the retreat is $160 for commuters, $325 per person 
double occupancy, and $425 single occupancy. All overnight 
guests must have proof of COVID-19 vaccination; all guests will be 
screen for the virus and must wear a mask except when eating. 
 
Registration is required and is available at www.webercenter.org; 
click on “programs.” Registrations may also be made by contacting 
Weber Center at 517-266-4000 or 
webercenter@adriandominicans.org. Limited scholarships are 
available. 
 
Weber Center is on the campus of the Adrian Dominican Sisters 
Motherhouse, Adrian. Enter the Eastern-most driveway of the 
complex and follow the signs to Weber Center. For information, call 
the Weber Center at 517-266-4000. 

Thank You, Parishioners 
“I was hungry and you gave me to eat; I was thirsty and you 

gave me to drink..” Matthew 25:35 
 

Thank you so much for your generosity during the 
Thanksgiving Gift Card collection. Grocery Gift 
cards and cash donations amounted to $3,378 In 
these uncertain times, that is wonderful! The 
donations were divided equally for the needy 
families at St. Damien of Molokai Parish in 
Pontiac and Morse Elementary School in Troy.and 
those families that are helped by our own St. 
Vincent de Paul –STM Conference.  
 
The Christian Service Commission appreciates 
your willingness to help those less fortunate in 
our community. 

http://www.webercenter.org/
mailto:webercenter@adriandominicans.org
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888   dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555   dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

COORDINATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
Curtis Schuelke 

248 -647-4680 x. 5522   curtis@stmoffice.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rob Leonardi, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x 3333   
businessmanager@stmoffice.com 

 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311   kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533   josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544   ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting  248-647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES 

Main Office: 
248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   
248-647-4680 

Fax:  
248-647-8192 

 
HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed: 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com 
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday  4:30 p 
Sunday  8:30 a  

     11:30 a 
Wednesday 9:00 a 
Holy Days: 9:00 a 
   7:00 p 

 
SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:00 p 
 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

3rd Wednesday 9:30a-12p 

Community News Parish Directory 

WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 30, 

2022 AT 7:00 PM  
Sacred Heart 

Major Seminary 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com

