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 Christmas Season is almost upon us so please 
consider making a donation in a loved one’s name 
toward the purchase of flowers to decorate the 
Church for Christmas. 
 The list of names will be included in the 
Christmas bulletin on a separate insert. In order to meet the publishers deadlines, names 
must be received by December 5th. 
 Names received after December 5th will be listed in the January 8th bulletin. 
Envelopes are in the Gathering Area on the information counter. 

Communal Penance Service with Individual Absolution 
Tuesday, December 20 7:00 pm 

Christmas Masses 
Saturday December 24 

4:00pm and 10:00pm  
Sunday, December 25 
8:30am and 11:30am 

Weekday Mass 
Wednesday, December 28 9:00am 

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 
Saturday, December 31 4:30pm 

Sunday, January 1 8:30am and 11:30am 
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Reflections From  
DEACON DON 

 

A Note From 
Our Pastor 

 
Third Sunday in Advent 

 
 Back in the 80's and 90's my wife ran a computerized 
embroidery business out of our house. A good friend of ours 
was a coach for Pontiac High School cross country team and 
he wanted the word, "Chiefs" with a tail, in tackle twill put on 
some very nice warm-up suits. After some research I found a 
company in St. Clair Shores named Stahls, who would supply 
the words and also supply a program to sew them down. I 
went there one Saturday to get some color samples of the 
tackle twill material. Entering the office there was no one 
there, so I rang the bell for service but no one came. Finally 
after about fifteen minutes a gentleman walked into the 
office and asked if he could help me. I told him that I was 
looking for color samples and he invited me into the room 
they kept the tackle twill in and he cut some samples off the 
bolts of material and gave them to me. As I was leaving I told 
him that I didn't think they ran the business very well if they 
made everyone wait a long time. Then he introduced himself 
and told me that he was the owner. Oh boy, me and my big 
mouth! All I wanted was some color samples and I met the 
owner and made myself look foolish. 
 In our Gospel, John's disciples are sent to Jesus to find 
out if he is the one that John has been talking about. Jesus 
tells them about the miracles that they have heard of and 
seen for themselves. Then he asks the crowds about John. He 
asks them, "Why did they go out into the desert to see? 
Someone dressed in fine clothing because they live in royal 
palaces." He asks again, "Why did they go out? To see a 
prophet?" You see, they were looking for a prophet but they 
were met by their Savior. 
 So my question is, "What are you looking for?" For me, I 
have had lunches with past coworkers, attended several 
Christmas parties, and had dinner with close friends. I have 
fallen into what society tells us what this time of year is all 
about. It wants us to believe that it's about having fun and 
spending money. We gather together with those who are 
special in our lives, the relationships that have meaning and 
whether we realize it or not, we share the love of Jesus that 
has been planted in our hearts. We go to parties to have fun, 
but in a roundabout way we meet our Savior as we spread 
joy this season amongst them. So what are you looking for?   
I pray you see your Savior in the faces you meet this Advent 
season. 
 
God Bless –Deacon Don  

 Let Christ come into your heart this Christmas 
 
 If you’ve been away from the Church, away from the 
Eucharist for a long time,  please come home for Christmas.  
We miss you and we want you back. 
 Everyone wants to make a difference in this world but it 
isn’t easy.  It isn’t easy trying to go it alone.  We all need one 
another, not only in parish communities, but even in small 
spiritual support groups.  To be more effective we need 
greater solidarity. 
 If you have been spiritually isolated in recent years, away 
from the church, please consider coming home for Christmas.  
We want you back.  The Holy Spirit is behind this request.  
Everything that is born of the Spirit involves a personal gift, a 
baptism, a confirmation, an outpouring of grace.  By opening 
yourself to the grace of God, wonderful things begin to 
happen. 
 
 On the day Mary accepted the Holy Spirit she 
 became the mother of Jesus. 
 
 On the bank of the Jordan, heaven opened up and 
 the Spirit descended on Jesus so filling Him with the 
 Spirit that Jesus was called “The Christ,” meaning 
 “He who has received the anointing of the Spirit.” 
 
 On the morning of Pentecost the powerful wind of 
 the Spirit blew on that upper room where the twelve 
 frightened Apostles had gathered to pray with Mary. 
 The Apostles experienced a spiritual force that blew 
 away all their fears, flooding their hearts with a 
 wellspring of joy and praise beyond description. 
 Christ was born again in their hearts. 
 We all need a new beginning.  We all need our fears 
blown away.  This experience of Christ’s coming into the 
world, into your heart, is renewable at all times.  Let it happen 
to you again this Christmas. 
 Catholics all over the world will soon celebrate the great 
event of Jesus’ birth.  United in a community of faith we will all 
experience God’s love in a new way.  If you have been away 
from the Church and feel the need for fresh spiritual vigor in 
your life, come home for Christmas.  We miss you and we 
want you back. 
 If you know someone who has been away from the 
church and you care about them, please send them this 
column with my love. 
 
      Msgr. Tom Rice 
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Prayer Request  

Saturday December 10 
  4:30PM  For the People of St. Thomas More 
Sunday  December 11 
8:30AM  †Kevin Camache 
11:30AM  †Arline Hahn 
   †Joseph Walczak 
   †Jerome Walczak 
   †Marian Urban 
Saturday December 17 
  4:30PM  †Joan MacDonald 
   †Joe Sokolowski 
   †Leonardo Fermin 
Sunday  December 18 
  8:30AM  †Robert Ermiger 
   †Shella Galvin 
11:30AM  †Arline Hahn 
   Christopher Vidosh 
   †Cara Henning 
   Greg & Tina Bryen—50th Wedding Anniversary 

 

 SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
  December 9, 2022 
 

         Congratulations to 
 

 Andrea McAuliffe and Michael Dawes 
 

        May God grant them a lifetime of love, 
         health, and happiness. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
SSgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Pfc. Cole Hayden 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 
M1st Class Megan Jamison 
Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  

LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Spc. Carl Voag  
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

PRAY FOR THE  
MILITARY 

Rosanne Bishop John DiClemente 

Marge Qualmann  Helen Walczak 

Diana Ryan Kathy Olson 

Karen Morpoglio  

Pray for the Sick  

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Joseph Breen—husband of Ann Breen 
†  Christine Nielsen—wife of Eric Nielsen 

† Lois Odweller  
†Deacon Eugene A. Tombler  

 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Scripture Readings 
For the Week of December 11, 2022 

Sunday Third Sunday of Advent 
 Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10; Jas 5:7-10; 
 Mt 11:2-11 
Monday Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Zec 2:14-17; Judith 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 
 Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19, 23; Mt 
 21:28-32 
Wednesday Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest and 
 Doctor of the Church 
 Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab & 10, 11-12, 13
- 14; Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2 & 4, 5-6, 11-12a & 13b; Lk 
 7:24-30 
Friday Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Jn 5:33-36 
Saturday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-
 17 
Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 
 1:18-24 

24 Hour Prayer Line 
 

The Nuns of the Monastery of the Blessed Sacrament 
have initiated a 24 Hour Prayer Line. 

 

The Sisters are attentive to begin the 
requested prayers promptly— email 

opnunsfh@sbcglobal.net 
or call 248-626-8253. 



Page 4 Third  Sunday of Advent    

 

 

Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS —  4TH  SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
DECEMBER 17 AND 18 

MASS Ministers 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Rice  
Don Baross 

Fr. Spezia 
Don Baross  

Msgr. Rice 
Michael Stach 

READER Barbara Lepri  Joan Reddy  Dan Parente  

SERVERS Jake Foley  Isela Mulcahy  Clair DePorre  

USHERS Jeff Lapointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward  
 

John Gielniak 
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemak 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet  Larry Jeziorski  Zack Azzam  

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Wednesday, December 21 

9:30-12:00 
 

  For most of us, this is a very busy time  
  of year.  The demands of shopping, decorating, entertaining, cooking, 
baking, etc. puts our lives at a frantic pace.  Our focus tends to be on all 
the things we have to get done.  Often the REAL meaning and 
celebration of CHRISTmas may get blurred in the midst of our secular 
world.  A beautiful way to “stay in focus” and prepare for the 
celebration of Christ’s birth is to spend quiet, prayerful time before 
Him in Eucharistic Adoration.  Step away from your hectic schedule and 

seek His peace.  Slow me down Lord, so that I may be attentive to You. 
 

I am the vine and you are the branches.  Whoever 
remains in me and I in him shall bear much fruit 

because without me,  
you can do nothing.  (John 15:5) 

 

 

Advent Communal Reconciliation 
Service with Individual Absolution 

Tuesday, December 20, 7:00 pm 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 
 

During this Advent Season, we are asking for STM parishioners to 
light the candle(s) of the Advent Wreath during the 
weekend Liturgies. You can be a family, a couple, 
or an individual. 
If you are interested in participating in the Mass by 
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In Our Parish 

 Saturday, December 10 
 Reconciliation– 3:00PM 
 Mass— 4:30PM 
 Sunday, December 11 
 Mass— 8:30AM 
 Mass— 11:30AM 
 Youth Alpha—7:00PM  
 Faith Formation Middle School Classes—7:00PM  
 8th Grade Sponsor Meeting—7:00PM 
 Monday, December 12 

 The MEN of STM—7:00PM 
 Tuesday, December 13 
 Faith Formation Classes—5:00PM 
 Faith Formation Classes—6:30PM 

 Wednesday, December 14 
 Mass—9:00AM  
 Intercessory Prayer—7:00PM  

 Thursday, December 15 
 Office Closes at 12:30 Today 
 Faith Formation Classes—4:30PM 
 Saturday, December 17 
 Reconciliation– 3:00PM 
 Mass— 4:30PM 

 Sunday, December 18 
 Mass— 8:30AM 
 Mass— 11:30AM 
 

After all Sunday Masses 
In the Social Hall 

 
Free will donations are 

greatly appreciated! 

12/10/22—4:30PM  

12/11/22—8:30AM Dan Heath Lumen and Eva Van Houw 

12/11/22—11:30AM  

12/17/22—4:30PM  

12/18/22—8:30AM Martha Whiting 

12/18/22—11:30AM  

The Christmas Wafer  
 

In many Polish homes throughout the world, a beloved family tradition is 
the breaking of the oplatek on Christmas Eve. Oplatek is a thin wafer 
made from flour and water similar in taste and consistency to the hosts 
that are used for communion during Mass. Oplatki are often stamped 
with an elaborate Christmas scene. 
Historically these would be distributed by the church to parishioners’ 
homes during the Advent season. The Christmas wafer is shared before, 
the Christmas Eve supper.  
The oplatek is meant to remind families of the Eucharistic bread at Mass 
and makes a further connection between Christmas and the gift of the 
Eucharist, the presence of God among us. 
Christmas Eve is the most holy and meaningful day of the year in Poland 
and for Polish families around the world. It is a day of waiting for and 
celebration of the birth of the Christ Child. 
The head of the household usually starts by breaking the wafer with his 
wife and then continues to share it with everyone at the  table, starting 
with the oldest down to the youngest. Wishes for peace and prosperity 
are exchanged and even the pets and farm animals are given a piece of 
oplatek on Christmas Eve. 
Legend has it that if animals eat oplatek on Christmas Eve, they will be 
able to speak in human voices at midnight, but only those who are pure 
of spirit will be able to hear them. 
After the breaking of the bread is 
completed, a small meal is served that 
eagerly anticipates the Midnight Mass, 
which many Polish families would attend 
on Christmas Eve. 
The tradition has survived the test of time 
and is still celebrated in many parts of the 
world by various families, including many 
who come from a Slavic ancestry. It is a 
beautiful tradition, one that keeps the true 
“spirit of Christmas,” and unites a family 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Available on the Information Counter in the Gathering Area.  
Donation of $1.00 appreciated. 

Family Advent Wreath Lighting 

The Faith Formation children held a procession to celebrate the 

first Sunday of Advent on November 27.  The green prayer table 

cloth was swapped out with a purple one to indicate this time of 

preparing to receive Jesus at the Christmas Feast.  The 1st Advent 

Candle was lit symbolizing the hope we have in Jesus our Savior. 
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

Christmas Basilicas Pilgrimage   
On Wednesday to Thursday, December 28-29, for two days & one 
night, you are welcome to join Prayer Pilgrimages as we plan to tour/
visit New York's Our Lady of Victory National Shrine & Basilica; Our 
Lady of Fatima National Shrine & Basilica with Festival of Lights & over 
threeBasilica. Daily Holy Mass with Fr. Marcel Portelli, pilgrimage 
chaplain hundred Nativity Displays; London, Ontario's St. Peter's 
Cathedral . Overnight stay at Super 8 in Niagara Falls with optional free 
time to see the Falls. Michigan deluxe motorcoach pickup/returns from 
Sterling Heights, Detroit, Saginaw, & Gladwin. Price per person is $275 
(single), $235 (double), $225 (triple), $215 (quad). To reserve and/or 
more information: Michael Semaan at (248) 250-6005 and/or 
visit https://prayerpilgrimages.com. 

Rejoice at the Coming of the Lord  

by John Hannigan 

  

“…Rejoice with joyful song …”   

“Those whom the Lord has ransomed will return 

and enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy; they will meet 

with joy and gladness, 

sorrow and mourning will flee”  

So begins and ends today’s first reading from Isaiah (35:1-6a; 10). On 

this third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, we are called to rejoice. 

The rose-colored candle lit today reflects joy. But how can the coming 

of the Messiah be met with joy when the promise of a renewed and 

healed creation seems far away? When the world is filled with wars, 

rumors of war and incomprehensible random violence? When we fear 

drought, disease and discord? When we experience sorrow and 

mourning? When good people are blind, or deaf, or lame? When loved 

ones die? 

Joy is found in our Lord Jesus, in an encounter without fear. 

Isaiah also proclaims: “I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is the 

joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation” (Is 

61:10). When Mary welcomed Jesus into her womb and proclaimed 

the greatness of the Lord, she said “‘my spirit rejoices in God my 

savior’” (Luke 1:47-50). When Mary visited Elizabeth, the infant John 

the Baptist “leaped in her womb.” Elizabeth said he “leaped for 

joy” (Luke 1:41-44). At the empty tomb, the disciples were “fearful yet 

overjoyed” and ran to announce the Resurrection. When they met 

Jesus he said “Be not afraid,” “Peace be with you,” and they were 

filled with joy.   

Yes, St. Paul wrote “Rejoice always” (1Thess 5:24), despite what 

the world may hold, whatever fearful things may happen in our lives. 

He also wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: 

rejoice!” (Phil 4:4). Isaiah and Mary and Paul and Jesus all tell us it is in 

the Lord we are to rejoice and be at peace. “The Lord is near,” Paul 

reminds us. “Have no anxiety at all, but … the peace of God that 

surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus” (Phil 4:6-7). In today’s second reading we hear we “must be 

patient. Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at 

hand” (Jas 5:8). 

Let’s prepare to meet our Savior with great joy. Let’s encounter 

him and his promise of everlasting joy in Scripture, in prayer, in the 

sick whom we visit, and in the poor whom we help. Without fear, let’s 

receive Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Rejoice, for “a savior has been 

born for you” (Luke 2:10-11). 

Comments/questions? UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

Andreas Fathalla Short Bio for World Youth Day 
 
Hi! My name is Andreas Fathalla and I’m 20 years old. I’m 

majoring in Business at Kalamazoo College, and recently 

studied Arabic abroad in Amman, Jordan. I went through the 

RCIA program here at St. Thomas More and was confirmed 

when I was 16 years old. My faith journey was kind of 

complicated at the start. I am half Egyptian and half Brazilian, 

and my father is Muslim while my mother is Catholic. My 

father didn’t want me to be baptized, so my mother and 

grandmother took it upon themselves to have me baptized in 

secret so that he wouldn’t find out. 

 Before moving to Michigan, I would always attend mass 

at St. Thomas More when visiting my grandparents who have 

been parishioners here for 30 years. I moved from New York 

to Michigan with my mom when I was 10 years old, and since 

living here I’ve had the opportunity to get more involved 

with the church and learn more about the Catholic faith. My 

grandparents have always been a big influence on my faith, 

encouraging me to learn more about the religion and how to 

better follow the word of God, which I continually strive to 

do in my daily life. I’ve recently had the opportunity to visit 

the holy sites of Jerusalem and Bethlehem while studying 

abroad and hope to have a similarly 

fulfilling experience at World Youth Day in 

Portugal this upcoming summer. 

 

If you are 16 – 35 years old and interested 

in attending World Youth Day with 

Andreas and others from the Archdiocese 

of Detroit, contact the Faith Formation Office 248-647-4680 

or email josylin@stmoffice.com 

https://prayerpilgrimages.com/
mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
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Community News 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888   dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555   dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

COORDINATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
Curtis Schuelke 

248 -647-4680 x. 5522   curtis@stmoffice.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rob Leonardi, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x 3333   
businessmanager@stmoffice.com 

 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311   kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533   josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544   ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting  248-647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

4580 Adams Rd 
Troy, MI  48098 

 
PARISH OFFICES 

Main Office: 
248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   
248-647-4680 

Fax:  
248-647-8192 

 
HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed: 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com 
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday  4:30 p 
Sunday  8:30 a  

     11:30 a 
Wednesday 9:00 a 
Holy Days: 9:00 a 
   7:00 p 

 
SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 3:00 p 
 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

3rd Wednesday 9:30a-12p 

Parish Directory 

   Our Lady of Guadalupe  
           Power Point Presentation 

  
On Monday, December 12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Pablo Calzada (Founder and President of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Ministry) will provide a detailed power point presentation on God’s 
intervention in Mexico through Our Lady of Guadalupe.  The 
presentation will be from 7:00-8:30 pm in the church of the National 
Shrine of the Little Flower (2100 W. 12 Mile Rd., Royal Oak, MI 
48073).  Fr. Alex Kratz, OFM, of Terra Sancta Ministries, will emcee 
and explain how understanding Our Lady intervention in Mexico 
almost 500 years ago will help us to promote a culture of life and a 
civilization of love in Michigan today.  She can encourage and help 
us overcome the culture of death.  A freewill offering will take taken 
up to support Pablo’s ministry.  For more information, call/text Fr. 
Alex at (313) 727-9784 or email at abunaalex@yahoo.com 

The Office of Priestly Vocations’ discernment group for men 
(18-55) considering the priesthood is having its next meeting 
on Wednesday, December 14, 2022 – 7:00-8:30pm. New 
members can join at any time, as there is no requirement to 
have been at the last meeting. The previous nights have been 
a great success with many men excited to talk about their 
possible vocation to the priesthood. 
Meetings are led by Fr. Craig Giera, Director of Priestly 
Vocations, and will include prayer, group discussion on 
discernment, light refreshments, and fellowship with other 
like-minded men. Please contact the vocation office for more 
info: detroitpriestlyvocations.com/discernment-groups/. 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
mailto:abunaalex@yahoo.com
https://detroitpriestlyvocations.com/discernment-groups/?__hstc=227631426.8edd401cf141eccf95b09378d2e44f3f.1648654653397.1669040561448.1669133529400.29&__hssc=227631426.1.1669133529400&__hsfp=2478973190

