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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 

Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 My wife and I have a friend that is always sharing 
something positive that happens in her life and she shared 
this story. Last night we went to our son Anthony’s favorite 
restaurant, Dave and Busters, with two other families. The 
kids had a great time playing the games. At some point 
during the evening, Anthony came up to me and gave me 
five dollars. Puzzled, I asked him where it came from? He 
was very busy with his friends so only had time to give a 
short answer that gave me comfort that it was ok. Later on 
the car ride home we talked about the five dollars. He had 
played his favorite game that gives the players super hero 
playing cards. He had finally won his favorite card….a shiny 
venom card. There was a toddler near him that wanted his 
new venom card. Anthony gave him his card and walked 
away. Later the parents of the toddler found Anthony and 
gave him the five dollars. Anthony said he didn’t want to 
take it but they wouldn’t accept no as an answer.  
 In our first reading from Isaiah, the Lord says to "Share 
your bread with the hungry, shelter the oppressed and the 
homeless; clothe the naked when you see them, and do not 
turn your back on your own. Then your light shall break 
forth like the dawn, and your wound shall quickly be healed; 
your vindication shall go before you, and the glory of the 
LORD shall be your rear guard." These are what we know as 
corporal works of mercy. 
 The reading talks about the corporal works of mercy 
which I think are pretty lofty but I think of them more as 
random acts of kindness. So how do we do the acts of 
kindness mentioned in our first reading? Sharing your bread 
with the hungry is easy by giving to the many soup kitchens 
or here at St. Thomas More we are collecting boxes of 
cereal. I know it's not bread but we are feeding the hungry. 
Sheltering the oppressed or homeless we might think is 
impossible. The oppressed is someone who has undue 
stress in their life and sometimes just being a listening ear 
might be the shelter they need. Clothing the naked is simply 
giving unwanted clothing to St. Vincent DePaul. Probably 
the most important and the most difficult is not turning your 
back on your own. I know many people who are holding a 
grudge against one of their siblings or relatives because of 
something really silly. Perhaps something they did or didn't 
do. To allow your light to shine you need to forgive and then 
your wounds will be quickly healed.  I pray you let you light 
shine through doing random acts of kindness. 
 

God bless, Deacon Don 

Sinners and Saints? 
 

 Have you ever heard anyone say, “That’s an 
oxymoron”? Makes you want to run to your dictionary.  
There we are told an oxymoron is not a beast of burden but 
rather “a contradiction in the same sentence.” For 
example, something can be both hot and cold at the same 
time.  That would be an oxymoron. 
 

 Likewise, we as people can be, and sometimes are, 
contradictions. We can be people who love and hate at the 
same time.  We can diet and cheat on our diet in the same 
day. We are both saints and sinners. 
 

 Everyone knows the story in the Scriptures of how 
Jesus dealt with the woman caught in adultery. There 
wasn’t any doubt as to what she had done.  Everyone knew 
she was a sinner. But Jesus saw that there was more to 
her than just a sinner. There was goodness, too, and He 
forgave her to allow the goodness to shine forth. 
 

 The crowd that day was made up of the “righteous 
people,” the town folk who saw themselves as being much 
better than the woman. They all “looked good” but Jesus 
saw more. He knew there was sin present, too. 
 

 All of us are both saints and sinners. We all probably 
try to do what is right but all of us fail as well. What does it 
all mean? Here are two thoughts;  1) Thank God today that 
He is such a forgiving God who sees the good in us (in spite 
of the bad) and allows us to live the goodness.  2) Be a 
little more patient, a little less judgmental of people who, 
like the rest of us, are sinners and saints. In this way, we 
can be effective channels of forgiveness for others and a 
little more realistic of what we can expect from others as 
well. 
 

 Have a wonderful week. Let’s remember each other in 
prayer. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 
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Readings for the Week of February 5, 2023 
 

Sunday Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Is 58:7-10; Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 1 Cor 2:1-5;  
 Mt 5:13-16 
 

Monday Memorial of Saint Paul Miki and Companions, 
 Martyrs  Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 & 12,  
 24 & 35c; Mk 6:53-56 
 

Tuesday Gn 1:20 ‑ ‑ 2:4a; Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Mk 7:1-13 
 

Wednesday Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28,  
 29bc-30; Mk 7:14-23 
 

Thursday Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Mk 7:24-30 
 

Friday Memorial of Saint Scholastica, Virgin 
 Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7; Mk 7:31-37 
 

Saturday Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10 
 

Sunday Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 1  
 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 

THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  February 4 
  4:30p  Olga Bass 
   Mr. Cruz Motha 
   Mrs. Berneth Soris 
   Pietro Volante—Birthday Remembrance 
 

Sunday  February 5 
  8:30a  Virginia Gabriel 
   Gail Elizabeth Jensen—4th Anniversary 
   Mr. Sylvester Surowka—17th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  Bela Balaz—39th Anniversary 
   Veronica Chick—8th Anniversary 
   Mark and Lucyna Teklinski—50th 
         Wedding Anniversary Blessing 
 

Tuesday  February 7 
  9:00a  Rose Marie Floyd 
   For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

Wednesday February 8 
  9:00a  Kathleen Dwyer—6th Anniversary 
 

Saturday  February 11 
  4:30p  Stanley Sheremet—1st Anniversary 
 

Sunday  February 12 
  8:30a  Mary Hrynik—Birthday Remembrance 
   Regina Surowka—25th Anniversary 
 

11:30a  For the People of St. Thomas More 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

†  Olga Bass—friend of Helen Walczak 

†  Fr. Francis A. Zielinski  
 

“Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Chris Decker 

John DiClemente 
Jeanne Fleming 
Nancy Gregory 

Nancy Heffernan 
Karen Morpoglio 

Kathy Olson 
John Reddy 
Diana Ryan 

Renee Sampson 
Janet Tulock 

Helen Walczak 

Prayer Requests 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The St. Thomas More Intercessory Prayer Service is 
Wednesday, February 8 at 7:00 pm. Please join us to pray 

for intentions submitted by our parish members and 
for your own personal intentions. 

Major Matthew Altomari 
Sgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Pfc. Cole Hayden 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer  
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—FEBRUARY 11 & 12, 2023 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice 
Don Baross 

Fr. Bob Spezia 
Michael Stach 

READER Cindy Hansen John Hannigan Dan Parente 

SERVERS James Wood Randy Skala Jacob and Matthew Azzam 

USHERS Jeff LaPointe 
Cary Sheremet 
Jim Ward 

John Gielniak, Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden, Tom Hemak 
Paul Kruse 
Mike Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone 
George Halter 
Marvin Olane 
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cary Sheremet Larry Jeziorski Zack Azzam 

Each moment that you spend in His Eucharistic 
Presence will increase His divine life within you  

and deepen your personal relationship and  
friendship with Him. 

 

Exposition of the Holy Eucharistic will be on 
Wednesday, February 15 after the 9:00 am Mass 

and end with Benediction at 12 noon. 

ANNIVERSARY MASS 
 

 
 
 
 

Are you celebrating a significant Wedding Anniversary 
this year – 1, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 50+? 
 

Please join us on Sunday, February 12 at the 11:30 AM 
Mass. You and your spouse will receive a blessing at Mass 
and your anniversary years will be recognized. 
 

If you plan on attending this Mass, please RSVP by February  
7th  - either sign up in the Gathering Area (form on 
Information Counter) or call the parish office. We will need 
your names and your years of marriage. 

STM Pro-Life Witnesses 
 

Are you or someone you 
know struggling with the 
aftermath of abortion? 

 

 Rachel’s Vineyard weekend 
 retreats are designed for  
 persons experiencing the  
 emotional and spiritual pain of 
 past abortions. Our experienced  
 and compassionate team will  
 help you release the deep  
 feelings of anger, shame, guilt,  
 and grief that frequently follow 

an abortion experience. 
 

Rachel’s Vineyard is “therapy for the soul” that combines a 
unique and creative process for psychological and spiritual 
healing. The weekend will help your soul find a voice, and 
transform the pain of the past into hope. Come experience 
the healing. 
 

For more information visit www.rachelsvineyard.org. 
 

Your contact in the Ann Arbor/Detroit area is: Beth Bauer at 
toheal4give@outlook.com or 734-879-0427. 

 

All requests are strictly confidential 
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In Our Parish 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 

On Super Bowl Sunday weekend, February 11 & 12, the 8th 
Grade Confirmation class sponsored by our STM Faith 
Formation Program, will be in the Gathering Area after all 
the Masses collecting cash donations for our Souper Bowl 
of Caring for those in need. Through this mission, people 
learn they can make a positive difference in the world as 
they collect food, raise money, and serve at hunger-relief 
charities in local communities across the country. All 
donations collected will go St. Damian and St. Michael’s 
Angel Fund / Food Bank. 
 

To learn more, visit TackleHunger.org 
 

Thank you for your kindness and 
generous support! 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Sunday, February 5 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 6-8, 7p 
 

 Tuesday, February 7 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-5, 5p, 6:30p 
 

 Wednesday, February 8 
 Intercessory Prayer Group, 7p 
 

 Thursday, February 9 
 Faith Formation Classes Grades 1-5, 4:30p 
 Choir Rehearsal, 7p 
 SVdP Meeting, 7p 
 

 Saturday, February 11 
 Souper Bowl Collection 
 Faith Formation Parent Listening Session, 6p 
 

 Sunday, February 12 
 Souper Bowl Collection 
 Faith Formation Circle of Grace Grades PK-2, 9:45a 
 Wedding Anniversary Mass, 11:30a 

 
 
 
 

Jail Outreach Ministry 
 

Thank you to those who so generously donated to JOM 
through the Giving Tree! JOM sincerely appreciates the 
ongoing support of St. Thomas More. 
 

Starting February 1, we are collecting new ladies walking/
athletic shoes of any size. The supply of shoes is very low at 
Jail Outreach Ministry at this time, and they need ladies 
shoes desperately. We will have the collection bin in the 
gathering space for the entire month of February, but we 
will deliver to the Outreach center as the shoes are 
collected. 
 

Thank you to all who support this ministry! We recognize 
there are many great needs in our community and 
appreciate all that you do! 

       World Youth Day 
 

 Thank you to everyone who donated to  
 help pay for Andreas’ pilgrimage to World  
 Youth Day. We received $2,311 in 
 donations! 
 

Your kindness and generosity is greatly appreciated! 

St Valentine’s Senior Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please join us for our Senior Lunch on Thursday, February 
16th at noon at STM. We will be exchanging Valentine cards 
with each other. We will provide the supplies for decorating 
a Valentine bag the for the collection of cards. It is optional 
if you wish to participate. If you want you join in the fun, 
please bring about 40 cards to distribute.  
 

The meal will consist of soup, salad and of course, tasty 
desserts. Please RSVP to Kathy at STM office 248-647-2222 
by Monday, February 13th.  
 

Hope you can join us in the celebration! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Thomas More Book Club 
 

The Book Club selection for February is the novel "Who Let 
the Dog Out by David Rosenfelt. Andy Carpenter is a lawyer 
by day and a dog rescue organizer by night. When a stolen 
rescued canine is found at a murder scene, Andy, the 
police, and the dog must solve the whodunnit? 
 

Please join us Tuesday, February 21 at 10AM in Room 2 for 
the discussion. 
 

Hope to see you there! 
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

“The Correct Thing for Catholics” 
by John Hannigan 

 

This title is from an 1891 book helping Catholics 
integrate into American society. In the chapter “For a 
Citizen,” it is the correct thing for a Catholic…  
• To remember he owes a duty to the community.  
• To know a bad law does not bind conscience. 
 And it is not the correct thing for a Catholic citizen... 
• To think rights have no corresponding obligations. 
• To image it unworthy to take interest in politics. 
 

I note these because last Fall some Catholics objected when 
the Church advocated against Prop 3 making abortion a 
“right” in Michigan. Appealing to a “separation of church 
and state,” they thought it incorrect for bishops to speak of 
politics, and many Catholics left their faith outside the 
voting booth. A poll by the Michigan Catholic Conference 
revealed 50% of self-identified Catholics and 26% of 
frequent “Mass-goers” voted for Prop 3, failing to protect 
citizens from the consequences of abortion. No doubt many 
were mis-informed by a flood of ads by Planned 
Parenthood, but thinking priests ought not speak on moral 
issues, or that we can set aside our faith for a perceived 
social expedient, is wrong.  
 

“A wall of separation” is in no founding document but 
was in a letter Thomas Jefferson wrote to Baptists in 1802 
assuring them Congress should “make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof.” Our First Amendment is a one-way “wall” 
protecting our religious exercise from the government and 
assuring we are free to influence how we are governed by 
acting according to our faith.  

 

The lessons of 1891 are true today. It is a worthy duty 
to conscientiously participate in the public square for the 
common good. It is the correct thing to be guided by our 
faith, to vote and make judgements to protect our 
community from the impact of bad laws. As Jefferson also 
wrote to the religious leaders, “adhering to this expression 
of the supreme will of the nation in behalf of the rights of 
conscience, I shall see with sincere satisfaction the progress 
of those sentiments which tend to restore to man all his 
natural rights, convinced he has no natural right in 
opposition to his social duties.”  

 

This sure sounds like the correct thing for all citizens, 
especially us Catholics who are obligated to exercise our 
moral duty for the common good. 

 

Questions? Contact UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALLED & GIFTED WORKSHOP 
 

Coming Soon:  an opportunity to begin a journey to 
discover the unique call God has for you, and the gifts 

He gives you to fulfill your mission in life! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sessions will run for six consecutive Thursdays 
beginning: 

April 20, 2023 
6:30--8:00 pm 

Room 2 
St. Thomas More  

4580 Adams Rd, Troy 48098 
Cost: $44 

 

For more information contact Rose Palchesko -
rosepalchesko@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration Deadline is April 12, 2023 

 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN START DATE 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
mailto:rosepalchesko@gmail.com
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888   dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555   dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

COORDINATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
Curtis Schuelke 

248 -647-4680 x. 5522   curtis@stmoffice.com 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rob Leonardi, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x 3333   businessmanager@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311   kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533   josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544   ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

] 
 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting 

248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd, Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 and 11:30 am 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 9:00 am 
Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 

 

   Sacrament of    Eucharistic Adoration 
  Reconciliation         3rd Wednesday 
Saturday at 3:00 pm      9:30am—12:00 pm 

Parish and Community Parish Directory 

                    Weekly Offertory Report  

January 29, 2023  

Weekly Budget/Goal $12532.00 

Regular Weekly Envelope $5903.00 

Regular Weekly Loose Donations $352.00 

Online Donations $946.00 

Weekly Overage/(Shortfall) ($5531.00 

  

Past 2 Week Average Budgeted Expenses $34,890.00 

Past 2 Week Average Expenses $58,672.00 

Over/Under 2 Week Expenses ($23,782.00) 

  

Envelopes Issued 950 

Envelopes Used Last Week 89 

Percent of Envelope Donations 9% 

Electronic Contributors 44 

  

REFLECT RETREAT for Mid-life Singles 
(mid-30s to 50s) 

 

Are you looking for a renewed sense of purpose and 
belonging? REFLECT is a Catholic retreat for single adults in 
their mid-30s to 50s. It’s a weekend during which you can 
come to know yourself better and discover more about 
your capacity for life as a single. You’ll have the chance to 
contemplate how and where you belong in society, within 
your family, faith community, and circles of friendship. At 
the retreat, there’s the chance to form new friendships, 
realize how you make a difference in your relationships, 
and rekindle your relationship with God. This is 
accomplished through sessions that are prayerfully 
presented by other single lay men and women who’ve been 
in your shoes (REFLECT team members are former 
participants). Register today for a life-changing REFLECT 
weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt, 
MI( 10 miles north of Lansing), Feb 24-26, 2023. Cost is 
$215 for meals and a single room. 
 

Visit www.ReflectRetreat.com 
Email reflect.michigan@gmail.com 
or call (586) 770-1772 for details. 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
http://www.ReflectRetreat.com
mailto:reflect.michigan@gmail.com

