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Communal Penance Service 
(With Individual Absolution) 

Tuesday, April 4, 7:00 PM 
 

Holy Thursday, April 6 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00 PM 

Washing of the Feet 
Devotion at the Altar of Repose until 10:00 PM 

 

Good Friday. April 7, 12:30-3:00 PM 
Stations of the Cross 

Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Reading of the Passion 
Adoration of the Cross 

Holy Communion 
 

Holy Saturday, April 8 
(No Confessions) 

Blessing of Food Baskets, 12:00 Noon 
Easter Vigil, 8:00 PM 

(By attending the Vigil, you fulfill your Easter obligation) 
 

Easter Sunday, April 9 
Mass, 8:30 and 11:30 AM 
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A Note From 
Our Pastor 

Reflections From 
Deacon Don 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

 Back in my days at FCA one of the main ways of 
communication was email. On an average I would receive 
twenty to forty emails a day. Every time I emailed someone 
back I would always start with, "Hi (their name), I hope all is 
well in your house." Most of the time when we met face to 
face they would tell me about their children or about the 
great weekend they had at their cottage or the cabin they 
rented. Being a deacon I was more concerned about their, 
"Spiritual house," the house where their souls lived. I 
wanted to help them with their spiritual brokenness, what 
they were suffering from? What was eating away at them? 
Sure it was nice to hear they were getting away from their 
struggles, but a nice weekend away was only a band aid to 
their problems. There was a female rep of one of our 
suppliers in Grand Rapids who knew I was a deacon and she 
understood that I didn't want to know about her sticks and 
bricks house, I wanted to hear about her spiritual house. 
After a while we both knew that we could trust each other, 
which made both of our jobs much easier. 
 

 The first line in our gospel is, "Now a man was ill, 
Lazarus of Bethany." In Greek Lazarus means God has 
helped and Bethany means, the house of the afflicted. The 
gospel tells us that there are many afflicted or spiritually ill. 
We see it in the words from Martha to Jesus, "If you would 
have been here my brother would not have died." Both her 
and her sister Mary are mourning the death of their brother 
and are spiritually ill. Many of the Jews that knew Lazarus 
are mourning also. But God has come to the house of the 
afflicted and is about to heal them when Jesus cries out, 
"Lazarus come out!" And the dead man comes out. Jesus is 
their spiritual help and He is ours as well. 
 

 So how is your house? In this last week of Lent have 
you come to a closer relationship with Jesus or are you 
struggling to find it. In the story of Lazarus we see Jesus 
weeps not only for Lazarus but for the two sisters and the 
Jews as well because He sees that they are mourning, they 
are broken, they are spiritually ill. He wants them to see His 
glory as He raises Lazarus from the dead to bring them 
closer to Him. Jesus weeps for us because He knows that 
we are mourning, we are broken, we are spiritually ill and 
He wants to heal us. I pray all is well in your house. 
 
God bless,  
Deacon Don 

NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 

 I am pleased to announce that we have officially hired 
a new music director for our STM parish community. 
Ernesto Alvarez-Ramirez has graciously accepted our offer 
of full time employment as organist and music director. 
Ernesto will be responsible for the music at all liturgical 
events of our parish. 
 

 Ernesto is a native of Cuba but is now a proud citizen 
of the United States. I hope our pastoral staff and all the 
parish will be enriched by his background and experience. 
Please stop by the organ and give Ernesto a warm welcome 
to STM. May God bless his ministry among us! 

 

SPECIAL THOUGHTS FOR LENT 
 

 Well, here it is the Fifth Sunday of Lent. Fasting and 
“giving up” have become synonymous with the season of 
Lent. Lenten fasting can encompass fasting from food, sin, 
ignorance, violence and apathy. Father James Moroney, 
who was director of the U.S. Bishops Secretariat for Liturgy, 
once said “Lent is a time to fast from violence and to 
witness the peace the world cannot give.” He challenges us 
to ask ourselves, “Do I avoid not just the violence of hands, 
but also the cruel words born of angry hearts, the 
thoughtless gossip of jealous ambition and the idle sarcasm 
which refuses to care? Lent is a time to fast from apathy 
which refuses to use the gifts God has given us.” 
 

 What are you doing for Lent? It is always up to you, 
but maybe it is time to not do the “same old thing.” Make 
this Lent a true springtime for your relationship to Christ.  
Consider “doing” something that will help you to focus on 
your relationship to Christ – like fasting. Seek to fast from 
those activities that pull us away from Christ and bring 
about the evils of this world. Those little things like gossip, 
sarcasm, and apathy that spread a hurt just as powerfully as 
the bullets used in the guns of violence and terrorism. 
 

 Doing is more than just being active. When we do 
“Lent”, it is not just an activity, but also a time of 
celebration. Take time for quiet, for prayer, and 
contemplation. Lent is the time to stop, look and listen to 
the call of Christ and how we respond. It is an opportunity 
to make time for oneself and God so that we can renew our 
spirit and celebrate our salvation. 
 

 In your kindness, please find a place for me in your 
prayers. 
 

       Msgr. Tom Rice 
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THIS WEEK’S EUCHARIST INTENTIONS 
 

Saturday  March 25 
  4:30p  James David Pawlowski 
   Jim Pawlowski 
 

Sunday  March 26 
  8:30a  Jodi Miettinen—5th Anniversary 
   For the People of St. Thomas More 
 

11:30a  John Miesiak 
   Raymond  Miesiak 
   Fr. Edward Prus 
 

Tuesday  March 28 
  9:00a  Carol Wrobel—Special Intention 
 

Wednesday March 29 
  9:00a  Mike McGavin—Special Intention 
 

Saturday  April 1 
  4:30p  Diane Chick—10th Anniversary 
   Helen Staskowski—27th Anniversary 
 

Sunday  April 2 
  8:30a  Virginia Gabriel 
 

11:30a  Chris Norman—7th Anniversary 
   For the People of St. Thomas More 

Prayer Requests 

 

PRAY FOR THE MILITARY 

Major Matthew Altomari 
Sgt. Cory Borders 
Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Boschert 
Major Phil Brule 
Sgt. Maj. Patrick Corcoran 
2nd Lt. Theresa Corsentino 
Capt. Joel Cortright 
ENS Michael Dwyer 
Capt. Michael Ehlen 
Major Charles Evans 
Pfc. Cole Hayden 
SSgt. Daniel F. Jamison 

M1st Class Megan Jamison 
Lt. Julia Jermstad 
Lt. Christopher Mitek 
OS2 Emily Muhlenbeck 
Airman 1st Class Calen Nido 
Senior Airman Grant Pensa  
LTjg. Bradley Pienta 
Capt. Nick Pollock 
Sgt. Jack Steinhauer 
Sgt. Kyle Stout 
Capt. Ben VanHorrick 
Lt. Adam Weisgerber 

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the family of: 
 

† Michelangelo Balderi— husband of Marian Siatczynski 
† Rev. Edward Prus 

† Rev. Thomas W. Sepulveda 
† Edward Toton—husband of the late Betty 

 

Blessed are those who have died in the Lord; Let them rest 
from their labors for their good deeds go with them.” 

Rosanne Bishop 
Chris Decker 

John DiClemente 
Jeanne Fleming 
Nancy Gregory 

Nancy Heffernan 
Meghan Malley 
Mike McGavin 

Charlotte McPhail 
Kathy Olson 
Mel Parker 

Peggy Pero 
Linda Reich 

Nicholas Rinehart 
Diana Ryan 

Renee Sampson 
Gary Schulte 
Roman Talia 
Janet Tulock 

Helen Walczak 
Sonja Webster 
Martin Wilks 

The Annunciation of the Lord – March 25 
 

Sometimes spiritual writers are accused of putting Mary on 
a pedestal and thereby, discouraging ordinary humans from 
imitating her. Perhaps such an observation is misguided. 
God did put Mary on a pedestal and has put all human 
beings on a pedestal. We have scarcely begun to realize the 
magnificence of divine grace, the wonder of God’s freely 
given love. The marvel of Mary—even in the midst of her 
very ordinary life—is God’s shout to us to wake up to the 
marvelous creatures that we all are by divine design. 
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Worship 

MINISTERS FOR MASS—PALM SUNDAY—APRIL 2 & 3, 2023 

MASS TIME 4:30 PM Saturday 8:30 AM Sunday 11:30 AM Sunday 

CELEBRANT 
DEACON 

Msgr. Tom Rice  
Don Baross 

Fr. Bob Spezia  
Don Baross 

Msgr. Tom Rice  
Michael Stach 

READER Barbara Lepri Joe Widina Betsy Loock 

SERVERS Jeff Lapointe  Isela Mulcahy Jacob and Matthew Azzam 

USHERS Jeff Lapointe 
Michael Malley 
Cary Sheremet  
Jim Ward  

John Gielniak  
Gerry Gostomski 
Dan Hayden 
Tom Hemalk 
Milke Morrison 
Frank Sikorski 

Zack Azzam 
Norm Cicone  
George Halter 
Marvin Olane  
Mark Parent 
Mike Tauscher 

MASS COORD. Cathy Mitchell David Michalak Marvin Olane  

Readings for the Week of March 26, 2023 
 

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; Rom 8:8-11; 
  Jn 11:1-45 
 

Monday Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62;  
 Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Jn 8:1-11 
 

Tuesday Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18. 19-21; Jn 8:21-30 
 

Wednesday Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; 
 Jn 8:31-42 
 

Thursday  Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 8:51-59 
 

Friday Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42 
 

Saturday  Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10; 11-12abcd, 13;  
  Jn 11:45-56 
 

Sunday Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion Procession:  
  Mt 21:1-11  
 At Mass: Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; 
 Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14-27:66 

Stations of the Cross 
followed by Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament and Adoration 
 

  † March 31, Choir, Ernesto Alvarez, 7p 
 
 

    Communal Penance Service 
          † Tuesday, April 4, 7p 

Lenten Greetings! 
 

May I introduce myself. I am Jan Landis, a newer 
parishioner of STM, and an avid gardener/designer. With a 
lengthy background in art and environment, I have recently 
offered my services to the parish. Working with the 
Worship Commission, the Art & Environment group will 
focus on the interior areas with color and plant life, 
especially as Holy Week and Easter approaches. 
 

Through all seasons, God's beauty is seen in nature. It is 
then appropriate that we enhance the beauty of our 
worship and praise by bringing several elements into the 
sanctuary, the gathering space, and the social hall. For it is 
through our welcoming spirit that the love and joy of our 
faith will be seen and felt by those who enter to celebrate 
Mass, the sacraments, other services and community 
gatherings. 
 

If there is anyone who has an interest in helping, and it 
does take many hands, please contact me at 
jlandis37@gmail.com or 248-792-1402.  
 

May the rest of your Lenten journey bring you closer to 
Jesus and His glorious Resurrection. 

mailto:jlandis37@gmail.com
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 FIRST WEDNESDAY COFFEE 
    April 5 

 
 
 

 

Join us following the 9:00am Mass for coffee, treats,  
and conversation with your fellow parishioners. 

THE FIRST OF THE MONTH COLLECTION 
St. Vincent de Paul– April 1 & 2 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your support in helping those in need! 

 

Conversation with Catholic men… 
Join the discussion! 

 

Monday, April 3 @ 7:00pm 
Church Conference Room 

 

(In the Gathering Area) 

In Our Parish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALLED & GIFTED WORKSHOP 
 

"This changes everything: how I understand God and my 
relationship with God and how I understand the Church." 
 

 –Workshop Participant.  
 

Come and begin to discover the mission God has for you. 
Everyone is invited to participate. 

 

Sessions will run for six consecutive Thursdays 
beginning April 20, 2023 
6:30--8:00 pm, Room 2 

St. Thomas More  
4580 Adams Rd, Troy 48098 

               Cost: $44 

 

     For more information contact  
                 Rose Palchesko - 
        rosepalchesko@gmail.com 

 
 
 

  Registration Deadline is April 12, 2023 

  THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

 Sunday, March 26 
 K of C Tootsie Roll Drive 
 Respect Life Baby Shower, 8a-12:30p 
 

 Monday, March 27 
 FOP Clergy Meeting, 1p 
 

 Tuesday, March 28 
 Mass, 9a 
 MCC Training Workshop, 1p 
 

 Wednesday, March 29 
 Mass, 9a 
 

 Thursday, March 30 
 Lenten Scripture/Communion Service, 9a 
 Choir Rehearsal, 6:30p 
 

 Friday, March 31 
 Stations of the Cross, 7p 
 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Adoration, 7:30p 
 

 Saturday, April 1 
 SVdP First of the Month Collection 
 

 Sunday, April 2 
 SVdP First of the Month Collection 
 The Passion of the Lord Through Art,-7p 

Coffee and Donuts 

 

There will be NO coffee and donuts 
on Easter Sunday after the  

11:30 Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 

JAIL OUTREACH MINISTRY 
 

To the many faithful parishioners who support this ministry, 
a big THANK YOU! We collected 30 pairs of ladies walking 
shoes for JOM in the month of February. We are part of a 
larger family supporting JOM and every donation is a 
blessing to the people we are helping! 
 

Again, thank you so much for your continued support and 
generosity of our Jail Outreach Ministry program! 

mailto:rosepalchesko@gmail.com
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Unleash the Gospel 
EVANGELIZATION 

Stewardship 
TIME, TALENT, AND TREASURE 

What If We Never Knew Lazarus Was Raised? 
by John Hannigan 

 

Yesterday was a charming movie in 2019. The premise 
is that a weird, world-wide power outage erases all record 
and memory of The Beatles. Except for Jack. Jack is a 
middling singer/songwriter and he alone remembers. First 
Jack shares the songs with his friends, then ventures to 
bring the lost music to the world, which rejoices in 
rediscovered beauty. 

 

Imagine there’s no Jesus. It’s easy if you try. Some 
strangeness is erasing memory of Jesus. Jesus was born. He 
taught, suffered and died, turned water into wine, fed the 
5000, healed the blind, raised Lazarus from the dead, and 
instituted the Eucharist. Imagine: Jesus is risen from the 
dead, offers us forgiveness of our sins and everlasting life, 
but no one remembers … but you!?  Imagine a suffering 
world crying “Help! I need somebody,” and you know who. 
“Not just anybody,” but Jesus. What would you do? 

 

Like the musician in the movie, we may feel we’re 
“middling” Christians with no talent for bringing Christ to 
others. But Jack started sharing with his friends. Maybe 
some of our friends and family members have forgotten 
Jesus, are unconvinced that Lazarus was raised from the 
dead, or other miracles. We can blame forgetfulness on a 
cultural “power outage,” noisy media distractions, or failed 
philosophies, but our song must be of God’s glory, salvation 
in Christ, and the real power of the Spirit. 

 

We who are Baptized are not “middling.” We are 
adopted sons and daughters who can reveal Jesus by the 
living lives of beauty, by loving others as Christ loved us, by 
helping others remember Jesus did raise Lazarus from the 
dead and will raise us. 

 

 The readings today speak of resurrection, though many 
have forgotten eternal life is real. Ezekiel (37: 12) 
proclaimed, “O my people, [God] will open your graves and 
have you rise from them.” Paul wrote “if the Spirit of the 
one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, [he] will 
give life to your mortal bodies also” (Rom 8:11). And Martha 
testified, “‘I know [my brother] will rise in the resurrection 
on the last day” (John 11:24).     
 

Like Jack, let’s venture forth to share Jesus with our 
family and friends, bring them that lost music so they, too, 
may rejoice in rediscovered beauty. 

 
Questions? Contact UnleashSTM@gmail.com 

You Helped Your Neighbors 
 

During this past year the monthly monetary donations from 
St. Thomas More parishioners have allowed our St. Vincent 
de Paul Society to help more than 350 needy people with 
security deposits, eviction preventions, utility assistance, as 
well as furniture and food assistance.  
 

Our parish's First of the Month collection of paper products, 
soaps, tooth paste, tooth brushes and other toiletries is also 
greatly needed and appreciated at the St.Vincent de Paul 
Food Bank. 
 

We also helped a family of five (a mom with 4 children) 
transition out of homelessness. This involved getting them 
furniture from the furniture bank, giving them SVdP store 
vouchers to use to buy clothing and household items for 
their family, and getting assistance from Ladies of Charity 
with items like clothing, linens, and pots and pans. 
 

Your generosity has allowed our SVdP conference to help 
our needy neighbors with approximately $11,000 in food 
assistance, $9,000 in furniture donations, $14,000 in 
preventing utility shut offs, and $16,000 in housing 
assistance. 
 

In addition, our St. Thomas More members pick up donated 
food from multiple locations and deliver it to places like the 
Matchan Center, Morse Elementary Food  Bank, St. David's 
Food Pantry, Lighthouse, Brightmore Food Pantry, 
Welcome Inn, and Transfiguration Church. 
 

Thank you so very much for your continued generosity to 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. You are helping many of 
God's children in times of great need. 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Grateful Stewardship  

 

“Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believe you 
will see the glory of God?’”   JOHN 11:40 

 

Many of us say that we believe in God. We attend Sunday 
Mass and participate in parish events. But when life gets 
hard and the pressure is on, when things aren’t going our 
way, do we really believe? Do we really put our trust in the 
Lord? When we live a life of gratitude, recognizing all that 
we have been given, we really live Stewardship by seeing 
that God is providing for our needs. Living a grateful and 
generous life allows us to see God’s active presence in our 
daily lives and we become “partakers of the divine nature.” 

mailto:UnleashSTM@gmail.com
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Monsignor Thomas G. Rice, Pastor 

248-647-2222 x. 1111 
 

Weekend Mass Assistance 
Father Robert Spezia 

 

Deacon Don Baross 
248-647-2222 x. 8888   dcndonb@stmoffice.com 

 

WORSHIP and CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
Deacon Michael Stach, Pastoral Associate 

248-647-2222 x. 5555   dcnmichael@stmoffice.com 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Ernesto Alvarez-Ramirez 

248-647-2222 x. 4444   musicdirector@stmoffice.com 
 

COORDINATOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 
Curtis Schuelke 

248 -647-4680 x. 5522   curtis@stmoffice.com 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Rob Leonardi, Business Manager 

248-647-2222 x 7777 businessmanager@stmoffice.com 
 

Kathy Strong, Parish Secretary/Bulletin 
248-647-2222 x. 3311   kathy@stmoffice.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
Josylin Mateus, Director 

248-647-4680 x.5533   josylin@stmoffice.com 
 

Astrid Janicke, Faith Formation Secretary 
248-647-4680 x.5544   ffsecretary@stmoffice.com 

 

MAINTENANCE 
Pete Whiting   248 -647-2222 x. 4422 

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
4580 Adams Rd, Troy, MI  48098 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
Main Office:  248-647-2222 

Faith Formation Office:   248-647-4680 
Fax:   248-647-8192 

 

Hours:  Monday - Thursday 
9:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Closed for lunch 12:30 to 1:00 pm 
 

inquiry@stmoffice.com  
www.stthomasmoretroy.org 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday, 4:30 pm 

Sunday, 8:30 and 11:30 am 
Tuesday and Wednesday, 9:00 am 
Holy Days: 9:00 am and 7:00 pm 

 

   Sacrament of    Eucharistic Adoration 
  Reconciliation         3rd Wednesday 
Saturday at 3:00 pm      9:30am—11:00 pm 

Parish and Community Parish Directory 

Knights of Columbus Council #8659 
Announces 

OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES 
 

  WORLD FAMOUS FISH DINNERS! 
Sacred Heart Parish 

3400 S. Adams Road, Auburn Hills 
 

Every Friday Evening in Lent! 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Dine-In or speedy Carry-Out! 

 

Dinners include Baked or Pub-Style Fried Cod, Home-made 
Chips, Broccoli with or without Cheese, Mac and Cheese, 

and Coleslaw. All for $12.00!  (Baked Potato, Clam 
Chowder, Desserts, and Pop, extra.) Children under 10 eat 

free! 50/50 Raffle, and a good time for all!  
 

Stations of the Cross follow immediately at 7pm. 

Grief Support Workshop 
 

Grieving with Great HOPE is a WEEKEND GRIEF SUPPORT 
workshop that offers a prayerful, practical, and personal 
approach for anyone who is mourning the loss of a loved 
one. If you have lost a spouse, a child (including pregnancy 
loss), a grandchild, a parent, another family member, or a 
friend, you are encouraged to attend. Presenters will 
include Fr. Mark Brauer as well as John and Sandy 
O’Shaughnessy from Good Mourning Ministry, a local 
Catholic bereavement apostolate. 
 

April 21 (7-9 pm) and April 22 (10-4 pm) 
St. Hugo of the Hills. 2215 Opdyke Road 

Bloomfield Hills, 48304 
 

Visit www.goodmourningministry.net for registration 
details and registration form, or contact the parish at 248-
644-5460. 

Seating is limited. Registration is $20 

mailto:dcndonb@stmoffice.com
http://www.goodmourningministry.net

