
Parents' Frequently Asked Questions 
 
What is the role of parents in encouraging vocations? 
  
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Vocations defined the primary role 
of parents as providing “authentic witness to the importance of faith, prayer, and service to others.” 
The first step is to give children an awareness of the nature of vocation – a calling from God. After 
that, the role of parents is one of inviting children to ask whether God might be calling them to 
priesthood or other Church ministry.  
 
 
How can parents talk about Church vocations when what they know about from 
personal experience is married life? 
 
Parents can talk to their children about the importance of discovering God’s purpose in their lives. It 
can be helpful to them to hear how you discovered that you were called to marriage. As Catholics, each 
of us has a responsibility to learn about each vocation so that we can support others. Parents need to 
learn about and understand Church vocations as well as marriage and single life. Some resources for 
doing this are personal contacts with priests and sisters, reading the lives of the Saints, literature 
about Church vocations, and web sites such as this one.  
 
 
How should I react if my son/daughter talks about becoming a priest, nun, or brother? 
 
If this hasn't happened yet, maybe you ought to ask yourself the question, "How would you react?" or 
"How would your spouse react?"  Would it be shock?  Concern?  Skepticism?  Would this be a dream 
come true for you or your worst nightmare?  Knowing and understanding your own feelings and why 
you feel that way is an important step in knowing how to respond to your son or daughter.  The vast 
majority of teens today feel that if they told their parents they were even "just thinking" about 
priesthood or religious life, their parents would be completely opposed to the idea, laugh at them or 
think they were on drugs or something!  This could not be further from the truth as studies in the 
Diocese of St. Petersburg consistently show that approximately 30% of Catholic teenagers have 
considered the possibility of priesthood or religious life! 
 
A vocation is quite simply a call from God.  God gives each one of us a vocation and has blessed us 
with certain abilities and talents.  Some of us are called to be married.  Others are called to be single.  
Still others are called to priesthood or to religious life.  One vocation is not better than another.  We 
hope that if your child shows an interest in religious life or the priesthood, you will be supportive and 
encouraging. 
 
As a parent, if I encourage my child to consider a Church vocation and it eventually 
doesn’t work out, wouldn’t it have been better to stay out of things in the first place? 
Shouldn’t parents let children make up their own minds? 
  
Encouraging a child to consider a vocation to which you believe he/she may actually be called is part 
of helping them to seek their happiness and fulfillment. True happiness evolves from discovering and 
embracing God’s will for our lives. While each person needs to make a personal decision to follow 
God’s call, all of us are influenced by significant people in our lives. We offer others a great gift by 
supporting them with affirmation, helping them to gather information, and encouraging them to 
remain open to whatever vocation may be part of God’s plan for them.  
 
 



With all the recent scandals in the priesthood and the declining number of women in 
consecrated life, why would I want to encourage my child to consider a Church 
vocation? 
 
Every vocation in life is marked by struggles and difficulties but also with rich rewards and blessings. 
One who is truly called to a vocation of service in the Church as a priest or sister will be blessed 
abundantly for responding generously: “There is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters 
or mother or father or children or lands for my sake and for the sake of the gospel who will not receive 
a hundred times more now in this present age: houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and 
children and lands, with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to come” (Mark 10: 29-31).  
 
 
What if my son/daughter feels called to a Church vocation but feels unworthy? 
  
This is a concern commonly expressed by men who are thinking about the priesthood or religious life 
and women who are thinking about religious life. It is not necessary – and not possible – to have led a 
sin-free life. The priesthood and religious life require certain skills and abilities but it’s not for the 
perfect – it’s for the person who desires to serve God and His people.  
 
No one is truly worthy to serve God in any vocation and each of us brings our humanity with us in 
responding to God’s call. For those who are truly open to God’s action in their lives, God will work 
through human weakness and imperfections. St. Paul reminds us, “In weakness, power reaches 
perfection.” 
 
 
What if I feel that my son (daughter) is not worthy of this calling? 
 
Priests and religious sisters and brothers are real people who at times struggle with their faith, their 
commitments and their abilities. The process of being in the seminary or in religious training will help 
your son (daughter) work with his (her) gifts and weaknesses, and will help him (her) to discern 
whether it is indeed the right path for him (her). The best thing you can do is encourage your child to 
be faithful to God’s call whatever that may be.  
 

What if my son enters the seminary (son or daughter is in training for religious life) 
and it’s a mistake? 
 
It is possible that your son (daughter) could spend a short time or even a few years in seminary or 
training for religious life (training for religious life), and then decide it’s not for him or her. God’s will 
is that your child be happy, fulfilled and living a life that makes the most of his or her talents. There is 
nothing shameful about trying it out and then realizing it is not for him (her). The time spent is not 
wasted because your child will have grown to know himself (herself), including goals, values, 
strengths and potential, a great deal better.  Your child will also have had the opportunity to grow in 
his or her spiritual life and love for Christ. 
 
 
I’m worried that my son (daughter) will be lonely living a celibate lifestyle. 
 
Every human being has some lonely moments, whether he or she is married, single, priest 
or religious (brother or sister). Priests and religious acknowledge their need for 
companionship and activity by enjoying friends, family and recreational pursuits. A celibate 
life can be a fulfilling life.   



 
 
How can I best support my daughter (son) as she (he) is making her (his) decision? 
Prayer will help. Listen without judging or criticizing and reassure your child that whatever the 
decision, you will love and accept her (him). Don’t start treating your child differently, and be honest 
with her (him) about your worries and concerns about a vocation. Ask your child whether she (he) 
wants to keep the decision-making confidential from others for the time being, and reassure her (him) 
that you will honor this. 
 
 
I just found out my son has been meeting with a priest for some time and is well along 
in his decision to enter seminary. Why didn’t he talk with me?  

Try not to be offended or hurt that your son didn’t confide in you until now. When men are thinking 
about whether they have a calling to the priesthood, they often wish to keep things confidential from 
the people closest to them until they are ready to talk about it. Rest assured your son does need and 
want his parents’ support and encouragement – probably more than anybody’s. 

We are not a very religious family and I’m just shocked that my daughter has expressed 
a desire to be a religious sister. Where did this come from?  

Family traditions and expectations influence children in a variety of ways. The beliefs they develop 
from parents come to them sometimes in explicit lessons, sometimes in more subtle ways. Your 
beliefs and actions may have had an impact on your daughter far beyond what you expected or 
intended. 
 
 
I feel like I’m losing my son (daughter). 
 
If you have been accustomed to having your child close to you, you may feel his or her absence when 
they enter seminary or training for religious life. This is similar to any parent whose child leaves home 
to go to university – there is often a transition period during which the parent feels a sense of loss. 
Your child will be encouraged to maintain and develop family relationships while in seminary or 
religious training and after ordination or profession of vows. 
  
 
Will I be able to see my son while he’s in seminary? 
 
Yes, you will be able to visit. Seminary life is much less restrictive today than it was a generation ago. 
Seminarians today have free weekends where they are able to return home and are encouraged to 
maintain relationships with family and friends.  
 
 
Do priests and sisters remain connected to their families? 
  
Yes, priests and sisters continue to support and be supported by the members of their families. They 
visit family members and take part in family celebrations and events. Many families find an even 
stronger bond with children and siblings who have chosen a Church-related vocation. In a unique 
way, the parish/community also becomes an extended family for them.  
 
 
I’m sad because this means I’ll never be a grandparent. 



 
This is a common response from parents; but, in fact, there are no guarantees you would be one even 
if your child had not entered the priesthood or religious life. In time God will bless you, in ways you 
may not understand now, through your son’s or daughter's happiness.  
 
 
If you have any questions that are not answered here, please contact the parish 
vocations committee or one of our parish priests. 


