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New Mission Statement Created
     After the General Chapter of July 2019, a Mission 
Statement Task Force was formed to create a new 
Mission Statement to further deepen the communion 
between the Eastern and Western Units.  Three 
Sisters from each Unit comprised the Task Force.  
From the East: Sr. Marie Pauline Demek, Sr. Mary 
Joan Smith, Sr. Maria Angeline Weiss; from the 
West: Sr. Monica Cormier, Sr. Mary Clement Eiden, 
Sr. Theresa Marie Tran.                                               
     Each Unit invited all the Sisters to list essential 
words and phrases that describe our mission as 
SCCs.  From this list, the Sisters began their task, 
via the guidance of the Holy Spirit and Zoom.
The Mission Statement was completed and sent 
to both Units in time for the feastday of Blessed 
Pauline, April 30. The Mission Statement of the 
Sisters of Christian Charity of North America:                   
            

         These words of Mother Pauline aptly express 
the most important duty of the Provincial Leadership 
Team. In keeping with the General Chapter decision in
July, 2019 to allow the Sisters of the North American 
Eastern Province to elect a new Provincial Superior 
and Council, the Sisters gathered at the Motherhouse 
on February 22, 2020 for this sacred historic event. 
     Sr. Maria del Rosario Castro, Superior General of 
the Congregation, Sr. Mary Joseph Schultz, 1st Assis-
tant and Sr. Mary Dominic Kopitar, General Secretary, 
traveled from Paderborn, Germany to the United 
States to participate in the proceedings.
     The day began with Liturgy in the Chapel of Mary 
Immaculate, to pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
The Sisters, then, convened in St. Joseph’s Hall for 
the election. Sr. Joann Marie Aumand was chosen as 
the next Provincial Superior and graciously accepted 
the responsibility.  The Sisters then gathered in chapel 
to sing, “Holy God, We  Praise Thy Name” in thanks-
giving for God’s blessing on the election.
     An assembly in March was scheduled to elect the 
three Provincial Councilors.  The pandemic, however, 
made traveling to the Motherhouse and gathering in a 
large group impossible. “Plan B,” called for the Sisters 
to use a mail-in ballot.  This resulted in the appoint-
ment of Sr. Patrice Owens, Sr. Ann Marie Paul, and 
Sr. Esther Falzone as Provincial Councilors. They gen-
erously accepted their new call to serve the Province 
for a five-year term.

“I wish nothing else 
but what is the 

holy Will of God, 
what tends most to 

His glory, 
and what is best 

for my dear Sisters.” 
MPvM

SCCs  El ec t  New
Leadersh ip

An Hi s tor i c  Event

The Eucharistic love of Christ impels us
to receive and give God’s love daily

for the life of the world.
“We should have an inexpressibly great heart

with nothing in it but love.”
MPvM: 1849

New P rov inc i a l  Team

Provincial Team from left to right: Sister Joann Marie 
Aumand, Provincial Superior; Sister Patrice Owens, First 
Councilor; Sister Ann Marie Paul, Provincial Councilor; 
Sister Esther Falzone, Provincial Councilor



St. Ann’s Academy Alumnae Association
Visit Sparks Memories

     Members of the Alumnae Association of St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA visited our new Motherhouse last October
and presented the Sisters with a gift of over $5,000 from the 
Association’s treasury.  A Memorial Plaque, listing the names 
of the “Alumna of the Year” was also given. The plaque, dat-
ing back to 1906, the year the Association was founded, 
now resides in the Blessed Pauline Heritage Room in the 
Motherhouse.      
     St. Ann’s was founded in 1878. It was the first Motherhouse 
of the SCCs in North America. It then opened its doors as an 
academy for girls. It remained all girls from kindergarten to 12th 
grade until 1932 when boys were admitted at the primary level. 
In their yearbook, The Mallinckrodt, a student recounted how 
(the Sisters) “...were always there for us whenever we needed 
them. Even after we graduated, if you needed someone to talk 
to, you could always go talk to them.”
     For many years the women made an annual visit to Holy 
Family Convent, located in Danville, PA, always with a substan-
tial financial gift along with some treats for the Sisters - many of 
whom had been their teachers.   
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My dear Friends,
     On August 21 we will 
welcome a new leadership 
team in our province. I want to 
take this privileged opportunity 
to say a heartfelt “thank you” 
to each one of you for your 
prayer, interest, friendship and 
participation in the life and 

mission of the Sisters of Christian 
Charity through the past five years during which I was 
blessed to serve as provincial.  
     Your generosity and kindness have supported 
us in our consecrated life and worldwide mission of 
Christian Charity. How grateful we are! We feel that 
the charism of Blessed Pauline, one of Eucharistic joy, 
energy, and enthusiasm in works of charity, is needed 
more now in our world than ever.  
     This has been a rewarding and grace-filled period 
for us. Besides building a new motherhouse and 
moving our senior Sisters from Danville to Mendham, 
we have been able to welcome new members into our 
formation process.  This summer, we have a Sister 
making final vows, eleven Sisters renewing their vows, 
two novices making first vows, and two young women 
in our pre-novitiate program.  
     We celebrated the 200th birthday of Blessed 
Pauline in 2017 and are preparing for the 175th 
Anniversary of our Congregation in 2024. The birthday 
celebrations included international experiences of 
mission among the poor in the Philippines, Uruguay, 
and Chicago, IL -- places where our Sisters serve with 
stalwart fidelity and devotion.  
     We are present throughout the tri-state area (as 
well as New Orleans and Ohio) in the apostolates of 
education, healthcare, spirituality, parish life, social 
services, and administration. During these challenging 
months of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have been with 
God’s people -- both in the heart of prayer and on the 
front lines of mission.  Being present is important to us 
as Eucharistic women. 
     In the Original Draft toward our Constitutions, 
written by Mother Pauline in 1849, she describes her 
dream for the SCCs.  We remain committed, with your 
help, to making it come true. “The Sisters must have 
an inexpressibly great heart with nothing but love in 
it. They should exercise every work of charity in their 
power, whether it be spiritual or corporal; whether it 
involves women or men, girls or boys, rich or poor, 
infants or the aged...In short, their charity should 
embrace all people, for Jesus carries them all in His 
Heart, and the Sisters must follow Jesus.” 
     Thank you -- for partnering with us in our mission 
of Christlike Love. May God bless and reward you 
-- abundantly! 

With deep gratitude,

Dear Friends,
Despite these trying times, there is still so much 

good news to share. I like to focus on the positive and as 
you read this issue of Weavings, you will see much that is 
positive. The Sisters live the legacy of Blessed Pauline as 
they continue to serve others in these challenging times.

 The Office of Mission Advancement is busy 
planning for the second half of the year and is very grateful 
for your continued support.

Since golf is in full swing (pun intended) in NJ, 
the Annual SCC Golf Outing is still planned for Thursday, 
September 24th at Cedar Hill Golf 
& Country Club in Livingston, NJ. 
For more information, reach out to 
me at dev.director@scceast.org 
or visit www.scceast.org/events.

I hope you see the 
positive, enjoy your summer 
safely and stay connected with 
the SCCs.  God bless you!

Gratefully,

Casey Dolan
Associate Director of Mission 



News from our Western Region

“Retirement” Party Honors Sisters
The Leadership Team of Sacred Heart Convent (SHC) in 
Wilmette, IL experienced a few changes. Three Sisters, 
appointed in 1999,”retired” from this Team - (seated from 
left) Sr. Mary Albert Gensterblum, Local Treasurer; Sr. 
Eleanor Ann Ortmann, Local Leader; Sr. Caroline Schafer, 
Administrator. Sr. Janice Boyer, (standing) former Regional 
Leader, assumed the role of Local Leader.
To express their gratitude for the presence and service of the 
outgoing leadership team, the nursing staff, and other SHC 
staff members planned a surprise party to celebrate their 
many years of generous service. 

who would go there would need to speak Vietnamese and 
acclimate to the food, the climate, and the culture.    
     The second part of the trip was a two-week stay at 
our convent in Manila, Philippines.  The Sisters had just 
celebrated 25 years of presence there, and the initiation of the 
Margaretha Home for the Blind. Sr. Maria Dolores Tan and Sr. 
Theresia Barkey were gracious hostesses. It was a great joy 
to meet the blind residents and the staff members, to learn 
their names, pray with them each day, and try some Filipino 
foods.  Just as I arrived in the Philippines, the Taal volcano 
erupted, so I was able to be present with the Sisters and the 
girls during a time of anxiety and fear.  
     The blind girls immediately wanted to help those affected 
by the eruption.  They collected money to purchase supplies 
and personal products.  We assisted with bagging rice and 
spent one whole day driving to a compound where eight 
families had been taken in after their forced evacuation.  
     While in Manila I toured a local hospital, the diocesan 
home for handicapped children run by Caritas, and a very 
large Catholic school with 4,000 students from K through 
College.  We were able to spend an afternoon with the Vicar 
for Religious of Manila, Rev. Fr. James T. Ferry, MM, and hear 
his views on possible additional ministries for SCCs in the 
city.  
     As God’s will was crucial to Mother Pauline, so do we in 
2020 pray to discover God’s will for us as we continue to 
explore an SCC presence and ministry in Asia!

   

     

When I was asked by 
Sr. Maria del Rosario, 
our Superior General, 
in late  August 2019 
whether I would be 
willing to visit Vietnam 
in response to our
General Chapter 
directive, I immediate- 
ly replied, “Yes, of 
course!” (At our 
General Chapter 
in July we had 
discussed a proposal 
regarding exploring 
the possibility of 
sending SCCs 
to begin ministry 
in Vietnam. The 
delegates approved 

the proposal). The time determined for the visit was right  after 
Christmas.  That seemed so far away, but before I knew it, I was 
flying to Asia!  
     Sr. Theresa Marie Tran from our Western Region traveled 
with me and we arrived in Vietnam on December 29. Even 
though it was the Christmas season, the temperatures were in 
the 90’s and beautiful decorations met us at every destination!  
      Sr. Theresa Marie took the lead in arranging our trip and 
planning the itinerary.  Sister has relatives and many friends in 
Vietnam and was  well-equipped to chart our ten days.  She and 
Sr. Hang Pham, ASC (Adorers of the Blood of Christ) arranged 
for accommodations and set up appointments with Bishops, 
priests, Vicars for Religious, and communities of women 
religious for us to meet to gather information.   In total, we met 
with 11 communities of religious men and women.  We visited 
8 schools  and institutions run by these communities.  The 2 
Vicars for Religious provided us with invaluable advice and 
dispelled many of the fears and misconceptions that we had in 
our minds.                
     We met Bishop Dinh Duc Dao of the Xuan Loc Diocese.  
He had spent time in Rome and there met Sr. Juliana Miska, 
Region Leader of the West, who contacted him and set up an 
appointment.  The fact that the Bishop speaks English was 
a bonus so Sr. Theresa Marie could take a break from her 
translating.        
     During our entire stay in Saigon we were hosted by the 
Sisters of the Holy Rosary.  This community has been sending 
Sisters to Assumption College for Sisters since 2004, during 
the time I was College President, and up to the present.  So, 
it was a special privilege and grace for me to be able to meet 
with many ACS Vietnamese alumnae. In fact, numerous women 
religious from Vietnam, Africa, and Central America have come 
to ACS to study as full-time resident students. Teach a Sister...
Touch the World!           
     Throughout our trip, it was repeated to us that Saigon is a 
very open and safe city for women religious.  There are over 
200 communities of women religious in that one diocese.  Over 
the past 12 years over 100 new communities have arrived 
to start charitable ministries that are tacitly approved by the 
Communist government.  The needs are great, especially 
the need for education, parish work, care for migrant children 
and people with disabilities.  It is necessary that any SCCs 

Sister Mary Joseph (second from left) dines with some of 
the alumnae of Assumption College for Sisters.

Sister Mary Joseph Schultz, Sister 
Hang Pham, ASC and Sister Theresa 
Marie Tran, SCC, get ready to travel.

Sister Mary Joseph Schultz, SCC
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  One of the “hot spots” of New 
 Jersey’s COVID-19 outbreak is 
 Paterson, NJ.  Sister Mary Amata,
 BSN, RN-BC, Charge Nurse 
 at the DePaul Ambulatory Clinic 
 at St. Joseph University Medi-
 cal Center, Paterson, has been 
 serving patients throughout the 
 duration of the pandemic.  In the 
 photo at left, Sister Mary Amata 
 Reifsnyder is shown preparing to 
 test patients in the Coronavirus 
 drive-up tent at the clinic.  

Because of the generosity 
of so many people, such as 
Sisters of Christian Char-
ity, Companions of Pauline, 
co-workers of SCCs, and a 
large group of mask makers 
from the Metuchen Diocese, 
Sister Mary Amata was able 
to distribute thousands of 
fabric face masks to her pa-
tients and co-workers. Sister 
also received a donation of 
350 masks from the #Sew-
TOGETHER program of the Tieks shoe company. The company 
offered gift cards  to people who sewed and donated masks to this 
program.  The photo above is an expression of gratitude to all who 
sewed the masks that have been widely distributed in Paterson and 
Passaic.

 Sister Anna Nguyen,  Delegate for
 Religious, Diocese of Metuchen, 
 delivered a thousand fabric face 
 masks sewn by SCCs and parish-
 ioners from the Metuchen Diocese, 
 as well as friends from near and 
 far. 
 In the photo left, Sister Mary 
 Amata is shown gratefully receiv-
 ing the masks from Sister Anna.

    Sisters Mary Dorothy Kelly, Mary Julius 
Dashner, and Romaine Niemeyer, (pictured 
from left), along with Mary Ann George and 
Geralyn Schmidt from Holy Spirit Convent, 
Camp Hill, PA created a sewing circle as they 
worked on masks for the community and for the 
employees of a friend.  In gratitude, the statue 
of St. Joseph (below) was purchased for the 
Sisters and enshrined in the newly renovated  
Convent garden.   

     Our own Mother Pauline was no stranger to dealing with contageous diseases as pictured 
in one of the stained glass windows in the Holy Spirit Chapel in Camp Hill, PA.
     "One day Mother Pauline learned that a poor family nearby was sick with cholera. She at 
once hurried to the kitchen and took several hot water bottles and some tea, and started out 
to the infected house. The Sisters were in anguish that she thus exposed herself to contagion 
and when noon came they decided that a Sister should go investigate matters. There stood 
Mother Pauline at the side of the sick man; in the adjoining room lay the woman, already 
deceased. The man died the same day and only the 2-year old girl survived and through 
Mother Pauline's mediation was adopted by a family and received a good home." 
(from The Life of Mother Pauline von Mallinckrodt, pp.239-240)
     Professor Christopher Schlueter notes "...whenever she can, she creeps into the huts 
of the poor to alleviate their suffering....She spends her life chiefly for others in an untiring, 
wonderfully inventive service to those who suffer." (Research by Sister Ann Marie Paul, SCC)

Her Daughters Follow in their Mother’s Footsteps  4    



 During the past
 two months of the 
 COVID-19 pandemic 
 the chaplains at 
 Geisinger Holy 
 Spirit, sponsored 
 by the SCCs, have 
 shown  their care
 and support for the 
 staff throughout  
 the hospital. 
 In April, they 
prepared Caring 
Baskets for 26 

different departments. (pictured above) The baskets included 
sweet and salty treats, miniature lavender aromatherapy bags, 
uplifting and encouraging quotes, and a thank you card. 
In May, they provided 
support specifically to 
the two nursing units 
that provide care to 
patients with COVID-19 
by having “Tea for the 
Spirit” (right) relaxation 
sessions for the nursing 
and Case Management 
staff who work there. 
Tea for the Spirit is 
an open house model 
relaxation/stress 
reduction opportunity.    
     

 The chaplains have been 
 a support to the patients and
 families affected by CO-
 VID-19 through daily phone
 calls, presence on 
 the nursing unit during the 
 death of a patient, praying
 over the intercom and 
 offering support for the
 family via phone.

     Due to COVID-19, restrictions for visitors were set in place at the 
University of Pittsburg Medical Center (UPMC) to help slow down the spread 
of the virus. For some patients it's been a sad reality not being able to see 
their loved ones. Sister Gabrielle Nguyen, a chaplain at UPMC Williamsport, 
tells us,"during a time where they're sick, it's important for patients to have 
some type of support." The hospital received a generous donation of six 
iPads and a team of six chaplains uses them to assist patients in making 
video calls to their loved ones. "Just by seeing their faces allows the patients 
to light up with happiness and also feel better. There have been experiences 
whereby that has been a tremendous source of healing for our patients," 
Sister Gabrielle said. "It's a way of extending God's healing love through 
virtual means."  (from WBRE/WYOU-TV)

     Partnering together with the First Presbyterian 
Church, the St. Francis of Assisi Cathedral Youth 
Group and their director, Sister Maria Lan Nguyen 
(left) of Metuchen, NJ delivered 11 baskets of non-
perishable food for the elderly. Letters were also 
sent assuring them of their prayers.  Sr. Lynn Marie, 
a Felician Sister, helps with her group of volunteers, 
and Norma Cernadas, (right) a Companion of Pauline.

 Sister Mary Joan Smith,   
 BCC, Director of Pastoral 
 Care, (left) and Sister Mary
 Joseph Albright, Mission 
 Integration Officer at 

Geisinger Holy Spirit Hospital, are seen here garbed in PPE 
in preparation for being physically present to dying COVID-19 
patients.
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     SECOND HARVEST FOOD BANK  leads the 
fight against hunger in South Louisiana by providing 
food access, advocacy, education, and disaster 
response. Second Harvest provides food and 
support to 700+ community partners and programs 
across 23 parishes. Sister Mary Kim Tran (inset) 
finds time to volunteer at the Food Bank in New 
Orleans twice a week making meals, sorting and 
packing food, receiving and answering calls.
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Life at ACS  “not as usual!”
     Daily life during the COVID-19 quaran-
tine was not “life as usual!”  Assumption 
College for Sisters (ACS) had to make 
several changes. College classes were 
conducted at their usual time, but instead 
of face to face, they were delivered either 
by Zoom or Google Hangout. The faculty 
worked hard to make the classes as inter-
esting as possible and the Sister students 
also worked hard to fulfill the requirements.
     Before heading back to classwork in 
the evenings, the Sisters either exercised, 
danced and sang in the Student Center, and generally enjoyed each other’s company. Sunday liturgy was livestreamed 
from the local parish, St. Mary’s Church, Denville, NJ.  The students and staff were grateful for the thoughtfulness and 
generosity of friends checking in on them, providing groceries, fresh produce and some treats.
    On May 31, a private prayer service was conducted in the ACS Chapel for the distribution of diplomas to its seven 
graduates.

     Sister Geralyn Haggerty, BSN, (left), professional staff nurse, 
UPMC Williamsport, was recently presented with a $10,000. grand 
prize through the Refer a Friend program at UPMC. Sister Geralyn 
donated her prize to fund care for her fellow Sisters with the Sisters 
of Christian Charity.
     "Flabbergasted, that's the one word that comes to mind to 
describe what it was like to be recognized," said Sister Geralyn. 
"I'm blessed to be able to serve God and extend His healing love 
to others. Donating this prize allows me to help support my fellow 
sisters, ensuring they get the care they need."
     "Gestures like Sister's  help remind us all what kindness - no 
matter the scope - can mean to the people around us," said Karen 
Kemmler, clinician Preadmission Testing, UPMC Williamsport. 
"She's an exceptional, compassionate, and selfless care provider 
and we're lucky to have her on our team."

continued from page 5

Sister Gale Pankowski, BCC, works as a 
Chaplain at St. Barnabas Medical Center in 
Livingston, NJ. The pandemic has limited 
her work to communication by phone with 
the relatives and also working with iPads to 
have the patients be present to their families. 
Sister shared that the chaplains prepared 
prayers in the various faith traditions so that the nurses 
have a prayer resource to use with the patients.
Chaplains may also go to the door of patients and pray. 
The hospital staff has, as of June 3, discharged over 800 
COVID-19 patients to their homes. 

Sister Elizabeth Kovacs, 
CRNP, FNP-C, MSN is the 
Administrator and Director of 
Nursing at Mallinckrodt Convent 
and responsible for the welfare 
of over 80 sisters. Sister does 
an incredible job from a medical 
standpoint. She also creates 
activities to help maintain good 
morale for our senior Sisters and 
staff. Here she is distributing 
refreshments to celebrate 
Memorial Day.

“Refer A Friend” Reaps a Windfall!

Sister Mary Vu, RN, performed an essential and 
courageous duty as she screened patients for 
possible COVID-19 infection at Geisinger Holy Spirit 
Hospital. Working in a tent in the parking lot, wearing 
full PPE, Sister and her colleagues risked their own 
infection. "I have seen many young workers, who, in 
order to provide for their families, continued to go to 
work in a nursing home and became infected. I’ve 
come to understand the meaning of the Scripture: ‘If 
the grain of wheat does not die it will remain alone.’ 
My life is in God’s hands. Each time I walked inside 
the tent I prayed for God’s protection for all of our 
staff."



News from the Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC)  Of f i ce
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     On January 25. 2020, the Sisters of the North 
American Eastern Province, Mendham, invited 
benefactors and family members of Sister Maria Dolores 
Tan to a Liturgy of Thanksgiving, followed by a dinner 
that included specially made Filipino desserts. A highlight 
of the day was a video featuring songs by the young 
women of Margaretha Home. Sisters Annelyth Pandi and 
Luiza Simon entertained in traditional Filipino dress the 
Pandanggo sa Ilaw or the Dance of Lights, a popular folk 
dance of Mindoro. Both Sisters have spent time visiting 
there. Sister Luiza comments: “Just when you thought 
you’re the one there to give, you end up being the one 
receiving. There is so much love from the girls.”
    In celebration of their anniversary, the Sisters of the 
East and West Units sent the Sisters and young women 
a gift to enjoy short vacation trips camping at God's Love 
Farm, an overnight swimming outing and a day time trip 
at a hot spring. 

Celebrating Our Philippine Mission
1995 - 2020

                                                 
    In response to the General Chapter statement 
supporting the rights of immigrants and the most 
vulnerable in society, the Eastern Province agreed to 
sponsor a refugee family from the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. 
Sr. Graciela Colon, Immigration lawyer for the Diocese of 
Metuchen, NJ, located and introduced the Sisters to the 
Mbabazi family (above) who visited the Motherhouse in 
December.  The Sisters have eagerly answered the call to 
assist them from community resources. 
Members of the Mbabazi family are (from left to right): 
Damien (brother of Jolie), Seth, Chadrack, Moombi, Jolie 
(mother) and Mapendo.  

Family members and friends of Sr. Maria Dolores in the 
Philippines who attended the celebration. Her brother, 
Manny Tan, MD is second from the left next to Sr. Mary 
Edward. Sr. Luiza Simon is pictured with benefactors in 
traditional dress.

SCCs Sponsor Family Sister Henry’s Legacy Continues

     The St. Anthony’s Center Board of Directors 
(pictured here) has responded to a call in the
Williamsport community to provide food for those
who are in need during the Coronavirus pandemic
since organizations are becoming depleted of their
food supplies. The Board is donating to six
organizations in the Williamsport area that serve
families in need of food. The Board is assuring that 
Sr. Henry Lambert’s legacy of feeding the hungry 
lives on during this pandemic crisis. 
     Sister Teresa Ann Jacobs and Sister Carlita 
Jones are members of the Board.



Sisters of Christian Charity
Office of Mission Advancement
350 Bernardsville Road
Mendham, NJ 07945

Serving 
with Love

 

S. Anthony Beifuss
S. Paula Marie Beiter

S. Christina Marie Cables
S. Jeanette Szyszputowski

S. Henrica Buchert
S. Margaritis Kullowitch

S. Rosemary Schwer

“I am the Resurrection 
and the Life .”

     Sister Immacolata Scarogni 
has been invited by the Most Rev. 
Daniel E. Thomas, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Toledo, Ohio, to serve 
for three years on the Diocesan 
Seminarian Admissions/
Formation Board.  The purpose 
of the Board is to evaluate the 
suitability of seminarians, to give recommendations 
for ministry, and to provide counsel for ongoing 
seminarian formation.
     Sister Immacolata serves as Parish Manager of St. 
John the Baptist Church, Landeck and St. Patrick’s 
Church, Spencerville, and as Youth Minister at St. 
John the Evangelist Church, Delphos.

Sister Serves on Diocesan Board


