
Director Of Vocations Appointed

                   

                     

After teaching for six years at the NativityMiguel 
School of Scranton, PA, Sr. Maria Angeline Weiss 
(pictured above) begins another leadership role for the 
community as the Director of Vocations.  All SCCs are 
responsible for vocation work, whether by prayer or 
active effort. Sr. Maria Angeline will lead and collabo-
rate with the sisters in this very important ministry. 
     Sr. Maria Angeline was a “founding” SCC for Nativ-
ityMiguel, a co-sponsored work of the Province since 
2015, playing a major role in the school’s continued 
growth and stability over the years. Sister’s service 
of teaching and her witness as an SCC at the school 
were much appreciated. 
     In September, Sr. Regina Bathalon will teach at 
NativityMiguel and reside at St. Nicholas Convent, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA. 

SCCs Appoint Holistic Health 
and Transition Coordinator (HHTC)

     Sister Mary Joan Smith was invited to accept this 
position as she has worked in healthcare as a nurse 
and a case manager for a total of twenty-four years. 
She has worked in hospital pastoral care ministry for 
thirteen years. 
     The  HHTC is to be available to the sisters, 
promoting health and wellness in body, mind and spirit
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     The HHTC  assists the 
Provincial Leadership Team in 
their support of the members 
of our Congregation, promoting 
balance of the whole person 
while maintaining vitality for 
mission and community living 
throughout all stages of life.

by being a listening presence giving spiritual
and emotional support at times of intense challenges 
which are part of every sister’s life. Sister Mary Joan  
has been providing this kind of care for patients and 
colleagues in healthcare for over twenty years. 

Intentional International Community 
Becomes a Reality

     The two leadership teams of the Sisters of Chris-
tian Charity of North America are preparing for a new 
collaborative community in Chicago, Illinois. Cardinal 
Blasé Cupich, and Sr. Joan McGlinchey, the Delegate 
for Religious, support the establishment of an Inten-
tional International House of Discernment near Our 
Lady of Mercy and Resurrection Parishes in Chicago. 
Rev. Nicholas Desmond, pastor of the combined 
parishes, is eager to welcome the SCCs to minister to 
the people in the area and for vocation outreach. The 
“new” convent (a former rectory) is connected to Res-
urrection Parish and has been approved by the SCC 
Generalate and called Resurrection Convent.
     Three Sisters, Marie Cecilia Landis and Marisol 
Garcia of the East and Carol Bredenkamp of the West 
will arrive in August and Fr. Desmond will provide a 
two-week training session for the ministries of cat-
echetics, evangelization, tutoring, etc.  Ministry for the 
Sisters will begin after Labor Day.      



Casey Dolan Bids Farewell 
     
     Casey Dolan served as the 
Assistant Director of the Mission Ad-
vancement Office. Before she moved 
on to a full-time job, she said: “It has 
been my great honor to work with the 
Sisters of Christian Charity. It was a 
mission and ministry in which I could 
easily engage and the relationships 
that formed were so meaningful, they will stay with me 
forever.
     Thank you for sharing your homes and your lives 

A Note from the Editor:
     In the January 2020 issue of Weavings, there was a 
short article entitled East Meets West in which mention was 
made concerning a “deeper communion” between SCC 
East and SCC West.  Then, in the July 2020 issue, an ar-
ticle touched on the work toward and consequent formula-
tion of a common statement for both Units. In this issue, an 
article shares about an Intentional International Community 
taking place in the West (Chicago) in September.  
     Another step in our goal toward deeper unity is to have 
a shared publication.  A committee has been formed to 
work toward joining Weavings and Bread Broken (the SCC 
West newsletter). This needs serious consideration and 
discussion. Please keep this endeavor in your prayers. 
Look forward to what might be!

 Dear Friends, 
           

            This has been quite 
a year!  I think that our Covid 

challenges have taught us many 
valuable lessons that will forever 

be marked on our hearts and minds.  So many 
losses have wounded our hearts and so many 
new learnings have created healing, peace, and 
deeper unity among us!   As our lives become 
“normal” again, I hope that you will find comfort 
and solace in knowing that our God has been 
with us through the extraordinary times and now 
again in the ordinary times of our lives.  

     Thank you for your steady, constant, and 
continued support as we journeyed through these 
tough months of Covid.  You remained faithful 
friends as we continued to hear from you in 
response to our appeals, sweepstakes, newslet-
ters, fundraisers, and virtual Run for a Nun.  We 
are grateful to you, and we promise to remain 
focused on seeking new ways to cultivate deeper 
bonds of connection with you. 
     We invite you to visit our website and keep 
current in what is happening in our Congregation.  
We also invite you to participate in our livestream 
events when you can.  We archive them so you 
can always view them on our website. 
     Casey Dolan has been our Associate Director 
of Mission Advancement for the past 5 years. 
Casey has been a leader in helping the Sisters 
grow and spread the charism and mission of 
our Congregation in new and exciting ways.  We 
thank Casey for her commitment, enthusiasm, 
dedication, and love for our mission and wish 
her God’s blessing as she continues her journey 
through life. Through Casey’s hard work and 
devotion to the Sisters, she was able to reach 
many constituents and extend the charism of 
Blessed Pauline to many more people. Thank 
you, Casey, and may God continue to bless you 
and your family.  We are deeply grateful to you, 
and we continue to support you through our love 
and daily prayers.
  

Blessings of peace and love to each of you! 
Lovingly, 

Sister Joann Marie Aumand, SCC
Provincial Superior 

Sr. Ida Heinzmann pictured 
with Casey in a golf cart.

with me. I am forever grateful 
to God for putting me on this 
path that led to you. I will keep 
you in my daily prayers and 
hope to come visit as often as 
possible.  Thank you again for 
everything.”

     The repurposing of our 
former Motherhouse is 
progressing.  Accordia Realty 
Ventures of Fairfield, NJ, signed 
a Lease Agreement with the 
SCCs. It is now engaged with 
Civil, Structural, Architectural, 
Mechanical and Environmental 
Engineers. These professional 
teams have conducted physical 
reviews of the property and 
building to assess the feasibility 
of restructuring. 

Legacy Motherhouse Repurposed

     Accordia is now ready to move forward with the 
conceptual planning phase of this project, working with 
project architects and engineers on an initial design of the 
building. Accordia will then schedule a meeting with the 
Board of Mendham Borough.Please continue to pray to 
St. Joseph for this project. 
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Covenant Days Honor New Companions

     Since Covid-19 began, The Companions of 
Pauline have not been able to gather in person. 
Some coordinators, however, have found ways 
to keep in touch via newsletters, zoom meetings 
and phone calls.                                                                                                                                          
     Sr. Mary Veronica Kulsar, after serving five 
and a half years as Provincial Coordinator of the 
Companions, passed on responsibility to Sr. Es-
ther Falzone, Provincial Councilor. We are grate-
ful to Sr. Mary Veronica for her years of dedicated 
service. Sister continues as the Mendham Area 
Coordinator with Sr. Martha Kavanaugh. 
     In April, Sr. Esther and Companion of Pauline, 
Patricia Hydro, traveled to Williamsport for a Re-
treat/Covenant Day. Thirteen Companions from 
the Williamsport and Bastress areas met at St. 
Boniface Church, Williamsport. Sr. Theresa Marie 
Tran, a Chaplain at UPMC Susquehanna, spoke 
on finding Jesus in our daily life. The Ceremony 
and Covenant signing for two new Companions 
took place followed by refeshments.
       Sr. Esther conducted another mini-retreat 
and Covenant ceremony for the new Companions 
of the New Jersey area. Since the Motherhouse 
was not yet open to the public, the day was con-
ducted at Villa Pauline Retreat and Spiritual Cen-
ter with a few friends and relatives present. Rev. 
Michael Drury, retired priest of the Diocese of 
Paterson, NJ, and full-time Chaplain for the Unit-
ed States Secret Service and New Jersey State 
Police celebrated the Liturgy in the Villa chapel. 
Companions from the Mendham, Denville, Rock-
away and Metuchen areas made and signed their 
Covenants as Companions of Pauline.
     We hope to have a province-wide Retreat and 
Covenant Day in our Motherhouse in Mendham 
in the future. 

News From Villa Pauline
     Villa Pauline Retreat and Spiritual Center con-
tinues to fulfill its mission of offering retreats and 
spiritual programs at the Villa and Pauline House 
Hermitage, a “place of soli-
tude.”  Three new  additions 
were added. 
     A water feature near 
the Villa porch, a gift of 
generous benefactors, was 
installed. Many a retreatants 
enjoy the bubbling beauty 
and calmness of this foun-
tain as they gaze on the 
majesty of Mendham’s hills.  

           
     
   

   
     A third addition 
is a long time 
coming! The Villa 
is now in the pro-
cess of installing 
a handicapped 
ramp to the front 
entrance.  This will 
enable persons 
with walkers and 
wheelchairs to 
safely enter the 
Villa. A grant of 
$15,000 obtained by the SCC Mission Advancement 
Office contributes to the total cost of the ramp. It is 
expected to be completed by September.   
     Beginning September 2021, Villa Pauline will 
be available for retreats and day programs. We 
ask that retreatants be fully vaccinated. Check our 
website, www.scceast.org/retreats for the Villa’s 
new fall programs.

     A small gift shop, 
called The Nook, is 
nestled in a niche 
near the Villa Meeting 
Place.  Opened in Oc-
tober, 2020, it contains 
new and used spiritual 
books, and other spiri-
tual and secular items 
at an affordable price.  
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During the past months many hands have been busy enhancing the new Chapel with various art items 
from the Legacy Motherhouse. One can see in the pictures the new placement of the Stations of the 
Cross, the statues of Mary and Joseph, as well as the sign over the Chapel doors. The shrine of Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help and the statue of Mother Pauline were also transported and installed. The 
stained glass windows from the Legacy Motherhouse add to the beautification.

Additions Arrive At Motherhouse Chapel

       This mosaic of the Chi-Rho (left) was 
  taken from the main altar of our Legacy 
  Motherhouse and is now on the wall of the 
  new Motherhouse chapel (right) in the place 
  of our 15th Station of the Cross. 
       The men carved this marble mosaic out of
  the front of the main altar.  Inside the altar 
  they found a box with the names of hundreds
  of people who donated money to build the 
  chapel from 1940 - 1945. Also in the box was
  a relic of Mother Pauline. This box is now 
  located in our Archives. What an historic 
  find!!
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Virtual Run for a Nun Proves Successful
5

  
Because 

of these challenging 
times, the Sisters of Christian 

Charity hosted a Virtual Run for a 
Nun 5K and I Mile Fun Run this year. 

All proceeds from the event benefit the 
education of our young women and Sisters 

in formation.  
     In her last letter from Germany, Sister Mary 
Joseph Schultz related how the Sisters there 

“tried to add some mileage to the Run for a Nun 
cause. Sister Ines completed a bike ride of 30 km, 
Sister Renate walked over 20 km on various days, 
and we in the Generalate walked over 5 km also, in 
stages, as time (as well as energy) permitted. Sister 
DeSales cheered us on and added moral support.” 

     The surrounding pictures show a small sam-
pling of family members and friends who helped 

us from near and far. Your generosity was 
overwhelming!

     The SCCs are grateful to all who par-
ticipated either as a sponsor, participant 
and/or donor. Special thanks to Casey 

Dolan, manager of the fundraiser. 
The Mission Advancement 
Office exceeded its goal of 

$10,000.  



“Hope” Walks in the Bronx 
 

    

Fridays are special days in the South Bronx for the home-
less.  Students from Cristo Rey New York High School 
make sandwiches and distribute them along with water 
and snacks on the streets of the Bronx.  Sisters Jude 
Biank and Janice Kraft along with teachers and volunteers 
from the neighborhood accompany the students on their 
mission to help the most vulnerable population in the 
community. During the winter months hats made by the 
sisters and socks donated by other volunteers were also 
distributed along with the sandwiches.  
One of the volunteers, Marty Rogers, wrote a reflection 
on the “Hope Walk” experience which is excerpted here:  
“You and I came on Friday from our imperfect families, 
messy apartments and busy…assignments.  We took up 
sandwiches, gloves, cookies, hats, chocolate milk and 
more. The holy tools of charity. And as we introduced 
ourselves and learned names and were told stories, some-
thing inside us was being torn down.  There was laughter 
and silliness.  There was pain and almost tears, all dug 
deep and deeper. One by one we engaged as strangers 
but left having built bonds. Marvin, a homeless friend, told 
us “hands are for joining.” Colon told us that love sees 
people hiding in dark cold shadows, but love calls them 
forth to smiling faces, some food and a friendly prayer, 
even if only for a moment. It is mysterious, it is silent and 
it is amazing. We all returned home shaken, grateful, lifted 
up and blessed.”

 SCCs Participate in End Hunger Project
   

We celebrated Earth Week with a trip to the Schiff Nature 
Preserve on May 3rd. Pictured above - from left is Postulant 
Manuela Guimaraes, Sister Geralyn Haggerty and Sister 
Mary Amata Reifsnyder with others in the background.

Celebrating Ear th Week -  2021

  
     How wonderful to know that the 
good that Sister Henry Lambert began 
with St. Anthony Center and Foundation 
continues to meet the financial needs of 
the poor in the Williamsport, PA area!
     Sr. Teresa Ann Jacobs, a member of 
the St. Anthony Center Board, recently 
met with the Board and approved dona-
tions to eight organizations in the area 
who perform direct service to the poor. 

Sr. Henry’s Legacy Lives On

 Sr. Patrice and Sr. Mary 
Veronica present money and 
food items to Elaine Thorn-
berry, a member of our JPIC 
team and the Companions 
of Pauline. During Catholic 
Sisters Week we collaborated 
with Women’s United Way on 
Project “Foodstock” to provide 
food donations and money to 
food pantries in our area. The

 theme for Catholic Sisters Week was “End Hunger.”  The 
sisters and Companions of Pauline donated 258 pounds  of 
food to the Interfaith Food Pantry in Morristown for needy 
families. 

 Adopted Refugee 
Family Moves to 

Wisconsin 

her family in 2018 by Sr. Graciela Colon working as an 
immigrant attorney for Catholic Charities in Metuchen. The 
family was settled in Edison, NJ, where we helped Jolie 
with rent support and other resources.  Jolie is extremely 
grateful to her SCC family for all the love, prayers and 
financial support she and her 4 children have received 
from us while living in Edison.  Sr. Patrice was able to see 
Jolie and her children before they left to say goodbye and 
wish them well in Wisconsin in the name of the SCC family.  
Jolie expressed her deep gratitude for all who made it pos-
sible for her to get furniture, Christmas and birthday gifts 
for her children, Easter baskets, food vouchers, clothes, 
bedding and supplies as well as financial support.  Through 
her tears of gratitude, Jolie thanked all the sisters and 
friends whom she calls her “angels sent from God.”  

Our adopted refugee 
family from the Con-
go, the Mbabazi’s, 
moved to Appleton, 
Wisconsin, on July 
2nd.  We were intro-
duced to Jolie and
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more widely.  “All in God’s good time,” he said.  “I will bring 
it to prayer and see what our heavenly Father has to say 
about it.  I do have another question, one that I hope will be 
easy to answer.  What do you think we should do about the 
wheels for the cart that Hiram ordered?  The spokes don’t 
fit properly and I’ve tried everything I can think of to fix it.”
     Happy to be speaking about something easily explained, 
Joseph placed his arm around Jesus’ shoulder and began 
speaking enthusiastically about the finer points of carpen-
try.  The two continued along the path, deeply engaged in 
shop talk, increasing their speed slightly, knowing that the 
best of wives and mothers would be waiting for them at the 
end of their journey!          A Sister of Christian Charity

     Something exciting happened to Margaretha Home 
last April 24, 2021!  It all began with a question from one 
of our girls: “Why do many people have nothing to eat, 
and we have food at table every day?”  We said because 
we have benefactors who help and care for us.  They 
unanimously said that they wanted to be a benefactor and 
also help the poor.  Our social worker, Ate Lanette, heard 
through social media the idea of COMMUNITY PANTRY, 
so she explained that we can do that.  We can have food 
for the poor outside the house, and whoever comes, can 
take some food, enough for their family, for free.  All the 
Margaretha blind girls, including the staff, agreed to this 
project.  Each of our blind donated from their birthday, 
Christmas, and workshop allowance, the money to be a 
benefactor to help the poor.  With this amount from the 
girls, the staff and some friends, we were ready for 65 
families.  We purchased the food for our pantry. We also 
provided face shields and face masks for those who need-
ed them.  The blind girls helped in counting, packing and 
bagging the items.
     During our Community Pantry morning, we were 
amazed to see the long line of needy people waiting to 
get their share.  We were happy the people observed 
social distancing and wore masks.
     We have talked about “Jesus’ multiplication of the 
bread” and it happened that morning at the Community 
Pantry.  Our neighbors, who saw us doing this, came and 
added more food for the poor.  From what we prepared 
for 65 families, we were able to help 135 families.  Our 
Church in the Philippines is celebrating its 500 year anni-
versary of Christendom and has the motto “GIFTED TO 
GIVE.”  We believe that our blind girls/young women and 
staff of Margaretha Home made these words come alive.  
They all know that they are gifted with the love and care of 
the Lord, and so they want to share this GIFT to all!  
                                           Sr. Maria Dolores Tan               

Residents of Margaretha Home pictured with Sister Maria 
Dolores Tan (left) and Sister Teresia Barkey

With the Apostolic Letter 
“Patris corde" (“With a 
Father’s Heart”), Pope 
Francis recalls the 150th 
anniversary of the declaration 
of Saint Joseph as Patron of 
the Universal Church and the 
Holy Father has proclaimed 
a “Year of Saint Joseph” from, 

December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021. 

Celebrating The Year Of St. Joseph

Hosea’s Messsage
     “And what do you consider to be the most important 
teaching of the holy prophet, Hosea?” asked Jesus as he 
and his father walked along the dusty roads of the Galilean 
hills.  “Is it the theme of profound forgiveness or being 
called to return to the Lord with all one’s heart?”  The 
weather was so magnificent that father and son had decid-
ed to enjoy a much-deserved break from their heavy labors 
and delight in the breezy outdoors for a while.  They were 
now headed back to their little hamlet of Nazareth.
     Joseph glanced at his fifteen-year-old son and took 
a deep breath.  He often felt inadequate in explaining 
the things of scripture; he felt much more comfortable 
explaining how to plane a piece of wood.  Joseph silently 
whispered a prayer heavenward asking for inspiration and 
guidance.  He felt the weight of his responsibility in raising 
the Son of God.
     “I believe it is both, actually,” replied Joseph, “two sides 
of the same coin.  As you know, Hosea is symbolic of God 
our Father, who loves us no matter how unfaithful we are 
nor how often we turn away from him.  Repentance is nec-
essary but the Father’s faithful call to come back to him is 
repeated over and over … as often as needed.”
     “This will bring great comfort to people!” adds Jesus ex-
citedly.  “Yahweh restores his children to a right relationship 
with him.  It is a beautiful example of Yahweh’s extravagant 
love.  His offer of forgiveness is never-ending.”
     After a few minutes of contemplative silence, Jesus 
asked, “What role does redemption play in all of this?”  
They both stopped for a moment and Jesus looked deeply 
into his father’s eyes, trusting him implicitly and searching 
for answers.
     A stab of pain pierced Joseph’s heart as some of the 
suffering servant passages came to mind.  “I suspect that 
our heavenly Father will reveal that to you, one small piece 
at a time, but I believe that it will demand your total and 
complete abandonment to his plan.  It’s what I try to do 
each day.  I don’t know what the future holds for you, your 
mother or me, but I do know that Yahweh is right beside us 
at each moment, offering help and encouragement.  That’s 
comforting to realize, isn’t it?”
     Jesus solemnly shook his head yes, and the two re-
sumed their walk.  Glancing sideways at his son, Joseph 
noticed Jesus’ serious expression slowly transforming into 
a smile.  The youth continued, “Yahweh loves his people 
so deeply.  I am happy to be his servant, but I believe it will 
demand the ultimate sacrifice, don’t you think?”
     “I believe so, my son, I believe so,” responded his father, 
“whatever that might be.  But I also believe that the Lord’s 
strength will uphold you no matter what is asked of you, as 
Isaiah proclaims.”
Nodding his head with great confidence, Jesus smiled 
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Sister Camilla Springman
Sister Gemma Streit

Sister Consuela Chase
Sister Helen Marie Cronin
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Sister Anna Ballak
Sister Mary Eileen O'Connor
Sister Rose William Fallon

Sister Helen James Peck
Sister Helen Kron

Sister M. Pierre Koesters

Remembering Our Deceased Sisters  from 
North America in 2020

May they rest in Eternal Peace!

SAVE THE DATE     
8th ANNUAL GOLF OUTING    

Thursday, September 30, 2021        
Cedar Hill Golf and Country Club, 

Livingston, NJ  
www.scceast.org/events


