
Drawn in by Christ

Standing outside looking in

Pictured: The first public Daily Mass took place this

past Monday on the St. Francis Plaza

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 11, 2020

This past Monday, we
celebrated the first public
Daily Mass since the start
of the pandemic. I have to
admit to you guys that I
slept in and missed more
than the first half. I'm
going to blame it on my
exhaustion from the joyful
celebration of Confirmation
the day before (also
pictured here), plus the

fact that I have a longer drive than most of you, but still. I think I finally
arrived at the start of the Our Father - mask lying forgotten in my car in
my rush - and hung back near the stairs for the rest of Mass both for
social distancing and so I wasn't disruptive.

What a curious experience, after being knee-deep in liturgy all these
months to be outside, looking in.

The force of my yearning to be seated at the Table of the Lord frankly
took me by surprise - after all, I've been at every single Mass since we
were forced to close our doors, and at this point it hadn't even been 24
hours since my last Mass!

What was even more remarkable was the sudden and surprising clarity of
knowing that the answer to that yearning, the only thing that would fulfill
it, was on our Lord, on the altar, under the appearance of bread and
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wine.

If I could bottle up that feeling and that moment of surety and share it,
I'm pretty sure that all our problems would be solved. No exaggeration.

It actually surprised me, since I don't really have that strong of a
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, all things considered. But here it was,
all the same, striking in its simplicity - a moment of connection with St.
Augustine, who said "Our hearts are restless until they rest in You;" a
perfect understanding of Eucharist as the "source and summit" of our
Christian life; a flash of recognition of the Eternal God, greater than time
and space, who gave Himself to us in a manner we could not only see,
but consume, so that we could be more like Him.

No sooner did I realize this and try to grasp it than it fluttered out of
reach. Another Holy Spirit flash of Truth to hold close to my heart and
keep me seeking for more. But then, I suppose that endless seeking is
really the key to our faith, anyway. It certainly dissuades one from
sleeping in, that's for sure.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 11, 2020

8:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot

Download and print the Worship Aid here

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

Join us this Sunday in the Parking Lot at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass!
We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

Contra Costa is now in the "Red
Tier" - what does that mean for

Santa Maria?
Early last week, Contra Costa County issued a
press release sharing information that more
businesses and services can reopen due to
progress in the fight against COVID-19. What
does this mean for Santa Maria?

At the most basic level, we are grateful to be able to continue public
worship services.
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For the time being, we will continue to worship outdoors with
Parking Lot Masses on Sundays and Daily Masses on the St.
Francis Plaza in front of the Hall. Although we're allowed 100 people
(or 25% of our maximum capacity, whichever is less) indoors for worship,
we are keeping this as a backup option. We've been down the re-opening
and re-closing road before, notice the spikes in of cases in Europe, and
don't want to keep switching back and forth between indoor and outdoor
like a ping pong ball!

Indoor worship would also require reservations to insure we don't go over
100 people (including the ministry team); socially-distant seating areas
for singles, couples, and families based on group size; sanitization
between Masses, and other logistical challenges. We've decided it's
better to continue to worship outdoors while the weather is
decent and while we see how things develop.

We are so grateful for your patience, cooperation, enthusiasm, and
generosity during this pandemic! Let's continue to stay healthy in both
body and spirit as we keep on keeping on!

Welcome back to public Daily
Masses!

We are happy to announce that Daily Mass will
be celebrated publicly outdoors at 8:30am on
Mondays and Wednesdays (please note the
new time and days!) starting this coming
Monday, October 5. Daily Masses have been
celebrated privately for the last few months,
and we are finally able to transition to celebrating them publicly,
outdoors, two days a week (weather permitting).

Socially-distant chairs and worship aids will be set out on the plaza by the
St. Francis statue directly in front of the Hall. (A different set of chairs
and worship aids will be used on Mondays and Wednesdays to reduce
chances of virus transmission on surfaces.)

Please come wearing a face mask properly covering your nose and
mouth, and be prepared for either chilly shade or a little bright sunshine
in your eyes - we'll find out together which it will be on Monday!

Join us for our annual Outdoor
Candlelight Rosary!

We're planning on offering our annual Outdoor
Rosary by Candlelight for the Month of the
Rosary on Wednesday, October 28 at
7:30pm!

Join us for this beautiful evening of prayer through our Blessed Mother
outdoors, socially-distant, and with something new added this year: the
Blessed Sacrament!



Bring your own Rosary; wear your own mask! Candles will be provided.

Would you like a brick?
In the plaza in front of the Parish Hall are
bricks engraved in memory or honor of our
parishioners and their loved ones.

We already have a few requests for bricks, but
there is a minimum number before the
engraver will come out to do them! If you
have been thinking of having a brick (or series of bricks)
engraved, now is the time to do it!

The tax-deductible donation is $365 per brick; up to 3 lines and 14
characters per line is allowed. Please fill out and return this form  to Mirna
in the Parish Office to order your brick!

Remembering our deceased
loved ones in November

The month of November begins with All Saints
Day and All Souls Day - the Church makes it
clear that we are invited, and should,
celebrate and remember the holy souls who have gone before us!

At Santa Maria you are invited to share in the celebration in many ways:
1. Attend the All Saints Day Mass (November 1 at 8:30am or

10:30am) and All Souls Day Mass (November 2 at 8:30am)
2. Email us a picture of your deceased loved ones for our

Remembrance Video, which will be placed on our website in place of
our normal parish Altarcito that we have in our church for the month
of November

3. Consider how you could display pictures of your deceased family
and friends at home in your entrance hall or family room

Program registration IS OPEN!
Sign up for Faith Formation, MSYG, and
Confirmation - registration is finally open!

Please pass the word along to families you
know, especially those in 1st grade, 6th grade, and 9th grade!

Faith Formation begins October 19
MSYG begins October 4
Teen Confirmation begins October 18, with Parent Orientation on October
11 or 13 (your choice)

https://files.constantcontact.com/8e4ef72cff/4095c327-f8ee-4717-b5e3-787a6b9fc45a.pdf
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5165
https://santamariaorinda.com/faith-formation
https://santamariaorinda.com/msyg
https://santamariaorinda.com/teen-confirmation


To get involved or if you have any questions, contact Sr. Mary Margaret
for K-5 formation or Megan Arteaga for 6th-12th grade programs!

Can you make some brown bag
lunches?

The Social Justice Committee is looking for
more volunteers to make 5 lunches each for
the Friendly Manor for their two distributions
remaining in October:

October 16: 3 more volunteers to make 5 lunches each
October 19: 4 more volunteers to make 5 lunches each

Lunches include a sandwich, chips, fruit, and any other healthy snack.
Bring them to the church level parking lot between 11 and 11:30am on
the designated Friday!

Our volunteers feel so much joy in helping: click here for their story!

Tuesday Gardening: Schedule
Change!

Join us Tuesdays October 13 and 27 from
8:30am to 11am at the Church level parking
lot with your gloves and mask and we will give
you a task.

To get involved, contact Janet Riley or Gail
Gabriel.

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-
time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!
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Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@smparish.org

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
dcn.rey@smparish.org x310

Deacon James Pearce
dcnpearce@smparish.org x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mirnawong@smparish.org x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@smparish.org

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
srmmphan@smparish.org x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
megan@smparish.org x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
sistermn@smparish.org x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Liduvina Acosta, Sonny Acosta, Mary
Beth Alban, Joan Artmann, Shoaib
Aryan, Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie
Brady, Cara Bradbury, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Jan Coe,
Grace Parent DeBoot, Rich Delany, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez, Al
Ferreira, Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley,
Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Noreen
Gillham, Jennifer Gray, Doris Hale,
Florentino Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason
Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Michael Kelly, Jim
Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp,
Carol Koupus, Judy Lazarus, Rose Mary
McPhee, Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann
Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian
Riley, Patrick Sheehy, Jean Wells, Faye
Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office at
925-254-2426 or at megan@
smparish.org.

Mass Intentions
Most Mass Intentions during Shelter
in Place orders are either postponed
or celebrated privately. Mirna is
contacting all those who requested
the currently scheduled intentions.

To request a Mass Intention, please
contact Mirna in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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