
On butts (yep),
politics, and empathy

A look into the life-giving
rollercoaster of Middle
School ministry

Pictured: Our Middle Schoolers created

Thanksgiving cards for our homebound parishioners

at this past week's First Wednesday Outdoor

Meeting (the rest are on Zoom)

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 8, 2020

This week was a First Wednesday of the month, so it meant our Middle
School Youth Group met in real life in the Upper Parking Lot for an
outdoor 90-minute session.

Now, I'm sure that as soon as you read "Middle School," you launched
into your most fervent prayer of thanksgiving ever that Joe and I run this
particular circus of chaos and not you, but in many ways this is one of
my favorite ages to minister with - and this past Wednesday was a
great example of why.

Admittedly, it started with a kid forgetting his lawn chair, and announcing
that God gave him a butt with which to sit on the floor. Someone then
pondered aloud (entirely seriously) that he thought butts were for storing
poop. Then yet another clarified that that particular job was more
accurately given to your colon, not your butt, and your butt was, indeed,
intended for sitting. (You can't make this stuff up.)

Not even five minutes after The Butt Debate, they wanted to talk
about the race for the presidency, and switched gears into an
amazingly thoughtful conversation about how charged and divided
our nation currently is; the effect of the Presidency on global relations,
economy, morality, and more; and how even if there were embarrassing
things happening (like the threat of riot), they were still proud to be from
where they were from.

Then, after about a quarter hour of sharing prayer intentions and God
Sightings, we asked them to write Thanksgiving cards to our sick and
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homebound parishioners - a MSYG tradition. Understandably, this year
they had a much better understanding of "homebound," which led to
some very heartfelt and empathetic sentiments in their cards. And then
we played some epic Hide and Seek.

This whole maturity-level whiplash effect is par for the course with Middle
Schoolers, because it's the age when they're practicing critically thinking,
forming their own opinions, and testing out their notions of right and
wrong. It's also the age when they start thinking of their
relationship with God on a personal level rather than on a familial
one - which makes our teen and adult leaders so important as role
models of faith. Please keep our young Catholics in your prayers
regularly. They're yearning for truth and meaning in an arbitrary world,
and have the opportunity to find the Lord providing them with a firm
foundation for the rest of their lives right here, on their butts, in our
parking lot.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 8, 2020

8:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot

Download and print the Worship Aid here

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

Join us this Sunday in the Parking Lot at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass!
We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

Share the Christmas spirit with
a family in need!

Are you looking for an opportunity
to give this holiday season? Participate
in Spirit of Giving!

You'll be assigned a family of 2-5 people and then can purchase two gifts
per person from their wish list, plus a Grocery Outlet gift card to provide
for their Christmas Dinner!

Email Megan to sign up - we only have 12 families left to care for, so act
fast!

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://files.constantcontact.com/8e4ef72cff/6a43c58e-3509-46d6-85d5-c1f3f6e8ff94.pdf
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Help! We need 3 more dinners
and over 10 more grocery gift

cards by Thursday!

Join Santa Maria in supporting Thanksgiving at
the Garden Park Apartments in Pleasant Hill

(a Hope Solutions community)!

How can I help?
Sign up here to provide either grocery items or a Grocery Outlet or Food
Maxx gift card (or both!) to help provide a Thanksgiving meal to 27
families residing at Garden Park Apartments.

Suggested items for a Thanksgiving Meal for 4-5 people:
Cooking oil
Flour/sugar/cornmeal
Pasta/rice
Stuffing mix
Hearty soups and/or broth
Canned/dry beans
Canned fruits/veggies (cranberry, pumpkin, applesauce)
Dried herbs/spices

Drop off your groceries or gift cards at Santa Maria:
Thursday, November 12 | 10am-12:30pm

Can't make that time or need some help shopping? Contact Theresa
Gonzales with any questions or requests!

Notes from Father George

1. Thank you to The Main Kitchen Cafe  for providing
some very delicious meals to Father George and
to the sisters. We are most grateful. You might
try them out for home delivered or pick up great
meals.

2. During the Autumn and Winter months the
church will be open between 9am and 5pm
each day. You are welcome and encouraged to
drop by and to pray in the presence of the
Blessed Sacrament.

October Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined our
monthly goal for the Sunday Plate. Here is our
total for the month of October:

Goal: $42,000.00
Total: $37,689.40
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How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-
time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, Nov 8
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Stephen Myron Gentry
(D)

Monday, Nov 9 8:30am: Louise Govednik Rogina (D)
Tuesday, Nov 10 8:30am: Intentions of the Weiss Family
Wednesday, Nov 11 8:30am: Luciano Alejo (D)
Friday, Nov 13 8:30am: John Rogina (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of praying for your intentions or for the souls of
our deceased loved ones. To request a Mass Intention, please contact Mirna in the

Parish Office.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@smparish.org

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
dcn.rey@smparish.org x310

Deacon Louie Hotop, SJ
x301

Deacon James Pearce
dcnpearce@smparish.org x301

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Liduvina Acosta, Sonny Acosta, Mary
Beth Alban, Joan Artmann, Shoaib
Aryan, Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie
Brady, Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen,
Fred Chavaria, Jan Coe, Grace Parent
DeBoot, Rich Delany, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Al Ferreira,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Noreen Gillham,
Jennifer Gray, Doris Hale, Florentino
Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Aileen
Kelly, Michael Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mirnawong@smparish.org x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@smparish.org

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
srmmphan@smparish.org x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
megan@smparish.org x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
sistermn@smparish.org x309

Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol Koupus,
Judy Lazarus, Rose Mary McPhee, Robert
Nick, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim Pearce,
Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark Ricci,
Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Scott Treter, Jean Wells, Faye
Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office at
925-254-2426 or at
megan@smparish.org.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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