
Finding Jesus in
strange places

What happens when you
run into an old friend in an
unexpected place

Pictured: The music crew for the Holy Hour for Life

at St. Bonaventure taking a brief break from

setting up to capture the moment on film

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 31, 2021

As you probably heard in my last Coffee Talk (since you're all so great at
watching those!), last Saturday I was at St. Bonaventure in Concord for
their Holy Hour for Life event, pictured above. Since I'm a nice person
(and since I'm also married to their Director of Liturgy) I went early to
help set up everything - the altar, the prie-dieux, the speakers, the
microphones, the piano, etc.

Anyway, on one of my trips lugging stuff out of their storage room (the
former choir room), I was startled to come upon a sanctuary lamp - and
it was lit! - and right next to it was a tabernacle! "Oh my, hello! I'm
sorry; I didn't see you there!" popped out of my mouth as I
genuflected. A half second later I laughed to myself at the theological
truths spoken by my literal knee-jerk (knee-kneel?) reaction:

1) Jesus is a real person!
Just like when you bump into someone in a coffee shop (okay, or bumped
past-tense, like before the pandemic), you can bump into Jesus as well,
and he deserves to be greeted when you do. He should also be reached
out to in prayer, especially if you feel like you haven't seen him in awhile!

2) Jesus deserves apologies!
Maybe not because we don't see him stealthily hiding in a random room
(I'm still not 100% sure why he was there, but I suspect it had something
to do with the construction in the chapel), but he definitely deserves an
apology when we're not doing things that He would like, or if we're doing
something that He wouldn't like. (It's called the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, if you were unsure where I was heading with that one!)

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9GQxoMZavw&t=43s
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOwZFL5Wpj8
https://santamariaorinda.com/social-justice-announcements
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give


3) Jesus likes to surprise us!
Some of my most startling encounters with the Lord were when I wasn't
actively searching for Him - He just popped up like He wanted to remind
me that He's there and loves me and is actively caring for me. We call
these "God Sightings" in Youth Ministry, and it's so apt! Keep an eye out
for any God Sightings this week, and share them with us!

4) Jesus is God!
You wouldn't genuflect to a mountain or a lump of metal, but you would -
and should - to the Lord of all the universe. Genuflecting and making the
sign of the cross are a physical reminder of Who we are facing, and as
humans, we really need that physicality of gesture and posture. Just like
tucking a napkin into your collar emphasizes the fact that you're about to
dig into an awesome meal, these ritual gestures we make remind us to be
fully present to the One we're addressing.

I suppose there should be NO place that we don't expect to see Jesus, but
all the same, it's important to always keep our eyes open, ready to see
and give thanks for the glory and goodness of God - even when it's found
in the corner of a storage room!

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, January 31, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot

Download and print the Worship Aid here

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

Join us this Sunday in the Parking Lot at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass!
We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

World Day of Prayer for the
Sick event: Saturday, Feb 6

We're joining the Diocese of Oakland in
celebrating World Day of Prayer for the
Sick.

Watch the live-streamed Mass from the Cathedral of Christ the Light  at
10am on February 6, then come to our church-level parking lot afterward
for drive-through Anointing of the Sick from 12-1:00pm.

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://files.constantcontact.com/8e4ef72cff/7237a048-0290-416a-977c-380446b0e516.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/CathedralofChristtheLight


We're inviting all seniors, those seriously ill or anticipating surgery, and
all who suffer from illness to join in this Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick. Those receiving the Sacrament will remain in their cars; please have
everyone inside the car wear a mask covering their nose and mouth.

Get ready for our
Lenten Virtual

Retreat!

We're planning something
awesome for this Lent - a
Virtual Retreat as a
parish!

Join us on Zoom on
Tuesday evenings for The
Search, a 7-part series addressing life's great questions from a Catholic
perspective. We'll gather to watch a video, break out for small group
discussion, and share our stories.

Stay tuned for more details - and in the meantime, watch the trailer here!

Ash Wednesday is February 17 - mark your calendars!

Drive-Thru Food Drive and
Warm Clothing Collection:

great success!

It was a great day for the Oakland Catholic
Worker and the Dorothy Day House in
Berkeley! The Social Justice Team thanks
the parishioners of Santa Maria for their
generous donations last weekend at the
monthly collection:

Oakland Catholic Worker:
100 bags of groceries
$655 cash

Dorothy Day House in Berkeley:
3 carloads (approximately 50 bags) of warm clothing/blankets 

For more on this story, visit the Social Justice Announcements webpage!

If you can help out or if you have more questions, contact Janet Riley or
Gail Gabriel!

Thank you for supporting the

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOwZFL5Wpj8
https://santamariaorinda.com/social-justice-announcements
mailto:bjriley@pacbell.net
mailto:Gail.gabriel@gmail.com


2020 Bishop's Appeal!

Each year, parishes participate in the
annual Bishop's Appeal to support
parishes and schools in need, clergy
formation and support, religious
education and faith formation, pastoral
ministries and services, and priest
retirement and care.

Thank you to those of you who helped us exceed our parish goal even in
the midst of these difficult times! This year, our parishioners pledged a
total of $36,571.70 - bringing us to 115.91% of our goal! Well done,
Santa Maria!

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-
time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, Jan 31
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Sylvia Mary D'Souza (D)

Due to restrictions imposed by the County and State officials related to
the COVID-19 virus, public Masses celebrated in the church are
forbidden. However, "private" Masses continue to be said both in the
convent and in the church. The following is a list of Masses recently
celebrated for the following intentions:

Special Intention
Joseph Nguyen Pham (D)
Louise Govednik Rogina (D)
Louise Govednik Rogina (D)
Holy Souls in Purgatory

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of praying for your intentions or for the souls of
our deceased loved ones. To request a Mass Intention, please contact Mirna in the

Parish Office.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@smparish.org

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
dcn.rey@smparish.org x310

Deacon Louie Hotop, SJ
x301

Deacon James Pearce
dcnpearce@smparish.org x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mirnawong@smparish.org x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@smparish.org

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
srmmphan@smparish.org x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
megan@smparish.org x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
sistermn@smparish.org x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Kathie Brady, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace
Parent DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Al Ferreira,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Noreen Gillham,
Jennifer Gray, Florentino Ibabao, Brian
Kelly, Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Michael
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Judy Lazarus,
Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee,
Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Scott Treter, Jean Wells, Faye
Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office at
925-254-2426 or at
megan@smparish.org.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

