
On sewing and
sainthood

The arduous (but not
impossible) quests

Pictured: Someone using a thimble

properly - on the ring finger of their

dominant hand!

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 7, 2021

I am a huge fan of the thimble. They've got a reputation for being
unwieldy, annoying, and awkward - but to me, nothing is more unwieldy,
annoying, and awkward than having your finger repeatedly stabbed by
the back end of a needle while trying to push it through your fabric. (Not
to mention the side effects of said repetitive stabbing, which I will
graciously leave to your imagination.)

The only problem is, my current thimble is actually plastic, and it is tired,
craggy, and snaggy. So, I decided to enter the search for A Real Sterling
Silver Thimble. Out comes the measuring tape to see what size my finger
needs (well-made thimbles come in sizes like rings do) and I find that I
need size... 4. Easy peasy, off to the internets! (They have everything,
you know.)

The general internets offered me a custom-made thimble for $100. Um,
no. (Although the Garden Bee one is ADORABLE; look at the honeycomb-
shaped dimples!!)

Off to my favorite haunt (Etsy) to find one. No luck; 6 is the smallest.

Then the hubbs suggests Ebay (my least favorite haunt). Luck - one
vintage Ketcham & McDougall sterling silver thimble, Size 4! But there's
no "buy it now" option so I'm stuck waiting for thimble collectors to bid
up the price in a bidding war when all I want is ONE thimble that fits!!

So this is turning out to be a real quest. I mentioned this to Joe last night
at Youth Group, and joked that it should be a bulletin article. You could
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see his creative thinking gears turning, and (after commenting on the
great mental exercise of turning the mundane into spiritual metaphors)
he said, "Yeah, it's like the quest for doing the right thing, or sainthood.
You're searching for this, and you can tell it's not an impossible quest, it's
just really unexpectedly hard, right? And the same thing goes for
doing God's will. It's not unattainable, but there can be lots of
unexpected challenges standing in the way of doing what's right."

Thanks, Joe! I totally agree. You think it should be easy to do God's will -
after all, you've done the background work - the measuring, shall we say.
You're going to Mass, you're reading Scripture, you've got a prayer life
going... but when it gets to the actual put-it-into-action moments, we
find that there are unexpected hurdles, surprising challenges, weird gray
areas we weren't prepared for, etc.

But the point is, it's not unattainable, as Joe said. It's definitely do-able if
we buckle down and decide to make the sacrifice and do it. If only my
thimble search were as straightforward as that.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, January 31, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot

Download and print the Worship Aid here

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

Join us this Sunday in the Parking Lot at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass!
We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

World Day of Prayer for the
Sick event: Saturday, Feb 6

We're joining the Diocese of Oakland in
celebrating World Day of Prayer for the
Sick.

Watch the live-streamed Mass from the Cathedral of Christ the Light  at
10am on February 6, then come to our church-level parking lot afterward
for drive-through Anointing of the Sick from 12-1:00pm.

We're inviting all seniors, those seriously ill or anticipating surgery, and
all who suffer from illness to join in this Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick. Those receiving the Sacrament will remain in their cars; please have
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everyone inside the car wear a mask covering their nose and mouth.

Hygiene kits for the homeless
assembled by Social Justice for

the Order of Malta

Thank you to Social Justice for assembling
over 100 hygiene kits this past week for the
homeless. These zip-top bags include such
necessities as warm socks, toothbrushes
and toothpaste, hand sanitizer, face masks,
combs, and more.

This project was done in coordination with
the Order of Malta, for whom Father George
is a chaplain!

Get ready for our
Lenten Virtual

Retreat!

Mark your calendars:
Tuesdays Feb 16 to Mar
30
7:15pm Social
7:30pm Start Time

Join us on Zoom on
Tuesday evenings for The Search, a 7-part series addressing life's great
questions from a Catholic perspective. We'll gather to watch a video,
break out for small group discussion, and share our stories.

Stay tuned for more details - and in the meantime, watch the trailer here!

Ash Wednesday is February 17 - mark your calendars!

Social Justice Lenten Service
Project

Lent is around the corner with Ash
Wednesday on February 17. Have you
thought about what faith-building lenten
activities you would like to do? Making
lunches for seniors at the Friendly Manor
or volunteering at our monthly food drives
are a couple of ideas.

The Social Justice Team needs two more

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOwZFL5Wpj8


people to make 5 lunches for Friendly
Manor on Friday, February 19th. Drop off
time is from 11-11:30 am at the church
level parking area. This is a perfect Lenten
service project!

You can also sign up to bring 5 lunches on
these future dates:
Friday, March 5
Friday, March 19
Friday, April 2 (Good Friday)

Drive-thru Food Collections - Join us on
these dates and help unload/load bags of
groceries before and after each mass:
Sunday, February 28
Sunday, March 28

If you can help out or if you have more questions, contact Janet Riley or
Gail Gabriel!

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-
time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, Feb 7
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Dick Cummings (D)

Due to restrictions imposed by the County and State officials related to
the COVID-19 virus, public Masses celebrated in the church are
forbidden. However, "private" Masses continue to be said both in the
convent and in the church. The following is a list of Masses recently
celebrated for the following intentions:

mailto:bjriley@pacbell.net
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http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Special Intention
Joseph Nguyen Pham (D)
Louise Govednik Rogina (D)
Louise Govednik Rogina (D)
Holy Souls in Purgatory

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of praying for your intentions or for the souls of
our deceased loved ones. To request a Mass Intention, please contact Mirna in the

Parish Office.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@smparish.org

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
dcn.rey@smparish.org x310

Deacon Louie Hotop, SJ
x301

Deacon James Pearce
dcnpearce@smparish.org x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mirnawong@smparish.org x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@smparish.org

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
srmmphan@smparish.org x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
megan@smparish.org x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
sistermn@smparish.org x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Kathie Brady, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace
Parent DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Al Ferreira,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Noreen Gillham,
Jennifer Gray, Florentino Ibabao, Brian
Kelly, Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Michael
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Judy Lazarus,
Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee,
Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Scott Treter, Jean Wells, Faye
Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office at
925-254-2426 or at
megan@smparish.org.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

