
Miracles great and
small

Easter isn't the only
amazing thing around here

Pictured: An example of the sort of everyday

miracle Claire was talking about.

Easter Sunday
April 4, 2021

"Sometimes, I pray and I say, 'God, may I have a miracle?' and I feel Him
respond, 'Yes, I give you miracles every day.' And it's true."
~Claire Wood, Confirmation 2

This response to a prompt asking where we've seen God recently really
struck a chord with me as we enter this Easter season, the season
celebrating what is arguably the greatest miracle of history - resurrexit,
sicut dixit, alleluia!

"Well, that's cool," we think, fanning ourselves with a worship aid in a hot
car during Parking Lot Mass. "Jesus rose from the dead. But why won't
he..." And here you can fill in the blank - "stop my husband from leaving
socks all over the house," "cure me of my propensity to binge-watch
Netflix," "make my son stop smoking," we say, only half joking in search
of miracles on our own terms.

And God smiles back, "I give you miracles every day."

When, out of the stark barrenness of the dry season, a winter rain brings
a sudden flush of bright green mosses and wild oat sprouts.

When, against all expectations, an estranged friend humbles themself and
reaches out to reconnect and kindle again the bond between you.

When a bone breaks, or skin is torn, and the body works day and night to
bring in fresh white cells to fight infection, red blood cells who generate
collagen for wounds and the callous for breaks, and soon enough have
formed a repair stronger than it was before the injury.

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://tinyurl.com/44ppdudn
https://vimeo.com/510932868
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give


When a sibling holds their new baby brother or sister for the first time,
and you see how the love of a family spills over and above the love that
created them.

When Love Himself entered into the messiness of human life not just to
live with us but also to die with us - and then to lift us out of death into
the joys of a family and kingdom where we are beloved beyond all telling.

When that same Love knew how easily we would forget this tale, and
provided a way for us to always remember, to always hold it close, to
make it a part of the cycle of our lives in the Eucharist.

"Yes, I give you miracles every day." And it's true.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 4, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot
12:00pm | Mass in the Parking Lot

Worship aid not available at the time of printing

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

Join us this Sunday in the Parking Lot at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass!
We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

COVID-19 Updates

Updates on moving back into
the church for Sunday Mass

Last week you may have read here in the
bulletin about how our Pastoral Team has
been working on creating clear and
objective criteria and procedures for making
the decision to return to the church for
Sunday Masses.

At this point it has been decided that we will at least remain
outdoors until sometime after Easter. After Contra Costa County

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live


has moved into the Moderate (orange) risk tier and we are
allowed 50% capacity in the church (~180 people), we will begin
a gradual process to move into the church.

To make the transition as smooth as possible, we will begin by moving
the 8:30am Mass indoors, and keep the 10:30am Mass in the Parking Lot.
At a later date (either when attendance deems it necessary or our fall
formation programs begin again, whichever is first) we will also add the
5:00pm Sunday Mass, either indoors or outdoors (yet to be determined).
A decision on the Saturday evening Mass will also be determined as we
move along in this process.

Again, this transition will not begin until sometime after Easter, and only
when the County has moved to the Moderate (orange) tier, and after the
logistical preparations have been made on our end (e.g., safety and
practical requirements).

So stay tuned and know that we are working on this issue and we will
keep you apprised as the situation develops. It continues to be a joy to
celebrate Mass each Sunday and we are grateful that we have the space,
outdoor facilities, and volunteers to do so.

Father George

Tell us - what did you
think of our Lenten

Virtual Retreat?

Click here to submit your
feedback!

We know that offering an online
retreat was a most unusual way
of offering some Lenten formation and reflection this year, so we want to
know - what did you think about it?

Let us know by answering this quick survey!

Service and Outreach

The Joy of Giving at Easter

Santa Maria made the Generosity Jackpot happen!

At the Palm Sunday Food Drive, parishioners
donated 100 bags of groceries, 30 pairs of socks, 27
bags of cleaning supplies, and $195 in cash.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9cfp6-z1lnqKOsx9MVfF5MVzGwXI0oJlspeDs_gqzGC7DoA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9cfp6-z1lnqKOsx9MVfF5MVzGwXI0oJlspeDs_gqzGC7DoA/viewform?usp=sf_link


Staff at Hope Solutions (formerly Contra Costa
Interfaith Housing) exclaimed, "I didn't know it
was going to be this much!"

As we delivered your donations, we felt such Easter
joy! Thank you to all of you for your generosity this
Easter season.

If you'd like to get involved, contact Janet Riley or
Gail Gabriel.

Parish Life

February Collection
Report

Our Finance Council has determined
our monthly goal for the Sunday
Plate. Here is our total for the month
of February:

Goal: $42,000
Total: $40,560.67

Surplus/Deficit: $1,439.33

We're updating our Pastoral
Team email addresses!

If you have sent any emails to our Pastoral
Team this past week, you may have
received an automated response
requesting that you update your address
book.

We're making the switch into the 21st
century with emails that match our website. About half of the team has
transitioned so far, and those changes are reflected on our website
directory as well as that at the bottom of the bulletin; the other half will
make the switch in the next week or two.

Our old "smparish" email addresses will become obsolete in June of this
year. Please make the appropriate changes to your address book
now!

Support the 2021
Annual Bishop's Appeal

mailto:bjriley@pacbell.net
mailto:Gail.gabriel@gmail.com


This year, it's more important
than ever to support the annual
Bishop's Appeal.

As Mark Roberts said last
weekend, what has been an
inconvenience and a strain for
most of us at Santa Maria has
been absolutely devastating and
even life-threatening for others in our Diocese.

Click here for more information on the Bishop's Appeal , and be prepared
for the Bishop's Appeal collection on Sunday, March 21!

Stop by or give us a call - we'd
love to see you!

Parish Office is open 10am-noon
Monday-Friday

If you'd like a Mass Intention, have a
question about your year-end statement,
want to chat with your favorite Pastoral
Team member, or just plain miss us - we miss you too!

The Parish Office is open for two hours, 10am-noon, Monday through
Friday. Between these hours the phones will be answered and the door is
open.

For your safety and that of our Pastoral Team, only one visitor is allowed
in the office at a time; masks covering the nose and mouth are required;
and hand sanitizer is available for your convenience.

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-
time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal
http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Mass Intentions

Sunday, April 4
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Dick Cummings (D)
12:00pm: Dong Phan (D)

Monday, April 5
8:30am: Kenneth Berg (D)

Wednesday, April 7
8:30am: Father J.R. Lucey, SJ (D)

Friday, Apr 9
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of praying for your intentions or for the souls of
our deceased loved ones. To request a Mass Intention, please contact Mirna in the

Parish Office by email or at 925-254-2426

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
dcn.rey@smparish.org x310

Deacon Louie Hotop, SJ
x301

Deacon James Pearce
dcnpearce@smparish.org x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@smparish.org

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
srmmphan@smparish.org x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Maureen
McGuire Balogh, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Kathie Brady, Miguel Briseno, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace Parent
DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora
Enriquez, Al Ferreira, Emidio Fonseca,
Liam Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget
Gallagher, Noreen Gillham, Jennifer
Gray, Florentino Ibabao, Brian Kelly,
Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Michael Kelly,
Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Judy Lazarus,
Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee,
Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Scott Treter, Jean Wells, Faye
Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office at
925-254-2426 or at
megan@smparish.org.

mailto:mirnawong@smparish.org


Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

