
CAN you do anything you put
your mind to?

The exceptions, the rule - and the
real life lesson

Pictured: My elementary school P.E. teacher, Miss Pam, in one of

her signature tie-dyed dresses and fleece pullovers - plus of course

her faithful (and very student-friendly) dog Buck

6th Sunday of Easter
May 9, 2021

Yesterday while I was on my run, I took a turn through the park and saw
a young soccer team trotting around the field. It immediately brought me
back to elementary school P.E. class, where every Tuesday and Thursday
Miss Pam would have us run the Turkey Trot - probably about 1/3 mi
around the perimeter of the school fields.

Now, most of us hated the Turkey Trot and couldn't wait to get to the fun
stuff - choosing a carpet square to sit and stretch on, singing the bones
song, or playing whatever sport we were doing that season (pillow polo
and the high jump were some of my favorites).

I'm pretty sure Miss Pam knew that we dreaded the Turkey Trot. She
could often be heard yelling on her bullhorn, "RUN!" I specifically recall
one unique time after our mediocre jog slog when she sat us down on our
little carpet squares and asked us, "Do you know how much I wish I could
get out there and run with you guys?"

This was particularly striking because Miss Pam, our Physical Education
teacher, was wheelchair bound. She'd been in a car accident while
training for the Olympics before she'd become our teacher, and had lost
the use of her legs.

For us kids, this wasn't necessarily amazing, inspiring, or surprising - it
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was just the way it was. Why wouldn't our PE teacher be in a wheelchair?
For the adults, it was a little different - and so Miss Pam became to
some parents the ultimate example of "you can do anything you
put your mind to."

I'm actually not a huge fan of that particular worldview, and think Miss
Pam was definitely the exception rather than the rule. Not everyone who
sets out thinking the whole world is their oyster (to become a star
athlete, earn a spot in a great dance troupe, travel the world as an
inspirational speaker, become famous, whatever) will be able to do it.
Realistically (and I realize this is not a popular statement), you
cannot actually do anything you put your mind to - e.g., Mother
Teresa was never going to become a starter in the NBA, no matter how
dedicated she was.

Mother Teresa was, however, an awe-inspiring humanitarian, world
shaker, and servant who has literally become a canonized saint.

I think for both Miss Pam and Mother Teresa, the reality was that they
found their niche - they found exactly where God called them to be, doing
exactly what they were supposed to be doing, in order to make the
greatest impact on the world. That should really be the message shared -
not "you can do anything you want," but rather, "when you do what you
are called to do, you will make the whole world shine brighter with God's
light for having done it."

And that light will inspire others to go and do great things in their turn -
maybe even like finishing the Turkey Trot.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

6th Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 9, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot

Click here to open the printable Worship Aid

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

Join us this Sunday in the Parking Lot at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass!
We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

COVID-19 Updates
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We're preparing for the first
indoor Sunday Mass at

8:30am on May 30!

As you may have read in the past few
weeks of the bulletin, we will begin our
gradual transition to indoor Sunday
Masses with the 8:30am Mass starting
Sunday, May 30.

Although we are no longer legally limited by building capacity limits, we
will still be maintaining 6' of social distancing between household groups.
In order to most easily manage this, we will be asking people to
register people for Indoor Sunday Masses as we transition. At this
point, we don't know if this will be a temporary measure until we all learn
how indoor Mass goes, or if it will continue to be a useful necessity.

We will be using Eventbrite, a free online service for everyone involved!
Keep an eye out for signups as we get closer to the 30th.

Service & Outreach

Way to respond, Santa
Maria!

Last week we shared that the most
recent Diocesan report showed Santa
Maria at 37% of our Bishop's Appeal
goal and asked you to consider making
a contribution.

This week, we've almost doubled
that number and are now at 68.81% of goal, thanks to your
generous donations and pledges to the Bishop's Appeal! Way to go - let's
keep it up and make it over 100%!

Please make checks out to Bishop's Appeal; contributions may be
dropped in the Sunday Collection or mailed to the Parish Office.

Santa Maria Spring Clean-
Up Day: Saturday, May 15

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We can hardly believe that last year
at about this time, we started
cleaning the church grounds - and



so many of you helped fill up
hundreds of gardening bags that
were finally taken away!

Well, here we are again asking for
help to weed, trim, and mulch. We
will feed you before you start and
after you finish!

Saturday, May 15
8:30-9am - Light Breakfast
9am-Noon - Work Party
Noon - Sandwiches and Beverages

We need at least 10-15 volunteers for our cleanup efforts - we've
got food volunteers but need workers!

Plan to wear a mask and provide gardening equipment and gloves. We
will definitely need shovels, brooms, a blower or two, clippers, etc.

This is a great way to meet new people and be a part of sprucing up our
church property! Youth Ministry members also welcome!

Email Gail Gabriel to sign up so we know how much food we need for the
crew, and whether or not you can help with the food!

Food for Thought

Whose Approval Are We
Seeking? How Staying True
to Myself Brought me Closer

to God

Our Youth Minister Megan
Arteaga was recently published
on Busted Halo! Read on:

I’ve never really been one to put much stock into what the proverbial
crowd thinks or does. When it seemed that my entire elementary school
played for the local soccer club, instead, I was the ultimate band geek.
My Halloween costumes were never bought, but always designed and
sewn at home with my mom. In fact, I once got dumped in high school
for being “too weird” after I brought my tackle box and fishing rod to
school with plans to go after class — but the hardest thing for me was
trying to understand why he thought being weird was a negative. Clearly,
I’ve never... click here to read more
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Parish Life

March Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined
our monthly goal for the Sunday
Plate. Here is our total for the month
of March:

Goal: $42,000
Total: $38,205.66
Deficit: $3,794.34

We're updating our Pastoral
Team email addresses!

It's time to update your address book!

We're making the switch into the 21st
century with emails that match our
website. Our old "smparish" email
addresses will become obsolete in June of
this year. Please make the appropriate
changes to your address book now! Our new addresses can be
found at the Staff page of the Parish Website.

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-
time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions Bulletin Sponsors
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Sunday, May 9
8:30am: Vinh Thua (D)
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, May 10
8:30am: John Plut Govednik (D)

Wednesday, May 12
8:30am: Marilyn Berg (D)

Friday, May 14
8:30am: Joseph Plut Govednik (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon Louie Hotop, SJ
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Maureen
McGuire Balogh, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Kathie Brady, Miguel Briseno, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace Parent
DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora
Enriquez, Al Ferreira, Emidio Fonseca,
Liam Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget
Gallagher, Noreen Gillham, Jennifer
Gray, Florentino Ibabao, Brian Kelly,
Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Michael Kelly,
Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Judy Lazarus,
Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee,
Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Mary
Sheehy, Patrick Sheehy, Scott Treter,
Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office at
925-254-2426 or at
megan@smparish.org.
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marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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