
Don't stop and smell
the roses - or should
you?

Taking a break is not quitting

Pictured: Around the corner from my house is a

front yard lined in rose bushes that bloom twice a

year

Pentecost Sunday
May 23, 2021

I have decided that May is a terrible time for me to get my exercise in.

It's so beautifully wonderful outside, so it's not that I'm unmotivated; the
problem actually lies in all the flowers - especially the roses. If I go for a
run through the neighborhood, I'm compelled to stop and smell almost
every single one!

I know that sounds super cliché but it's true. And that got me thinking -
not all breaks are bad breaks!

Sometimes when we're thinking hard about a problem we can't solve, we
need a brain break to let our subconscious step in and tease out a
solution. For me, running, gardening, and sewing are great brain breaks.

Sometimes when we've been pushing ourselves to do something, we
need a break to step back and look at the progress we've made. Whether
it's an exercise goal, a work project, a lifestyle change, or some other
kind of project, a break can often give us perspective and motivation.

Sometimes when we've been plodding along and start thinking life is less
like an adventure and more like a hamster wheel, we need a break to
step away and re-evaluate our priorities. This calls for more than just a
vacation - retreats are really helpful for me. The nearby San Damiano,
the Jesuit retreat center in Los Altos , and even the Trappists at New
Clairveaux offer retreats for a donation less than the cost of a nice family
meal out!

You may find it funny that I'm talking about taking a break on Pentecost -
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the day the Church burst forth into extraordinarily active mission - but I
think it's quite appropriate! After all, the Holy Spirit who inspired the
apostles to go out and spread the Good News is the same Holy
Spirit who calls us to slow down in our busy lives and listen for
the wisdom of God. It doesn't mean we're quitting, it just means we're
taking the essential time to really look at and evaluate what's going on,
and strengthens us for the time when we get back to it.

So take a break and smell the roses in your life - and if your roses aren't
looking too happy, I'd recommend that retreat with the Trappists first.
Those monks up a New Clairveaux aren't only masters of prayer; they've
got a few gardening tips up their sleeves as well.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza

Pentecost Sunday
Sunday, May 23, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot

Click here to open the printable Worship Aid

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

Join us this Sunday in the Parking Lot at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass!
We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

COVID-19 Updates

Join us NEXT SUNDAY for
8:30am Mass indoors!

Click here to register for the 8:30am
Sunday Mass on May 30

Please note - Mass registration
begins at 9am the Monday before the
Mass. If you click this link before that,
there will be an orange "Remind Me" button you can click to have an
automatic email reminder sent on Monday morning!

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://files.constantcontact.com/8e4ef72cff/a86f564c-d2ed-42fe-800d-f758c1b6def6.pdf
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Although we are no longer legally limited by building capacity limits, we
will still be maintaining 6' of social distancing between individuals and
household pods when we move inside. Masks are required during Mass.

Need some guidance? Click here to watch the VIDEO TUTORIAL on
registering!

Click here for our written procedure and TROUBLESHOOTING questions!

Register for Indoor
Mass

The missalettes have
arrived!

Those fun little missals that some
of us use during Mass are back -
just not in the church!

If you'd like to obtain your
own missalette, come by the
Parish office to pick up your
free copy!

Better yet, consider subscribing to Magnificat - "a spiritual guide to help
you develop your prayer life, grow in your spiritual life, find a way to a
more profound love for Christ, and participate in the holy Mass with
greater fervor"!

If you subscribe, you can go old school with a hard copy they'll mail you,
or be tech-friendly by accessing the content online. Click here for details!

Service & Outreach

Food and Diaper Drive: THIS
SUNDAY, May 23

Let's support mothers and families this
Mother's Day month!

On Sunday, May 23 from 8am-noon, in
addition to our monthly non-perishable
food drive for St. Cornelius Parish
(Richmond) families, we'll also be collecting diapers and wipes for
Birthright (Concord)!

https://youtu.be/M7wNyEzp1vw
https://santamariaorinda.com/covid-19-indoor-mass-procedures
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Click here for more information on the Food and Diaper Drive!

Did you know this is a great way to practice TWO of the Corporal Works
of Mercy? Click here to learn how!

Email Gail or Janet if you can help!

Can you make lunches?

Social justice is looking for more
parishioners to sign up to make just
3 lunches each for the women of
Friendly Manor, Oakland!

May 28: 2 volunteers needed
June 11: 3 volunteers needed
June 25: 2 volunteers needed

Lunches consist of a sandwich, chips, fruit, and a healthy snack.

Email Gail Gabriel to sign up!

Great job, clean-up crew!

A hearty thank-you is extended to
Judy Shallat, Colette White,
Brent Austin, Al Donner, Jack
Hallahan, and Gail Gabriel for the
trimming and mulching done last
Saturday on the church grounds! It
was a cold and windy day, but that
didn't stop these parishioners!

Equally important was the food
donated by Diana Mullen, Deacon Jim, and Rose Wilson (who also
coordinated the food effort). The drinks, fruit and BBQ pork sandwiches
were a hit!

Parish Life

Farewell to Deacon
(soon-to-be-Father)

Louie

We've been blessed by Deacon
Louie Hotop, SJ's presence and
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ministry here these last few
months - but the Lord is calling
him to new and greater things!

On June 12, Deacon Louie will
be ordained to the Order of the
Priesthood in New Orleans, LA.
(We will provide the link to the
livestream as that date gets closer,
for those of you who wish to
watch!) Following his ordination, he will be moving to Brownsville, TX for
ministry in a new Jesuit community on the border.

We look forward to welcoming him back, hopefully this fall, to celebrate
Mass with us - and as he said, all of us are welcome to stay in the guest
room in their new Brownsville community house!

Click here for a Coffee Talk about Deacon Louie's Brownsville assignment !

Regularly scheduled
Reconciliation is back!

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
is now celebrated every.
Saturday from 4:00-4:30pm on
the church plaza!

Please stop by to celebrate this
beautiful sacrament.

Masks covering the nose and mouth must be worn at all times; please
take care to maintain 6' of social distancing. We will remain outdoors on
the plaza until further notice.

Oh, no! The church has been
bugged!

We recently discovered that our church is
"bugged"! These bugs are beetles that eat
oak wood - and we have lots of oak in our
church!

The infestation is quite minor at this time,
and in a very limited 7-8 sq. ft. area. This
area will be fumigated with a 'tent' so that the fumigant will be totally
contained. We want to address this problem early so it doesn't become
more widespread.

The church will be closed from Wednesday, May 26 following the 8:30am
Mass through Saturday, May 29. The Friday morning. Mass will take place
outside in the St. Francis courtyard. Thank you for your understanding!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hg8wxedEXaM


Pictured: These oak beetles are usually discovered by very small piles of
sawdust on the floor, like in this stock photo.

April Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined
our monthly goal for the Sunday
Plate. Here is our total for the month
of April:

Goal: $42,000
Total: $32,018.67
Deficit: $9,981.33

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-
time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, May 23
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Roman Yriarte (D)

Monday, May 24
8:30am: Karl Rogina (D)

Wednesday, May 26
8:30am: Ana Plut (D)

Friday, May 28
8:30am: Anthony Liu (D)

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon Louie Hotop, SJ
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Kathie Brady, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace
Parent DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Al Ferreira,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Noreen Gillham,
Jennifer Gray, Florentino Ibabao, Brian
Kelly, Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Michael
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Judy Lazarus,
Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee,
Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Mary
Sheehy, Patrick Sheehy, Scott Treter,
Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office at
925-254-2426 or at
megan@smparish.org.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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