
Mending our souls and
our communities

Wounds and their subtle
collateral damage

Pictured: A mending request I saw on Nextdoor was

fixed in a pretty satisfying way, if I do say so

myself!

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
May 30, 2021

A couple weeks ago, I decided to take a whack at a mending job I saw on
Nextdoor. Someone had posted the photo on the left and said they
needed someone who could fix this sweater, and I - being pretty
confident in my mending skills - said I could fix it well enough that it
wouldn't get worse and would be wearable. I was granted the job.

So, one crochet hook, some knitting needles, and four hours later, I took
the very satisfying photo on the right of my completed mending job. If
you know where to look, you can tell it was mended, but it it no longer
looks like the losing participant in a dog fight.

I'm telling you about mending because Father George has started offering
regular Confessions on Saturday afternoons again - outdoors on the
church plaza from 4-4:30. This whole mending thing reminded me of
that.

When I mend a garment or afghan or something, it's impossible to make
it perfect and like new again. Even though the gaping hole will be fixed,
the surrounding area strengthened, and the item made usable again, it's
not the same as before. There will be differences in color, texture,
strength, and other qualities.

When we go to Confession, something similar happens. Although
celebrating this sacrament mends the wound of our guilt and grants us
pardon for our sin (i.e., fixes the gaping hole), there are still effects of
that sin outside ourselves. Our sin didn't happen in a vacuum between
just us and God. There are always victims of our sin, and their lives, too,
were damaged somehow. This is a beautiful part of Confession people
often forget - it also helps us reconcile with those our sin has affected. In
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other words, "Go; first be reconciled to your brother" (Mt 5:23-24).

Although we may celebrate this Sacrament and know all is right with the
Lord, this Sacrament isn't a time machine that will take us back to before
we committed the sin. Like that mended spot on the sweater, there will
be differences in our lives and relationships and interactions, and by the
grace of God these differences will be constant reminders to us which
further help strengthen our will and resolve to "go and sin no more."

And just like seamstresses have "seen it all," so too our priest confessors
have "heard it all." But this is where my analogy falls apart: even if some
mending jobs may be impossible, there is nothing that is impossible for
God to forgive, if only we ask.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
Sunday, May 30, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot

Click here to open the printable Worship Aid

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

Join us this Sunday in the Parking Lot at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass!
We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

COVID-19 Updates

Change of plans: BOTH
Masses are outdoors this

Sunday!

You may have read the email from earlier
this week regarding anticipated changes
in State and County COVID policy
beginning June 15, 2021.

As our unofficial County source said that Contra Costa will likely follow the
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State, these changes will greatly relax restrictions on social distancing and
gathering capacities. If this is true, this means we would not need things
like registration or blocked off pews, and celebrating Mass indoors would
be much simpler.

We will continue to celebrate both the 8:30am and 10:30am
Masses in the Parking Lot until at least June 20, when we will re-
evaluate the possibility of moving the 8:30am Mass indoors.

Thank you for your patience as we navigate through all these changes!

Service & Outreach

Thanks for your
support in the Food

Drive!

The Gael Pantry at SMC sent
us a nice thank-you after your
generous donations last week.
The text reads:

Dear Prof. Hirst & Parishioners
of Santa Maria Catholic
Church,
The GaelPantry Team and
Saint Mary's College would like
to thank you so much for your
generous donation. All of the
food that you donated will
greatly help all of our students
who benefit from using our
pantry!
Thank you so much!
The SMC GaelPantry Team

Email Gail or Janet if you can
help!

Can you make lunches?

Social Justice is looking for just
a few more parishioners to sign
up to make just 3 lunches each for
the women of Friendly Manor,
Oakland!

June 11: 2 volunteers needed
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June 25: 2 volunteers needed

Lunches consist of a sandwich, chips, fruit, and a healthy snack.

Email Gail Gabriel to sign up!

Great job, Santa Maria!

Thank you Dede Ramsey and George Fahd,
Theresa Gonzales, Jane Chartz, and Bill
Caldwell for your help in staffing our food
and diaper drive collection this past Sunday!

Many thanks to our wonderful parishioners for
their generous donations. We collected 41
bags of groceries for St. Cornelius, 28
boxes/individual packages of diapers, and
filled 3 grocery bags with wipes - as well as
collected $310 in checks and cash for
Birthright.

Sheri and her helpers from St. Cornelius were so appreciative of the
donations and were sorting them out while waiting for the families to
come and pick up the items they needed.

Bill delivered the diapers, wipes, and checks to Birthright with the entire
back portion and back seat of his SUV filled! Libby and Sandy were very
appreciative.

Our "village" is a generous one with both time, talent, and treasure.

Email Gail Gabriel to help with the next round!

Parish Life

Farewell to Deacon
(soon-to-be-Father)

Louie

We've been blessed by Deacon
Louie Hotop, SJ's presence and
ministry here these last few
months - but the Lord is calling
him to new and greater things!

On June 12, Deacon Louie will be ordained to the Order of the
Priesthood in New Orleans, LA. (We will provide the link to the
livestream as that date gets closer, for those of you who wish to watch!)
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Following his ordination, he will be moving to Brownsville, TX for ministry
in a new Jesuit community on the border.

We look forward to welcoming him back, hopefully this fall, to celebrate
Mass with us - and as he said, all of us are welcome to stay in the guest
room in their new Brownsville community house!

Click here for a Coffee Talk about Deacon Louie's Brownsville assignment !

Regularly scheduled
Reconciliation is back!

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
is now celebrated every.
Saturday from 4:00-4:30pm on
the church plaza!

Please stop by to celebrate this
beautiful sacrament.

Masks covering the nose and mouth must be worn at all times; please
take care to maintain 6' of social distancing. We will remain outdoors on
the plaza until further notice.

Oh, no! The church has been
bugged!

We recently discovered that our church is
"bugged"! These bugs are beetles that eat
oak wood - and we have lots of oak in our
church!

The infestation is quite minor at this time,
and in a very limited 7-8 sq. ft. area. This
area will be fumigated with a 'tent' so that the fumigant will be totally
contained. We want to address this problem early so it doesn't become
more widespread.

The church will be closed from Wednesday, May 26 following the 8:30am
Mass through Saturday, May 29. The Friday morning. Mass will take place
outside in the St. Francis courtyard. Thank you for your understanding!

Pictured: These oak beetles are usually discovered by very small piles of
sawdust on the floor, like in this stock photo.

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
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trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda
CA 94563), or make a one-time donation
using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to
make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, May 30
8:30am: Kenneth Berg (D)
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, May 31
8:30am: Ana Govednik Rogina (D)

Wednesday, May 26
8:30am: Intentions of the
McDonnell Family

Friday, May 28
8:30am: Tim Garbarino (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Kathie Brady, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace
Parent DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Al Ferreira,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Noreen Gillham,
Jennifer Gray, Florentino Ibabao, Brian
Kelly, Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Michael
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Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Judy Lazarus,
Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee,
Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Mary
Sheehy, Patrick Sheehy, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office at
925-254-2426 or at
megan@smparish.org.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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