
Planting seeds that
one day will grow (or
maybe not)

We plant seeds by sharing
things that are important to
us, but never know the
effect they have on our
listeners

Pictured: Barefoot hiking has become recognized

as a valid way of exploring the outdoors

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 20, 2021

I suspect many of you have a post-Mass Sunday ritual. For me, I eat a
quick lunch then hit the local trails - barefoot. To my fellow hikers and
trail runners, I'm a discalced dilemma. Almost every week, I get double-
takes and/or admiring comments in response to this strange anomaly to
their shoe-wearing norm, flying by on the trail.

They're not the only ones who don't understand my preference for
unshod adventures. Last week, one of my more tender-footed friends
finally asked me, "What is it that you actually LIKE about going barefoot?"

Well! It strengthens the muscles in my feet and improves my stride by
natural feedback; I like feeling all the different ground textures like silky
dust and soft leaf mould; I have more stability on slippery surfaces or on
scree, since my body can react more quickly to the input from the nerves
on my feet. Not to mention, each pound on your feet is like carrying 5
pounds on your back, so I am far more efficient without the weight of
shoes!

Anyway, despite my enthusiasm and litany of benefits, my dear friend
said that (alas) he remained "unpersuaded."

You may be wondering where I'm going with this one. Believe it or not, it
has to do with last week's Gospel about planting seeds ! Even though my
shoe-loyal friend wasn't convinced by my enthusiastic reasons for
going barefoot, he still listened to the answer I gave in response
to his genuine curiosity - in other words, the seeds were planted. I
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didn't brush him off and say, "Oh, going barefoot's not for everybody; I
just like it." I gave an honest answer.

How many of us do that in the rare instance someone asks about our faith
(rather than our shoe habits)? Do we give honest answers, or do we
chicken out and brush off the question because we're uncomfortable
"trying to convert someone"? I knew I wasn't actually going to convince
my friend to go shoeless, but I was glad to share my own experience and
knowledge enthusiastically. Who knows, maybe one day he'll even get the
mail barefoot because he'll remember that conversation we had.

So how do we plant seeds for our faith? It's not every day someone asks
us why we're Catholic, or why we keep going to church, or why we're
taking our kids to Faith Formation instead of lacrosse practice, or what
have you. Nevertheless, there are always opportunities!

I was out for coffee with another Youth Minister last week, and he was
asking if they had any gluten-free treats. He jokingly explained, "I wasn't
always gluten-free, but it was like one day God looked down on me and
thought, 'You can handle another cross, buddy; here you go! No more
gluten for you!'" It was a goofy line, but who knows what that
simple mention of the Lord and his Holy Cross would do in the
mind of that barista? It might grow into a curiosity to Google the cross,
or to ask a Christian friend about their faith, or to download a Bible app
and see what this crazy gluten-free guy could have possibly meant by
that comment. I consider that a seed tossed out as well!

Another example: one of the Sisters who used to work here told me that
when she'd go for runs on the Canal Trail, she'd always wave to people
and say, "God bless your day!" Not, "Have a good day," or "How do you
do," but "God bless your day" - because, as she put it, it doesn't hurt
anyone, and who knows who needs to hear that?

Look out for opportunities to plant seeds this week! Even if you think
everyone will remain "unpersuaded" by what you have to say, you never
know which seeds will sprout into a fruitful vine.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, June 20, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot

Click here to open or print the Worship Aid

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://files.constantcontact.com/8e4ef72cff/5f3d518e-8a2d-4ef5-9c6d-0b9fa88b016f.pdf?rdr=true


Join us this Sunday in the Parking Lot at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass!
We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

COVID-19 Updates

We've got a date! (To
start moving back

inside, that is!)

Last week, we wrote about
anticipated changes to come June
15 to the State of California and
Contra Costa County's COVID-19
restrictions and policies.

Once we learned that was indeed
the case, we were able to make concrete plans for our Sunday Masses!

The 8:30am Sunday Mass will move back into the church starting
the first Sunday of July (July 4). No more social distancing is required,
so all pews will be available to the congregation. Masks are only required
for those who have not yet been fully vaccinated - with the exception of
the priest and Ministers of Communion, who will continue to wear a mask
during the distribution of Communion as required by the Diocese,
regardless of their vaccination status.

The 10:30am Mass will remain outside at least through the month of July
and into August. No masks need be worn by anyone except Eucharistic
Ministers for the distribution of Holy Communion.

The 5pm Sunday Mass will start again on the first Sunday of October,
when our Fall formation programs kick off.

We are looking forward to starting this transition with you!

For more details on the Diocesan worship guidelines, please click here.

Food for Thought

Grace in the Dark:
COVID-Era Quality

Time with the Blessed

https://oakdiocese.org/documents/2021/6/June 15 2021 Covid-19 Update.pdf


Sacrament

I’ve never been one to go to
an empty Catholic church on
anything even close to a
regular basis and pray silently
before the Blessed
Sacrament. My mind races too
much; my body is
uncomfortable being in an
extended state of physical
inactivity that isn’t anchored to my concentration on some tangible task.

So, I was not one to avail myself of the benefits of living within walking
distance of a parish where anyone can pray before Christ’s Real Presence
at any time day or night.

Until last year, that is. Click here to read more!

Parish Life

Congratulations,
Father Louie!

With great joy and gratitude to
God, we are happy to
announce that Deacon - er,
FATHER - Louie was ordained
last Saturday in a beautiful
Mass in New Orleans! Our own
parishioners, Bob Semar and
Bobbie Richards, were able
to be there in person
(pictured).

If you missed the Mass but still want to watch, no problem! Just click this
link: bit.ly/UCSOrdinations2021

Plan ahead for the 4th of July

This year, the 4th of July falls on a Sunday
and is observed as a holiday on Monday, July
5. However, our Sunday Masses will still be
observed on Sunday at the usual times of
8:30am and 10:30am!

Please note that your usual driving route to church might be altered due
to the Orinda July 4th celebrations, which begin at 9am on Sunday.
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Do you need prayers? Or would
you like to pray for others?

The Prayer Network is a small group of
people who pray daily for the special and
most urgent needs of others.

If you or anyone you know is in need of
special prayer, please contact Margaret
Govednik at 925-254-1934 or by email. Your
prayer request will be included in our daily
devotions! All prayer requests are
confidential within the Prayer Network.

May Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined our
monthly goal for the Sunday Plate. Here is
our total for the month of May:

Goal: $42,000
Total: $45,243.67
Surplus: $3,243.67

Final call for brick dedications

We finally have enough requests for brick
dedications to send for the engraver to come
to Santa Maria!

If you would like to dedicate a brick on the
Hall Plaza to your family, a deceased loved
one, or anyone else, please contact Mirna in
the Parish Office who will send you the engraving form. Bricks are $385
each.

Please contact Mirna before noon TODAY, Friday, June 18 if you
would like a brick!

We're getting there, Santa
Maria!

Thanks to your generous donations, we are
now at 75.15% of our 2021 Bishop's Appeal
goal! Let's make it at least 100%!

We are grateful for the 49 donors who have
supported this Appeal. If you haven't yet done so, we encourage you to
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make a gift - no matter how large or small - to support this campaign. It
offsets many of our church's services and missions to our parishes and
our Diocese as a whole!

Checks can be made out to Bishop's Appeal, or you can click here to give
safely and securely online and make sure you designate Santa Maria as
your parish!

Regularly scheduled
Reconciliation is back!

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
is now celebrated every.
Saturday from 4:00-4:30pm on
the church plaza!

Please stop by to celebrate this
beautiful sacrament.

Masks covering the nose and mouth must be worn at all times; please
take care to maintain 6' of social distancing. We will remain outdoors on
the plaza until further notice.

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-
time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, June 20
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Henry Wianecki (D)

Monday, June 21

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:
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8:30am: Carol D'Lima (D)

Wednesday, June 23
8:30am: Holy Souls in Purgatory

Friday, June 18
8:30am: Robert Britto (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Kathie Brady, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace
Parent DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Alfred Ferreira,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Noreen Gillham, Jennifer Gray, Judy
Gust, Florentino Ibabao, Brian Kelly,
Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Michael Kelly,
Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Judy Lazarus,
Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee,
Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Mary
Sheehy, Patrick Sheehy, Usrula
Simmons, Scott Treter, Steve Turner,
Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office at
925-254-2426 or at
megan@smparish.org.
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Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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