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The slippery slope of car
cleanliness

How starting something simple
turned out to be a long-term
improvement project

Pictured: Someone like me wipes down their car

steering wheel with a microfiber cloth

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 8, 2021

Some of you know that a couple weeks ago, my car went into the shop
for a new transmission. The dealership graciously gave me a courtesy car,
and while I have to admit the self-driving features of the 2021 model
were lovely, they were just icing on the cake compared to driving a shiny,
clean, good-smelling car around for a week.

You see, my car thinks it's a tractor. It's hauled fence boards, landscape
timbers, and and all kinds of lumber. I've loaded in sand and soil,
concrete, rocks, wine barrels, and three different types of manure (for the
compost, obviously). One memorable afternoon I even fit a bale of hay
from the feed store into it.

As you can imagine, driving my car was a unique experience - with lots of
dust, some curious smells, and even leftover hay and straw flying around
when I opened the windows.

So when I returned the loaner and got my car back, I realized how good
I'd had it with the loaner car - and decided to finally clean mine out.

Out went all the detritus of outdoor life and ministry; in went the vacuum
and brushes to get the sand and hay out. I beat the floor mats, wiped
down the vinyl and rubber surfaces, and even cleaned out the cupholders
and door handles. Much better, I thought.

...Until the next morning, when I realized that although the inside looked
(and smelled) great, the outside was, by contrast, terrible. So that
evening, I washed my car, hosing it down sparingly and soaping it up
liberally. I even waxed it and cleaned the wheels. There we go, I thought.
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...Until the next morning, when I realized that the clean insides and
outsides made the dirty liminal spaces stick out, so I cleaned out the door
frames, the hatch frames, and all the glass of the windows and mirrors.

But the next morning the rubber seals looked awful... and then I saw the
plastic had oxidized and needed restoration... Anyway, you get the
picture. This went on with me cleaning or restoring something else on my
car every evening for a full week, until I realized I was out of projects
(and products) to do any more good - for a while, anyway.

This process reminded me of Confession in a very real way, on multiple
levels. On the first level, I've found that often I don't truly see how bad
things have gotten in my spiritual life until I face someone who's on the
right track with the Lord. Then I realize, "Oh man, I could be better, and
no wonder - I haven't been to Confession in a couple months," so I go
and get pointed back in the right direction. Then, once I've gotten that
delayed "big confession" out of the way, I realize other things that still
need tuning up - so I'll go again in a couple weeks. And then a couple
weeks after that, because I'm noticing more things. The more often I go,
the more clearly I can see what needs tweaking in my life to get me back
on the right track.

The other parallel is that we don't see well in the dark. Every time I
cleaned my car, it was in the evening (when it was cool), so I'd finish
after twilight, basically in the dark. In the morning - in the light - I'd see
more that needed to be done.

The same is true for the metaphorical dark! If we're not enlightened as to
who Jesus is, how Scripture calls us to live, what are the Beatitudes, how
to live the Works of Mercy, and all of that, we're not even going to know
if it's bad in the first place! We need the morning light to gently show us
what else can be improved - and did you know, another name for Jesus is
the Bright and Morning Star?

Now, don't think you need to know all those things BEFORE you go to
Confession - remember the backpacking article from a few weeks ago?
Don't wait; just jump in! Take a look at your life in the light of the Bright
and Morning Star, and wander over to the church plaza at 4pm on a
Saturday. You might not need a new transmission, but I guarantee that
you'll appreciate a little tune-up and detailing.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza
Reconciliation also available by appointment

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time



Sunday, August 8, 2021
8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)

10:30am | Mass in the Parking Lot
Click here to open or print the Worship Aid

Turn on your car's Accessory Mode and tune in at 87.9 KGOD!

Join us this Sunday in the Church at 8:30am or in the Parking Lot at
10:30am for Mass! We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

If you join us for the 8:30am Indoor Mass, please note: No more social
distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the congregation.
Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for all while
indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

COVID-19 Worship Updates

Mask mandate for Contra Costa

As of August 3, 2021, Contra Costa County has
reinstated the mandate to wear masks
while indoors.

To meet the requirements of the County,
masks covering the nose and mouth are now
required while inside at Santa Maria - including
during Mass - regardless of your vaccination
status.

Thank you for your cooperation and graciousness in helping keep our
parishioners and Pastoral Team as safe as possible during this pandemic!

Return to Mass - a
message from Bishop

Barber

There's a difference between
doing things remotely and doing
them in person - Bishop Barber eloquently explains the beauty of
participating in Mass once again with your parish community, and
receiving the Lord in the Eucharist. Click here to watch!

Plans to move the
10:30am Mass indoors
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on August 15 still in
place

We are still planning on moving
the 10:30am Sunday Mass
indoors on August 15 - however,
these plans are, as always,
subject to County regulations and
restrictions.

Please continue to keep an eye out for updates in your email and on our
parish website!

Thanks for your thoughts
on the Livestream - would
anyone else care to share?

Thank you so much to those of you
who submitted such thoughtful
responses to our questions about
whether or not to continue the
livestream when we move back into
the church full time.

It's not too late to send us your thoughts, if you missed the survey last
week! Click here to share your thoughts!

Service and Outreach

Liturgical Ministers -
mark your calendars

for a Morning of
Renewal!

We are happy to announce that
the Franciscan Friars of the
Renewal will be leading a
Morning of Renewal for all
Liturgical Ministers!

Save the date: Saturday, August 28 from 9am to noon

More details will follow as they become available!

Volunteer from the
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convenience of your
own home!

Become a remote tutor to
children in foster care and help
support foster and adoptive
families!

We're gearing up for fall classes
and the start of the school year, and "The Village Tutors" is gearing up for
the fall by recruiting and training tutors now to be ready to help once
school begins.

Can you give one hour a week putting your math, science, grammar, and
other subject skills to use? Sign up now!

Contact Maggie Reeves by email or by calling 925-212-8848.

Food for Thought

Social Friendship - The
Pope Video

“The Bible says that whoever
finds a friend has found a
treasure.

"I would like to invite everyone
to go beyond their groups of
friends and build social
friendship, which is so necessary for living together well."

So speaks Pope Francis in this edition of The Pope Video. Click the image
to watch his brief message to the people!

For more information on the Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network
(Apostleship of Prayer), click here!

Parish Life

Faith-filled adults
needed on August 15!

On Sunday, August 15, we'll
be having a Day Retreat for
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the teens receiving the
Sacrament of Confirmation in
September!

Are you willing to share a day
journeying with them?

No experience is necessary -
just an open heart, a love for
discovery, and a passion for
the younger Church!

Email Megan if you're
interested, or if you know
someone who might want to participate!

Many blessings to
parishioner Gunnar

Davison - now Brother
Joshua Mary!

On July 21, 2021, Gunnar
Davison - whose home parish
is Santa Maria! - received the
habit of the Franciscan Friars
of the Renewal in the Bronx,
New York!

He will now be known as
Brother Joshua Mary.
Brother Joshua Mary is
pictured here in the front row,
far right, with his fellow new
Brothers.

The CFR Franciscans serve the poor and preach the Gospel not just in the
Bronx, but also in the Diocese of Oakland from San Junipero Serra Friary
in East Oakland. You know two of their number, Fr. Daniel and Fr. Luke,
who both celebrate Mass with us regularly!

Editor's note: Did you notice the profusion of beards on these young
men? Ask Fr. Luke or Fr. Daniel about it next time you see them!

Memorial Mass for Fr. Ray Zielezinski

Fr. Ray Zielezinski passed away in September of 2020 in Florida a couple
years after retiring.

Fr. Ray was with us for a few years in 2004 and 2005, and was very
involved in our parish Liturgy Team. A Memorial Mass for Fr. Ray will be
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celebrated on September 1, 2021 at 11am at St. Joan of Arc Church in
San Ramon, CA. An outdoor reception will follow the Mass on the church
grounds.

Are you ready for the next step
in your Catholic journey?

Have you been worshipping with us, but
never officially took the steps to become
Catholic? Or have you been a Catholic all
your life, but never celebrated all the
Sacraments of Initiation - Baptism,
Confirmation, and Eucharist?

Have you joined us from a different faith
background and would now like to find out
more about the Catholic Church?

If any of these questions apply to you - or if you know of anyone who
could answer YES - we would love to walk with you on your journey!

For more information or to inquire, please contact Tony Millette by email
or phone at 925-254-2426 x303

Program
registration is

open!

Attention, families with
kids in grades K-12 -
registration is open!

We have Monday Faith
Formation classes for students in grades K-5, which also includes
preparation for Reconciliation and Eucharist in 1st and 2nd grade!

There's the ever-popular Youth Group for 6th-8th grade Middle
Schoolers on Wednesday nights, too!

High Schoolers have the Confirmation Program and Faith In Action
Team leadership, and some of them have been asking for a High School
Youth Group - is this the year? You all decide if you want to make it
happen and how!

Click here to register!

If you have questions on these programs before registration opens, please
visit the Faith Formation page of our website  for K-5th grade, or the
MSYG or Teen Confirmation pages for 6th-12th grade.
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How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Parking Lot Masses, mail a check to
the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-
time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, August 8
8:30am: David Pemberton (D)
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, August 9
8:30am: Robert Britto (D)

Wednesday, August 11
8:30am: Rose Rogina (D)

Friday, August 13
8:30am: Carol D'Lima (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Kathie Brady, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace
Parent DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Alfred Ferreira,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9
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Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Noreen Gillham, Jennifer Gray, Judy
Gust, Florentino Ibabao, Brian Kelly,
Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary
McPhee, Jim M., Robert Nick, Arsi
Orihuella, Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
https://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

