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How to grow (like)
an oak tree

On the mighty oaks of
justice and what they offer
our lives

Pictured: An acorn has sprouted into a

very young oak sapling

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 12, 2021

One time, when I was a kid, I found a very small oak sapling (like the one
pictured above) in my backyard. I very carefully dug it out and popped it
in a very thoughtful location - right next to our playset. With my little
trowel, I transplanted it, carefully and gently hilling it up with playground
bark and dumping a bucket of water on it. My head was filled with dreams
of a large and sturdy oak shading our playset, and my surprised parents
asking, "How in the world did such a large and sturdy oak come to grow
in such a perfect location as to shade the playset?" to which I could
proudly reply, "Ah, I planted it! It is my oak!"

Of course, I didn't realize that my eagle-eyed gardening parents would
notice a conspicuously hilled-up mound of wet playground bark and ask
my brother and I which of us had planted the acorn. (To my parents
credit, I'm pretty sure they took us to the nursery right after so we could
get an actual plant to care for in a more practical location with a greater
chance of survival.)

Every time I go over Isaiah 61 with the Confirmation teens and he says
we'll be "oaks of justice," I remember my little acorn. What sticks out the
most to me now, as I'm a little older, is how S-L-O-W-L-Y oak trees grow.
After all, if they can live to be over 1,000 years old, why rush the
process? They take their time developing their taproot and branches, and
don't produce any acorns (seeds) until they're at least 20-30 years old.
They're classified as a 'notable oak' at around 150 years, and 'ancient'
after 300 - after which they can still live hundreds more years.

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/61
https://www.firstthings.com/article/2021/08/the-godliness-of-gaming
https://santamariaorinda.com/music-ministry
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
https://kbmhawaii.com
mailto:monique.mccool@compass.com


It makes Isaiah's comparison a little curious. Wouldn't it be better to be
"bananas of justice" that sprout out new growth all the time, rushing for
the skies and producing fruit quickly? Or why not "palm trees of justice"
with strong, sturdy trunks and almost miraculously useful value between
their fruit, leaflets, shade, sap, and timber? Why an oak - notoriously slow
to grow and even slower to produce fruit?

After some reflection, I rather like Isaiah's choice - it teaches us some
qualities to strive for, and some truths about our faith lives.

Oak trees are large and sturdy. It takes them awhile to get there, but
once they do, they have beautifully canopied branches, dense, hard
timber, and the ability to provide a habitat and food for many other
species. Our faith, too, takes time to develop, test, and build upon, but
that time results in sturdy growth and a solid foundation, and can feed
others as well.

Oak trees are long-lived. Because of their famously long lifespans, they're
revered the world over as symbols of wisdom, strength, and endurance.
They fight off insect invasions, drought, flooding, disease, and more. Our
faith, too, is tested throughout our life and each test brings us more of
those same qualities of wisdom, strength, and endurance.

Oak trees have strong roots. These roots anchor the trees, find them
sustenance, help them communicate with other oaks, and in some
instances, even graft themselves to other oak trees' roots to share
nutrients and energy. Having this same kind of rootedness and
connectedness in our faith lives would be amazing.

So even if my mighty oak may have been ill-conceived, Isaiah's certainly
wasn't. Go plant a tree today - of faith and of forest.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza
Reconciliation also available by appointment

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, September 12, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church

Join us this Sunday in the Church at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass! We
are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live


If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

Service and Outreach

Next Drive-Thru Food
Collection: September 26

In the spirit of giving, we ask that
you bring bags of groceries to our
next food drive on Sunday,
September 26 from 8am to
10:30am.

This month we will be supporting
the St. Cornelius parish in
Richmond. You'll see parishioners
on the lower parking lot collecting
your food donations.

Click here for a list of suggested groceries!

Can you help be part of the collection team or a food driver? Away on the
26th and want to drop your groceries off early? Email Gail Gabriel or
Janet Riley!

Do you have 2-3 hours a week to be homework
helper for a Kinder through 5th Grader??

The Garden Park Apartments (The Hope Solutions residence in Pleasant
Hill https://www.hopesolutions.org/) is in need of a few more
compassionate and patient individuals to provide homework support and
mentoring to the children in their program. High school volunteers
encouraged as well (sophomore year or older.)

Homework Club is open every afternoon, volunteers are asked to commit
to one afternoon per week. Typical homework club runs from 3pm-5pm;
except on Wednesdays the K-5th graders have early release and
homework club begins at 1:30pm. Homework club takes place in the
community center of the residence.

If you have any questions, please contact parishioner Theresa Gonzales at
(925)984-7009; a current Garden Park homework club volunteer.

Pray for the Maqsoodi
Family

https://santamariaorinda.com/social-justice-announcements
mailto:gailgabriel@gmail.com
mailto:bjriley@pacbell.net
https://www.hopesolutions.org/


An update from Social Justice

The Social Justice team is asking for
your prayers for the Maqsoodi family.
Our parish co-sponsored this ten-
person family from Afghanistan in
2017. The family received green cards
upon arrival, given their work for the
U.S. government. They have been
living in Fremont for the past several
years and have been doing very well at
work and school.

Earlier this summer Khalid, the oldest
son, got married in Kabul, and the
entire family attended the wedding.
While Mohammad, the father, and
Asma and Tuba (two of the daughters)
came back to their Fremont home, the
rest of the family stayed to spend more time with their family members
who still live in Afghanistan. 

The other six Maqsoodi children and Zarmena, their mother, are still there
and will be returning home on a commercial airline, according to
Mohammad. However, he doesn't know when. Please join us in praying
for their safety and the safety of those still there following the recent
August 31st deadline.

Food for Thought

The Godliness of Gaming
A First Things article by Liel
Leibovitz

It’s hard, given the fallen state of
just about everything in America
these days, to muster much cause
for optimism. But video games
ought to count as one surprising
and not insignificant reason to feel
rosy. Far from the mindless time-
sucks too many parents fear them
to be, they may yet serve as a vital course correction to the innate
solipsism of too much TV, too many YouTube videos, and too many hours
on Instagram. To play video games is to constantly question everything—
why this and not that? What now? Who gets to... read more

Faith Formation for All Ages

https://www.firstthings.com/article/2021/08/the-godliness-of-gaming


Pray for our young people
receiving their First Eucharist

this Sunday!

This Sunday, September 12, a few of our Faith
Formation students will finally receive their
First Eucharist!

After almost two years of preparation, family retreat days, and some
refresher classes, they are finally ready to celebrate this beautiful
Sacrament.

Keep them in your prayers as they continue in their journey to grow
closer to the Lord!

Confirmation Parent Orientation:
September 19 and 21

Parents, mark your calendars - you must
attend either one of two Parent Orientation
sessions for our Confirmation program!

Sunday, September 19: 11:30am in the
Parish Hall
Tuesday, September 21: 7:30pm on Zoom

This is where you'll get updates on what's new this year, learn what our
expectations are for your teen and your family, and hear what you can
expect from us as a ministry team walking with you and your teen toward
a fuller life in Christ.

Parents of both C1 and C2 teens must attend one of these two sessions!
Please spread the word!

Are you ready for the next step in
your Catholic journey?

Have you been worshipping with us, but never
officially took the steps to become Catholic? Or
have you been a Catholic all your life, but
never celebrated all the Sacraments of
Initiation - Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist?

Have you joined us from a different faith
background and would now like to find out more about the Catholic
Church?

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82070848142?pwd=ajEramNxam9NTFl3enEwSTVOVS9Sdz09


If any of these questions apply to you - or if you know of anyone who
could answer YES - please ask them to email Father George or Tony or
contact either of them by phone at 925-254-2426.

We are planning to start inquiry classes in the fall. Depending on COVID
protocols, classes may be in person, on Zoom, or a combination of both.

Parish Life

Did you know we pray the
Rosary before Daily Mass?

You may already know that in addition to
Sundays, Masses are also celebrated on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays in the
Church.

But did you know that before Mass, you're
invited to pray the Rosary?

The parishioners who attend Daily Mass would like to invite you to this
peaceful prayer before weekday Masses, as they have found it to be
fruitful in their own spiritual lives. Why not try it out?

Do you sing in the car?
Do you play an

instrument?

As COVID restrictions continue
to lift and changes, we are
happy to offer modified music
ministry programs!

Are you an adult who sings in the car? Pray about joining one of our
scholas (small groups) and singing once or twice a month at Sunday
Mass! Rehearsals begin in October!

Are you a teen who plays an instrument - guitar, flute, cello, anything?
Pray about joining the Youth Mass ministry group, who share their love of
music twice a month at Youth Masses, which start October 3!

Contact Tony Millette if you're interested!

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

mailto:gmockel@santamariaorinda.com
mailto:tmillette@santamariaorinda.com
mailto:tmillette@santamariaorinda.com


Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using
Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, September 12
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Barbara McLain (D)

Monday, September 13
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Wednesday, September 15
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Friday, September 17
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Claire Bevis,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Alfred Ferreira, Anthony Fisher, Emidio
Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia Fox,
Bridget Gallagher, Noreen Gillham,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Florentino

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9
mailto:mwong@santamariaorinda.com


Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Aileen
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Patricia McGuire,
Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa
Moya, Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa Pearce,
Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark Ricci,
Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
https://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

