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Working on being
"Christ-centered"

How new construction will
hopefully bring us closer
to Christ

Pictured: A sneak peek at some of the

craftsmanship in progress on our

beautiful new tabernacle for the church

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 26, 2021

You will notice when you come to the church over the next couple months
a new wall-hanging beneath the crucifix in the sanctuary. It was designed
and sewn by Sister Mary Magdalene who is so generous with her time and
talent to our parish. It is temporary. It is concealing the construction of a
new Tabernacle for our church.

As you know the Tabernacle contains the Blessed Sacrament - the
Eucharist - which is the very body and blood of Jesus Christ consecrated
at each Mass. The Eucharist is the most precious gift Jesus left to his
church. Because we treasure this gift so dearly, the Blessed Sacrament is
to be kept in a "fitting, beautiful, and secure place."

The current location of the Tabernacle at the side altar is fine and
beautiful as well. However, the bishop asked that we restore the
tabernacle to its previous location in the center of the sanctuary, rightly
pointing out that our church building is constructed in such a way that our
eyes go immediately to that location when you enter the church. I think
he is right.

Another reason that is even more persuasive, at least to me, is a remark
the Bishop made in a homily he recently gave at the installation of a new
pastor. He enjoined the new pastor that he needed to make the parish a
"Christ centered parish." That struck a chord with me. Real estate people
often remark, "location, location, location." When we enter the church,
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the altar where we gather to celebrate Mass and are nourished with
Christ
"the bread of life" is front and center. However, the tabernacle where
Christ's presence continues before and after we celebrate the Eucharist
might also be front and center so that the church building is "Christ
centered" just as our parish is called to be. The church building does more
than gather and house people. It teaches, not with words, but by its
architecture and images.

Our Lord is present in the Tabernacle as spiritual food brought to the sick
and the homebound, as "Viaticum" (food for the journey) for the dying,
and as a living real presence for all who come to our church to pray, to
contemplate, or simply to spend some quiet time with the Lord.
Our new Tabernacle and podium on which it will stand was donated by a
parishioner who asked to be anonymous "known only to God" (and me �
�) Eventually a statue of St. Joseph will be placed in the niche where the
current Tabernacle is located. If you would like to donate to some or all of
the cost of this Saint Joseph project, please contact me.

I hope and pray that this new addition will enhance our appreciation and
love for Christ's presence in the Eucharist, and help each of us become
more "Christ-centered."

Father George Mockel
Pastor

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza
Reconciliation also available by appointment

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, September 26, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Sacrament of Confirmation at Mass in the Church

Join us this Sunday in the Church at 8:30am or 10:30am for Mass! We
are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

Service and Outreach

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live


Drive-Thru Food
Collection THIS SUNDAY,

September 26!

In the spirit of giving, we ask that
you bring bags of groceries to our
next food drive on Sunday,
September 26 from 8am to
10:30am.

This month we will be supporting
the St. Cornelius parish in
Richmond. You'll see parishioners
on the lower parking lot collecting your food donations.

Click here for a list of suggested groceries!

Can you help be part of the collection team or a food driver? Away on the
26th and want to drop your groceries off early? Email Gail Gabriel or
Janet Riley!

Do you have 2-3
hours/week to be a

homework helper for a
Kinder through 5th

grader in Pleasant Hill?

Garden Park Apartments (A Hope
Solutions residence https://www.hopesolutions.org/) is in need of a few
more compassionate and patient individuals to provide homework support
and mentoring to the children in their program. High school volunteers
encouraged as well (sophomore year or older.)

Homework Club is open every afternoon, volunteers are asked to commit
to one afternoon per week. Typical homework club runs from 3pm-5pm;
except on Wednesdays the K-5th graders have early release and
homework club begins at 1:30pm. Homework club takes place in the
community center of the residence.

If you have any questions, please contact parishioner Theresa Gonzales at
(925)984-7009; a current Garden Park homework club volunteer.

Food for Thought

Don't Slander St.
Junípero Serra
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A piece from the Wall Street Journal
by Archbishop Salvatore J.
Cordileone and Archbishop José H.
Gomez

California lawmakers have passed
legislation to replace a statue of St.
Junípero Serra at the Capitol in
Sacramento with a new monument
honoring the state’s native peoples.
The Serra statue has been in
storage since it was torn down by protesters in July 2020. A humble 18th-
century Franciscan priest, Serra would surely approve of a new
monument honoring the indigenous Californians he spent his life serving.
Unfortunately, the legislature has gone further, slandering his name and
pushing a false narrative about the mission period in California... read
more

The Truth about Junipero
Serra
A YouTube video by Bishop Robert
Barron

Though California Assembly Bill 338
rightly calls for the contributions
and sufferings of native peoples to
be recognized, it also encodes into
California law calumny against St. Junípero Serra, and evokes the dark
history of anti-Catholicism in this country. This is deeply troubling and
demands our attention.

Watch Bishop Robert Barron's response to this bill and additions to the
Wall Street Journal piece by Archbishops Cordileone and Gomez.

Faith Formation for All Ages

The Sacrament of
Confirmation will be

celebrated THIS Sunday,
September 26

Pray for our teens who have been
preparing for the past two years for
the Sacrament of Confirmation!

Confirmation Mass will be
celebrated with Bishop Barber on Sunday, September 26 at the
10:30am Mass.
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All are welcome to join in this important moment of our young Catholics'
lives. If you ever where the young people are in church, come to this
Mass to see them and support them!

Middle School Youth
Group's Piñata KICK-Off:

September 29!!

It's once again time for our
traditional Piñata KICK-off for
Middle School Youth Group!

We can't wait to welcome
everyone back to 100% in-person
MSYG sessions starting
Wednesday, September 29
from 7-8:30pm in the Youth Room.

If you haven't signed up yet, hop to it by clicking here!!

Parish Life

The 5pm Sunday Mass
returns October 3!

We are happy to be returning to
celebrate the 5pm Sunday Mass
on Sunday, October 3!

As our formation programs begin
again for the fall, our teens will
once again be ministering at the
twice-monthly Youth Masses, and
other volunteers are needed for
the other Sundays!

If you love the 5pm Sunday Mass, could you help us make it
happen?

Contact Tony Millette if you can help us out as a volunteer, coordinator,
or ministry trainer!

Santa Maria will be
participating in a parish

survey!

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/7220
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We're participating in a parish
survey about discipleship conducted
by the Catholic Leadership Institute,
and will need your help!

Help us by participating in a 10-15
minute survey online, which can be
accessed through an online link
from October 14 through
November 22. Questions will reflect
your spiritual growth, feedback on
your parish's efforts to help you
grow, and give us information about our community - and all responses
are confidential!

The link will be made available closer to October 14 - make sure to keep
an eye out!

Minister of the Word
practice resumes

It's been awhile, but we're back!

If you're a Minister of the Word,
keep an eye out in your email for
your invitation to the Saturday
morning lector practices.

These are a great opportunity to
dive more deeply into the Word of God you proclaim, to practice using the
microphone in the church, and to connect with others who share your
ministry.

Interested in becoming a Minister of the Word? Contact Tony Millette!

Do you remember Sister Mary
Ellen Kowalski?

Sister Mary Ellen Kowalski, CSJ passed away
August 30, 2021. In her belongings she had
a note she wrote requesting that all the
schools she was involved in pray for her soul
after she passed away, and Santa Maria
Catholic School was one of her schools.

Mary Ellen was the youngest of five children
all of whom were born in St John’s Hospital in
Fargo, North Dakota. While still very young,
her family moved to Martinez,
California. Mary Ellen entered Community in 1950. Following the
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novitiate, she began teaching first grade students. She taught with loving
care. Sister Mary Ellen was in elementary education and administration
for 23 years when her ministry changed. She ministered for many years
in the Office for the Mission Society and in that capacity had the good
fortune of visiting Bolivia, Haiti, Venezuela, Peru, and Chile. 
 
Her family stressed the value of mutual support of each other. This value
of support and care for one another was a hallmark of her life in
Community. Mary Ellen was always a team player. She brought a positive
spirit and wonderful humor to all she met. 
 
We will miss her good natured teasing and positive spirit. May she rest in
peace.

August Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined our monthly
goal for the Sunday Plate. Here is our total for
the month of August:

Goal: $42,000
Total: $45,311.17

Surplus: $3,311.17

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria
Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct ,
our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, September 26
8:30am: Karl Rogina (D)
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:
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Monday, September 27
8:30am: Daminh Nguyen (D)

Wednesday, September 29
8:30am: Holy Souls in Purgatory

Friday, October 1
8:30am: Maria Nguyen (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Claire Bevis,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Florentino
Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Aileen
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Patricia McGuire,
Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa
Moya, Robert Nick, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa Pearce,
Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark Ricci,
Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.
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Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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