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Busting some
Sacramental myths

Who is the Anointing of
the Sick for, and why do
we celebrate it?

Pictured: A priest blesses a middle-aged

woman in a hospital bed

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 3, 2021

We are blessed to celebrate the Anointing of the Sick with the Liturgy of
the Word on Saturday, October 16 at 10am in the church.

But what IS this Sacrament? Let's bust a few common myths about the
Anointing of the Sick, and see if this is a liturgy you should celebrate with
us!

Myth #1: This is a new Sacrament, right? Wasn't it "Last Rites"
before?!
No, our Sacraments haven't changed! "Last Rites" has actually never
been the name of a single Sacrament. It generally refers to 3 separate
Sacraments - Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, and Holy Communion
- which help cleanse a person's soul of sin, help strengthen their spirit to
endure suffering, and prepare for life after death, more or less
respectively.

The Anointing of the Sick has always united the suffering of the person to
the suffering of Christ, strengthens him or her to endure the challenges of
illness or old age in a Christian manner, and even forgiven sins, in some
instances!

Myth #2: The Anointing of the Sick is only for people who are
dying.
No! For anyone suffering from serious illness or injury, reaching old age,
approaching a life-threatening surgery, or is otherwise in danger of death,
the fitting time to receive this Sacrament has already arrived. In fact, it's
better to receive this Sacrament before someone is in immediate danger
of death in case it's impossible to get a priest at that time, so please don't
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postpone it for that reason.

Myth #3: There's no point in getting Anointed if I know I'm not
going to be cured.
Curing is not the point of the Sacrament - healing is. While there have
certainly been instances of physical healing after this Sacrament, the
more grace-filled portion of this Sacrament concerns your spiritual and
mental healing. This Sacrament offers a lot of grace for the sick, ill, and
elderly - so we encourage you to receive it if this applies to you!

We hope this has cleared up a few questions for you - and also hope to
see you on the 16th for the Liturgy of the Word with the Anointing of the
Sick! Even if you are not receiving this Sacrament on that day, you can
still join your prayers with the prayer of the Church for those of us who
will be receiving it.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza
Reconciliation also available by appointment

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, October 3, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church

5:00pm | Youth Mass in the Church

Join us this Sunday in the Church at 8:30am, 10:30am, or 5:00pm for
Mass! We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

Service and Outreach

Volunteers needed for
October lunches

Social Justice is looking for two
volunteers for the two
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remaining October lunch
deliveries for Friendly Manor:

October 15
October 19

One volunteer needs to make 4
sandwiches, and the other 3.
They are to be dropped off on
the church level parking lot
between 11am and 11:30am on
each of the above Fridays.

We also need a driver for drop-off at their Oakland facility!

Can you help be part of the collection team or a food driver? Email Gail
Gabriel or Janet Riley!

Thank you, Food Drive
volunteers!

Thank you to our volunteers
Tina, Denise, Dede, Jim, and
Judy for their time this past
Sunday helping with our
monthly food drive!

The truck was filled with 70
bags and a check for $50. It was
a pleasure to deliver them to
the families in Richmond.

The group was so appreciative to receive the food; they had tables set up
and after the truck was unloaded, they took all the items on the bags and
grouped them on the tables so families could come and do their individual
shopping for the items they needed.

They were very grateful for the donations from Santa Maria.

With much appreciation to all the parishioners who continue to support
our monthly food drives - we are one of only a few organizations that
gives to the St. Cornelius family community in Richmond.

Food for Thought

A True Shepherd
A First Things web article by
Raymond J. de Souza
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When Stefan Cardinal Wyszyński is
beatified on Sunday in Warsaw, this
colossus of the postwar Polish
Church will be principally
remembered for his stalwart
defense of Polish liberty under
communist oppression. He paid a
personal price for that, suffering
three years of arbitrary imprisonment. Read more

Faith Formation for All Ages

Mark your calendar for
the October Rosary!

We are once again preparing for
our October Rosary in honor of the
Blessed Mother!

Last year we had a beautiful time
of prayer outside - we prayed the
Rosary together, led by various
members of our parish community,
and concluded with Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament on our outdoor altar (pictured).

This year we are planning the same - with, weather permitting, an
outdoor social afterward! Mark your calendar for 7:30pm Wednesday,
October 13!

What a great Piñata
KICK-Off for MSYG!!

Megan and Joe were so grateful to
welcome our favorite Middle
Schoolers back to MSYG INDOORS
- complete with foosball and air
hockey - once again!

It's great to be back to having in-
person interaction again, even
though we think name-tag-masks
should definitely be a thing moving
forward.

If you decided that maybe Youth Group actually IS cool and something
you want to be a part of, sign up by clicking here!!
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Congratulations
to our 34

Confirmandi!

We are so grateful to
the families and friends
of our teens who
received the Sacrament
of Confirmation this
past weekend at our
parish - without their
love, support, and
example of the faith, we
wouldn't have gotten
there!

Thank you also to our Youth Ministry leadership team, who generously
shared their time, love, and life experience with our teens.

Click the photo above to see the 2021 Confirmation Mass photo album !

Parish Life

We're updating the
Parish Office Hours!

Beginning this coming Monday,
October 4, the Parish Office will be
open Monday through Friday
from 9am to noon!

We're happy to schedule Mass
intentions, answer questions, take
donations, or even just shoot the
breeze with you - it's lovely when our parishioners come in to say hi!

Daily Mass is now
Monday through Friday

Beginning this coming Monday,
October 4, Morning Mass will be
celebrated every day from Monday
through Friday at 8:30am in the
Church!

Mass Intentions may be requested

https://photos.app.goo.gl/ezce3bj8S6YNjW9N6


for any of these Masses, if you
have someone or something you
would like to have a Mass said for
- it's a beautiful and powerful
prayer. Just contact Mirna in the
Parish Office!

Santa Maria will be
participating in a parish

survey this month

We're participating in a parish
survey about discipleship conducted
by the Catholic Leadership Institute,
and will need your help!

Help us by participating in a 10-15
minute survey online, which can be
accessed through an online link
from October 14 through November 22. Questions will reflect your
spiritual growth, feedback on your parish's efforts to help you grow, and
give us information about our community - and all responses are
confidential!

The link will be made available closer to October 14 - make sure to keep
an eye out!

Do you remember Sister Mary
Ellen Kowalski?

Sister Mary Ellen Kowalski, CSJ passed away
August 30, 2021. In her belongings she had
a note she wrote requesting that all the
schools she was involved in pray for her soul
after she passed away, and Santa Maria
Catholic School was one of her schools.

Mary Ellen was the youngest of five children
all of whom were born in St John’s Hospital in
Fargo, North Dakota. While still very young,
her family moved to Martinez,
California. Mary Ellen entered Community in 1950. Following the
novitiate, she began teaching first grade students. She taught with loving
care. Sister Mary Ellen was in elementary education and administration
for 23 years when her ministry changed. She ministered for many years
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in the Office for the Mission Society and in that capacity had the good
fortune of visiting Bolivia, Haiti, Venezuela, Peru, and Chile. 
 
Her family stressed the value of mutual support of each other. This value
of support and care for one another was a hallmark of her life in
Community. Mary Ellen was always a team player. She brought a positive
spirit and wonderful humor to all she met. 
 
We will miss her good natured teasing and positive spirit. May she rest in
peace.

August Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined our monthly
goal for the Sunday Plate. Here is our total for
the month of August:

Goal: $42,000
Total: $45,311.17

Surplus: $3,311.17

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria
Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct ,
our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, October 3
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Maria Soi Dinh (D)

Monday, October 4
8:30am: Giuse Nguyen Pham (D)

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:
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Tuesday, October 5
8:30am: Special Intention

Wednesday, October 6
8:30am: Fleta Lluch Alejo (D)

Thursday, October 7
8:30am: Patria Lluch Lasmarias (D)

Friday, October 8
8:30am: Daminh Vinh Hoang (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Claire Bevis,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Brian Kelly,
Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary
McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert
Nick, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim Pearce,
Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann
Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian
Riley, Patrick Sheehy, Usrula Simmons,
Scott Treter, Steve Turner, Jean Wells,
Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.
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Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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