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Achieving the
mythical hole-in-one

And how my famously
short memory has
confused the experience

Pictured: Yes, that's me golfing, and if

my stance gives you the heebie-jeebies,

perhaps you'd know someone who may

like to give me free lessons? :)

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 17, 2021

I may or may not have once made a hole in one.

You might think that's a funny thing to be unsure of, because it's a pretty
momentous moment in any golf game - whether pro or amateur - and
momentous moments tend to stick in our heads.

Here's the thing: the moment of the hole-in-one itself is very much stuck
in my head. It happened on a certain Par 3 at Bing Maloney's 9-hole
course in Sacramento, on a hot summer day between my junior and
senior year of high school, and it was not a day we'd sprung the $16 to
rent a golf cart. I was golfing with my then-boyfriend, his younger
brother, and two other buddies of ours.

The actual hole-in-one moment was filled with ebullient incredulity on all
sides, dropped jaws and raised eyebrows, laughing and screeching (yes,
even from the guys), and a triumphant marking of the scorecard with one
of those stubby golf pencils. I just can't for the life of me remember
whose scorecard it was - mine, or someone else's. The joy and
delight I felt for this lucky strike is so clear... but knowing my personality,
that could have just as easily been on someone else's behalf as mine, so
that doesn't help clarify things.

Anyway, it appears that this one particular truth of that memory has been
lost to time, but that leads me to a very important truth of our faith:
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we're imperfect, but God Is.

We humans have faulty memories, but God sees it all perfectly clearly.
We humans make mistakes, but God is the ultimate Architect who is the
heavenly standard of perfection. We naturally tend towards self-
centeredness (I think it's one of those original sin things), but God is Love
and is always reaching outward to others. We humans can easily slide
into sloth (i.e., getting the bare minimum done so we can "do nothing" in
the name of relaxing), but God not only created the entire universe, He
also continues creating each day through us and the rest of Creation. We
humans can sometimes be not just ignorant, but just plain stupid (before
you get offended, just watch the news one evening for proof!), but God is
Wisdom and Knowledge and Understanding to an infinite degree.

You see, this imperfect hole-in-one memory is a reminder to me that I
can't rely on myself - not even for my own memories. It's better to rely
instead on the Lord, who is Perfect. And this reliance doesn't apply
only to memories, but to every part of life. Actively inviting God into
every aspect of my life makes for an objectively better life - and who
wouldn't want to finish the proverbial game of life better than par for the
course?

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza
Reconciliation also available by appointment

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, October 17, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church

Join us this Sunday in the Church at 8:30am, 10:30am, or 5:00pm for
Mass! We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

Service and Outreach

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live


Save the date for an inspirational
evening!

Social Justice is hosting an inspirational talk and
Eucharistic Adoration with Fr. Luke Leighton, CFR -
one of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal in
Oakland!

All parishioners are invited to hear the message and
join in prayer on Tuesday, November 16 from 6:30-8:30pm.

Fr. Luke will lead us in Eucharistic Adoration at 6:30pm with prayer and
music. His message about Social Justice will cover Scripture, tradition,
and the Church's opportunity to serve. We'll reflect on the meaning of
social justice service, why we individually serve, and how to inspire others
to serve!

Note: Due to COVID restrictions, masks covering the nose and mouth are
required to be worn for this event, and no food or beverages will be
served.

Let's go, lunch-baggers!!

Social Justice still needs you to make
lunches for Friendly Manor!

TODAY October 15: 4 lunches
Friday, October 29: 4 lunches

Can you make a bagged lunch and
drop it off at the church level between
11-11:30am?

Email Gail to help out!

Faith Formation for All Ages

"Where are all the young
people?!"

Join us at the 5pm
Sunday to see!

We've resumed our 5pm Sunday
Youth Masses - all are welcome to
come celebrate and worship with
us at this extra Mass time!
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Are you looking for a way to get
more involved at Santa Maria?
Consider becoming a Lector,
Eucharistic Minister, or other
server at our 5pm Sunday Masses!
Email Tony for more information!

Watch the Candlelight
Rosary and pray along!

If you missed the Candlelight
Rosary this past Wednesday (or if
you came but loved it so much you
want to do it again), check it out
on our YouTube channel!

We recorded and edited the evening prayer experience for you, and it can
be found here. Please feel free to use it to pray the Rosary anytime - but
especially Wednesdays, as we prayed the Glorious Mysteries.

Food for Thought

Denver Cathedral
vandalized with anti-

Catholic slogans
A Catholic News Agency article by
Jonah McKeown

The Cathedral Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in
downtown Denver was spray-
painted with anti-Catholic slogans
on Sunday, the latest in a series of vandalism incidents against Catholic
buildings in Colorado. 
Photos shared by local news reporters show slogans such as... read more

Parish Life

HOORAY: We're doing the
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Parish Survey TOGETHER!

October 24 at the
8:30am/10:30am Masses
November 7 at the 5pm Youth
Mass

We're participating in a parish
survey about discipleship conducted
by the Catholic Leadership Institute,
and will need your help!

Questions will reflect your spiritual growth, feedback on your parish's
efforts to help you grow, and give us information about our community -
and all responses are confidential!

This survey will help us better understand the needs of our parish
and serve as a barometer of parish life so we can put the results
to good use in our work!

We will be filling out the 10-15 minute survey as a parish on Sunday,
October 24 at the 8:30am and 10:30am Masses, and on Sunday,
November 7 at the 5:00pm Mass (a Youth Mass)!

To preview the questions or take the survey online, click here!  This
survey will be available through November 22. Paper copies will be
available in the Parish Office as well.

Daily Mass is now
Monday through Friday

Beginning this past Monday,
October 4, Morning Mass is
celebrated every day from Monday
through Friday at 8:30am in the
Church!

Mass Intentions may be requested
for any of these Masses, if you
have someone or something you
would like to have a Mass said for - it's a beautiful and powerful prayer.
Just contact Mirna in the Parish Office !

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.
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You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using
Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for
recurring giving through Faith Direct to continue to give to the Sunday
plate even though you can't come to the church to drop it in the basket
as usual. Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, October 17
8:30am: Anthony Martis (D)
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
5:00pm: Florentino Ibabao (D)

Monday, October 18
8:30am: Joseph Hung Nguyen (D)

Tuesday, October 19
8:30am: Anne Viem Bach (D)

Wednesday, October 20
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Thursday, October 21
8:30am: Al Ferreira (D)

Friday, October 22
8:30am: Ernesto Golez (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Claire Bevis,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
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x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Brian Kelly,
Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary
McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert
Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa Pearce,
Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark Ricci,
Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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