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On beautiful grounds
and the death of
trees

Continuing to restore and
renew our parish grounds
as best we can

Pictured: Pine trees die so quickly that it

is sadly very difficult to keep up with

replacing them - as seen here behind

our school building

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 24, 2021

Of the many comments people make about our parish, the parish grounds
often make it to the top of the list. We are indeed blessed with
beautiful grounds, which are due in large measure to the many
trees on our property.

Many of them are pine trees.

Anyone living in Orinda, Lafayette, or Moraga has observed that many
pine trees are dying. Unfortunately, the pines on our property are no
exception. It is especially sad to see, as one parishioner recently
observed to me that some of their children planted the seedlings of those
trees many years ago.

Several months ago, we had to remove about six or seven dead pines
along the main entrance road. Since then, twenty two more have died
and will soon have to be removed - that's about $22,000 and two weeks
of work.

Through an Eagle Scout project some years ago, we planted several oak
trees on the upper portion of our property. A few redwoods were planted
along the entrance road about a year ago. Crape myrtles will soon be
planted in the newly paved lower parking lot. But - it is hard to keep up,
and every choice of tree has pros and cons.

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://youtu.be/uQYIZS2mxu4
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/k3946k
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
https://kbmhawaii.com
mailto:monique.mccool@compass.com


Oaks can be stunning, but are shallow-rooted and don't tolerate wind and
lots of rain very well. Redwoods are majestic, but can be temperamental
in the warmer Orinda climate. Crape myrtles are gorgeous in the dead of
summer, but are not native - and oh, those persistent suckers! Pines are
fast-growing, but have a relatively short life and are loved by beetles. The
Madrone has beautiful color and characteristics, but it is apparently a bit
of a fire hazard. And eucalyptus? Well, eucalyptus are what they are!

There is a parable and possible metaphor in all this, but that's perhaps for
some future discourse after some additional thought and reflection (or
maybe for Megan to take on in a future bulletin article!). For now, this is
just to keep you abreast of the situation and importantly, to let
you know that we are addressing it as best we can - but perhaps
not keeping up as well as I would like.

Father George Mockel
Pastor

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza
Reconciliation also available by appointment

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, October 24, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church

Join us this Sunday in the Church at 8:30am, 10:30am, or 5:00pm for
Mass! We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

Service and Outreach

Food Drive this Sunday

Social Justice is looking for two
additional volunteers for its next food
drive on Sunday, October 24. This
month, they are supporting the

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live


GaelPantry at Saint Mary's College,
which provides an online food ordering
system for qualified students.

Click here for more details on how you
can help!

Mass at Orinda Senior Village
is back!

We will be celebrating Mass at Orinda
Senior Village this coming Monday,
October 25 at 10:00am.

Father George will be presiding, and Sr.
Mary Magdalene will be in attendance! All
are welcome, especially those interested
in Pastoral Care Ministry to the residents of Orinda Senior Village.

Have questions? Email Sr. Magdalene for answers!

Faith Formation for All Ages

"Where are all the young
people?!"

Join us at the 5pm
Sunday to see!

We've resumed our 5pm Sunday
Youth Masses - all are welcome to
come celebrate and worship with
us at this extra Mass time!

Are you looking for a way to get
more involved at Santa Maria?
Consider becoming a Lector, Eucharistic Minister, or other server at our
5pm Sunday Masses! Email Tony for more information!

Did you miss the
Candlelight Rosary?

https://santamariaorinda.com/social-justice-announcements
mailto:mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com
mailto:tmillette@santamariaorinda.com


If you missed the Candlelight
Rosary last Wednesday (or if you
came but loved it so much you
want to do it again), check it out
on our YouTube channel!

We recorded and edited the
evening prayer experience for you,
and it can be found here . Please
feel free to use it to pray the
Rosary anytime - but especially Wednesdays, as we prayed the Glorious
Mysteries.

November: Month of Saints and
Souls

Honoring the dead with
our Altarcito

Honoring, remembering, and
praying for those who have died is
a tradition in our faith - after all,
look at All Saints Day (11/1) and
All Souls Day (11/2)!

During November, we also display pictures of our loved ones who have
gone before us, along with the Parish Book of the Dead, in which names
of deceased members of our families and friends are inscribed.

Again this year, we invite you to bring your photos and symbols of life
and faith to be displayed on our parish "altarcito" in the side niche of the
church.

Solemnity of All Saints
on November 1st

All Saints Day is NOT a Holy Day of
Obligation this year, but is still a
"Holy Day of Opportunity"!

Mass is at 8:30am in the
Church.

All Saints Day allows us to
remember and celebrate those who have gone before us in faith. IT's an
opportunity fo run to recommit ourselves to living holy lives, imitating the
saints who have gone before us.

https://youtu.be/uQYIZS2mxu4


Remembering our
beloved dead: TWO Mass

opportunities!

All Souls Day Mass
8:30am Tuesday, November 2
We pray for the faithful departed,
our sisters and brothers, with
whom we are united in faith and Baptism.

Mass of Remembrance
10am Saturday, November 6
The entire parish is invited to gather for Mass this morning as we
remember and pray for all those who have gone before us, especially
those who have died since November 2019 (instead of just this past
year). This Mass will also give us the opportunity to pray for all who have
died as a result of the Coronavirus.

Parish Life

HOORAY: We're doing the
Parish Survey TOGETHER

this Sunday!

October 24 at the
8:30am/10:30am Masses
November 7 at the 5pm Youth
Mass

We're participating in a parish
survey about discipleship conducted
by the Catholic Leadership Institute,
and will need your help!

Questions will reflect your spiritual growth, feedback on your parish's
efforts to help you grow, and give us information about our community -
and all responses are confidential!

This survey will help us better understand the needs of our parish
and serve as a barometer of parish life so we can put the results
to good use in our work!

We will be filling out the 10-15 minute survey as a parish on Sunday,
October 24 at the 8:30am and 10:30am Masses, and on Sunday,
November 7 at the 5:00pm Mass (a Youth Mass)!

Won't be here this Sunday? To preview the questions or take the survey

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/k3946k


online, click here! This survey will be available through November 22.
Paper copies will be available in the Parish Office as well.

Notice of street
excavation at the parish:

10/25 - 11/17

The Central Contra Costa Sanitary
District has given us notice that
they will be installing new sanitary
sewer mains in front of our
property and/or in the adjacent
easements.

This work is tentatively scheduled to begin on Monday, October 25
and run through at least Wednesday, November 17, on weekdays
between the hours of 8am and 5pm.

There will be no disruption of traffic besides the implementation of Traffic
Control when necessary, but No Parking/Tow Away Zones will be posted,
and we ask that you be careful and courteous of the workers!

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria
Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct ,
our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, October 24
8:30am: Fleta Lluch Alejo (D)
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
5:00pm: Dick Cummings (D)

Monday, October 25

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


8:30am: Patria Lluch Lasmaria (D)

Tuesday, October 26
8:30am: Dr. Victoriana Yason-
Jaravata (D)

Wednesday, October 27
8:30am: Patria Araullo Alejo (D

Thursday, October 28
8:30am: Ramona Fuller (D)

Friday, October 29
8:30am: Rufino Puno (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Claire Bevis,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Brian Kelly,
Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary
McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert
Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa Pearce,
Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark Ricci,
Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

mailto:mwong@santamariaorinda.com
mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com


Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

