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Saintliness in real life

A plan for taking
opportunities to grow in
holiness

Pictured: Click the photo to watch Faith

Formation's All Saints Day activities!

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 7, 2021

November is a time to think about our role models (the Saints with a
capital S) who lived and died with an heroic effort to live in God's grace,
and those of our forebears who strove to do the same (saints with a little
S).

As I was editing the bulletin this week, I realized how many things are
going on that can help us become more saintly, if we just dive into them!

There's the evening with Fr. Luke hosted by Social Justice with both
Adoration and a discipleship talk; there's an Advent Prayer Group you can
drop in on in December; we have service and prayer opportunities to live
out many of the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy; there are
catechetical classes and gatherings for all ages; and our Mass Intentions
calendar for the week is full, thanks to those who take praying for the
living and the dead seriously on a regular basis.

When you add to that our regular schedule of Sunday Masses, weekday
Masses, Saturday Confessions, and our weekday Rosary and Faith Sharing
groups, you can really see how many opportunities there are to grow in
holiness and saintliness!

But before you think holiness and saintliness are far too lofty goals for
ones such as we, consider Paul's address to the Corinthians in his second
letter to them. He addresses them as God's "holy people," but then
spends about 15 more chapters expounding on everything they were
doing that sounds about as far away from holiness as you can get.
Clearly, holiness is not about moral perfection.

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://youtu.be/HBh2fDtzORU
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/249353/cardinal-tagle-digital-evangelization-cannot-replace-personal-encounter
https://www.tshoxenreider.com/advent
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/k3946k
https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/k3946k
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
https://kbmhawaii.com
mailto:monique.mccool@compass.com


In fact, holiness is pretty simple: to be holy is to be set apart or sanctified
for God. Through our baptism, we were set apart as temples of God's
Holy Spirit, and our lives are meant to be lived in such a way that
everything we do becomes an opportunity to deepen our connectedness
to God. As we learned in the Gospel of the rich young man the other
week, that means more than just doing the right things. It means we
take on a whole lifestyle of selflessness, joyful generosity, and a loving
spirit.

All these upcoming events and opportunities are chances for us to keep
growing in that lifestyle. I hope you take advantage of them so you keep
growing in holiness and sanctity yourself!

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Plaza
Reconciliation also available by appointment

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, November 7, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

Join us this Sunday in the Church at 8:30am, 10:30am, or 5:00pm for
Mass! We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

If you are unable to physically join us, we will continue to
livestream the 8:30am Mass for you to participate from home.

Service and Outreach

Keep a child warm this
winter: give a winter coat!

In lieu of our monthly food drive, Social
Justice is holding a Warm Coat Drive for
Children this month! Coats will be given
to the children served by the Oakland

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/110721.cfm


Catholic Worker.

Sunday, November 21
8:00-10:30am
Lower Parking Lot

New and gently-used coats are welcome. Make sure to ask yourself:
"Would my child wear this?" Sizes needed range from toddlers (2T, 3T,
4T), young children (sz 5-12), and younger teens (S, M, L).

Won't be around on the 21st? Bring your coat to the LABELED BOX in the
narthex in advance! Contact Janet Riley or Gail Gabriel with any
questions.

Rain or shine, food was
collected!

Thank you so much to everyone who
contributed the 55 bags of groceries for
the Saint Mary's College Gael Pantry
last weekend!

Even with the rain pounding and the
wind blowing, our volunteers Diana
Mullen, Jennifer Lyons, and Ynez and Camryn Hirst braved the storm
with Gail Gabriel to collect and load up the groceries. Ynez delivered
them on Monday, and the students running the pantry were very grateful
for the drop-off!

Way to go, Santa Maria!

Contact Janet Riley or Gail Gabriel if you can help with any future food
collections!

We need three volunteers
for lunches and driving in
December!

We're looking for volunteers to help
with our Friendly Manor (Oakland)
lunch program in December!

December 17
One volunteer to make 3 lunches
One volunteer to make 4 lunches
One driver to take the lunches to Friendly Manor

Lunches consist of a sandwich, chips, fruit, and a healthy snack. You'll get
a reminder the week the lunches are needed!

mailto:bjriley@pacbell.net
mailto:gailgabriel@gmail.com
mailto:bjriley@pacbell.net
mailto:gailgabriel@gmail.com


Contact Janet Riley or Gail Gabriel if you can help or if you have any
questions.

Food for Thought

The Witness of the Mafia
Martyrs

A First Things article by Raymond
J. de Souza

The Archdiocese of Catania,
Sicily’s second-largest city, has
put a three-year ban on
godparents at baptism and
sponsors at confirmation. Other
Sicilian dioceses are planning
similar steps. “In the Land of the Godfather Comes a Ban on Them” was
the apt headline in The New York Times. The archdiocese has instituted
the ban because of the entanglement of godfathers with mafia patronage
in Sicily. 

The cinematic splendor of the baptism sequence in The Godfather, with
Michael Corleone professing the baptismal creed as his henchmen execute
his rivals, can make the scandal of it all seem almost... read more

Faith Formation for All Ages

Confirmation meets
again this Sunday!

Here are the upcoming topics and
assignments for C1 and C2:

C1 - Cross: Why did Jesus die?
5:00-7:45pm
Church -> Youth Room
Watch:  Alpha Youth Series,
Episode 3
Think: What do you think the point
of Jesus' life was? How about his death?
Prepare: Do at least 125 points on Ascent Confirmation, and be ready to
share what activities you did!

C2 - Telling others: How and why do I tell others?
3:15-6:00pm
Youth Room -> Church

mailto:bjriley@pacbell.net
mailto:gailgabriel@gmail.com
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2021/10/the-witness-of-the-mafia-martyrs
https://vimeo.com/240522152


Watch: Alpha Youth Series, Episode 11
Think : Jesus said we should go out and "baptize the nations." Are you
ready to live up to that challenge? Why or why not?
Prepare: Do at least 125 points on Ascent Confirmation, and be ready to
share what activities you did!

Thinking of getting involved in Confirmation? Become a Table Host, and
help guide enthusiastic discussions and learn more about our Catholic
faith! Just email Megan.

Advent Prayer Group
with Megan - in person

or on Zoom!

A few years ago, we started an
Advent Parent Bible Study. It's
carried on in various forms
throughout the year since then,
but it's time to get back to our
roots!

All are welcome to join our group (led by Youth Ministry Coordinator
Megan Arteaga) in person or on Zoom Thursdays at 11am starting
the week after Thanksgiving for an Advent Prayer Group. We'll be
using Tsh Oxenreider's "Shadow & Light" as a base resource, which gives
us not only Scripture and prayers, but also music, art, written reflections,
and even journaling prompts!

You don't need to buy the book - just drop in for some prayer, fellowship,
and real life Catholic community!

Want to join us? Just email Megan with questions or for more details.

Missalettes are available
for free in the Parish

Office!

If you like to follow along with the
readings and prayers during Mass, or
like to have a copy of the readings
handy to peruse before Sunday, stop
by the Parish Office to pick up your
FREE missalette!

Readings are easily organized by
date, not just numbered Sunday, so you can quickly find where we are.
Prayers and rites are also there for your reading or study!

The Parish Office is open between 9am and noon, Monday through Friday.

https://vimeo.com/248042971
mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
https://www.tshoxenreider.com/advent
mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com


Join us for an inspirational
evening with Fr. Luke -

Eucharistic Adoration and a
discipleship talk!

If you've been searching for an
opportunity to learn more, pray more, get
more involved, or be more inspired, this is
your night!

Tuesday, November 16
6:30-8:30pm
Church of Santa Maria

Social Justice has organized this evening with Adoration, prayer, music,
and a message about Social Justice that will cover Scripture, tradition,
and the Church's opportunity to serve. We'll reflect on the meaning of
service, why we serve, and how to inspire others to serve as well!

No RSVP is necessary - just come and bring a friend!

Note: Due to the COVID restrictions, masks are required and no food or
beverages will be served at this event.

November: Month of Saints and
Souls

Mass of Remembrance is
tomorrow morning

Saturday, November 6
10:00am in the Church
The entire parish is invited to gather for Mass this morning as we
remember and pray for all those who have gone before us, especially
those who have died since November 2019 (instead of just this past
year). This Mass will also give us the opportunity to pray for all who have
died as a result of the Coronavirus.

Honoring the dead with
our Altarcito

Honoring, remembering, and
praying for those who have died is
a tradition in our faith - after all,
look at All Saints Day (11/1) and



All Souls Day (11/2)!

During November, we also display
pictures of our loved ones who
have gone before us, along with
the Parish Book of the Dead, in
which names of deceased
members of our families and
friends are inscribed.

Again this year, we invite you to bring your photos and symbols of life
and faith to be displayed on our parish "altarcito" in the side niche of the
church.

Parish Life

Amended County
masking requirements
do NOT apply to Santa

Maria

Contra Costa County lifted
masking requirements in "some"
indoor settings beginning
November 1. Here are the
requirements:

Where everyone is fully vaccinated
In controlled spaces not open to the general public
At events with no more than 100 people present

We are not in a position to require proof of vaccination to worship; our
Masses are open to the public; and we often have over 100 people
present for Mass - so please continue to wear your face mask properly
covering your nose and mouth while at Santa Maria!

Click here for all the parish-specific COVID-19 updates

It's not too late to fill out
the parish survey!

Questions will reflect your spiritual
growth, feedback on your parish's
efforts to help you grow, and give
us information about our
community - and all responses are
confidential!

This survey will help us better

https://santamariaorinda.com/covid-19-updates


understand the needs of our
parish and serve as a
barometer of parish life so we
can put the results to good use
in our work!

To take the survey online, click
here! Paper copies are available in
the Parish Office as well. This
survey will be available through
November 22.

Notice of street
excavation at the parish:

10/25 - 11/17

The Central Contra Costa Sanitary
District has given us notice that
they will be installing new sanitary
sewer mains in front of our
property and/or in the adjacent
easements.

This work is tentatively scheduled to begin on Monday, October 25
and run through at least Wednesday, November 17, on weekdays
between the hours of 8am and 5pm.

There will be no disruption of traffic besides the implementation of Traffic
Control when necessary, but No Parking/Tow Away Zones will be posted,
and we ask that you be careful and courteous of the workers!

How can I keep supporting Santa
Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish Office (40 Santa Maria
Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct ,
our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even though you can't
come to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank you
for your planning and your generosity!

https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/k3946k
http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Mass Intentions

Sunday, November 7
8:30am: Dr. Victoriana Yason-
Jaravata (D)
10:30am: Robert Singer (D)
5:00pm: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, November 8
8:30am: Al Ferreira (D)

Tuesday, November 9
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)

Wednesday, November 10
8:30am: Anita Alejo Villafuerte (D)

Thursday, November 11
8:30am: Luciano A. Alejo (D)

Friday, November 12
8:30am: Al Ferreira (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Claire Bevis,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Brian Kelly,
Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary
McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert
Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa Pearce,
Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark Ricci,
Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Patrick
Sheehy, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

mailto:mwong@santamariaorinda.com


Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
https://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

