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A work within a work

How our labors can build
tabernacles

Pictured: Artist Michael Stehr in the

workspace of the new tabernacle,

blurred for dramatic effect in

anticipation of this weekend's reveal

and blessing!

Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
November 21, 2021

Work is beautiful.

All the work done on our new tabernacle (which will be revealed and
blessed at the 10:30am Mass this Sunday) is certainly a prime example
of this. Each craftsperson, each artisan, each designer; each person who
lifted a saw, a piece of sandpaper, or even a computer mouse was a
worker on a project that is truly an offering to the Father as an earthly
dwelling place for the presence of His Son in our church. What a beautiful
and worthy work.

"Okay, Megan," you may say, "but my work isn't so lofty as all that. I
only [insert usually boring and mildly frustrating task here]."

I get it! Most people experience work as a condemnation, a sort of
inevitable curse you have to bear if you'd like to do such things as
feed your family or have a place to live.

But what if we looked at work differently? What if we approached our own
work as if it were the beautiful and worthy work of building a new
tabernacle?

Because it actually is.

When we approach our work in the spirit of freedom, doing the
work as a gift of self and an offering of time, energy, focus, and
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brainpower to the Lord, then we're building tabernacles. We're
creating spaces for the Lord to dwell here on earth.

When we stop judging our work based on how much others value the end
result and start judging it by the consciousness with which we do it and
offer it to God, we're building tabernacles.

When we realize that while our work can bring us temporary fulfillment
here on earth, earth can never fully sate that desire for fulfillment
(because that rests with God alone), we're building tabernacles.

Jesus said, "My Father is working still, and I am working" (John 5:17).
God continues working in and on human history, and our work is a
part of that, a cooperation in that - in fact, this is another way we
resemble God.

As we, who resemble God, create spaces for that same God to dwell here
on earth, we issue more and more invitations for Him to come live with
us, dwell with us, abide with us. We transform the world with our work,
no matter how humble the immediate task may seem, and by that work,
the Lord transforms our hearts and minds.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Confessionals (indoors; please wear a mask)
Reconciliation also available by appointment

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe

Sunday, November 21, 2021
8:30am | Mass in the Church ( note: Livestream is at 10:30 this Sunday

only)
10:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)

5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

Join us this Sunday in the Church at 8:30am, 10:30am, or 5:00pm for
Mass! We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

If you are unable to join us in person, please note that this week, the
10:30am Mass will be live-streamed instead of the 8:30am Mass
because of the unveiling and blessing of the new tabernacle (see
Thursday's email for details).

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112121.cfm


Service and Outreach

Give a winter coat this
Sunday!

In lieu of our monthly food drive, Social
Justice is holding a Warm Coat Drive for
Children this month! Coats will be given
to the children served by the Oakland
Catholic Worker.

Sunday, November 21
8:00-10:30am
Lower Parking Lot

New and gently-used coats are welcome. Make sure to ask yourself:
"Would my child wear this?" Sizes needed range from toddlers (2T, 3T,
4T), young children (sz 5-12), and younger teens (S, M, L).

Won't be around on the 21st? Bring your coat to the LABELED BOX in the
narthex in advance! Contact Janet Riley or Gail Gabriel with any
questions.

NEW: Get ready for the annual
Knights of Columbus Christmas
Food Boxes!

Every year our KofC organize a food drive for
the Christmas meal for families at St. Peter
Martyr Parish.

Participation is easy - pick up a box after
Mass the weekends of December 5th and
12th, fill them up, and bring them back filled
to the brim before Sunday, December 19!

More details to come; email Andy Giertz for more details.

Food for Thought

NEW: Meet the Navy
veteran who became a
Sister of Life: 'My heart

was made for something
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more'
A Catholic News Agency article by
Katie Yoder

Sister Maris Stella once served her
country. Now, she's dedicating her
life to serving God.
“I served in the Navy and I tasted
many of the good things that this
world had to offer,” Sister Maris
Stella of the Sisters of Life told
CNA. “But I knew my heart was made for something more.”
Her military career began at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md.,
which has an acceptance rate of just 8%. After studying for four years,
she served for five more. Her service journey began on a destroyer as a
gunnery... read more

Prayer and Worship

Advent Prayer Group
with Megan - in person

or on Zoom!

A few years ago, we started an
Advent Parent Bible Study. It's
carried on in various forms
throughout the year since then,
but it's time to get back to our
roots!

All are welcome to join our group (led by Youth Ministry Coordinator
Megan Arteaga) in person or on Zoom Thursdays at 11am starting
the week after Thanksgiving for an Advent Prayer Group. We'll be
using Tsh Oxenreider's "Shadow & Light" as a base resource, which gives
us not only Scripture and prayers, but also music, art, written reflections,
and even journaling prompts!

You don't need to buy the book - just drop in for some prayer, fellowship,
and real life Catholic community!

Want to join us? Just email Megan with questions or for more details.

NEW: Give thanks to God
at our Thanksgiving Day

Mass

Mass on Thanksgiving Day will be
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celebrated at 10am in the Church!

Com join your parish family before
gathering with your family to give
God thanks and praise on this
national day of thanks.

It's getting cold out
there!

Confessions have moved back to
the inside the church confessional
rooms. Our relatively new
confessionals are quite spacious
and provide for confessions either
behind the screen or face to
face. In either case, for the time
being both penitent and priest
wear a mask.

Click here for all the parish-specific COVID-19 updates

Parish Life

NEW: FREE piano concert
featuring prize-winning
concert pianist Bobby

Mitchell

Parishioner Vicki Nakamura of
Rossmoor Realty is sponsoring
this free concert hosted at the
Church of Santa Maria:

Saturday, December 4
7:00pm in the Church

Pianist Bobby Mitchell is
recognized by and has performed
on nearly all continents - and
dazzled Bay Area audiences in
2019 with his contemporary and
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classical repertoire.

He returns to play on our beautiful
and recently refurbished
Bösendorfer piano in the church
this December.

Click here for the official flyer.
Donations to the performer can be
sent here. Call 925-254-5287 for
more information!

NEW: Retrieving your
altarcito pictures

Thank you for placing pictures of
your deceased loved ones on our
parish altarcito during the month
of November. This side niche
becomes a very special and
spiritual location during these
weeks of "Novembering."

If you did bring a picture or memento, we ask that you please come by
the church (open 8am-5pm daily) to retrieve your items before
Friday, November 26. That afternoon, members of our parish Art and
Environment team will be taking down this shrine and preparing the
church for the season of Advent.

NEW: Last three days to
fill out the Parish Survey!

Questions will reflect your spiritual
growth, feedback on your parish's
efforts to help you grow, and give
us information about our
community - and all responses are
confidential!

This survey will help us better
understand the needs of our
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parish and serve as a barometer of parish life so we can put the
results to good use in our work!

To take the survey online, click here!  Paper copies are available in the
Parish Office as well. This survey will be available through November 22.

Good Stewardship

NEW: It's a national
program with local focus,

and we're proud to
support it!

This Sunday's Second Collection is
for the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development. Click here to
learn about its local effects on real
people here in the Diocese of Oakland!

NEW: Let's get creative
with our giving!

The generosity of so many of you
has been a blessing to Santa Maria
parish. There are several ways to
make contributions to our parish,
particularly as we approach
Christmas and the end of the tax
year!

You can save and give at the same time - stocks, bonds, and shares in
mutual funds that have appreciated can be given, and your tax deduction
is for the full market value at the time the credit is given - not just your
original cost for the securities! Contact your financial advisor for
assistance.

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time
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donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't yet
coming to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank
you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, November 21
8:30am: Al Ferreira (D)
10:30am: Al Ferreira (D)
5:00pm: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, November 22
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)

Tuesday, November 23
8:30am: Ann & Henry Blanc (D)

Wednesday, November 24
8:30am: John Rogina (D)

Thursday, November 25
10:00am: Louise Govednik Rogina
(D)

Friday, November 26
8:30am: Louise Govednik Rogina
(D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Claire Bevis,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Brian Kelly,
Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
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Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary
McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert
Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa Pearce,
Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark Ricci,
Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Usrula
Simmons, Scott Treter, Steve Turner,
Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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