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Happy happy, or joy
joy?

Advent continues this
Third Week with our
theme of joy - but is that
the same as happiness?

Pictured: "True happiness is not found

in riches or well-being... or in any

human achievement... but in God

alone, the source of every good and of

all love" (CCC 1723).

Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021

In regular usage, English speakers tend to use the words happy and
joyful interchangeably, and most of the time, that works! But there's a
big difference when we're speaking about the two in the Christian
context.

Happiness is an emotion we experience in response to a situation or
something happening - think of "happy, happenstance." When that
enjoyable situation goes away, or we're faced with hardship, trials, or
tough challenges, happiness disappears.

Joy, on the other hand, is a state of being, a way of life not dependent
upon the passing states and experiences of life but instead related to the
One who is always there, God who is Love and who is always present and
caring for us. As the Psalm says, "fullness of joy in Your presence"
(16:11). Scripture gives us multiple examples of God-dependent joy:

"As soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my
womb leaped for joy." (Luke 1:44, when Mary visits Elizabeth)
"And he made haste and came down, and received him with joy"
(Luke 19:6, when Jesus calls Zacchaeus down from the tree)
"[Even] in much experience of tribulation, they have had abundance
of joy" (2 Cor 8:2, when Paul writes about the Macedonians'
afflictions)
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"Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength" (New 8:10,
when Nehemiah tells the faithful to stop weeping and instead be
joyful when hearing God's law)

Joy is not related to circumstance, but to the ever-true goodness
of God that brings lasting peace. That goodness and love of God is
constant and dependable.

The fleeting emotional experiences of happiness and how much we long
for them to return when we're sad remind us that we're made for more
than this world. Temporal happiness isn't enough to satisfy us, because
we're made for the infinite - God alone can satisfy the longing of our
hearts.

That's why we're joyful this Third Sunday of Advent! The only thing that
can satisfy the longing of our hearts isn't a thing at all, but a loving
Person, and He is come into the world - and with him comes the "joy of
the Lord" that never fails.

So rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel has come to thee, O Israel.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00-4:30pm

Church Confessionals (indoors; please wear a mask)
Reconciliation also available by appointment

The Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 12, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Church ; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

Join us this Sunday in the Church at 8:30am, 10:30am, or 5:00pm for
Mass! We are blessed to be able to celebrate with you.

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

Service and Outreach

Last chance: pick up your
Knights of Columbus Christmas

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121221.cfm


Food Boxes this Sunday!

Every year our KofC organize a food drive for
the Christmas meal for families at St. Peter
Martyr Parish.

Participation is easy - pick up a box after
Mass the weekends of December 5th and
12th, fill them up, and bring them back filled
to the brim before Sunday, December 19!

Email Andy Giertz with questions.

Food for Thought

NEW: Pope Francis
declares Year of St.

Joseph

The infant Christ "came into our
world in a state of great
vulnerability. He needed to be
defended, protected, cared for,
and raised by Joseph" (PC 5). The
humble and often hidden carpenter of Nazareth accompanied Mary in her
pregnancy, assisted at the birth of the Messiah in a stable, presented
Jesus in the Temple, fled with his family far from his homeland to protect
them, and... click here to read more

Prayer and Worship

NEW: Join us for
Christmas Masses

We are happy to announce our
Christmas Mass schedule for 2021.
All Masses will take place in the
church, and masks covering the
nose and mouth must be worn by
all in attendance.

The 10pm Mass on Christmas Eve
will be live-streamed.

Christmas Eve: December 24
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3:00pm | 5:00pm | 10:00pm

Christmas Day: December 25
8:30am | 10:30am

Our Advent Prayer Group
continues this coming

Thursday at 11am!

All are welcome to join our group
(led by Youth Ministry Coordinator
Megan Arteaga) in person or on
Zoom Thursdays at 11am
starting this week for an Advent
Prayer Group.

We'll be using Tsh Oxenreider's "Shadow & Light" as a base resource,
which gives us not only Scripture and prayers, but also music, art, written
reflections, and even journaling prompts!

You don't need to buy the book - just drop into the Parish Office
Conference Room or join us on Zoom for some prayer, fellowship, and
real life Catholic community!

Email Megan with questions or for more details!

Parish Life

NEW: We need poinsettias!

Help us decorate the church for Christmas by bringing
a poinsettia - red, white, or pink; big, small, or
medium!

Please bring these plants to the church during
the week of December 19, as the Art &
Environment Team will be decorating the church the
morning of Thursday, December 23.

More changes to the
church

Pope Francis declared this to be
the year of Saint Joseph.

We thought it would be appropriate
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to have a banner of Saint Joseph in
the church while we prepare the
area behind the banner for the
statue of Saint Joseph. This banner
is a copy of one of our stained
glass windows.

We have a statue of St. Joseph
that will need to be restored. The
platform on which the statue will
sit will also need some work. This
will all take some time, so the
banner will be up for a while.

Also - thank you to the Knights
of Columbus and some of their
sons who gave up some time on
their Saturday morning to move and put away various pieces of
equipment and furnishings, both in the church and at our former outdoor
worship space. You guys are awesome!

Get your rose ready for
this Sunday

This Sunday (December 12) is the
Third Sunday of Advent - Gaudete
Sunday! It's a day of joy in the
midst of the penitential season of
Advent.

To signify this joy, the Church
gives the option to wear "rose"
instead of "violet." You're invited
to show your joy by wearing rose-
colored clothing to Mass on
December 12!

Perhaps you noticed...

The fountain in front of the church
is not working. It stopped working
a while back.

We discovered the circuit breaker
had been tripped, but when we
flipped it back on, smoke appeared
around the pump! That was... not so good!

The pump will have to be replaced. We will hopefully be hearing the
gentle splash of water in the near future.



Good Stewardship

NEW: November Collection
Report

Our Finance Council has determined our
monthly goal for the Sunday Plate. Here is
our total for the month of November:

Goal: $42,000
Total: $48,914

Surplus: $6,914

NEW: Are you over 70.5
years old and have an IRA?

In addition to securities, real estate,
collectibles, and business donations, a
"Qualified Charitable Deduction" is given
to taxpayers over 70.5 years old by
donating all or a portion of an IRA
distribution to the parish! A tax
deduction is given whether you itemize
or not. The administrator must write the check to the parish. Contact
your financial advisor for advice on how to proceed with this option!

The generosity of so many of you has been a blessing to Santa Maria
parish. There are several ways to make contributions to our parish,
particularly as we approach Christmas and the end of the tax year!

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time
donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't yet
coming to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank
you for your planning and your generosity!

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 12
8:30am: J.O. Kirby (D)
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
5:00pm: Anthony Liu (D)

Monday, December 13
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Tuesday, December 14
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Wednesday, December 15
8:30am: Steven O'Brien (D)

Thursday, December 16
10:00am: Stephen Engh (D)

Friday, December 17
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Claire Bevis,
Kylie Bissell, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Kathie Brady, Miguel Briseno, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace Parent
DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora
Enriquez, Anthony Fisher, Emidio
Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia Fox,
Bridget Gallagher, Jennifer Gray, Judy
Gust, Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Aileen
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Patricia McGuire,
Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa
Moya, Robert Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi
Orihuella, Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Brian Riley, Usrula
Simmons, Scott Treter, Steve Turner,
Jean Wells, Faye Young
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Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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