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'Twas the Night
Before Christmas
(The Jesus Version)

A new take on the
Christmas classic

Pictured: Shepherds, animals, and the

Holy Family rest in the cozy glow of the

Christ Child, who lies in a manger. The

Nativity of the Lord, artist unknown

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
December 26, 2021

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas
(The Jesus Version)

‘Twas the time for a census, and all throughout Rome
All of the families were set to go back to their home.
Their loins were girded, robes tied up with care
To make easy the journey from here to there.

St. Joseph was ready with his wife, holy Mary
To set out to Bethlehem with the child that she carried.
When the City of David the family did reach,
No rooms could be found, despite Joseph’s beseech.

The baby was born, and was laid in a manger
And soon was surrounded by things even stranger:

The shepherds were out watching o’er their sheep
when an angel appeared interrupting their sleep.
“Do not be afraid,” the angel cried with joy.
“For to us is born a small baby boy!
“The Messiah, the Lord; here with us is God,
“He’s there in a manger,” they spread word abroad.

A heavenly host then sprang up in the sky,
Singing “Glory to God, in the heavens most high!
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“And peace on the earth, to men of good will,”
And hundreds of prophecies would soon be fulfilled.

But it wasn’t all hope and it wasn’t all glory;
King Herod would soon throw a wrench in the story.
Wise men from the east came to ask for the king,
Myrrh, gold, frankincense were the gifts they would bring.
Herod was scared and called up all the scholars
So they told him what earned all the hoots and the hollers:
A new king of Israel, their nation to guide,
To be all of humanity’s joy and its pride.
So then Herod lied, said he’d go pay his due,
To this small King of Judah, appearing anew.
But the wise men were smart, and heard in their dream
That they shouldn’t return due to Herod’s mean scheme. 

So the baby would live, and would be raised on high,
And for everyone, everywhere, would live and would die.

But though death looked so final, it was not as it seemed:
He died out of love, and our souls he redeemed.
Then he was raised up, as the end of the story
And forever we tell of His mercy and glory.

So to Father and Son and to Spirit we pray
Merry Christmas to all, on this most holy day.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Christmas Eve
Friday, December 24, 2021

3:00pm | Mass with Children's Choir in the Church
5:00pm | Mass with Teen Choir in the Church

10:00pm | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
Read the Christmas Readings

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Church ; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
Read the Christmas Readings

The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph
Sunday, December 26, 2021

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
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congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

Service and Outreach

NEW: Walk with
Santa Maria at the
Walk for Life West
Coast

Join us for the January 22nd
Walk for Life West Coast in
San Francisco - America's
second largest pro-life
event!

The Walk begins at the Civic Center Plaza at 12:30pm and will proceed
down Market Street to Justin Herman Plaza.

Save the date - details to come!

A Christmas Message
from the Social Justice
Team

This Christmas 2021, we rejoice
for the 760 bags of food, 114
children's coats, 128 pairs
of socks, 75 blankets, 32
bags of diapers and wipes,
27 bags of cleaning
supplies, and a partridge in
a pear tree that Santa Maria
parishioners brought and
donated around the Diocese.
(Okay, we're just kidding about that partridge.)

We rejoice for the... click here to read more

NEW: Merry
Christmas and many
thanks from the
Knights of
Columbus!
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We wish you a most blessed
Christmas and a joy-filled
New Year! God bless the
Parishioners and Pastoral
Team of Santa Maria.

Thank you for your
generous donations of
Christmas food boxes to St.
Peter Martyr - only a few of
the many boxes are
pictured here!

From,
The Knights of Columbus of Santa Maria

Interested in becoming a Knight? Contact Grand Knight Dean Akazawa for
more information!

Are you looking for
a new position that
will also serve your
local community?

Lumen Christi Academies is
searching for a Recruitment
Family Coordinator to
broaden parent
engagement, connect and
collaborate with he
community, and streamline recruitment efforts across the whole network
of LCA schools.

Click here for more information on the position.

Lunch volunteers
are needed for
January 2022!

Social Justice is looking for
parishioners to make 3-4
lunches each for the women
at Friendly Manor in
Concord:

January 7: 2 volunteers +
1 driver to deliver to
Oakland
January 21: 2 volunteers + 1 driver to deliver to Oakland
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Lunches consist of a sandwich, chips, fruit, and a healthy snack.

Please contact Janet Riley or Gail Gabriel if you want to help!

Food for Thought

NEW: So was Jesus
Christ Born on December
25 after all?
A The Stream article by Al Perrotta

Over the course of our journey to
Bethlehem, we have dispatched
the familiar notion that Christians
stole December 25th from the
pagans. We have discovered that
decades before the creation of the Sol Invictus festival, Christians were
fixing on December 25th for the Nativity. First, based on Hebrew tradition
of tying birth dates to death deaths. And second, by connecting the birth
of Jesus to the winter solstice.

We’ve also discovered that no records show either the early Church
changing its... click here to read more

This article is the 4th part of a five-part series, "Born on Christmas Day."
Click here for the whole series.

Prayer and Worship

NEW: Blessing and
hanging of the Baptism

of Jesus carving

On January 9, the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord, we will be
blessing and unveiling the hand-
carved image of the Baptism of
the Lord.

Keep an eye out in the bulletin for more details on the carving that will be
unveiled - we're looking forward to sharing its story with you!

Join us for the Solemnity
of Mary, Mother of God
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On the first day of the calendar
year, the Church celebrates Mary
as the Mother of God.

Because Mary found favor with
God, his Son took the flesh of
Mary - it is in thanks to her that
Jesus is fully human (with flesh
like ours, except for sin), and also
fully divine.

This solemnity is usually a Holy
Day of Obligation, but since it falls on a Saturday, the obligation to attend
Mass is lifted.

Mass will be celebrated at 10am in the Church!

Parish Life

NEW: Would you like to join
our parish family?

If you picked up this bulletin as a paper
copy from church, had it forwarded to you
by a friend, or are reading it on our
website, did you know you can get one like
it emailed straight to your inbox every
Friday?

Registering as a Santa Maria parishioner will do that - and much more!
You'll get updates about parish life, the Christmas and Easter letters,
funeral announcements, reminders to register for parish programs, and
invitations to parish events!

Click here to join our parish family and register at Santa Maria!

St. Joseph Shrine Updates

Now that the Tabernacle has been moved
from the side altar, we will begin the
process of refurbishing the area for the
statue of Saint Joseph.

We hope to begin work in mid-January
- we have identified a sculptor who will
hopefully be able to restore the damaged
statue that we have in storage, and also
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an artist who can do restorative painting.
A carpenter will do the finish work on the
wood platform.

Some of you have asked about making a
donation to help defray the costs involved.
Yo can do so anytime between now and
mid-January! Before the completion of the
altar podium, the names of the donors, or
those in whose honor or memory the
donation is made, will be placed inside the
altar beneath the statue to be known only
to God (and Saint Joseph).

Parish Office closed for
Christmas and New

Year's holidays

The Parish Office will be closed
on Friday, Christmas Eve, and
Friday, New Year's Eve, in
observance of the Christmas and
New Year's holidays,
respectively.

We'll still be celebrating all the Masses, though - 3pm, 5pm, and 10pm on
Christmas Eve, and 8:30am on New Year's Eve (all in the church)!

There will be NO 8:30am Mass on Friday, December 24. There will also be
NO Confessions on Saturday, December 25 or Saturday, January 1.

Good Stewardship

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time
donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't yet
coming to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank
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you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 26
8:30am: Joe Villard (D)
10:30am: Robert Singer (D)
5:00pm: Alfred Ferreira (D)

Monday, December 27
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)

Tuesday, December 28
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Wednesday, December 29
8:30am: Claire Bevis (D)

Thursday, December 30
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Friday, December 31
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Saturday, January 1
10:00am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kylie Bissell,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Mason Kelly,
Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk,
Lawrence Knapp, Carol Koupus, Patricia
McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
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mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey,
Brian Riley, Usrula Simmons, Scott
Treter, Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye
Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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