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Happy New Year -
Take Two

Catholics' second chance
at a new year

Pictured: Happy New Year 2022!

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 2, 2022

By this time of the year, Middle School Youth Group's New Year's Party is
long past, in ancient history - we celebrated that on the First Sunday of
Advent.

The secular new year is like "new year, take two" for Catholics - another
chance to begin again, another opportunity to turn the calendar, another
cycle of seasons both weather-wise and liturgical, and it comes only about
a month on the heels of the last one.

And then, of course, if your new year's resolutions fail by February, fret
not - Lent starts the first week of March and you've yet another chance to
change your life for good!

If you didn't notice, we Catholics seem to be rather big fans of new
beginnings. We not only have a whole season for the beginning of our
liturgical year (Advent), but we also celebrate a Holy Day of Obligation at
the beginning of the secular year (for Mary, Mother of God), then have a-
whole-nother season focusing on the renewal of our lives and and return
to the Lord (Lent) before celebrating yet another season of literal new life
in Christ (Easter).

Now, if that isn't generous and merciful, I don't know what is! Look how
many chances we get to start over! Look how many opportunities we're
given to take a loving but honest look at our lives and see what could be
better! Look how many Sundays we're gifted with readings, music, and

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://walkforlifewc.com
https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2021/12/15/notre-dame-restorations-et-le-moi/
https://santamariaorinda.com/registration
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
https://kbmhawaii.com
mailto:monique.mccool@compass.com


prayers to help us reflect on the new lives we've been given in the Lord
who just came to the world!

So on this Epiphany Sunday, as the magi finally reach the Holy Family
(who have by now, according to Matthew, moved to a "house") and gift
their mystical presents upon the Christ Child, we can also ask ourselves:
what new beginning can we gift the Lord this time around? What has God
been tugging at our hearts to re-start or re-boot in our lives that we can
offer to Him?

Let's make some changes worthy of throwing a party for.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday, January 2, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

Service and Outreach

NEW: Can you
donate a silent
auction item for
Hope Solutions'
Ruby Slippers
Gala?

Donate an item or Auction
Basket with your
community to support this
life-changing event!

Hope Solutions requests a
variety of fun and exciting
packages with values
starting at $250 by
Friday, February 4, 2022. Basket inspiration ideas include:
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Hiking enthusiast/outdoor explorer
Sports super-fan
Cocktail kit/wine and brewery connoisseur
Movie lover
Food aficionado
Family adventure
Home Improvement/Ultimate DIY-er

To learn more or to donate, contact Victoria Hernandez.

Walk with Santa
Maria at the Walk
for Life West Coast

Join us for the January 22nd
Walk for Life West Coast in
San Francisco - America's
second largest pro-life
event!

The Walk begins at the Civic
Center Plaza at 12:30pm and will proceed down Market Street to Justin
Herman Plaza.

Save the date - details to come!

Updated: Lunch
volunteers are
needed for this
month!

Social Justice is looking for
parishioners to make 3-4
lunches each for the women
at Friendly Manor in
Concord:

January 21: 1 volunteer

Lunches consist of a sandwich, chips, fruit, and a healthy snack.

Please contact Janet Riley or Gail Gabriel if you want to help!

Food for Thought

NEW: Notre Dame,
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Restorations, et le Moi
A The Catholic Thing Article by
Robert Royal

I used to travel to Paris fairly
often about twenty years ago for
academic and professional
reasons. For I don’t know how
long, the inside of Notre Dame
back then was all but invisible
behind a bewildering maze of
scaffolding as various parts of the interior were being restored (all that,
of course, years before the recent fire). But you still visited the cathedral
whenever you were in Paris because it was... Notre Dame de Paris.

One evening after a day of work, I ducked in briefly. Evening prayer was
underway near the main altar. I joined the group, about twenty people.
Afterward, the priest asked... click here to read more

Prayer and Worship

Blessing and hanging of
the Baptism of Jesus

carving

On January 9, the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord, we will be
blessing and unveiling the hand-
carved image of the Baptism of
the Lord.

Keep an eye out in the bulletin for more details on the carving that will be
unveiled - we're looking forward to sharing its story with you!

Join us for the Solemnity
of Mary, Mother of God

On the first day of the calendar
year, the Church celebrates Mary
as the Mother of God.

Because Mary found favor with
God, his Son took the flesh of
Mary - it is in thanks to her that
Jesus is fully human (with flesh
like ours, except for sin), and also
fully divine.
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This solemnity is usually a Holy Day of Obligation, but since it falls on a
Saturday, the obligation to attend Mass is lifted.

Mass will be celebrated at 10am in the Church!

Parish Life

Would you like to join our
parish family?

If you picked up this bulletin as a paper
copy from church, had it forwarded to you
by a friend, or are reading it on our
website, did you know you can get one like
it emailed straight to your inbox every
Friday?

Registering as a Santa Maria parishioner will do that - and much more!
You'll get updates about parish life, the Christmas and Easter letters,
funeral announcements, reminders to register for parish programs, and
invitations to parish events!

Click here to join our parish family and register at Santa Maria!

Parish Office closed for
New Year's holiday

The Parish Office will be closed
on Friday, New Year's Eve, in
observance of the New Year's
holiday.

We'll still be celebrating the
8:30am Mass on New Year's Eve
and 10am Mass on New Year's Day!

Please note there will be NO confessions on Saturday, January 1.

Good Stewardship

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
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any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using
Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't yet
coming to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank
you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, January 2
8:30am: Yau Lin Liu (D)
10:30am: Father Jerry Kennedy (D)
5:00pm: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, January 3
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Tuesday, January 4
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)

Wednesday, January 5
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Thursday, January 6
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Friday, January 7
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kylie Bissell,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
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rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Mason Kelly,
Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk,
Lawrence Knapp, Carol Koupus, Patricia
McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey,
Brian Riley, Usrula Simmons, Scott
Treter, Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye
Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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