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An invitation at the
doors

We reveal and bless the
new hand carving of the
Baptism of Jesus this
Sunday at 10:30am

Pictured: The carving will hang in the

cabinet near the main doors of the

church - and also near the Baptismal Font!

The Baptism of the Lord
January 9, 2022

This coming Sunday is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord - and while
some may like to think of Jesus being baptized as a baby like many of us
were, the Scriptures tell us he was a grown man when his cousin John
baptized him in the Jordan River.

This is an iconic moment in the Gospels - for all three synoptic Gospels,
this baptism marks the beginning of Jesus' public ministry. As it did for
Jesus, so too does our own baptism send us out to proclaim the Good
News to the world! That's why this Sunday, we will bless the new hand-
carved relief sculpture of the Baptism of Jesus, which will be located in
the cabinet by the main doors to the church - appropriately, right near
the Baptismal Font.

When Father George was in Rome in February 2020 with Bishop Barber
(for Bishop's meetings with the various congregations of the Roman Curia
and the Pope), he happened to walk into the Church of San Giovanni
Battista dei Fiorentini and saw a beautiful marble sculpture of the
Baptism of Jesus. The sculptor of this circa 1665 original was Francesco
Mochi, a student of Gian Lorenzo Bernini (yes, that Bernini!). This
sculpture inspired the carving we will place in its niche this Sunday.

Our relief was hand-carved in Vietnam by a woodcarver, Thê Nam. (This
is the same artisan who has carved all the gold leaf panels in our Restore
and Renew project.) Amazingly, Nam converted the original sculpture into
a relief using only the few photos Father George had sent him from his
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trip to Rome. Clearly, he has a beautiful gift for artistry.

It is our prayer that as you pass by or take the time to meditate on this
carving of the Baptism of Jesus, you, too, are inspired to begin your
public ministry upon leaving the doors of the church.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

The blessing of this carving will take place at the 10:30am Mass this
Sunday. Please make every effort to come on time so as not to miss the
brief blessing. If you do arrive while the blessing is in progress, please
remain in the narthex until it concludes.

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm | Church Confessional

The Baptism of the Lord
Sunday, January 9, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church

Blessing of the Baptism of Jesus Carving before the 10:30am Mass
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
all while indoors, regardless of vaccination status.

Service and Outreach

NEW: Social Justice Updates

We recently found out that Friendly Manor
in Oakland is temporarily closed while
some major plumbing issues are fixed.
Hence, we will not be providing lunches
for the months of January and February.
(Please note the women residents have
been moved to temporary housing while
these repairs take place.)

We appreciate all of the volunteers who have provided healthy lunches
over the past couple of years, as well as those delivering them! Your
kindness is very much appreciated by the women at Friendly Manor.

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010922.cfm


Can you donate a
silent auction item
for Hope
Solutions' Ruby
Slippers Gala?

Donate an item or Auction
Basket with your
community to support this
life-changing event!

Hope Solutions requests a
variety of fun and exciting
packages with values
starting at $250 by
Friday, February 4, 2022.
Basket inspiration ideas
include:

Hiking enthusiast/outdoor explorer
Sports super-fan
Cocktail kit/wine and brewery connoisseur
Movie lover
Food aficionado
Family adventure
Home Improvement/Ultimate DIY-er

To learn more or to donate, contact Victoria Hernandez.

Walk with Santa
Maria at the Walk
for Life West Coast

Join us for the January 22nd
Walk for Life West Coast in
San Francisco - America's
second largest pro-life
event!

The Walk begins at the Civic
Center Plaza at 12:30pm and will proceed down Market Street to Justin
Herman Plaza.

Email Megan if you're interested in joining us!

Food for Thought

mailto:vhernandez@hopesolutions.org
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Notre Dame,
Restorations, et le Moi
A The Catholic Thing Article by
Robert Royal

I used to travel to Paris fairly
often about twenty years ago for
academic and professional
reasons. For I don’t know how
long, the inside of Notre Dame
back then was all but invisible
behind a bewildering maze of scaffolding as various parts of the interior
were being restored (all that, of course, years before the recent fire). But
you still visited the cathedral whenever you were in Paris because it
was... Notre Dame de Paris.

One evening after a day of work, I ducked in briefly. Evening prayer was
underway near the main altar. I joined the group, about twenty people.
Afterward, the priest asked... click here to read more

Prayer and Worship

NEW: Blessing of the Baptism
of Jesus Carving Sunday at the

10:3am Mass

This Sunday as we celebrate the Baptism
of Jesus, we will be blessing and hanging
the new hand carving depicting this event!
(See main article above for details on the
carving.)

Sunday, January 9
Start of the 10:30am Mass

If you attend the 10:30am Mass, please make every effort to come on
time this Sunday so as not to miss the brief blessing. If you do arrive
while the blessing is in progress, please remain in the narthex until it
concludes.

NEW: Did you know we still
have the High Noon Rosary on

Thursdays?

Each Thursday at noon, a small group
gathers on Zoom to pray the Rosary
together for your intentions.

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/2021/12/15/notre-dame-restorations-et-le-moi/


Would you like to be added to the email
list to receive a weekly reminder about
praying the Rosary? Click here to email
Megan and request to be added!

Parish Life

NEW: Parish life also
happens OFF parish

property!

Did you know that every week, Holy
Communion is shared with the faithful
who are convalescing at the Orinda
Care Center?

Did you know that every month, both a Rosary and either a Mass or
Communion Service are celebrated at Orinda Senior Village, to which all
residents are invited?

And did you know that there are yet others who are homebound or ill who
receive calls, cards, and/or visits from parishioners just like you who keep
them connected to parish life and offer a hand in friendship?

This is all part of our beautiful Pastoral Care Ministry program, under the
loving guidance of Sr. Magdalene. If you feel the Holy Spirit calling you to
be a part of this program, please contact Sister today!

Good Stewardship

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time
donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your offering.

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
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If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't yet
coming to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank
you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, January 9
8:30am: Tom & Stephen O'Brien
(D)
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
5:00pm: Betsy Korte (D)

Monday, January 10
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Tuesday, January 11
8:30am: Intentions of Imelda Jovel

Wednesday, January 12
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)

Thursday, January 13
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Friday, January 14
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To

request a Mass Intention, please contact
Mirna in the Parish Office by email or at

925-254-2426

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kylie Bissell,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Kathie Brady,
Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen, Fred
Chavaria, Grace Parent DeBoot, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam
Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Judy Gust, Mason Kelly,
Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk,
Lawrence Knapp, Carol Koupus, Patricia
McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase

http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9
mailto:mwong@santamariaorinda.com


mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey,
Brian Riley, Carl Robinson, Usrula
Simmons, Scott Treter, Steve Turner,
Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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