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"A light shines in the
darkness..."

The beauty of the
sanctuary lamp and the
reason it shines

Pictured: Our sanctuary lamp glows in a

darkened church, lighting the way to

Our Lord who is truly present here

The First Sunday of Lent
March 6, 2022

"A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it."
~John 1:5

One of my favorite privileges of being on our parish staff is the ability to
enter the church at night after it's been locked up, and sit on the floor in
front of the Blessed Sacrament with only the gentle glow of the sanctuary
lamp to guide my way. It's so quiet, so peaceful, and so dark that I can
almost imagine I'm at the beginning of Creation again, just me and the
Lord, everything ready to spring out of the darkness and do His will at His
word - and when I go out, the world will be made new. Out of the
darkness comes the light, and out of the light, life.

Now, you already know I love a good metaphor, and I've got to give
credit to the Church where it's due - this one is just *chef's kiss* perfect.

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (a fun read for anyone who
enjoys obscure liturgical fun facts) states, "In accordance with traditional
custom, near the tabernacle a special lamp, fueled by oil or wax, should
shine permanently to indicate the presence of Christ and honor it" (316).
The light of this lamp shines faithfully in the darkness of the church as it
both mirrors and points to the eternal Light shining in our world in the
tabernacle.

No matter what parish you visit, this special lamp will always be burning
somewhere near the tabernacle,* like a very fancy porch light for the
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Lord as I like to tell the kids. "Light's on; Jesus is home!"

We're reminded again that the enduring presence - the Body, Blood,
Soul, and Divinity - of Our Lord Jesus Christ is truly there with us. It's not
a symbol. It's not a metaphor. Symbols and metaphors don't have their
presence announced. People do.

This weekend, you may notice that our usual sanctuary lamp has
disappeared and another taken its place - fear not, it shall return! It is
currently being cleaned, refinished, and refurbished after over 50 years
as part of our Restore and Renew campaign for the church building, and
will be returned to its rightful place upon completion.

So fret not - Our Lord is home, and that sacred porch light will be on and
calling us as always to prayer that "the heart of Jesus, in the Most
Blessed Sacrament, be praised, adored, and loved with grateful affection,
at every moment, in all the tabernacles of the world, even to the end of
time. Amen."

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

* There is one special exception to the "always" burning statement - do you know what it is?

Scroll down to the section below our Bulletin Sponsors for the answer!

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm | Church Confessional

The First Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 6, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
those who are not fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who
are fully vaccinated.

COVID-19 Updates

Diocesan mask mandate
update changes policy for

Masses, office visits
effective 2/16
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The following applies to all who
worship, work, volunteer, or attend
parish events in our parish and
around the Diocese of Oakland:

Masses and Worship Services
Individuals who are vaccinated
are not required to wear a
mask indoors.
Anyone who is unvaccinated
must continue to wear a mask
indoors.
Some may wish to continue wearing a mask indoors, and it should
not be assumed that they are not vaccinated.

Parish Office and Indoor Meetings
Vaccinated employees and volunteers will not be required to wear a
mask indoors.
Unvaccinated employees and volunteers who do not provide proof of
vaccination will be required to always wear a mask while indoors.
Visitors may remove their mask indoors if they show proof of
vaccination.

Lenten Opportunities

Why do we practice
fasting and abstinence?

Fasting is a powerful and beautiful
way of living out penance and self-
denial, both important realities in our
Christian life. Still, we should always
remember that at the heart of it all
is charity.

Click here to read more about these
Lenten disciplines and why we do
them!

NEW: Celebrate the
Sacrament of

Reconciliation this Lent

In addition to the regularly
scheduled time of 4-4:30pm in the
Church, we will be offering the
Sacrament of Reconciliation the
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following dates and times:

Saturday, April 9: 10-11am ||
4-4:30pm
Monday, April 11: 10-11am ||
7:30-8pm
Tuesday, April 12: 7:30-8pm

Please note there will be no
Confessions on Saturday, March 12
or on Holy Saturday.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (or Confession, or Penance) is a beautiful
way to "reconcile" yourself with the Lord - reconnect by removing the sin
that stands between yourself and God. It not only clears your heart and
soul, but also your vision to help you live better going forward!

Stations of the Cross

We will be commemorating Jesus'
last steps before his death at the
Stations of the Cross each Friday
during the season of Lent.

Join us at 9am (following the 8:30am
Mass) on Fridays in the church beginning March 4 and continuing through
Lent, with the exception of Good Friday. On Good Friday, we will
celebrate the Stations of the Cross at 7:30pm.

Parish Life

NEW: Mark your calendar -
Easter Mass Times

In order to best fulfill the needs of our
parish community and in an attempt to
offer Mass times that help distribute the
crowds, we have decided on the
following schedule for Easter Masses:

The Great Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 16 || 8:00pm
Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 17 || 8am || 9:30am || 11:00am

Please note the shift in times for the Easter Sunday Masses, and that
there is NO 5pm Sunday Mass on Easter Sunday.



You are welcome to join us for any of the above Masses for Easter, but
we recommend in particular joining us for the Great Easter Vigil (which,
incidentally, "counts" for Easter Sunday). It's a unique Mass full of
history, tradition, story, and beauty unlike any other liturgy - and you get
to hold a candle! If you prefer to avoid the crowds in particular, this will
be the best option for you.

NEW: Farewell gathering for
Tony

Save the date: we'll be gathering after
the 5pm Sunday Mass on March 13
to say thank you and farewell to Tony!

Tony Millette, our Director of Liturgy
and Music, has decided to leave his
position here at Santa Maria after 30
years of service to our parish.

Tony plans to spend some time seeking a position in which he can use
the varied skills and talents honed in his years in parish ministry, and I
have no doubt that his abilities and gifts will be put to good use in his
next endeavor.

I know all of you will join me in thanking Tony for his dedicated service,
and wish him all the best in the future. Tony will remain with us for the
next several weeks as we transition into Lent.

Let's go to the beach!

Youth Ministry is so stoked for our
annual LinC Retreat at Camp St. Francis!
Hosted by St. Charles Borromeo in
Livermore, this has been one of our
favorite retreats for years - and not just
for the beach and the traditional
Saturday tri-tip dinner.

Retreats are the best way to learn about yourself, learn about the Lord,
and learn about life. You'll hear real stories from real people, dive into the
ultimate story of Christ's love, and connect more deeply with the story of
your life.

Arrival is 9am on Saturday at Camp St. Francis (2320 Sumner Ave,
Aptos)
Pick-up is 12:30pm on Sunday

To RSVP, send in the completed Permission Slip and $160 check made out
to Church of Santa Maria to Confirmation sessions this Sunday!

https://files.constantcontact.com/8e4ef72cff/eedf981a-b9d4-471b-a21d-53777ef00d87.pdf?rdr=true


Service and Outreach

NEW: Youth Ministry
hosts a virtual baby

supplies drive

Youth Ministry teen leader Claire
Woods is on a mission.

In Claire's words, "I fell in love with
Baby2Baby’s clear, important
message of helping impoverished children in the United States. I believe
all children need and deserve adequate resources and experiences, and
Baby2Baby works to provide those things to those who need them most.
I’ve seen how quickly the Santa Maria parish mobilizes to gather
resources for those who need them and wanted to encourage the Youth
Ministry families to participate in social justice once again."

Baby2Baby provides children in poverty with diapers, hygiene products,
and all the essentials they need to lead healthy, happy lives. If you would
like, you and your families can help further our Catholic mission of
helping those in need by donating. All goods purchased on the registry
are shipped to the Baby2Baby warehouse so they can be distributed.

You are also welcome to share the registry with anyone else you’d like to
donate!

Did you participate? Share some feedback with us - click here for a quick
3-question survey!

Food for Thought

NEW: Russia's invasion
'will probably call for
martyrdom,' leader of
US Ukrainian Catholics

warns
A Catholic News Agency article by
Joe Bukuras

The head of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church in the United States says
the Russian invasion of Ukraine “will probably call for martyrdom.”

Reacting to the rapid pace of developments on the first day of Russia’s
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attack, Archbishop Borys Gudziak, the archeparch of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, told CNA on Feb. 24 that the
“unthinkable is possible” for the Church in Ukraine, calling Russian
President Vladimir Putin a “sociopath” who is “leading his own country
and neighbors into an abyss.” 

Born in New York to Ukrainian immigrants, Gudziak led several... read
more

NEW: Things to know
about the Catholic
Church in Ukraine

A Catholic News Agency article

Though most of Ukraine's
population is Eastern Orthodox,
Catholics are among those
suffering amid Russia's invasion of
the country. Russian military
entered Ukraine at several points
on Thursday, and missile strikes on military targets and cities were also
reported.

Here is what to know about Ukraine's Catholic population:  read more

St. Anthony and the Lost
Wedding Ring

A First Things article by John
Soriano

When I got the call in July 1993
that Dad had been diagnosed with
Multiple Myeloma (MM), I was on
vacation with my family in
Florida. I had no idea what MM
was, but I soon found out. And I
was devastated.

MM is a rare blood cancer that mostly targets men in their 60s. An MM
diagnosis in 1993 was tantamount to a death sentence for all, rich and
poor alike. Sam Walton, the founder of Wal-Mart, had succumbed to MM
the previous year. The doctors gave Dad two to three years, tops. They
were on target: Dad died a little over two years later, at age... read more

Good Stewardship

We reached our Bishop's
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Appeal Goal! Good job,
Santa Maria!

Thank you to the 68 parishioners who
made both outright gifts and pledges in
our parish's name to the 2021 Bishop's
Appeal, "Rebuild My Church."

We have reached 100.39% of our
goal of $34,700 from our parish to help offset the costs of Diocesan
programs like FACE, ethnic pastoral centers, clergy formation, and priest
retirement, to name a few.

It is because of parishioners like you that we are able to support the work
that furthers Christ's mission in the Diocese of Oakland!

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time
donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't yet
coming to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank
you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, March 6
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Kathie Brady (D)
5:00pm: Intentions of Tony Millette

Monday, March 7
8:30am: Loc Phan (D)

Tuesday, March 8
8:30am: Tom O'Brien III (D)

Wednesday, March 9
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:
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Thursday, March 10
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)

Friday, March 11
8:30am: Dick Cummings (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours
QUESTION: What is the exception
to the "sanctuary lamp is always
burning" rule?

ANSWER: Good Friday! After the
Last Supper on Holy Thursday, the
Body of Christ is no longer present
in the church - so the lamp is
extinguished and the door to the
tabernacle left open. It is relit upon
His triumphant return for Easter at
the Great Easter Vigil.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Tony Millette
Liturgy and Music
tmillette@santamariaorinda.com x303

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kylie Bissell,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace
Parent DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Jennifer Gray,
Gregory Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason
Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry
Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol Koupus,
Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim
M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

For the Deceased:
Judy Gust

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.
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Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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