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Sheep husbandry for
Catholics

On the Bishop's Appeal
theme of "Feed my lambs,
feed my sheep"

Pictured: Sheep farming involves more

than the cute little lambs - you can't

forget the rams and ewes!

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
April 3, 2022

This Sunday, we kick off the annual Bishop's Appeal campaign, and it's
got a new theme this year: "Feed my lambs, feed my sheep." This theme
comes from almost the very end of John's Gospel, at one of Jesus' last
post-resurrection appearances to His disciples - right after their famous
charcoal fire fish-and-bread breakfast on the beach.

John writes that when they'd finished breakfast, Jesus asked Peter three
times if Peter loved him, and after hearing each affirmative answer ("You
know I do!"), told him, three separate times, to feed his sheep.

Now, first this counteracts Peter's threefold denial of Jesus earlier (around
a different charcoal fire in the courtyard during Jesus' trial). It also, with
its repetitive nature, strongly shares that call to 'feed my lambs' that
Jesus gives to Peter.

The 30,000 foot view of this passage teaches us that we are the flock
Jesus guides, and that Peter (and, by extension, each of his successors)
has the responsibility to shepherd us here on earth. Shepherding involves
feeding, pasturing, sheltering, leading, shearing, medical care, protecting,
and guiding - among other things!

Bishop Barber, as the shepherd of our Diocese, has been entrusted with
the metaphorical versions of these duties for the "sheep" of the Diocese
(that would be us!). He tells us that "feed my lambs, feed my sheep" not
only references the primary feeding found in Holy Communion, "but it
also extends to the ministries of instruction, catechism, schools, and
charities; feeding people with the Word of God, feeding people with the

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
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truth of the Catholic faith, feeding people with pastoral care."

I hope that this year you are inspired to participate in that call to care for
the stubborn rams, the fattened sheep, and the tiny lambs, and give
generously to our local shepherd's appeal to carry out this commandment
of Jesus.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm | Church Confessional

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Sunday, April 3, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
those who are not fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who
are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

NEW: YouTube practice video
for Children's Choir

Do you know a kid who won't stop
singing?

Or maybe one who taps out the rhythm
to songs on anything within their reach?

Maybe you've got a complete ham on your hands always ready to step up
and entertain the crowds?

Children's Choir is the place for them!

Watch the video (click the photo for the link) to practice your two songs
for Easter Sunday's 9:00am Mass, and come to rehearsal from 3:30-4pm
on Monday, April 11!

Contact Megan for more information.

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/040322-YearC.cfm
mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com


The search for a music
director

We have begun the process to search for
a Director of Music. So far, this is what
has transpired:

In consultation with the HR
department of the diocese and the
Diocesan Director of Liturgy and Music, a job description has been
created.
The position opening has been posted on the National Association of
Pastoral Musicians' website and the employment opportunities page
for the Diocese of Oakland. We have begun to receive some
expressions of interest, and applications have been sent to would-be
applicants.
Father George will assemble a small committee of parishioners to
serve as an interview and recommendation committee. He has
already met with the choir and asked them to give him the name of
one choir member to serve on this committee.
Megan Arteaga has generously agreed to serve as Interim Director
of Music while we search for a permanent director.

Let's hope we find a capable candidate very soon!

On the path to canonization

Devotion to the Saints is a hallmark of our
Catholic faith. They are our fellow
Christians who have followed Jesus in an
extraordinary way, and now join their
fellow Christians in heaven.

There is a rather sophisticated and
involved process that proceeds in stages
toward the possible canonization of a candidate, including study of their
lives, interviews of those who knew them, analysis of their writings,
verification of medically unexplained cures, and more - all of which, if
approved and verified, are viewed as God's "seal of approval" that the
candidate is indeed in heaven and intercedes on behalf of others.

We have been invited to participate in the last stage of the process:
Sister Maria Fortunata Viti, a Benedictine Sister, has been put forward
on the path to possible canonization. An outstanding feature of her life
was her simplicity and the humility with which she served God.

Prayer cards are available in the Narthex, inviting people to pray through
her intercession for a particular favor. If you are interested, please feel
free to pick one up!

https://oakdiocese.org/documents/2022/3/Music Director I Job Description Non Exempt.pdf
https://oakdiocese.org/employment-opportunities


Mark your calendar - Easter
Mass Times

In order to best fulfill the needs of our
parish community and in an attempt to
offer Mass times that help distribute the
crowds, we have decided on the
following schedule for Easter Masses:

The Great Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 16 || 8:00pm
Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 17 || 8am || 9:30am || 11:00am

Please note the shift in times for the Easter Sunday Masses, and
that there is NO 5pm Sunday Mass on Easter Sunday.

You are welcome to join us for any of the above Masses for Easter, but
we recommend in particular joining us for the Great Easter Vigil (which,
incidentally, "counts" for Easter Sunday). It's a unique Mass full of
history, tradition, story, and beauty unlike any other liturgy - and you get
to hold a candle! If you prefer to avoid the crowds in particular, this will
be the best option for you.

Lenten Opportunities

Celebrate the Sacrament
of Reconciliation this Lent

In addition to the regularly
scheduled time of 4-4:30pm in the
Church, we will be offering the
Sacrament of Reconciliation the
following dates and times:

Saturday, April 9: 10-11am
(cancelled due to Holy Week rehearsals ) || 4-4:30pm
Monday, April 11: 10-11am || 7:30-8pm
Tuesday, April 12: 7:30-8pm

Please note there will be no Confessions on Holy Saturday.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (or Confession, or Penance) is a beautiful
way to "reconcile" yourself with the Lord - reconnect by removing the sin
that stands between yourself and God. It not only clears your heart and
soul, but also your vision to help you live better going forward!



Stations of the Cross

We will be commemorating Jesus'
last steps before his death at the
Stations of the Cross each Friday
during the season of Lent.

Join us at 9am (following the 8:30am
Mass) on Fridays in the church
beginning March 4 and continuing through Lent, with the exception of
Good Friday. On Good Friday, we will celebrate the Stations of the Cross
at 7:30pm.

Service and Outreach

NEW: Knights' Blood
Drive Cancelled

Last week, we announced the
Knights of Columbus' annual Good
Friday Blood Drive.

Unfortunately, due to the lack of
staffing that provider Vitalant
suffers from, they told the Knights
they are sadly unable to provide a
Bloodmobile for our drive at this
time.

The Knights are looking into
alternatives, so keep the Blood
Drive in your prayers!

UPDATE: Wow, that's a lot of
baby supplies!

Youth Ministry peer leader Claire Woods
asked, and you definitely answered the
call!

Last month Youth Ministry participated in a baby supplies drive supporting
the organization Baby2Baby, which provides children in poverty with
diapers, hygiene products, and all the essentials they need to lead
healthy, happy lives.

Thanks to your help and support, we provided 2,599 basic baby
essentials to the children and families Baby2Baby serves! Thank you



again!

Around the Community

Tomorrow: Day of Prayer for
Peace at Queen of Heaven

Cemetery

"Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my
supplications: in thy faithfulness answer
me, and in they righteousness."

Psalm 143 urges us to seek the Lord in
prayer - He alone can bring love and
concord to the nations of the world.

Queen of Heaven Cemetery is hosting a day of prayer for peace on
Saturday, April 2 - drop in any time between 8am and 5pm to pray
to stop the atrocities in the Ukraine and beyond. Come for the whole day
or just stop by:

8:00am: Chapel open and available for silent prayer
11:00am: Mass
12:00pm: Hospitality and Catholic Relief Services donation
opportunity
12:20pm: Outdoor Stations of the Cross
2:00pm: Rosary
3:00pm: Chaplet of Divine Mercy
4:45pm: Closing Prayer

Looking for a unique way
to go deeper into

experience of Holy Week?

Whether you're looking for a
profound Holy Week experience or
are seeking beautiful, historically
accurate performances of stunning
Baroque music, this will be a
memorable musical occasion!

Voci Women's Vocal Ensemble will be joined by Jubilate Baroque
Orchestra playing on period instruments to present Pergolesi's
masterwork Stabat Mater (a beautiful hymn to the Virgin Mary portraying
her suffering during Jesus' crucifixion) and other choral treasures from
Palestrina, Porpora, and others. Tickets are $30 through March 27; after
March 27 are $35. Student pricing is $15; must show student ID at the
door.



This Sunday, April 3, 2022 at 4:00pm
St. Perpetua Church
3453 Hamlin Road, Lafayette
Purchase your tickets

Saturday, April 9, 2022 at 8:00pm
St. Mary Magdalen Church | 2005 Berryman Street, Berkeley
Purchase your tickets

Good Stewardship

This Sunday: Bishop's
Appeal Collection to take

place this month

It is once again time to ask for your help
in carrying out our mission of service in
the Diocese of Oakland by supporting
the annual Bishop's Appeal.

Our parish has had a history of success
in exceeding our goal, and in doing so
helps the Diocese with the expenses of
vital ministries and programs like
religious formation, pastoral ministries,
parishes in need, and priest retirement.

We will be launching our Bishop's
Appeal campaign this Sunday, April 3.

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
continuing to support our parish during these
trying times! We are greatly appreciative of
any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA 94563), or make a one-time
donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't yet
coming to the church to drop it in the basket as usual. Again, we thank
you for your planning and your generosity!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/voci-womens-vocal-ensemble-concert-sacred-baroque-april-3-tickets-275805821637
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/voci-womens-vocal-ensemble-concert-sacred-baroque-april-9-tickets-275826694067
http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Mass Intentions

Sunday, April 3
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Kathie Brady (D)
5:00pm: Leann Rodgers (D)

Monday, April 4
8:30am: Alice Louise Heddinghaus-
Pearce (D)

Tuesday, April 5
8:30am: Holy Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday, April 6
8:30am: Dick Cummings (D)

Thursday, April 7
8:30am: Father J.R. Lucey, SJ (D)

Friday, April 8
8:30am: Eric Colaco (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kylie Bissell,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Grace
Parent DeBoot, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Jennifer Gray,
Gregory Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason
Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry
Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol Koupus,
Patricia McGuire, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim
M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or



Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

