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Don't stop now - keep
that streak going!

Building a consistent habit
through accountability and
flexibility

Pictured: The peppy Duolingo owl

celebrates when language students

complete a lesson or increase their

language learning streak by another day

The Second Sunday of Easter/
Divine Mercy Sunday

April 24, 2022

I almost lost my Duolingo streak over Holy Week.

In the rare instance you'll see me staring at my phone, I'm probably not
scrolling TikTok or checking my Facebook or email - I'm most likely
working on my Latin, Arabic, Japanese, or 'Ōlelo Hawai'i lessons on the
Duolingo app. (If you've never heard of it, it's a platform for gamified
language learning on a desktop or smartphone, available for free, with
over 30 languages and more in development!)

The Duolingo "streak" counts how many days in a row you've practiced
your language. It's an infamous part of the learning process, with their
cute little green owl notifying you if you haven't done a lesson that day,
or reminding you that you have a 204 day streak and it would be a
shame to lose it (even if it's Easter Sunday and you really just want to
sleep off the excitement of Holy Week).

The streak counting isn't arbitrary - according to their tracking, Duolingo
users who reach a learning streak of just 7 days in a row are actually 3.6
times more likely to complete the entire language course. Habits are a
powerful thing!

So I thought, what if we apply the Duolingo streak theory to
Sunday Mass?
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How many lives would be changed if those of you who joined us for your
annual Easter pilgrimage joined us for Sunday Mass 7 weeks in a row,
starting with Easter? (For those who are counting, that takes us to the
end of May - totally doable!)

And if you think 7 weeks in a row is easy because you've been doing that
since 1952, then I challenge you to invite someone else to keep up
their Easter Mass streak and come back this Sunday. (I hear the Fil-
Am group will be hosting hospitality after the 10:30am Mass for Divine
Mercy Sunday, if they need some extra lumpia-shaped motivation...)

We'll be counting Sundays for the season of Easter through the liturgical
calendar, so it's easy to remember what week of your streak you're on by
looking at the bulletin.

Here's how to make keeping your Easter Mass streak easy:

1. Go to your calendar app now and create an event with an alarm
for Sunday morning Mass - or write it in your appointment book.

2. Then set a second alarm for the afternoon so in case you didn't
make it in the morning, you can make our 5:00pm Sunday Mass!

3. And if it's 6pm and you've somehow missed all three of ours, just go
to the Saint Mary's College 8pm student Mass. Or the Newman
Center's 9pm. (Or if you want to jump the gun, St. Mary Walnut
Creek has an early morning one at 7am.) No excuses.

4. And if you're traveling, you're in luck - www.masstimes.org has
this awesome thing where you type in the city or zip code where
you'll be, and you can click on 'Sunday' and it'll tell you ALL the
nearby Mass times and locations! It's so fun to check out a new
parish while you're away from Santa Maria!

So grab a Mass Buddy and KEEP THAT EASTER STREAK GOING!
We'll be celebrating the Resurrection way longer than one Sunday - and
nobody wants to miss a good party.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm | Church Confessional

The Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday, April 24, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for

https://masstimes.org
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/042422.cfm


those who are not fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who
are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

NEW: Thank you for
making Easter beautiful

and holy!

Special thanks to all helped make
our Easter so beautiful - and a
truly holy feast.

Gratitude to the lectors and those
who led their practices, the choir
and their YouTube rehearsals, the
sacristans with their copious notes on the various liturgies, those who
shared their artistic talents in decorating the church, and all those who
worked so diligently to help us celebrate the resurrection of Christ.

Our celebration would not be as beautiful without your contributions of
your time and talent, and we are so grateful!

NEW: Sewer line work to
begin Monday

Replacement work on our parish
sewer line will begin this coming
Monday, and some traffic control
will be in effect on the main access
road during the weekdays.

Thank you for your patience!

Fil-Am continues
novena, hosts

hospitality

The Santa Maria Fil-Am
Community is continuing
its annual Novena of
Divine Mercy at 7:30pm. They've been praying every day since Good
Friday!

Join on Zoom by clicking here!
Meeting ID: 864 5033 9041

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86450339041?pwd=eWp5S3pmdTEyQ2ZERGZqa2NOZ1phQT09


Password: Mercy

They will also be hosting hospitality after the 10:30am Mass on
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 24. All are welcome to join in the Parish
Hall!

DMI Survey results shared this
Sunday

A few months ago, Santa Maria participated in a
diocesan-wide survey of parishioners called the
Disciple Maker Index.

We have received and reviewed the results, and
are looking forward to sharing them with you!

There will be a brief presentation at each Mass on April 24 summing
up results and our active response to them. Then, the day after, the
parish will receive an email with a written report and links to all of the
data for your own perusal. Finally, the weekend following, we will have a
Q&A session after Masses to help with any questions you may have
regarding the survey results!

Food for Thought

NEW: Ukrainian nuns open
their monastery doors to

the displaced
An AP article by Renata Brito

HOSHIV, Ukraine (AP) — Beneath
the ancient beech forests of the
Carpathian Mountains, a quiet
monastery in the western Ukrainian
village of Hoshiv has transformed
itself into a giant playground for a dozen children who’ve been displaced
by the war with their families.

Nuns at the Greek Catholic Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy
Family, 100 kilometers (60 miles) from Lviv, have granted refuge to some
40 people fleeing fighting with... read more

'Father Stu' chronicles
rollercoaster journey from

boxer to priest
A Crux article by John Lavenburg

https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-europe-religion-535e232ec828050f0d07395b2030a4aa


When Mark Wahlberg dove into the
story of Father Stuart Long, he said
what stood out was the way a
previously agnostic man and his
family – resistant to God after the
death of their brother and son –
were transformed by the Catholic
faith.

“It was all that they endured,”
Wahlberg told Crux. “Having to deal with... read more

Service and Outreach

Food Drive for the SMC
Gael Pantry

Sunday, April 24
8:00am - 10:30am

The Gael Pantry is a ministry of the
Mission and Ministry Center of Saint
Mary's College - they're always so
grateful for our generous donations
of nonperishables for their students
who have limited means!

Please note the NEW listing of donation items:
Canned tuna, chicken, spam, chili, or other protein
Plastic jars of peanut butter and jelly
Granola bars
Can openers (need 20-25)
Plastic/paper/reusable bags (for 'shopping' the pantry)
Mayo, ketchup, mustard

Please contact your friends and neighbors asking them to participate!

Knights of Columbus host
Cinco de Mayo

celebration for charity

Join the Santa Maria Knights of
Columbus for the Cinco de Mayo
Celebration:

Saturday, May 7, 2022
Santa Maria Parish Hall

https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-usa/2022/04/father-stu-chronicles-rollercoaster-journey-from-boxer-to-priest


Cocktails at 5:30pm || Dinner at 7:00pm

We're looking forward to a great night of mexican food, margaritas, beer
and wine, soda and water, music, and fun - with all proceeds funding the
Santa Maria Knights' charities!

Cost:
$30 per person includes one FREE drink ticket!
Additional drink tickets are 2 for $10

Checks payable to: Knights of Columbus

RSVP to Greg Smith by email or by phone at 510-406-4848!

Around the Community

Men's Power Conference
by the Franciscan Friars

- with Bishop Barber!

Men - do you feel in need of being
renewed and strengthened? Come
to the Men's Power Conference!

The Friars are hosting this day of renewal at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church in Brentwood, also featuring Bishop Michael Barber, SJ as a
speaker!

Saturday, April 30
8:00am - 4:45pm
Click here for the flyer

Anyone 17 or under is free, but must be registered in advance.

The cost is $25 per person; please contact Lori King at IHM (925-634-
4154 x104), send $25 to Joseph Juarez on Venmo (@Joseph-Juarez-32),
or send a check payable to IHM (500 Fairview Ave Brentwood CA 94513,
ATTN: 2022 Men's Conference)

Good Stewardship

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

mailto:smith4ga@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/8e4ef72cff/4553d6b3-7c8b-4792-b24e-67a9953718ed.pdf?rdr=true


You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using
Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for
recurring giving through Faith Direct to continue to give to the Sunday
plate even if you aren't yet coming to the church to drop it in the basket
as usual. Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, April 24
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)
5:00pm: Maria Carmen de Guia
Umali (D)

Monday, April 25
8:30am: Sean Owens (D)

Tuesday, April 26
8:30am: Terry Owens (D)

Wednesday, April 27
8:30am: Father J.R. Lucey, SJ (D)

Thursday, April 28
8:30am: Angela Gracias (D)

Friday, April 29
8:30am: Father J.R. Lucey, SJ (D)

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Sonny Acosta, Mary Beth Alban, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Kylie Bissell,
Kristy Blackey-Taylor, Miguel Briseno,
Maria Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Lorna
Elliott, Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez,
Anthony Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Foley, Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher,
Jennifer Gray, Gregory Ibabao, Brian
Kelly, Mason Kelly, Aileen Kelly, Jim
Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp,
Carol Koupus, Patricia McGuire, Rose
Mary McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa Moya,
Robert Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi
Orihuella, Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl Robinson, Usrula
Simmons, Scott Treter, Steve Turner,
Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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