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Holy Mary, Mother of All of
Us

On the universal appeal of our
Blessed Mother

Pictured: The Queen of Heaven doesn't just appear

in old fashioned stained glass windows or

Renaissance paintings. It only takes a quick look to

find her in pop culture through the ages.

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 22, 2022

Mary is a big deal.

Even people who don't actually think she's a big deal know about her,
reference her, and maybe even take her for granted.

Football players make "Hail Mary" passes. Beyoncé, Rihanna, and Lana
Del Rey (to name a few) reference her in their songs and music videos.
Her words of the Magnificat went viral on the internet with this artist's
controversial woodcut. She's even apparently appeared on toast - which
then went for a shocking $28,000 at auction. It's not even modern culture
that makes this claim on her, either - for older examples, Dante wrote her
into the "Divine Comedy," and Goethe put her in "Faust."

And with the sports world, pop icons, and social justice warriors all
connecting somehow with Our Lady - and knowing their audiences will do
the same - it might make you wonder just exactly how is it that one
person, from one religion, has so captivated the world through the ages.

I think that it's Mary's eminent humanity, first of all, that connects us to
her. As Jesus is glorified as Lord, God, and King in such a way as to
sometimes lose touch with the man from Nazareth, Mary has become a
focal point and mediator - one who's human, compassionate, and
accessible.1 After all, we all have mothers, too.
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Then there's her appeal to the feminist in all of us, those who appreciate
and honor the uniqueness of femininity. She was a wife and a mother,
and also had a strong devotion to her faith. She visited her family. She's
intriguing, being both in control (having the option to say yes or no to
God's invitation), and in the same breath choosing the role of servant -
which then paradoxically makes her the Queen of Heaven.

She also connects to the overlooked and oppressed. She was a refugee
who had to flee her home. She watched her son being tortured and
executed in the midst of a roiling political climate. The words of her
Magnificat have a strong perspective on what justice looks like for both
the mighty and the downtrodden - and you don't need a careful reading
to see that it greatly favors the lowly.

Theologians are also drawn to her - when trying to determine whether
Jesus was truly human or just God in human likeness, the only way to
determine that was through Mary. She's the subject of doctrine,
devotion, and art, and in all ways points us to look to Jesus.

In the end, Mary's role as the one who brought God into the world in the
person of Jesus is perhaps the key to all of this. In the human heart is the
desire to leave a positive mark on the world, to leave it a better place
than we found it. Christians call this the desire to bring about the
Kingdom of God by doing what God created us to do, and Mary did that
perfectly. And if she, a perfectly normal small town girl, could become
extraordinary by saying "yes" to God, what might happen if you respond
the same way?

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

1. Pelikan, Jaroslav. Jesus Through the Centuries: His Place in the History of Culture. Yale

University Press, 1985. http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1cc2kft.

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm | Church Confessional

The Sixth Sunday of Easter
Sunday, May 22, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
those who are not fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who
are fully vaccinated.

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/prayers/the-magnificat.html
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/052222.cfm


Parish Life

It's First Eucharist this
weekend!

Keep our younger Catholics in your
prayers as 13 children from 9
families receive their First Holy
Communion on Sunday, May 22
at the 10:30am Mass.

We are so grateful that they have
answered the call of Our Lord to
receive Him in this holy Sacrament!

NEW: Congratulations,
confirmandi!

This past Saturday, eight of our
teens received the Sacrament of
Confirmation from Bishop Barber
at the Cathedral of Christ the Light
in downtown Oakland.

These teens began their
Sacramental Preparation in the
height of the COVID pandemic. They persevered through outdoor classes,
Zoom meetings, online "homework," rescheduled retreats, and
abbreviated events to get to this moment. We are so grateful to their
parents, sponsors, family, and friends for supporting them thus far, and
to the peer and young adult leaders from our parish who generously
donated their time and shared their enthusiasm for the love of God with
these teens for the past two years.

I also want to thank Megan Arteaga our Youth Minister, and her support
team of volunteers who helped her make this program continue through
the very challenging times of COVID. Some parishes had to cancel or
postpone Religious Education classes because of COVID - we did not. This
was due to Megan’s generosity, persistence, and creativity as well as that
of Sister Mary Margaret who leads our Religious Formation program for
K through 5. Both of them have worked diligently to “pass on the faith” to
our young people. We are blessed to have these fine women on our staff. 

Please continue to keep our young people in your prayers. Please pray
also for their parents that they will take the promises they made at the
baptism of their children seriously and conscientiously by practicing the
faith by word and by deed, so all will deepen their relationship with Jesus
Christ and participate fully in the life of the Church, spreading the Good
News of Our Lord Jesus Christ wherever they go.



Father George

If you'd like to become more involved in our Sacramental preparation
programs, we'd love to meet you! Please contact Megan in the Parish
Office for more information.

NEW: Did you know we
pray a trilingual Rosary?

Everyone who gathers to pray the
Rosary at Orinda Senior Village
also gets an exercise in their
Korean, Spanish, and English
language skills!

Residents of many different cultural and linguistic backgrounds gather in
unity for this prayer, made all the more beautiful in the way Sister
Magdalene, our Pastoral Care Minister, encourages them to embrace the
use of their native tongues in prayer.

Each decade is led by someone different, and so the first half of each
decade of prayers rotates through English, Korean, and Spanish as the
leader changes.

We'll announce the next one here in the bulletin so you can join in!

Food for Thought

NEW: Tabernacle stolen,
Catholic church defaced,

pregnancy clinic
vandalized

A Catholic News Agency article by
Joe Bukuras and Shannon Mullen

More criminal acts targeting Catholic
churches and pro-life advocates were
reported Monday, after a Mother’s
Day weekend marked by unrest in multiple locations in the U.S. tied to
anger over a possible Supreme Court decision overturning Roe v. Wade.

In one of the latest incidents, the pastor a Catholic church in Katy, Texas,
reported on May 9 that its tabernacle had been... read more

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
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Service and Outreach

Diaper and Baby Supply
Drive: May 22

We recently celebrated Mother’s
Day by seeing and/or thinking of
those women in our lives who have
contributed so much to us and
helped form who we are. In honor
of Mother’s Day, let’s give a hand to
the caring mothers who seek help
in raising their babies/toddlers from
Birthright of Concord.

Sunday, May 22 from 9-11:30am (NEW HOURS), we will be
collecting items for Birthright. 

ITEMS they need:

Diapers (sizes NB-New Born to size 4) 
Johnson & Johnson Baby Wash, Lotion, Shampoo, Desitin
Baby Wipes
Diaper Bags
Baby clothes (sizes 9 months, 12 months, and 18 months
ONLY) - can be gently used
New Maternity Clothes (all sizes)
and/or checks can be made out to Birthright of Concord. 

 
Contact Gail Gabriel at gail.gabriel@gmail.com if you can help.

REMINDER: You can always drop off your items in the barrel in the
Narthex prior to May 22 if this is more convenient for you.

The Social Justice Team continues to support the hungry and clothe the
naked. We can’t do enough to help them. We are asking you to help with
our monthly Drive. 

What are your friends doing to help? Please ask them to join us. It’s an
awesome feeling to help others. Is it a joyful feeling? You bet it is.

Good Stewardship

March and April Collection
Report

mailto:gail.gabriel@gmail.com


Our Finance Council has determined our
monthly goal for the Sunday Plate. Here
is our total for the months of March and
April:

Goal: $42,000
March Total: $44,498.40

Surplus: $2,498.40

Goal: $42,000
April Total: $46,274.00

Surplus: $4,274.00

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct , our eGiving
service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, May 22
8:30am: Tom, Tom, & Stephen
O'Brien (D)
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
5:00pm: Intention of the Presider

Monday, May 23
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Tuesday, May 24
8:30am: Paul Bach Quoc (D)

Wednesday, May 25
8:30am: Anna Bach Thi Duom (D)

Thursday, May 26
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)

Friday, May 27

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Joan Artmann, Shoaib
Aryan, Kylie Bissell, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen,
Fred Chavaria, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Jennifer Gray,
Gregory Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Patricia McGuire,
Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa
Moya, Robert Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi
Orihuella, Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl Robinson, Usrula
Simmons, Scott Treter, Steve Turner,
Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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