
Reading this bulletin in print? Visit www.SantaMariaOrinda.com for a copy with functional links!

Bringing flowers of
the rarest

Crowning Mary, Queen
of... lots of things!

Pictured: The 2:30pm Faith Formation

group brings candles and flowers to gift

to our Blessed Mother at their final

meeting of the year

The Ascension of the Lord
May 29, 2022

This past Monday, Sister Mary Margaret had all the Faith Formation
students bring flowers with which to crown the Blessed Mother. There
was also a reading from Scripture, some songs, and a litany to Mary,
where various devotional titles to the Virgin Mother were invoked, to
which we'd all respond, "Pray for us."

I've always loved some of those titles, so for this last Sunday of my
Marian series for the month of May, I wanted to write about some of
them. There are some more common ones you may already know, but
then there are so many more, and they have so much to offer us!

The first I chose, and rather a fun one in context, is from the angel
Gabriel. He greets Mary with the words "Hail, full of grace" in Luke 1:26.
It is, to my knowledge, the only time an angel addresses someone by a
title ("full of grace") rather than their actual name in Scripture. Spend
some time reflecting on why that might be.

Another two classics are related to each other, but not exactly
equivalent: Mother of God, and Θεοτόκος (pronounced "theotokos"),
which is in Greek. The term Theotokos has been in use since the 3rd
century, and to really simplify things, was a title that ensured clarity on
the Incarnation - that Jesus is fully God and fully man, and Mary carried
and bore both realities. As there is no Latin equivalent to "τόκος," in the
West we use the term "Mother of God." Some theologians were
concerned that this might imply that somehow Mary was the source or
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originator of the eternal God, which doesn't compute. Still, it's a beautiful
title and we use what we have! (Feel free to research more on this
curious distinction on your own!)

Then there are two more of my favorites: "Refuge of Sinners" and "Star
of the Sea." To me, they're somewhat related. "Refuge of Sinners" may
be a little more self-explanatory than "Star of the Sea," so I'll start with
the Star. Mary always points to Christ, who is the Way. In this sense she's
the lodestar, the fixed point by which we can find our way even in the
rough seas of life. But when we inevitably get lost and instead navigate
by sin (due to either hubris or ignorance), she then becomes our refuge.
To continue the maritime metaphors, she is a safe harbor. It's lovely.

Look up some of Mary's devotional titles yourself, and let me know which
ones speak to you! Is it "Mother of Good Counsel"? "Ark of the
Covenant"? Or perhaps "Mother of Sorrows," or "Comforter of the
Afflicted"?

Tell me - I'd love to hear from you!

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm | Church Confessional

The Ascension of the Lord
Sunday, May 29, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
those who are not fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who
are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

NEW: Confirmation photos
now available!

The Cathedral had a professional
photographer to capture
Confirmation Saturday.

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/052922-ascension.cfm


Please click here to access the
album!

Password: cathedra (all lower case,
no "L" at the end!)

Please note the gallery will be
available through September 1,
2022; families please download the
photos you want before then!

Congratulations,
confirmandi!

This past Saturday, eight of our
teens received the Sacrament of
Confirmation from Bishop Barber
at the Cathedral of Christ the Light
in downtown Oakland.

These teens began their
Sacramental Preparation in the
height of the COVID pandemic. They persevered through outdoor classes,
Zoom meetings, online "homework," rescheduled retreats, and
abbreviated events to get to this moment. We are so grateful to their
parents, sponsors, family, and friends for supporting them thus far, and
to the peer and young adult leaders from our parish who generously
donated their time and shared their enthusiasm for the love of God with
these teens for the past two years.

I also want to thank Megan Arteaga our Youth Minister, and her support
team of volunteers who helped her make this program continue through
the very challenging times of COVID. Some parishes had to cancel or
postpone Religious Education classes because of COVID - we did not. This
was due to Megan’s generosity, persistence, and creativity as well as that
of Sister Mary Margaret who leads our Religious Formation program for
K through 5. Both of them have worked diligently to “pass on the faith” to
our young people. We are blessed to have these fine women on our staff. 

Please continue to keep our young people in your prayers. Please pray
also for their parents that they will take the promises they made at the
baptism of their children seriously and conscientiously by practicing the
faith by word and by deed, so all will deepen their relationship with Jesus
Christ and participate fully in the life of the Church, spreading the Good
News of Our Lord Jesus Christ wherever they go.

Father George

If you'd like to become more involved in our Sacramental preparation
programs, we'd love to meet you! Please contact Megan in the Parish
Office for more information.
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Did you know we pray a
trilingual Rosary?

Everyone who gathers to pray the
Rosary at Orinda Senior Village
also gets an exercise in their
Korean, Spanish, and English
language skills!

Residents of many different cultural and linguistic backgrounds gather in
unity for this prayer, made all the more beautiful in the way Sister
Magdalene, our Pastoral Care Minister, encourages them to embrace the
use of their native tongues in prayer.

Each decade is led by someone different, and so the first half of each
decade of prayers rotates through English, Korean, and Spanish as the
leader changes.

We'll announce the next one here in the bulletin so you can join in!

Food for Thought

NEW: Prayer for Memorial
Day

Courtesy of the USCCB

God of power and mercy,
you destroy war and put down
earthly pride.

Banish violence from our midst
and wipe away our tears,
that we may all deserve to be called your sons and daughters.

Keep in your mercy those men and women
who have died in the cause of freedom
and bring them safely into your kingdom of justice and peace.

We ask this though Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Tabernacle stolen,
Catholic church defaced,

pregnancy clinic
vandalized

A Catholic News Agency article by



Joe Bukuras and Shannon Mullen

More criminal acts targeting Catholic
churches and pro-life advocates were
reported Monday, after a Mother’s
Day weekend marked by unrest in
multiple locations in the U.S. tied to
anger over a possible Supreme Court
decision overturning Roe v. Wade.

In one of the latest incidents, the
pastor a Catholic church in Katy, Texas, reported on May 9 that its
tabernacle had been... read more

Service and Outreach

NEW: Summer Service projects
with YM!

Last Sunday, a few of our High Schoolers met
with Megan to brainstorm ideas for summer
service outreach projects.

Are you interested in being in our summer
service group, too? Help us plan longer service
projects, organize days of service, brainstorm
outreach ideas - and earn leadership
experience while doing it!

Let Megan know if you're interested!

Good Stewardship

March and April Collection
Report

Our Finance Council has determined our
monthly goal for the Sunday Plate. Here
is our total for the months of March and
April:

Goal: $42,000
March Total: $44,498.40

Surplus: $2,498.40

Goal: $42,000

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/251185/tabernacle-stolen-catholic-church-defaced-pregnancy-clinic-vandalized


April Total: $46,274.00
Surplus: $4,274.00

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct , our eGiving
service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, May 29
8:30am: Kathy Spohr (D)
10:30am: In Thanksgiving of the
Pagaduan-Aquino Family
5:00pm: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, May 30
8:30am: George Beverino (D)

Tuesday, May 31
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)

Wednesday, June 1
8:30am: James Ryan (D)

Thursday, June 2
8:30am: Pamela Gracias (D)

Friday, May 3
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team Prayer Intentions

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x310

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Joan Artmann, Shoaib
Aryan, Kylie Bissell, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen,
Fred Chavaria, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Jennifer Gray,
Gregory Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Patricia McGuire,
Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa
Moya, Robert Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi
Orihuella, Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl Robinson, Usrula
Simmons, James Sweetser, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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