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Time to find your story

A step-by-step plan for
finding your witness talk
for back pocket
evangelization

Pictured: Witness talks or "testimonies"

don't have to be formal presentations -

they might pop up in a casual

conversation with a friend

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
June 12, 2022

Last week, we took a dive into what evangelization actually means. This
week, we're going to get ourselves ready to try it ourselves! (Don't
get overexcited - I said we're going to get READY to try it ourselves.
You're not actually trying it yet.)

A reminder from last week: evangelizing means bringing the Good News
of Jesus Christ into every human situation so as to change hearts and
lives in the love of God, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

The only way we can really and truly share the Good News is by telling
people about how it's affected our own lives. The easiest way to do
that is to share stories of when and where we've seen how God is
alive and active in the world! A witness talk or testimony isn't shared
to show off how perfect our life is, or to brag about how we've got this all
figured out. More often, it's about how we very definitively don't, but God
does.

That old adage rather questionably attributed to St. Francis, "preach the
Gospel at all times, and when necessary use words," is not my favorite.
In order to evangelize clearly, it is certainly necessary to use words.
Amidst all the world's babble, we need to clarify that what we've
experienced is of God and not of us. In 1 Peter 3:15 we're told to
"always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect" - so let's learn how to do that!

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2022/06/providence-at-work-in-poland
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/251214/pope-francis-low-birth-rate-is-a-social-emergency
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
https://kbmhawaii.com
mailto:monique.mccool@compass.com


Here is your homework: reflect on the questions below, and write out
your responses to at least two of them to get ready for next week's
assignment! If it is true that the Good News can be applied to every
human situation, then it also holds true that it can be found in your own.
I guarantee you have had a "God Sighting," as Youth Ministry calls it - it
just might require a little change of perspective, maybe seeing "luck" as
"the Lord," or a "coincidence" as "the Holy Spirit."

1. Think about the first time that you realized God cared for you
individually. Where you and what were the circumstances?

2. Recall a time when your faith was challenged or when life was
difficult. How was your relationship with God/Christ strengthened in
that time? What obstacles did you face that were overcome by God's
grace?

3. Was there a time you were simply overwhelmed with a feeling of
God's love and/or gratitude for that love? What brought on this
feeling, and what effect did it have on you?

4. How is your life different because you are a disciple of Christ? In
other words, if Jesus were not in your life, what would change?

5. Describe your current relationship with Christ. How is it different
from your relationship with Him ten years ago?

No witness talk will answer all of these questions, but they're a good way
to "prime the pump" - and you never know which will inspire you!

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm | Church Confessional

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
Sunday, June 12, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
those who are not fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who
are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

NEW: We're over
halfway through Bible in

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/061222.cfm


a Year!

We've got a great group that's
been chugging through our Bible-
in-a-Year reading plan - and
whether you're more comfortable
on Zoom or in the shaded table
behind the school building, we'd
love to have you join us!

We're over halfway through the plan, but don't worry - you don't need to
have read the first half to appreciate the second. If you'd like, check out
this week's plan and join us at 11am on Thursday morning:

Mt 1:18 - 4:17
1 Chronicles 12-25
Proverbs 19-23

Click here for the Zoom meeting; those coming in-person can come to
the Parish Office!

We have a new Music
Director!

I am pleased to welcome Helena
Dietrich to our team of pastoral
staff here at Santa Maria as our
new Director of Music.

An experienced and accomplished
musician around the Diocese of
Oakland for many years, she is looking forward to her involvement at
Santa Maria and we look forward to welcoming her.

Helena is a lovely vocalist, has experience directing choirs, and also plays
piano. She will be officially joining us in a couple weeks after she finishes
her engagements at her other parishes. When you see her around the
parish, make sure to introduce yourself and say hi!

I also want to thank all the candidates who interviewed for this position.
We had several accomplished candidates with a wealth of knowledge and
diversity of experience.

Finally, a special thank-you to Suzanne Parsons, Colette White, and
Megan Arteaga who assisted me on the interview and selection
committee. Their knowledge of music and the needs of the parish were an
invaluable contribution to the process. Be sure to thank them when you
see them.

Father George

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/99971985692?pwd=cGRBN3U1T3luc3VoMHZub0dzb3p0UT09


Food for Thought

NEW: WHAT is this??

The Tuesday Gardening Group
has been hard at work on the
junipers leading up to the
church level - and in their
ministrations have uncovered a
mystery!

So we ask you all,
longstanding old-timers and
creative young thinkers
alike: what is this?

Just hit reply with your thoughts! We're very curious!

NEW: Providence at Work in
Poland

A First Things article by Raymond J. de
Souza

The Church—chiefly in Poland—marked
the first feast day of Blessed Stefan
Wyszyński this past Saturday, May 28,
the date on which he died in 1981.

In a time of increasing Christian
persecution and conflict, Cardinal Wyszyński, beatified last September, is
a model of both courage and reconciliation. He is a hero of mine.

To my mind, had there not been a still more impressive Polish cardinal
from Kraków, Wyszyński would be remembered as the...read more

Pope Francis: Low birth
rate is a 'social

emergency'
A CNA Article by Hannah Brockhaus

Pope Francis decried the low birth
rate in Western countries on
Thursday, describing it as an urgent
social emergency and a “new
poverty.”

“It is not immediately perceptible, like other problems that occupy the

https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2022/06/providence-at-work-in-poland


news, but it is very urgent: fewer and fewer children are being born, and
this means impoverishing everyone’s future; Italy, Europe, and the West
are impoverishing their futures,” Pope Francis said in a message to a May
12 event on the birth rate in Italy.

The pope’s message was...read more

Service and Outreach

NEW: A thank-you note
from Birthright Concord

Dear Father Mockel, Santa Maria
parishioners, and the co-facilitators of
this May's Social Justice Drive, Gail
Gabriel and Janet Riley,

Birthright of Concord thanks you for
the many gifts, both material and
monetary, for our Birthright moms and
babies. We received the following
donations because of your generosity: $290 donations from
parishioners, diapers and baby wipes, baby clothes, baby towels, wash
cloths, baby wash, shampoo, lotion, powder and diaper rash cream,
receiving blankets, and swaddles. These items will be included in layettes
for our moms during their 8th or 9th month of pregnancy as part of our
service to them. This brings tremendous joy, support, and hope to our
pregnant moms and their families. The donated baby items will help to
create the layettes. We are filled with gratitude for your generosity.

Good Stewardship

NEW: May Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined our
monthly goal for the Sunday Plate. Here is our
total for this past month:

Goal: $42,000
May Total: $39,498

Deficit: $2,502

How can I support Santa Maria?

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/251214/pope-francis-low-birth-rate-is-a-social-emergency


Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using
Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, June 12
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Alfred Ferreira (D)
5:00pm: Barbara McLain (D)

Monday, June 13
8:30am: Intentions of Nancy Beplar

Tuesday, June 14
8:30am: Karl Blankenship (D)

Wednesday, June 15
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino (D)

Thursday, June 16
8:30am: Terry Owens (D)

Friday, June 17
8:30am: Intentions of Sofia Gibson

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Joan Artmann, Shoaib
Aryan, Kylie Bissell, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen,
Fred Chavaria, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Jennifer Gray,
Gregory Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Rose Mary
McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert
Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa Pearce,
Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark Ricci,
Ben Richey, Carl Robinson, Usrula
Simmons, Scott Treter, Steve Turner,
Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

