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Sharing is caring

Moving from the "what"
and the "how" to the
"why" of evangelizing

Pictured: We share good things like ice

cream, a great yoga teacher, or a

useful new app we've found. Why not

our faith?

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
June 19, 2022

A reminder: evangelizing means bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ
into every human situation so as to change hearts and lives in the love of
God, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

While you're working on answering those questions from last week's
bulletin, I wanted to cover another common question regarding
evangelization: why should we evangelize?

Well, the first reason is simple: Jesus told us to. "Go make disciples" is
the last command Jesus gave us in Matthew's Gospel, and who among us
is brave enough to ignore a direct commandment from Jesus?! The Lord
expects us to directly communicate the Gospel to others. You were not
only baptized for this mission, you were made for it.

Another reason is that sharing is caring. It might sound flippant, but
God cared enough about this message to send Jesus to us to share it; do
we in turn care enough to share it with the people journeying with us in
this world? We should share the same grace that was first extended to us
- which again emphasizes the fact that evangelism isn't about how great
we are, but rather about how good God is, and how much His mercy and
love actively make up for our failings (the biggest one of which is that we
sin and fall short of the glory of God, and Jesus makes up the difference).
This is true no matter how bad someone thinks they are, or how much of
a mess their life may seem. Remember, we're sharing Good News, with
capital letters!

Here's another, and it's absurdly compelling when you really digest it -
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but it's also paradoxically the one that most of us squeamishly try to skirt
around in our meager evangelistic efforts. It's that the Lord's message
is unique. All faiths are not merely different versions of the same thing,
or different paths to the same truth. "While acknowledging that God loves
all people and grants them the possibility of being saved (cf. 1 Tm 2:4),
the Church believes that God has established Christ as the one
mediator and that she herself has been established as the universal
sacrament of salvation."1 In other words, Christ is the way, the truth, and
the life in this one mystery of salvation - not one way, one truth, and one
life.2

I mean, if it was guaranteed that Fleming's would give anyone a $100
credit for dinner versus a mere possibility of it, wouldn't you tell your
friends about the guaranteed $100 off a great aged ribeye and loaded
baked potato and chocolate gooey butter cake? I would! Why then would
you want less to share the Good News of where to find a guarantee of
everlasting peace, joy, love, and mercy?

And finally, the Lord has given us yet another reason to evangelize:
because we have experienced the love of Christ, we should want to share
it. The gifts God has given to us are not gifts for ourselves. And
that's why last week I asked you to start thinking about where you've
actually seen the love of Christ working in your own life, so that you can
share that real lived experience with those who need to hear it.

And by the way, about those questions from last week that you're
working on - please do drop your responses in the offertory basket
this Sunday, or email them to me. I'd love to know whether or not my
articles aren't just "good reading" (as many of you graciously take time to
tell me), but that they're also making a real difference in your lives.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

1. Ioannes Paulus PP. II. “Redemptoris Missio (7 December 1990): John Paul II.” Redemptoris Missio (7 December

1990) | John Paul II. Libreria Editrice Vaticana, December 7, 1990. Last modified December 7, 1990. Accessed June

15, 2022. https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-

ii_enc_07121990_redemptoris-missio.html.
2. John 14:6

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm | Church Confessional

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
Sunday, June 19, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
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congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
those who are not fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who
are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

NEW: Thank-
yous are in

order!

This past Sunday, we
welcomed Helena
Dietrich, our new
Music Director. She
has been very well
received, and the
transition was so very
smooth. Thank you,
Helena!

I want to also take this opportunity to express appreciation to Megan
Arteaga who stepped in after Tony's departure and so competently
directed the music program in the interim. This was particularly
challenging in that she had to. maneuver the complexities of the liturgies
during Holy Week and Easter in the midst of her other responsibilities as
Youth Minister and Communications Director. We all owe Megan our deep
appreciation and gratitude. Thank you, Megan!

Father George

We're over halfway
through Bible in a Year!

We've got a great group that's
been chugging through our Bible-
in-a-Year reading plan - and
whether you're more comfortable
on Zoom or in the shaded table
behind the school building, we'd
love to have you join us!

We're over halfway through the plan, but don't worry - you don't need to
have read the first half to appreciate the second. Megan's on vacation this
week, but we'd love to have you join us at 11am NEXT Thursday
morning, 6/30! Read any or all of the following:

Matthew 6:1 - 11:1
Proverbs 29-31



2 Chronicles 6-29
Isaiah 1-7

Click here for the Zoom meeting; those coming in-person can come to
the Parish Office!

Food for Thought

NEW: Corpus Christi and the
importance of the Eucharist

This Sunday, we celebrate the feast of
Corpus Christi. It is an annual reminder of
the centrality of the Eucharist in our life.
Christ is truly present to us in the
Eucharist, and he uniquely gives himself
to us whole and entire - so ardently does
he desire to unite himself with each of us.

The Lord wishes to enter into our hearts,
to make of us his dwelling place and to
transform every aspect of our life. How important is it that we spend
some time adoring the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament! In Jesus'
presence, we sense more clearly the depth of His love for us, and allow
His heart to speak to ours.

This Sunday, we will have a guest preacher at all the Masses. Father
John McLaughlin is a priest of the Archdiocese of Boston staying here in
our Diocese to serve as a spiritual director to priests. We hope to
reintroduce regular Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the Fall, and
Father's homily will be the first step in reintroducing this important
dimension of parish life.

Father George

NEW: Bishop Barber's
statement in support of
Archbishop Cordileone

From the website of the Diocese of Oakland
comes Bishop Barber's statement:

"I support Archbishop Cordileone in the
heroic and compassionate stance he took today in the protection and
defense of human life. As Pope Francis said "Every child who, rather than
being born, is condemned unjustly to being aborted, bears the face of
Jesus Christ, bears the face of the Lord…who experienced the world’s
rejection.” We love the child in the womb. And we love the child’s
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mother.” 

UPDATE: WHAT is
this??

Last week, we asked what your
thoughts were on this
mysterious construction in front
of the church that was hidden
behind the junipers all these
years.

Your theories didn't disappoint!

Kitty Poettgen wondered if
perhaps it was related to a tree planted in memory of a John Blainey
(sp?) that was moved or removed when the plaza was updated, but
remembers a plaque or copper letters.

Judy Eben had the benefit of close examination as part of the Tuesday
gardening group. She saw crosses on the side, and suggested that
perhaps it's the grave site of former pastors' pets, like Monsignor
Harrington's dogs or Monsignor Ted's cats.

Suzanne Parsons got creative and thought perhaps it was a root cellar...
a storm cellar... or a wine cellar. We like that last idea a lot!

Do you have any other ideas? Keep 'em coming!! This is great!

Providence at Work in Poland
A First Things article by Raymond J. de
Souza

The Church—chiefly in Poland—marked
the first feast day of Blessed Stefan
Wyszyński this past Saturday, May 28,
the date on which he died in 1981.

In a time of increasing Christian
persecution and conflict, Cardinal
Wyszyński, beatified last September, is a model of both courage and
reconciliation. He is a hero of mine.

To my mind, had there not been a still more impressive Polish cardinal
from Kraków, Wyszyński would be remembered as the...read more

Service and Outreach
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NEW: New month, new
food drive: St. Mary's

Center

St. Mary's Center is a facility that
serves at-risk seniors and
preschoolers. Help us by donating or
volunteering!

Drop off:
Sunday, June 26
9:00-11:30am
Lower Parking Lot

Volunteers needed:
9:00-10:30am (2 needed)
10:30-11:30am (full - none needed!)
Email Gail if you can help.

Suggested donation items - please no glass containers:
Canned tomatoes, tomato sauce, pasta sauce
Canned tuna, chicken, spam, chili, or other protein
Canned vegetables, fruit, applesauce
Canned or boxed soup
Plastic bottle of cooking oil
Pasta, mac-n-cheese, instant ramen
Beans, rice, etc.
Peanut butter, jelly, ketchup, mustard, mayo, hot sauce
Cereal, instant oatmeal
Snacks e.g. protein bars, breakfast bars, microwave popcorn, nuts

Please also consider contacting your friends and neighbors and asking
them to also bring bags of these non-perishable groceries - and maybe
even to join you at Mass when they drop them off!

A thank-you note from
Birthright Concord

Dear Father Mockel, Santa Maria
parishioners, and the co-facilitators of
this May's Social Justice Drive, Gail
Gabriel and Janet Riley,

Birthright of Concord thanks you for
the many gifts, both material and
monetary, for our Birthright moms and
babies. We received the following
donations because of your generosity: $290 donations from
parishioners, diapers and baby wipes, baby clothes, baby towels, wash
cloths, baby wash, shampoo, lotion, powder and diaper rash cream,
receiving blankets, and swaddles. These items will be included in layettes

mailto:Gail.gabriel@gmail.com


for our moms during their 8th or 9th month of pregnancy as part of our
service to them. This brings tremendous joy, support, and hope to our
pregnant moms and their families. The donated baby items will help to
create the layettes. We are filled with gratitude for your generosity.

Good Stewardship

May Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined our
monthly goal for the Sunday Plate. Here is our
total for this past month:

Goal: $42,000
May Total: $39,498

Deficit: $2,502

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct , our eGiving
service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, June 19
8:30am: Fathers of the Donner &
Ehrman Families
10:30am: In Thanksgiving of the
Pagaduan-Aquino Family
5:00pm: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, June 20
8:30am: Special Intentions

Bulletin Sponsors

Thank you to the following bulletin
sponsors:

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


Tuesday, June 21
8:30am: Al Ferreira (D)

Wednesday, June 22
8:30am: Tom, Stephen, and Tom
O'Brien (D)

Thursday, June 23
8:30am: James Ryan (D)

Friday, June 24
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Joan Artmann, Shoaib
Aryan, Kylie Bissell, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Miguel Briseno, Maria Carmen,
Fred Chavaria, Lorna Elliott, Anne
Emery, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Jennifer Gray,
Gregory Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason
Kelly, Jim Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence
Knapp, Carol Koupus, Rose Mary
McPhee, Jim M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert
Nick, Chase O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella,
Deacon Jim Pearce, Melissa Pearce,
Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark Ricci,
Ben Richey, Carl Robinson, Usrula
Simmons, Scott Treter, Steve Turner,
Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.
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Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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