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God answers prayers -
and makes us better

Parishioner Nick Farrah
shares some of his
"homework" witnessing to
God's action in his life

Pictured: Often it's when we're the most

frustrated or challenged that the Lord

answers our prayers in surprising ways.

The 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 10, 2022

I've been putting out the call for all you "nice normal people" to share
your witness to how God has made Himself known in your life, when you
realized you needed the Lord, or how your faith has been strengthened.
Nick Farrah is the first of our "nice normal people" to share his
"homework," and I hope it inspires you to share yours as well! If my
articles or Nick's witness have any value for you at all, please consider
sharing yours - trusting that, through the Holy Spirit, it will have value in
turn for someone else. (Plus, I just might not be above withholding my
own articles until you share some of your own!) ;) -Megan Arteaga, Editor

Recall a time when your faith was challenged or when life was
difficult. How was your relationship with God/Christ strengthened
in that time? What obstacles did you face that were overcome by
God's grace?

Back in the late 90s, I was having a difficult time at work. I had won a
large project for my company, but we were performing poorly. As one of
the primary “faces” of my company, I was frequently at the project site
where we were executing the project for our customer. Because of our
poor performance, I was under a lot of stress; I had dropped about 20
pounds as a result.

Prayer was a part of my daily life - well, most days anyway. I didn’t pray
for this specifically, but finally my company devoted more resources to
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the project. I don’t know why it didn’t occur to me to pray for this, but it
was like a switch had flipped once the extra resources were assigned. I
came to realize that this was an answer to my prayers. In particular, it
was God helping me in a way that I didn’t anticipate or request, and it
demonstrated to me that God often gives us things that we don’t realize
that we need.
 
How is your life different because you are a disciple of Christ? In
other words, if Jesus were not in your life, what would change?
 
I’m a better and more faithful husband because I am a disciple of
Christ. The epistle at our wedding was Ephesians 5:21-33. Key excerpts
for those who aren’t familiar with this passage include v. 22, “Wives
should be subordinate to their husbands as to the Lord,” and v. 25,
“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the church and handed
himself over for her.”

As my wife pointed out to me, people nowadays sort of snicker at or
pooh-pooh the notion of wives being subordinate to their husbands, but it
is the husband who has the more difficult charge - the higher bar, as it
were. It’s a difficult standard to live up to, loving your wife as Christ loves
the church, but, keeping St. Paul’s words in mind, I strive to do so and
I’m convinced that I’m a better husband (with a happier wife) because of
it.

Also, temptations don’t cease just because you’re married, and I’m sure
that God’s assistance makes it easier to remain faithful to my wife no
matter the temptations that may arise. Further, what I don’t know are
how many temptations I have not encountered (“and lead us not into
temptation”) because of my faith, but I’m pretty sure that God has
diminished or diverted some temptations that might otherwise have
presented themselves.

Nick Farrah
Parishioner

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm | Church Confessional

The 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, July 10, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

No more social distancing is required, so all pews will be available to the
congregation. Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for
those who are not fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who
are fully vaccinated.
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Parish Life

NEW: Remembering Sister
Claire Latham

If you've ever walked through the hallway of
our school building, you'll have noticed the
Sr. Claire Latham Library - named for a
Carondelet sister who once served at Santa
Maria! Her training in library science and
love of books and sharing them make our
library a fitting tribute to her memory.

Sister Claire passed away peacefully at St.
John of God in Los Angeles on June 19 at the age of 96. If you knew
Sister Claire, share us a story of her! We'd love to hear of the impact she
had on our families.

May her soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed, rest in peace.

Formation Program
Registration coming

July 15!

Spread the word, tell your
friends and neighbors, rally
the cousins - Faith
Formation, Youth Ministry,
and Confirmation Program Registration will be opening soon!

Anyone from K-12th grade has a place in our programs. Before
registration opens, here are some FAQs about our programs:

Q: At what age do kids receive their First Eucharist?
A: Generally, families start preparing when their child is in 1st grade and
then the child receives the Sacrament in 2nd grade. There are always
exceptions, though - sometimes children are in 5th or even 7th grade
when they begin their preparation, and that's okay too!

Q: Is Confirmation for Middle School, or High School?
A: It depends on the Diocese. Here, it's in High School, and most
students begin as freshmen and receive the Sacrament as sophomores,
but we've had sophomores and juniors begin the program as well!

Q: I have a child who's the right age to be in your programs, but
they're not baptized yet. What do I do?
A: You're in the right place! We can journey with your family toward
Baptism as well!



Q: What's the best way to give my kids a good foundation in their
faith?
A: Go to Mass every Sunday, attend Faith Formation every week, pray as
a family every day, and keep the Lord in your heart every hour! Your
constant example is much stronger than the time we share with your kids
in our formation programs.

Summer projects around the
grounds

As we indicated in the Parish Annual
Report, there are some capital projects that
we are doing this summer.

Every homeowner knows that maintenance
is an ongoing challenge - and we certainly have lots of buildings and
property to maintain!

We are currently repainting the exterior of the school building. This
project will probably take about three weeks to complete, and the
estimated cost is about $52,000.00.

Additionally, we are currently scheduled to do some additional pavement
repair around the end of July. This will involve the church level parking
lot and a portion of the main entrance road - at an estimated cost of
approximately $127,000.00. We will also be re-striping most of the
parking lots.

Your financial generosity will help us defray the cost of these important
projects.

Father George

Food for Thought

Medicine and accepting the
difficult truths

A Pillar interview by Charlie Camosy

How does one go from being a very pro-
choice anti-theist to directing the
University of Michigan Medical School's
Program on Health, Spirituality, and
Religion and giving talks on pro-life feminism?

That is a very good question and the answer still surprises even me. I was
raised as what I would call a secular humanist. 



I never attended a church service or heard Scripture growing up, and was
completely indifferent to those who held religious views. I do not ever
recall a time when I was not a pro-choice person. I think that belief was
something that I grew up around and I accepted it as fact and never had
an opportunity to... read more

Did a saint work in Catholic
campus ministry? Bismarck
diocese opens inquiry for

Michelle Duppong
A CNA article by Kevin J. Jones

“I think she just had such a zeal and
passion for souls and an urgency to help
them to encounter the joy that she was able to experience through her
own relationship with Jesus,” said Bartek, who was a regional director for
FOCUS when Duppong was on the college missionary organization’s staff.

“Her joy was contagious,” he told CNA on June 17. “People describe the
experience of meeting Saint John Paul II or Teresa of Calcutta, as (being)
like you're the only person in the room. Michelle definitely had... read
more

Service and Outreach

Thank you from St. Mary's
Center, Oakland

The Social Justice group received the
following thank-you from St. Mary's
Center in Oakland when Janet Riley
delivered all of the grocery bags to
them this past Sunday.

As our volunteers were unloading the donated supplies, Kristina Wong,
the Director of Administration, said to Jason (who runs the kitchen),
"You've really got your work cut out for you." And Jason replied, "I look
forward to unpacking and organizing it - we can really use all this."

Social Justice also received an email from the Center saying:

"To the Members of the Church of Santa Maria,
"Thank you for making St. Mary's Center the recipient of your monthly
food drive. We appreciate your generosity, and please know that these
groceries will benefit many families and individuals in our community. We
are truly grateful during this time of great need."

Also thanks goes to Dede Ramsey, Janet, and Gail for collecting the
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groceries on Sunday.

Good Stewardship

NEW: June Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined our
monthly goal for the Sunday Plate. Here is our

total for the month of June:

Goal: $42,000
June Total: $31,578

Deficit: $10,422

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct , our eGiving
service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, July 10
8:30am: James Ryan
10:30am: Barbara McLain
5:00pm: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, July 11
8:30am: Pat McGuire

Tuesday, July 12
8:30am: Holy Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday, July 13
8:30am: Jack McGuire

Bulletin Sponsors

Would you like to become a
sponsor for our parish bulletin?

We'll share your advertisement
(example below) each week for a
year, and feature your business
three times a year in a larger
column as well!

All advertising proceeds go
directly to Santa Maria.

Contact Megan Arteaga for details
on how you can sponsor us.
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Thursday, July 14
8:30am: James Ryan

Friday, July 8
8:30am: Maurice Gracias

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Joan Artmann, Shoaib
Aryan, Kylie Bissell, Kristy Blackey-
Taylor, Miguel Briseno, Jeff Calder, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Lorna Elliott,
Anne Emery, Nora Enriquez, Anthony
Fisher, Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley,
Patricia Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Gregory
Ibabao, Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Jim
Kennedy, Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp,
Carol Koupus, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim
M., Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Likewise, thanks be to God for those for
whom prayer has been answered! If you
would like to be removed from the
prayer list with gratitude for answered
prayer, please let Megan know that as
well.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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