
Reading this bulletin in print? Visit www.SantaMariaOrinda.com for a copy with functional links!

For whom the bell tolls

The Catholic Funeral Mass and
prayers for the dead

Pictured: It is a powerful and good thing to

gather together for prayer, no matter the

occasion. This week, Father George asks who a

funeral is for. What were you taught?

The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 13, 2022

A recent article written by Megan in this space, as well as the tradition of
thinking about death and praying for the deceased during November, got
me to thinking.

If I were to assert, "Funerals are for the living," I suspect that many
(most?) people would agree. And they (and I!) would be wrong! Dead
wrong. (Excuse the pun.)

At least from the Church's perspective, a Funeral Mass is primarily for
the deceased - not the living.

If you look through every prayer the Church provides for the funeral of
the deceased, you will find some version or variation of the following:
"Free your servant from all sins, that s/he who believed in you will be
united with you in glory."

In other words, a funeral is the occasion when we have the opportunity,
and frankly the responsibility, to pray for the soul of the deceased. The
Mass is the most perfect and powerful prayer we can offer,
because the redemptive effects of our Lord's once-and-for-all death on
the Cross are made present and real at this moment in time and applied
to the person we are praying for.

So - prayer for the dead is important. Scripture tells us so. "It is a good
and wholesome thing to pray for the dead."

That is not to say that funerals are not also for the living - but even here
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there is something to remember. While a funeral Mass can bring
important consolation to the family and friends of the deceased, a time to
remember and share recollections about the deceased, the primary
purpose for being present at a funeral is to pray for the deceased -
because some of us (most?) are not perfect, and need to be cleansed of
our sins before being worthy to be in the all holy presence of God.

Having Masses said for the deceased is also very important. Frankly, it
is mystifying and sad for me to see how few people at Santa Maria
have Masses said for deceased relatives and friends. Surely I hope
it can't be because we have forgotten them. Or perhaps it is because we
assume they are already in heaven - but that is a presumption none of us
can make. I hope (and pray) no one makes that presumption about me
when I die!

We have an obligation in justice and charity to pray for the dead. Why
would we ever want to deny someone we love such an important
expression of love and care?

And perhaps some day, if we are so blessed, someone will pray for us.

Father George Mockel
Pastor

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, November 13, 2022

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for those who are not
fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

UPDATE: Sponsor a figure for
our new nativity scene!

This year, we are excited to introduce a new
nativity scene for this year's Christmas
crèche! If you are interested, we invite you
to sponsor a figure in memory or in honor of
someone.

Santa Maria has already purchased the Holy
Family, and as of this publishing, King
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Gaspar, the camel, and the donkey have
also been purchased!

However, there are plenty of shepherds, two
Kings, and some sheep available, all ranging
in price from $150 to $450.

A binder with all available figures is
present in the Parish Office. Stop by to
choose, pay, and write out your dedication.
Your name will be put on the bottom of the
figure to be seen only by the Lord and those
who prayerfully arrange our crèche each
year.

Each figure is available on a first-come, first-served basis only.

We STILL need a
bookkeeper!

Question: How many accountants
does it take to screw in a lightbulb?

Answer: How many did it take last year?

If you find this joke funny, we need
you!!

Santa Maria is in need of a part-time bookkeeper, around fifteen
hours per week. The parish bookkeeper is responsible for maintaining the
financial records of the parish by accurately recording the day-to-day
financial transactions. They also provide timely and accurate financial
information to the pastor and finance council, and ensure fiscal
responsibility to parish operations.

Email Mirna or call 925-254-2426 for a detailed job description or more
information!

Service and Outreach

Warm coats and jackets
collection

Social Justice is sponsoring a
COATS AND JACKETS collection
in the months of November and
December to help offset the
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need for children and adults for
the cold months that are already
here.

They will be given to the Oakland
community that the Oakland
Catholic Worker serves. Coats
and jackets are luxury items and
many families in need can't
afford them. The children need
these items now, as they are cold while at school.

We are currently collecting specifically for smaller children and smaller
adults: sizes NEEDED are from 2T to Adult Large.

There is a separate labeled box on the LEFT side of the narthex for
this collection. All donations will be delivered as they are received, before
Christmas. While new is best, clean and gently-used coats and jackets
may be donated as well.

If you have any questions, please email Gail! Thank you in advance for
your generosity.

Food Drive for Saint Mary's
College Gael Pantry: Nov 20

The SMC Mission and Ministry Center
provides nonperishables for their
students with limited means. Here are
the Gael Pantry's current needs:

Canned soups
Canned SPAM
Plastic jar of peanut butter AND jelly or jam
Pasta
Can openers (20-25 needed)
Ketchup

Groceries can be dropped off in the barrel in the narthex, or brought to
the lower parking lot on Sunday, November 20 between 9am and
11am. Invite your friends and neighbors to also donate bags!

We also need volunteers for one collection shift: 9-10am (2 people).
Contact Gail if you can help!

NEW: Will you make lunch
bags in December?

We are looking for a few volunteers
to make 8 bag lunches for the
Oakland Catholic Worker for:
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Wednesday, December 14 - need
1-2 more volunteers

It's kind of fun to set up an assembly
line in your kitchen and fill 8 lunch
bags. The lunches include a sandwich
(of your choice), fruit, something
savory, something sweet and/or
something else that is healthy. An
example is: sandwich, pretzels,
grapes, dried apricots and Oreos. You
can also provide an extra sandwich if you like. It’s helpful if you write the
type of sandwich on the bag.

When you sign up, we’ll provide more details about when and where to
drop off your lunches. This is an ongoing Social Justice project for our
parish. We provide 60 lunches to the Oakland Catholic Worker on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month. For many, this lunch is the only meal they
have all day. Sr. Anne from the Oakland Catholic Worker says that our
lunch program makes a big difference.

Who’s interested in helping? Please contact Gail Gabriel or Janet Riley to
sign up.

Food for Thought
Food for Thought is a selection of articles hand-picked to give you bite-sized

information on important goings-on in the world of the Catholic Church.

NEW: San Francisco
pastor suffered at
hands of pirates

A California Catholic Daily
article

“If I had known what the boat
was like, I would not have
gone,” he said. The threats were constant: waves and weather, capture
and robbery, disease, drowning and despair. The passengers packed into
the boat’s dark and airless hold became violently seasick. “I often thought
of hell,” said Father Thuan, who “prayed constantly.”

Father Thuan said he meditated on scriptural stories of divine deliverance,
like when... read more

Around the Diocese
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Calling all Catholic
women!

You are cordially invited to join
Magnificat for a morning of praise
and inspiration from our speaker,
Mary Johnstone!

November 12, 9am-12:30pm
Concord Plaza
45 John Glenn Drive

Led by the Holy Spirit in her life, after moving across the country, Mary
was led to start the Oakland Diocese chapter of Magnificat, Catholic
Ministry to Women, serve as its Director, and now serve on the Regional
Representative Team.

Join us to hear how the Holy Spirit. moving in her life has led Mary to do
so much more! For more information call Jennifer Rogers at 503-709-
8449.

Good Stewardship

NEW: 2022 Bishop's Appeal Update

We received notice that Santa Maria has reached
85% of our goal in the Bishops Appeal. If we can
collect just another $5,000.00 we will reach
100% of our goal. Last year we reached 100%. In
previous years we exceeded our goal.

Those of you who have not yet made a contribution
please consider doing so here! Don't forget to
credit "Santa Maria, Orinda"!

NEW: Support the Catholic
Campaign for Human

Development on November
20

Next Sunday, our Second Collection is
for the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development.

Watch the video to see what this collection does for our East Bay
community in preparation for the Second Collection!
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October Collection Report

Our Finance Council has determined our
monthly goal for the Sunday Plate. Here is our
total for last month:

Goal: $42,000
Last Month's Total: $45,411

Surplus: $3,411

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving
service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, November 13
8:30am: Richard James Kirby
10:30am: Alfred Ferreira
5:00pm: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, November 14
8:30am: Deceased Benefactors of
the Holy Cross Sisters

Tuesday, November 15
8:30am: Patricia Conners

Wednesday, November 16
8:30am: Anne Duom Bach

Thursday, November 17
8:30am: James Ryan

Friday, November 18
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino

Bulletin Sponsors

Would you like to become a
sponsor for our parish bulletin?

We'll share your advertisement
(like Ana's, above) each week for a
year, and feature your business
three times a year in a larger
column as well!

All advertising proceeds go
directly to Santa Maria.

Contact Megan Arteaga for details
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Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours.

on how you can sponsor us.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Avery Ann, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Patricia
Bartholomeu, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Miguel Briseno, Jeff Calder, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Judy Eben,
Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Matthew
Ennis, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Gregory Ibabao,
Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Likewise, thanks be to God for those for
whom prayer has been answered! If you
would like to be removed from the
prayer list with gratitude for answered
prayer, please let Megan know that as
well.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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