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Giving thanks around our
tables

Make space for Thanksgiving
prayers and blessings around
your holiday table

Pictured: Families often name things they're

grateful for around the Thanksgiving table. To

whom are everyone's thanks and gratitude

directed?

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
November 20, 2022

One year, my family forgot to say grace before our Thanksgiving meal.

I think the issue was that we weren't all sitting together around one table,
because that table was the only space where all the food would fit.
Instead, we'd each grab a plate, fill it up buffet-style, and take it into the
family and living rooms to eat on whatever other horizontal surfaces we
could find. Because there was no grandiose sit-down with a marked pre-
prandial pause, there was no natural space for grace.

I'm a big proponent of intentionally making space for the things that are
important to my life (running, reading, quiet prayer, etc.) rather than
simply hoping they'll naturally happen, so it was particularly irritating to
me once I realized that I'd missed the chance to make space for grace.

So here I am today to help prepare everyone for this coming week
with a Thanksgiving Grace appropriate to whatever kind of
gathering you have - whether it more resembles that of Norman
Rockwell or of Clark Griswold. Make the space for grace this
Thanksgiving.

The Traditional One

Good and gracious God, we give You thanks today, as we do all days, first
and foremost for the gift of creation and the gift of life. We ask You to

bless this food, that it may nourish us and sustain us, and strengthen our
ability to do Your will. We pray in thanksgiving for all the hands involved
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in bringing it to our table. You tell us, Lord, that to whom much is given,
much is expected. May this meal and the fellowship we enjoy not only

serve as clear reminders of Your love of us, but also of Your call for us to
share Your love and to serve our brothers and sisters, especially those

most in need. We ask this as we ask all things, through Christ, Our Lord.
Amen.

The Super Catholic One

God most provident, we join all creation in raising to you a hymn of
thanksgiving through Jesus Christ, your Son. For generation upon

generation, people of this land have sung of your bounty; we too offer
you praise for the rich harvest we have received at your hands. Bless us
and this food that we share with grateful hearts. Continue to make our
land fruitful and let our love for you be seen in our pursuit of peace and

justice and in our generous response to those in need. Praise and glory to
you, Lord God, now and forever. Amen.

The One for Mixed Company

We give thanks to the Creator God, maker of the universe and all the
beauty that lives within it. We give thanks for this meal and for all the
good in our lives. We think of our many brothers and sisters who go

without, each and every day. May this feast compel us to work to better
care for all of those in the world who need our love and generosity the

most. Amen.

The Simple One

Heavenly Father, we gather together today with hearts filled with
gratitude. This meal we share reminds us of the endless blessings You

have bestowed upon us. We pray in thanksgiving not only for this food we
share, but in all the ways You've shown us Your love. In Jesus' name, we

pray. Amen.

Thanks to Hallow and the traditional Catholic Household Blessings and
Prayers book for providing the text of these Thanksgiving blessings. Go
forth, give thanks, and praise the Lord this Thanksgiving! Make
the space for grace!

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the
Universe

Saturday, November 19
4-4:30pm | Confessions in the Church

Sunday, November 20, 2022
8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)
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10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for those who are not
fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

LAST CHANCE: Only a few
figures left for our Nativity

Scene!

So far, we have all 3 kings, a shepherd,
the camel, some sheep, a water bearer,
and more in our new parish nativity scene!

If you are interested, we invite you to
sponsor a figure in memory or in honor
of someone.

As of this writing, we have a few villagers
still available, each at $450.

A binder with all available figures is present in the Parish Office.
Stop by to choose, pay, and write out your dedication. Your name will be
put on the bottom of the figure to be seen only by the Lord and those
who prayerfully arrange our crèche each year.

The last day to sponsor a figure is Tuesday, November 22! Each
figure is available on a first-come, first-served basis only.

NEW: Welcome, Jo Ann!

We are happy to welcome Jo Ann
Bell to our staff here at Santa
Maria as the new Administrative
Assistant!

If you visited us this past week,
you may have met the cheerful Jo
Ann at the front desk while she
trains with Mirna.

Now that Jo Ann is part of our team, our office hours are 9am-4pm.
Hooray!

Mirna will be retiring at the end of the year. Stop by to say hi to Jo Ann

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112022.cfm


and bye to Mirna when you get a moment!

NEW: Thanksgiving Holiday
Hours

The Parish Office will be closed in
observance of the Thanksgiving
holiday on:

Thursday, November 24
Friday, November 25

We will be open the rest of the week and beginning again on November
28 with our NEW office hours of 9am to 4pm!

Prayer and Worship

NEW: Join us for Thanksgiving
Day Mass!

Join us in giving thanks to the Lord with
praise and gratitude in our hearts this
Thanksgiving morning!

Thanksgiving Day Mass
10:00am in the Church

Escape your full house, take a break from the endless cooking, and give
your thanks to the One to whom all thanks is rightfully due!

NEW: 3-Week Advent Faith
Sharing Group

Do you want a way to lean into the quiet
and preparation of Advent?

Join us on Sundays from December 4-18
for a time of reflection and discussion
aided by the wonderful resource Shadow
& Light!

We'll gather in the small room in the back
of the Parish Hall (bring some goodies to
share if you'd like!) after the 10:30am
Mass. No preparation is needed - just
come!



You do NOT need to buy any resources to participate, but if you'd like to
purchase the book to aid your own reflection or to do further Advent
meditations throughout the week, you can find it here.

Service and Outreach

NEW: Warm Coat Drive
already making an impact

Santa Maria's Warm Coat Project has
already made an impact on the
community served by the Oakland
Catholic Worker.

As a reminder, we're collecting sizes
2T to Adult Large - new or gently used
and clean - in the large box in the narthex of the church!

Last week, along with our bagged lunches, Judy Shallat delivered 26
coats you donated! Sister Anne of the OCW sent us this thanks:

"...I forgot to tell you how much we loved and appreciated the coats. We
had a family with three children who have been living in their car come
for help today. They were cold, the children all had coughs and fears (no
COVID!) and your coats were such a tremendous gift for them. They are
now living with us, and we are going to work on a plan to get them
settled and moving forward. ... Know that the great people of Santa Maria
are really a big bright ray of sunshine for all of us."

We already have another 26 coats to deliver - the need is great,
and we will continue this effort through December! Thank you all
for your generosity!

Questions? Contact Gail by email!

THIS SUNDAY: Food Drive for
Saint Mary's College Gael

Pantry: Nov 20

The SMC Mission and Ministry Center
provides nonperishables for their
students with limited means. Here are
the Gael Pantry's current needs:

Canned soups
Canned SPAM
Plastic jar of peanut butter AND jelly or jam
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Pasta
Can openers (20-25 needed)
Ketchup

Groceries can be dropped off in the barrel in the narthex, or brought to
the lower parking lot on Sunday, November 20 between 9am and
11am. Invite your friends and neighbors to also donate bags!

We also need volunteers for one collection shift: 9-10am (2 people).
Contact Gail if you can help!

Searching for an Advent
service day? Make lunch

bags!

We are looking for a few volunteers
to make 8 bag lunches for the
Oakland Catholic Worker for:
Wednesday, December 14 - need
1-2 more volunteers

It's kind of fun to set up an assembly line in your kitchen and fill 8 lunch
bags. The lunches include a sandwich (of your choice), fruit, something
savory, something sweet and/or something else that is healthy. An
example is: sandwich, pretzels, grapes, dried apricots and Oreos. You can
also provide an extra sandwich if you like. It’s helpful if you write the type
of sandwich on the bag.

When you sign up, we’ll provide more details about when and where to
drop off your lunches. This is an ongoing Social Justice project for our
parish. We provide 60 lunches to the Oakland Catholic Worker on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month. For many, this lunch is the only meal they
have all day. Sr. Anne from the Oakland Catholic Worker says that our
lunch program makes a big difference.

Who’s interested in helping? Please contact Gail Gabriel or Janet Riley to
sign up.

Food for Thought
Food for Thought is a selection of articles hand-picked to give you bite-sized

information on important goings-on in the world of the Catholic Church.

NEW: Abortion and the
Midterm Elections

A First Things article by Jonathon Van
Maren
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The voting public can generally be
divided into three key groups:
hardcore pro-lifers, hardcore abortion
supporters, and what strategists refer
to as the “mushy middle”—those who
find the abortion movement's agenda
to be extreme but still support
abortion in certain circumstances. It is
this group that activists on both sides
must persuade, and in direct
democracy referendums, abortion
activists have several significant
advantages.

For one thing, they own the media. In Ireland, it didn’t matter that
multiple investigations established that Savita Halappanavar had not...
read more

NEW: New Catholic med school
draws inspiration from Padre Pio

A Pillar Catholic article by Charlie Camosy

From abortion to assisted suicide to in vitro
fertilization, moral challenges in the field of
medicine abound in the United States.

The Catholic Church proclaims the dignity of every
human life. But protecting that dignity in the
medical field requires doctors who are formed in a
Catholic worldview and morality, says Dr. George
Mychaskiw, II, DO.

Mychaskiw believes the nine Catholic medical schools in existence in the
U.S. fall short in offering that formation. ... read more

San Francisco pastor
suffered at hands of

pirates
A California Catholic Daily
article

“If I had known what the boat
was like, I would not have
gone,” he said. The threats were constant: waves and weather, capture
and robbery, disease, drowning and despair. The passengers packed into
the boat’s dark and airless hold became violently seasick. “I often thought
of hell,” said Father Thuan, who “prayed constantly.”

Father Thuan said he meditated on scriptural stories of divine deliverance,
like when... read more
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Good Stewardship

NEW: Let's get creative with
our giving!

The generosity of so many of you has
been a blessing to Santa Maria parish.
There are several ways to make
contributions to our parish, particularly
as we approach Christmas and the end
of the tax year!

You can save and give at the same time - stocks, bonds, and shares in
mutual funds that have appreciated can be gifted to the parish, and
your tax deduction is for the full market value at the time the credit is
given - not just your original cost for the securities! Contact your financial
advisor for assistance.

2022 Bishop's Appeal Update

We received notice that Santa Maria has reached
85% of our goal in the Bishops Appeal. If we can
collect just another $5,000.00 we will reach
100% of our goal. Last year we reached 100%. In
previous years we exceeded our goal.

Those of you who have not yet made a contribution
please consider doing so here! Don't forget to
credit "Santa Maria, Orinda"!

THIS SUNDAY: Support the
Catholic Campaign for

Human Development on
November 20

Next Sunday, our Second Collection is
for the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development.

Watch the video to see what this collection does for our East Bay
community in preparation for the Second Collection!

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
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supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using
Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, November 20
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: In Thanksgiving by the
Pagaduan-Aquino Family
5:00pm: Ernestine Ottino

Monday, November 21
8:30am: Special Intentions

Tuesday, November 22
8:30am: Patrick Owens

Wednesday, November 23
8:30am: Paul Quoc Bach

Thursday, November 24
10:00am: Intention of the Presider

Friday, November 25
8:30am: Deceased Sisters of the
Holy Cross

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours.

Bulletin Sponsors

Would you like to become a
sponsor for our parish bulletin?

We'll share your advertisement
(like Ana's, above) each week for a
year, and feature your business
three times a year in a larger
column as well!

All advertising proceeds go
directly to Santa Maria.

Contact Megan Arteaga for details
on how you can sponsor us.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Avery Ann, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Patricia
Bartholomeu, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Miguel Briseno, Jeff Calder, Maria
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Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Mirna Wong
Administrative Assistant and Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Judy Eben,
Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Matthew
Ennis, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Gregory Ibabao,
Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Likewise, thanks be to God for those for
whom prayer has been answered! If you
would like to be removed from the
prayer list with gratitude for answered
prayer, please let Megan know that as
well.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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