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Enter the season of preparation

Reflections during the Advent Season guided by visual artwork

Pictured: The Annunciation by Henry Ossawa Tanner (1859-1937)

The First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022

This Advent, we will take time to pause and reflect on the season with the
assistance of a few pieces of artwork I've chosen. I encourage you to
spend time each week with the images and ask what they offer to your
preparation for and understanding of the Incarnation.

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://philamuseum.org/collection/object/104384
https://philamuseum.org/collection/object/104384
https://www.tshoxenreider.com/advent
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/252786/jewish-actor-converts-to-catholicism-the-virgin-mary-is-my-most-beautiful-love
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2022/11/abortion-and-the-midterm-elections
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/new-catholic-med-school-draws-inspiration-from-padre-pio/
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.anazimmank.com


What do you notice about this painting?

Where do your eyes go?

What do you feel when you look at it?

Read through Luke 1:26-38 and reflect: what line do you think inspired
this painting?

What does it teach you about the Incarnation of God?

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The First Sunday of Advent

Saturday, November 26
4-4:30pm | Confessions in the Church

Sunday, November 27, 2022
8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed (available all day)

10:30am | Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church
Read this Sunday's Readings

Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for those who are not
fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

NEW: Stewardship sign-
ups are this Sunday!

This Sunday is our annual
Stewardship Drive, where we invite
you - our parishioners - to
generously share in the ways you
can offer to make God's Church
thrive here at Santa Maria!

Whether your gifts are curiosity (help with K-12 formation groups!), home
decorating (Art and Environment!), organization (help in the Parish
Office!), or something else, we'd love to have your gift of stewardship to
the parish.

Come prepared to sign up during Mass with either with an old-

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?26
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112722.cfm


fashioned paper form, or using a data-enabled mobile device to
sign up online!

Welcome, Jo Ann!

We are happy to welcome Jo Ann
Bell to our staff here at Santa
Maria as the new Administrative
Assistant!

If you visited us this past week,
you may have met the cheerful Jo
Ann at the front desk while she
trains with Mirna.

Now that Jo Ann is part of our team, our office hours are 9am-4pm.
Hooray!

Mirna will be retiring at the end of the year. Stop by to say hi to Jo Ann
and bye to Mirna when you get a moment!

Prayer and Worship

3-Week Advent Faith Sharing
Group

Do you want a way to lean into the quiet
and preparation of Advent?

Join us on Sundays from December 4-
18 for a time of reflection and discussion
aided by the wonderful resource Shadow
& Light!

We'll gather in the small room in the back
of the Parish Hall (bring some goodies to
share if you'd like!) after the 10:30am
Mass. No preparation is needed - just
come!

You do NOT need to buy any resources to participate, but if you'd like to
purchase the book to aid your own reflection or to do further Advent
meditations throughout the week, you can find it here.

Service and Outreach

https://www.tshoxenreider.com/advent


UPDATE: 56 more warm coats
were delivered and we're on

a roll!

"Wow, thank you so much; this is so
generous." Lynn, a new employee at the
Oakland Catholic Worker, was so amazed
to see the many bundles of coats and
jackets (56 this past week alone!) being
delivered.

If you're reading this for the first time, the donated coats are given to the
community that the Oakland Catholic Worker serves. Coats and jackets
are luxury items, and families in need cannot afford them. The children
need these items NOW while they are in school!

We are collecting for children and adults, especially sizes 2T to
Adult Large!

There is a large box on the LEFT side of the Narthex for this collection.
New is best; but gently used and cleaned coats and jackets may be
donated as well.

Questions? Contact Gail by email!

Searching for an Advent
service day? Make lunch

bags!

We are looking for a few volunteers
to make 8 bag lunches for the
Oakland Catholic Worker for:
Wednesday, December 14 - need
1-2 more volunteers

It's kind of fun to set up an assembly line in your kitchen and fill 8 lunch
bags. The lunches include a sandwich (of your choice), fruit, something
savory, something sweet and/or something else that is healthy. An
example is: sandwich, pretzels, grapes, dried apricots and Oreos. You can
also provide an extra sandwich if you like. It’s helpful if you write the type
of sandwich on the bag.

When you sign up, we’ll provide more details about when and where to
drop off your lunches. This is an ongoing Social Justice project for our
parish. We provide 60 lunches to the Oakland Catholic Worker on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month. For many, this lunch is the only meal they
have all day. Sr. Anne from the Oakland Catholic Worker says that our
lunch program makes a big difference.

Who’s interested in helping? Please contact Gail Gabriel or Janet Riley to
sign up.

mailto:Gail.gabriel@gmail.com
mailto:Gail.gabriel@gmail.com
http://bjriley@pacbell.net


Food for Thought
Food for Thought is a selection of articles hand-picked to give you bite-sized

information on important goings-on in the world of the Catholic Church.

NEW: Jewish actor
converts to

Catholicism: the Virgin
Mary 'is my most

beautiful love'
A Catholic News Agency staff
article

The famous Jewish actor and
humorist Gad Elmaleh, beloved
in France, announced his
conversion to the Catholic faith, a process in which he says the Virgin
Mary played a crucial role.

Elmaleh, 51, was the partner of Charlotte Casiraghi, the daughter of
Princess Caroline of Monaco, with whom they have a son named Rafael.
His conversion to Catholicism is depicted in his new film, “Reste un peu,”
(“Stay a while”).

The Jewish actor, who according to the Spanish newspaper El Mundo will
take the name of Jean-Marie when he is baptized, has studied theology in
Paris, and in 2019 he participated in a... read more

Abortion and the Midterm
Elections

A First Things article by Jonathon Van
Maren

The voting public can generally be
divided into three key groups:
hardcore pro-lifers, hardcore abortion
supporters, and what strategists refer
to as the “mushy middle”—those who
find the abortion movement's agenda
to be extreme but still support
abortion in certain circumstances. It is this group that activists on both
sides must persuade, and in direct democracy referendums, abortion
activists have several significant advantages.

For one thing, they own the media. In Ireland, it didn’t matter that
multiple investigations established that Savita Halappanavar had not...
read more

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/252786/jewish-actor-converts-to-catholicism-the-virgin-mary-is-my-most-beautiful-love
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2022/11/abortion-and-the-midterm-elections


New Catholic med school draws
inspiration from Padre Pio

A Pillar Catholic article by Charlie Camosy

From abortion to assisted suicide to in vitro
fertilization, moral challenges in the field of
medicine abound in the United States.

The Catholic Church proclaims the dignity of every
human life. But protecting that dignity in the
medical field requires doctors who are formed in a
Catholic worldview and morality, says Dr. George
Mychaskiw, II, DO.

Mychaskiw believes the nine Catholic medical schools in existence in the
U.S. fall short in offering that formation. ... read more

Around the Diocese

NEW: Women's Advent by
Candlelight at the Church

of the Assumption

Each year, the Church of the
Assumption in San Leandro hosts their
annual Women's Advent by
Candlelight:

Thursday, December 1 at 7pm
Church of the Assumption in the Small Hall
1100 Fulton Avenue, San Leandro

It's a special evening for women to become renewed and refreshed before
the Christmas rush begins. This is an opportunity to relax and refocus on
the season of Advent - a wonderful time of waiting and anticipation. The
program includes uplifting Scripture readings, music, and reflections
focused on the Advent season.

Click here for the flyer!

Good Stewardship

NEW: Did you know real

https://www.pillarcatholic.com/new-catholic-med-school-draws-inspiration-from-padre-pio/
https://assumptionsanleandro-my.sharepoint.com/personal/khodgins_assumptionsanleandro_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fkhodgins%5Fassumptionsanleandro%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FAttachments%2FGold Glitter Festive Christmas Blank Page Border %288%2E5 %C3%97 11 in%29 %281%29%2Epng&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fkhodgins%5Fassumptionsanleandro%5Forg%2FDocuments%2FAttachments&ga=1


estate and personal
property count as

charitable donations?

Both real estate and personal
property qualify as a charitable
donation to the parish!

Consider real estate, antiques,
artwork, coin collections, or other collectibles as donations.
Contact your financial advisor for advice!

The generosity of so many of you has been a blessing to Santa Maria
parish. There are several ways to make contributions to our parish,
particularly as we approach Christmas and the end of the tax year!

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct, our eGiving
service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, November 27
8:30am: Judy Marquis
10:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
5:00pm: Dick Zimmank

Monday, November 28
8:30am: Dong Phan

Tuesday, November 29
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino

Wednesday, November 30
8:30am: Patricia Conners

Thursday, December 1

Bulletin Sponsors

Would you like to become a
sponsor for our parish bulletin?

We'll share your advertisement
(like Ana's, above) each week for a
year, and feature your business
three times a year in a larger

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9


10:00am: Deceased family
members of the Holy Cross Sisters

Friday, December 2
8:30am: All Souls in Purgatory

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours.

column as well!

All advertising proceeds go
directly to Santa Maria.

Contact Megan Arteaga for details
on how you can sponsor us.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Jo Ann Bell
Administrative Assistant
jbell@santamariaorinda.com x301

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Mirna Wong
Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Avery Ann, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Patricia
Bartholomeu, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Miguel Briseno, Jeff Calder, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Judy Eben,
Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Matthew
Ennis, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Gregory Ibabao,
Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Likewise, thanks be to God for those for
whom prayer has been answered! If you
would like to be removed from the
prayer list with gratitude for answered
prayer, please let Megan know that as
well.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/



