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Join Us Year-Round; 
Sunday Mass 

8:30am, also Livestreamed 
10:30am 
5:00pm 

Weekday Mass 
Monday-Friday 

8:30am in the Church 

Confession 
Saturday 4:00-4:30pm in the Church 

or by appointment

Christmas 2022



’Tis the Season 
I’m a sucker for the strong, silent type. 

The strong silent type of church, at least. 
(What were you thinking??) 

One of my favorite things to do, especially 
during the bustle of the Christmas season, is 
to come to our church by myself and sit 
safely and silently with Christ who’s present 
in the tabernacle. It’s even better when it’s 
dark - it’s a privilege of working here that I 
can come late in the evening or at night, 
when the rest of the world is quiet too, and 
contemplate life, give thanks for my family 
and friends, and reflect on whatever’s 
weighing on my heart. 

It makes sense to me that the dark is a 
fruitful place for this kind of prayer. 

The Book of Genesis, the kumulipo 
(Hawaiian creation chant), the season of 

winter, the seeds in the ground, and even 
the turning of each day all tell the same 
truth: out of the darkness comes light, and 
from the light, life. 

The same is true as the season turns from 
Advent to Christmas, and the calendar 
turns from 2022 to 2023: out of the darkness 
comes light, and from the light, life. 

So while ’tis true that ’tis the season to be 
jolly, ’tis also true that ’tis the season for the 
Light to come and bring us new life! 

The Light of Christ is come into the world, 
and in His embrace we find life. 

May the Light pierce the darkness and 
bring you new life this Christmas season. 

Megan Arteaga 

Like this article? Click “Join the Mailing List” 
at www.SantaMariaOrinda.com to receive 
our weekly bulletins!

Welcome to the Church of Santa Maria! 

We are so glad you’re joining us to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord, the 
Incarnation of God, the birth of Emmanuel. God is with us! 

Please find in this Special Edition Christmas Bulletin some inspirational writing for 
the season of Christmas, a beautiful but simple prayer for your Christmas 

dinner, and information on parish activities you can join us for in the new year! 

Wishing you and yours every blessing this Christmas season, 

Father George Mockel, Pastor 
and the Pastoral Team



Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament 

Spend some quiet time in the church in the 
presence of our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament! We have Adoration every First 
Friday of the month from 9am until noon, 
ending with the special Benediction. 

Contact Father George Mockel at 
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com for more 
information or to sign up for a time slot. 

Bible Study 
Do you wish you understood more of the 
Holy Bible, or long to get more out of the 
Sunday readings? Join us on Thursdays 
from 9:30-10:30am in the Parish Office or on 
Zoom for Bible Study, led by Youth Minister 
Megan Arteaga! No preparation is 
necessary; feel free to drop in any week. 

Contact Megan at marteaga@santamaria 
orinda.com for more information. 

Visits to the Homebound 
Are you or is someone you know sick or 
homebound and unable to come to 
church? Let us know! We have Pastoral 
Care Ministers who visit the sick and 
homebound of our parish for Bible 
readings, prayer, and to bring Holy 
Communion. 

Contact Sr. Magdalene at mmnguyen@ 
 

santamariaorinda.com if you would like a 
visit from a Pastoral Care Minister. 

Faith Formation for Students 
Whether you’re in Kindergarten or are in 
your senior year of High School, we’ve got 
a place for you and your people! 

Middle School Youth Group (for 6th-8th 
graders) and K-5 Faith Formation are great 
ways to learn about and practice your 
faith with people your age, and are still 
open for new sign-ups! 

First Eucharist and High School 
Confirmation will begin enrollment in July 
for fall programs. First Eucharist preparation 
begins in 1st grade, and Confirmation in 
9th or 10th grade. 

Contact Sr. Mary Margaret at mmphan@ 
santamariaorinda.com for K-5 Faith 
Formation, and Megan Arteaga at 
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com for 
6th-12th Youth Ministry! 

Feast of Santo Niño 
The Fil-Am (Filipino American) Group of 
Santa Maria will hold its annual celebration 
for the Feast of Santo Niño on January 15, 
2023 with the Holy Mass at 10:30am. A 
reception will follow in the Parish Hall 
afterward - all are invited! 

Email rencarnacion@santamaria 
orinda.com for more information. 



“Mardi Gras” 
Pancake Breakfast 

On Sunday, February 12, our Faith 
Formation families will be hosting a 
Pancake Breakfast in anticipation of Mardi 
Gras! Everyone is welcome in the Parish 
Hall following the 10:30am Mass that 
Sunday. (We know Mardi Gras is the 
following week, but we wanted to avoid 
President’s Weekend!) 

Ash Wednesday 
This year, Ash Wednesday falls on February 
22, 2023. We’ll be celebrating Masses at 

8:30am, 4:30pm, and 7:30pm in the 
church! Join us for the beginning of the 
Lenten season. 

Stations of the Cross 
This Lent, we’ll be offering Stations of the 
Cross every Friday at 9am in the church. 
Join us as we walk through Jesus’ final 
steps before his death in this traditional 
Catholic prayer. Please note, on Good 
Friday, Stations of the Cross will be at 
7:30pm.

Hope of the World; A Christmas Prayer for Dinner 

Beloved Jesus, hope of the world: 

In these days shrouded in darkness, help us to see your light and let it shine, 
shedding light on the path that leads us to enjoy your presence. 

Let the joy of Christmas remain with us always. 

Amen.

Questions? Contact us in the Parish Office! 
Open Monday-Friday 

9am to 4pm on the top level of the parish property 

Email us; of fice@santamariaorinda.com 
Call us; 925-254-2426



Reading this bulletin in print? Visit www.SantaMariaOrinda.com for a copy with functional links!

'Twas the time for a
census

Back by popular demand:
"the Jesus version" of a
popular Christmas poem

Pictured: Angels, shepherds, and kings

alike gather for this merger of heaven

and earth this Christmas

The Nativity of the Lord
December 25, 2022

'Twas the Night Before Christmas (Jesus Version)
by Megan Arteaga

‘Twas the time for a census, and all throughout Rome
All of the families were set to go back to their home.
Their loins were girded, robes tied up with care
To make easy the journey from here to there.

St. Joseph was ready, with his wife, holy Mary
To set out to Bethlehem with the child that she carried.
When the City of David the family did reach,
No rooms could be found, despite Joseph’s beseech.

The baby was born, and was laid in a manger
And soon was surrounded by things even stranger:
The shepherds were out watching o’er their sheep
when an angel appeared interrupting their sleep.

“Do not be afraid,” the angel cried with joy.
“For to us is born a small baby boy!
“The Messiah, the Lord; here with us is God,
“He’s there in a manger,” they spread word abroad.

A heavenly host then sprang up in the sky,
Singing “Glory to God, in the heavens most high!

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/252969/ukrainian-archbishop-appeals-for-release-of-catholic-priests-captured-by-russian-troops
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/253029/former-celtic-who-risked-nba-career-to-speak-out-against-china-receives-human-rights-award
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/253027/ukrainian-diary-jesus-too-was-born-on-a-dark-and-cold-night
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.anazimmank.com


“And peace on the earth, to men of good will,”
And hundreds of prophecies would soon be fulfilled.

But it wasn’t all hope and it wasn’t all glory;
King Herod would soon throw a wrench in the story.
Wise men from the east came to ask for the king,
Myrrh, gold, frankincense were the gifts they would bring.

Herod was scared and called up all the scholars
So they told him what earned all the hoots and the hollers:
A new king of Israel, their nation to guide,
To be all of humanity’s joy and its pride.

So then Herod lied, said he’d go pay his due,
To this small King of Judah, appearing anew.
But the wise men were smart, and heard in their dream
That they shouldn’t return due to Herod’s mean scheme. 

So the baby would live, and would be raised on high,
And for everyone, everywhere, would live and would die.
But though death looked so final, it was not as it seemed:
He died out of love, and our souls he redeemed.

Then he was raised up, as the end of the story
And forever we tell of His mercy and glory.
So to Father and Son and to Spirit we pray
Merry Christmas to all, on this most holy day.

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Nativity of the Lord
Saturday, December 24, 2022

3:00pm | Children's Mass in the Church
5:00pm | Mass in the Church

9:40pm | Christmas Carols in the Church
10:00pm | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed

Sunday, December 25, 2022
8:30am | Mass in the Church

10:30am | Mass in the Church
There is NO 5pm Mass on Christmas Day

Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for those who are not
fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

Parish Office Holiday
Schedule

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live


The Parish Office will be closed on
the following days in observance of
the end-of-year holidays:

Friday, December 23 (Christmas
Eve observed)
Monday, December 26
(Christmas Day observed)
Friday, December 30 (New Year's
Eve observed)
Monday, January 2 (New Year's Day observed)

Please plan your visits to our office during our normal office hours (9am-
4pm) around these holidays!

Prayer and Worship

NEW: Last chances for
Confessions before

Christmas

Wednesday, December 21 and
Thursday, December 22

10:00-11:00am
7:00-7:30pm

Friday, December 23
10:00-11:00am

Please note there will be no Confessions on Saturday, December 24
(Christmas Eve) or Saturday, December 31 (New Year's Eve).

No 5pm Mass on Christmas or
New Year's Day

This year is special - both the Nativity of the
Lord (Christmas) and the Solemnity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God (Jan 1)
both fall on a Sunday!

Because these two Sundays are holidays, we
will ONLY be celebrating the 8:30am and
10:30am Masses on these two days. There
will be NO 5pm Sunday Mass on December 25 or January 1.

Please plan your Sunday worship accordingly - we'll see you then!



Service and Outreach

NEW: A Christmas Message
from Social Justice

This Christmas 2022, we rejoice for the:

673 bags of food, 179 coats and
jackets, 63 bags of
diapers/wipes and 40 bags of
hygiene products, as well as
cash/gift card donations
amounting to $853 that Santa Maria parishioners bought and
donated to the Oakland Catholic Worker, St. Cornelius Parish, St.
Peter Martyr Parish, St. Mary's College Gael Pantry, Birthright of
Concord, and the Dorothy Day House Horizon Shelter during the
year
371 healthy lunches our parishioners made for the community
served by the Oakland Catholic Worker
140 special cards our parishioners wrote to teens in Juvenile Hall
during the year
Virtual tutoring our parishioners have provided in support of Hope
Solutions/Garden Park Apartments during the year
Weekly delivery of the Monday overage of Noah's Bagels to Garden
Park, Lakeside, and additional Hope Solutions after-school programs
since September
Stewardship funds our parish has given to Ukraine Bishops,
Birthright, Missionaries of Charity, Winter Nights, Dorothy Day
House, Cristo Rey, Malta Clinic, St. Mary's Center, and Oakland
Catholic Worker

We rejoice as we see Christ working through our parishioners to help
the least among us during this time of need for so many.

Wishing you many blessings this Christmas,
Janet, Gail, and the Social Justice Team

NEW: Holiday Cards
delivered to Juvenile Hall

Thank you to Diane Arney, Molly
Kerr and daughter, Vicki
Nakamura, Carolyn Parodi,
Marita Platon, Walter Peyton,
Laura Sawczuk, and Judy Shallat
for responding to our call and writing
notes in the holiday cards for the
youth at the Martinez Juvenile Hall.



This is a program Social Justice has been doing twice a year to bring a
smile and the knowledge that the youth are being thought of during the
holidays.

Food for Thought

NEW: Ukrainian archbishop
appeals for release of

Catholic priests captured
by Russian troops

A CNA article by Courtney Mares

“We have received the sad news that
our priests are being tortured without
mercy,” Shevchuk said.

“According to classic Stalinist methods of repression, confessions to
crimes they did not commit are being extracted from them. In fact, our
two heroic pastors are daily threatened under torture with death.” ...read
more

Former Celtic who risked
NBA career to speak out
against China receives
human rights award

A CNA article by Kelsey Wicks

The players association, NBPA, called
me and said, ‘You can never wear
those shoes again.’ They pressured
me so much and I was like, ‘I promise you, I’m not gonna wear ‘Free
Tibet’ shoes ever again.’”

“After the first game, one of the players came to me and said, ‘You know
this is your last year in the NBA, right? Because you talk about China, you
talk about Nike. You’re never going to get another contract, so just have
fun with it. I hope you win a championship, but this is your last
season,’”Freedom said...read more

CNA visited Ukraine before
Christmas. This is what we

found.
A CNA article by Andrea Gagliarducci

The train ride from Poland to the

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/252969/ukrainian-archbishop-appeals-for-release-of-catholic-priests-captured-by-russian-troops
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/253029/former-celtic-who-risked-nba-career-to-speak-out-against-china-receives-human-rights-award


Ukrainian capital tells a double story.
The first is that the people of Ukraine
want to live again, even though the
war is not over, and even though
Russia underlines that the so-called
special military operation will be over.

Second, there is also a world that has
arrived beyond the border of Poland
because it didn’t know what else to
do, not because it wanted to... read more

Good Stewardship

CHALLENGE TIME - Restore
and Renew gifts matched up

to $30,000!

In early 2023, we will be launching the
final stage of our Restore and Renew
project in the church. So far, we have
constructed a new Baptismal Font, built
new Confessionals, added an ambry for
the holy oils and a wood carving of the
Baptism of Jesus, built a new tabernacle, removed asbestos from the
church flooring, painted, and put in new carpet and LVT in the nave and
sanctuary.

This new phase involves the much-needed renovation of the two
sacristies behind the church - and nobody who has seen them would
doubt their need of refurbishment! The ceiling is stained and falling apart
from water damage due to a leaky roof (which has been fixed), the paint
is peeling off the walls, the flooring is scuffed and cracked, and as the
building has settled, cabinets have shifted - not to mention there's
asbestos that needs to be removed here as well.

Thanks be to God, we have a generous donor who will match any
contributions for this final phase of Restore and Renew up to
$30,000! The cost estimate for this phase of Restore and Renew is a little
less than $60,000, so if we reach this goal, we will have covered the total
project cost!

If you would like to donate to Restore and Renew, please speak to
Father George, or simply send a check to "Church of Santa Maria"
with "Restore and Renew" on the memo line, so your gift is credited
appropriately! Speak with Father George as well if you'd like to see the
sacristies and the work that needs to be done.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/253027/ukrainian-diary-jesus-too-was-born-on-a-dark-and-cold-night


How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using
Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 25
8:30am: Nolia Richard
10:30am: Angela Gracias

Monday, December 26
8:30am: Intentions of Anne Marie
Roe

Tuesday, December 27
8:30am: All Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday, December 28
8:30am: Intentions of Patricia Roe

Thursday, December 29
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Friday, December 30
8:30am: Ernestine Ottino

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours.

Bulletin Sponsors

Would you like to become a
sponsor for our parish bulletin?

We'll share your advertisement
(like Ana's, above) each week for a
year, and feature your business
three times a year in a larger
column as well!

All advertising proceeds go
directly to Santa Maria.

Contact Megan Arteaga for details
on how you can sponsor us.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Avery Ann, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Patricia
Bartholomeu, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Miguel Briseno, Jeff Calder, Maria

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9
mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com


Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Jo Ann Bell
Administrative Assistant
jbell@santamariaorinda.com x301

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Mirna Wong
Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Judy Eben,
Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Matthew
Ennis, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Gregory Ibabao,
Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Likewise, thanks be to God for those for
whom prayer has been answered! If you
would like to be removed from the
prayer list with gratitude for answered
prayer, please let Megan know that as
well.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/

