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'Tis the season

Out of the darkness comes
light, and from the light,
life.

Pictured: A boy holds a lantern aloft on a

dark night, illuminating grass, flowers,

and a butterfly in his new line of sight

The Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
January 1, 2023

I’m a sucker for the strong, silent type.

The strong silent type of church, at least. (What were you thinking??)

One of my favorite things to do, especially during the bustle of the
Christmas season, is to come to our church by myself and sit safely and
silently with Christ who’s present in the tabernacle. It’s even better when
it’s dark - it’s a privilege of working here that I can come late in the
evening or at night, when the rest of the world is quiet too, and
contemplate life, give thanks for my family and friends, and reflect on
whatever’s weighing on my heart.

It makes sense to me that the dark is a fruitful place for this kind of
prayer.

The Book of Genesis, the kumulipo (Hawaiian creation chant), the season
of winter, the seeds in the ground, and even the turning of each day all
tell the same truth: out of the darkness comes light, and from the
light, life.

The same is true as the season turns from Advent to Christmas, and the
calendar turns from 2022 to 2023: out of the darkness comes light, and
from the light, life.

So while ’tis true that ’tis the season to be jolly, ’tis also true that ’tis the
season for the Light to come and bring us new life!

The Light of Christ is come into the world, and in His embrace we find life.

https://www.santamariaorinda.com/
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May the Light pierce the darkness and bring you new life this
Christmas season.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

The Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
Sunday, January 1, 2023

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed
10:30am | Mass in the Church

There is NO 5pm Mass on New Year's Day
Click here for the Sunday readings

Please note there are NO Confessions on Saturday, December 31 (New
Year's Eve), and there is NO 5pm Mass on Sunday, January 1 (New Year's

Day).

Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for those who are not
fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

NEW: Thank you!

Thank you to Helena Dietrich,
who directed the choir and the
Mens Latin Schola who provided
such beautiful music for our
Christmas Masses. Thank you to
Megan Arteaga who coordinated
the purchase of our beautiful
Nativity figures and assisted in the construction of the manger
scene. Thank you to those who donated poinsettias and Sister
Magdalene for so beautifully arranging them and the Liturgy
Committee who worked so hard in putting up all the decorations both
inside and outside the church. We are greatly blest to have so many
volunteers who work so hard to enhance our already beautiful church.

Father George

Parish Office Holiday
Schedule

The Parish Office will be closed on
the following days in observance of
the end-of-year holidays:

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010123.cfm


Friday, December 23 (Christmas
Eve observed)
Monday, December 26
(Christmas Day observed)
Friday, December 30 (New Year's
Eve observed)
Monday, January 2 (New Year's
Day observed)

Please plan your visits to our office during our normal office hours (9am-
4pm) around these holidays!

Prayer and Worship

No 5pm Mass on New Year's Day

This year is special - both the Nativity of the
Lord (Christmas) and the Solemnity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God (Jan 1)
both fall on a Sunday!

Because these two Sundays are holidays, we
will ONLY be celebrating the 8:30am and
10:30am Masses on these two days. There
will be NO 5pm Sunday Mass on January
1.

Please plan your Sunday worship accordingly - we'll see you then!

Service and Outreach

A Christmas Message from
Social Justice

This Christmas 2022, we rejoice for the:

673 bags of food, 179 coats and
jackets, 63 bags of
diapers/wipes and 40 bags of
hygiene products, as well as
cash/gift card donations
amounting to $853 that Santa Maria parishioners bought and
donated to the Oakland Catholic Worker, St. Cornelius Parish, St.
Peter Martyr Parish, St. Mary's College Gael Pantry, Birthright of
Concord, and the Dorothy Day House Horizon Shelter during the



year
371 healthy lunches our parishioners made for the community
served by the Oakland Catholic Worker
140 special cards our parishioners wrote to teens in Juvenile Hall
during the year
Virtual tutoring our parishioners have provided in support of Hope
Solutions/Garden Park Apartments during the year
Weekly delivery of the Monday overage of Noah's Bagels to Garden
Park, Lakeside, and additional Hope Solutions after-school programs
since September
Stewardship funds our parish has given to Ukraine Bishops,
Birthright, Missionaries of Charity, Winter Nights, Dorothy Day
House, Cristo Rey, Malta Clinic, St. Mary's Center, and Oakland
Catholic Worker

We rejoice as we see Christ working through our parishioners to help
the least among us during this time of need for so many.

Wishing you many blessings this Christmas,
Janet, Gail, and the Social Justice Team

Holiday Cards delivered to
Juvenile Hall

Thank you to Diane Arney, Molly
Kerr and daughter, Vicki
Nakamura, Carolyn Parodi,
Marita Platon, Walter Peyton,
Laura Sawczuk, and Judy Shallat
for responding to our call and writing
notes in the holiday cards for the
youth at the Martinez Juvenile Hall.

This is a program Social Justice has been doing twice a year to bring a
smile and the knowledge that the youth are being thought of during the
holidays.

Food for Thought

Ukrainian archbishop
appeals for release of

Catholic priests captured
by Russian troops

A CNA article by Courtney Mares

“We have received the sad news that
our priests are being tortured without
mercy,” Shevchuk said.



“According to classic Stalinist methods of repression, confessions to
crimes they did not commit are being extracted from them. In fact, our
two heroic pastors are daily threatened under torture with death.” ...read
more

Good Stewardship

CHALLENGE TIME - Restore
and Renew gifts matched up

to $30,000!

In early 2023, we will be launching the
final stage of our Restore and Renew
project in the church. So far, we have
constructed a new Baptismal Font, built
new Confessionals, added an ambry for
the holy oils and a wood carving of the
Baptism of Jesus, built a new tabernacle, removed asbestos from the
church flooring, painted, and put in new carpet and LVT in the nave and
sanctuary.

This new phase involves the much-needed renovation of the two
sacristies behind the church - and nobody who has seen them would
doubt their need of refurbishment! The ceiling is stained and falling apart
from water damage due to a leaky roof (which has been fixed), the paint
is peeling off the walls, the flooring is scuffed and cracked, and as the
building has settled, cabinets have shifted - not to mention there's
asbestos that needs to be removed here as well.

Thanks be to God, we have a generous donor who will match any
contributions for this final phase of Restore and Renew up to
$30,000! The cost estimate for this phase of Restore and Renew is a little
less than $60,000, so if we reach this goal, we will have covered the total
project cost!

If you would like to donate to Restore and Renew, please speak to
Father George, or simply send a check to "Church of Santa Maria"
with "Restore and Renew" on the memo line, so your gift is credited
appropriately! Speak with Father George as well if you'd like to see the
sacristies and the work that needs to be done.

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/252969/ukrainian-archbishop-appeals-for-release-of-catholic-priests-captured-by-russian-troops


You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using
Faith Direct, our eGiving service, to make your
offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for
recurring giving through Faith Direct to
continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here. Again, we
thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, January 1
8:30am: Ernie Cecaci
10:30am: In Thanksgiving of the
Pagaduan-Aquino Family

Monday, January 2
8:30am: Father Jerrold Kennedy

Tuesday, January 3
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Wednesday, January 4
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Thursday, January 5
8:30am: Richard Twins

Friday, January 6
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours.

Bulletin Sponsors

Would you like to become a
sponsor for our parish bulletin?

We'll share your advertisement
(like Ana's, above) each week for a
year, and feature your business
three times a year in a larger
column as well!

All advertising proceeds go
directly to Santa Maria.

Contact Megan Arteaga for details
on how you can sponsor us.

Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Avery Ann, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Patricia
Bartholomeu, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Miguel Briseno, Jeff Calder, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Judy Eben,
Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Matthew
Ennis, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Gregory Ibabao,

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9
mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com


jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Jo Ann Bell
Administrative Assistant
jbell@santamariaorinda.com x301

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Mirna Wong
Bookkeeper
mwong@santamariaorinda.com x301

Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Likewise, thanks be to God for those for
whom prayer has been answered! If you
would like to be removed from the
prayer list with gratitude for answered
prayer, please let Megan know that as
well.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook

mailto:marteaga@santamariaorinda.com
http://www.santamariaorinda.com/give
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