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In Memoriam

Pope Benedict XVI,
1927-2022

Pictured: Father George stands

next to Pope Benedict XVI while

attending the Ad Limina visit with

then-Bishop Cordileone in Rome

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 8, 2023

The death of Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI is an occasion to give thanks to
God for the gift of this great pope who was called to the Chair of Saint
Peter by God to give strength to the faithful and to lead us by his own
wisdom and learning.

Many have commented and written of the incomparable volume of his
writings, homilies, and addreses that were brilliant, wise, reasoned, and
patient.

These are important qualities, and people will hopefully plumb the depths
of his thought and wisdom and let that wisdom guide the Church -
especially in the next several years, but also for many decades to come.

However, I would add another quality that is all too rare in leaders today
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- and, yes, even among followers. The first time I met Pope Benedict, I
immediately felt that this is a man who exudes humility - quiet humility.
He was neither boisterous nor one who tried to push himself into the
limelight. Rather, his quiet, calm, and unassuming presence brought to
the Church a reassuring strength and confidence that all will come to be
according to God's will and plan.

I worked with a bishop for several years who reminds me of Pope
Benedict. I sat beside or near him in hundreds of meetings and liturgical
functions. I often thought to myself during those times: "He is the
smartest man in this room, and at the same time he is the humblest man
in this room."

My friends, it is all too rare to find both of these qualities in the same
person. All of us ould do well to have an in-depth examination of
conscience to ask ourselves: how are these two qualities woven into the
mosaic of my own life?

Finally, it has been reported that his last words before death were, "Lord,
I love you." Would that those were the last words to cross each of our
lips as we cross the threshold of death into the presence of Jesus the
merciful judge.

Father George Mockel
Pastor

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, January 7, 2023

4-4:30pm | Confessions in the Church

The Epiphany of the Lord
Sunday, January 8, 2023

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed
10:30am | Mass in the Church

5:00pm | Youth Mass in the Church
Click here for the Sunday readings

Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for those who are not
fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

NEW: It's hospitality
Sunday again!

Join us this Sunday for hospitality
in the Parish Hall after the morning

http://www.facebook.com/santamariaorinda/live
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Masses!

We're grateful to be able to spend
this time socializing and meeting
our fellow parishioners. Will you
join us?

Want to help with Hospitality
Sunday? Email Theresa for more
info!

NEW: Thank you,
choirs!

Before the Christmas season
is officially over, I would like
to extend my heartfelt
gratitude to everyone who
sang in each of our
Christmas choirs this year.

Thank you for your time and
effort in making each of our
Christmas celebrations so memorable!

Helena

Thank you!

Thank you to Helena Dietrich,
who directed the choir and the
Mens Latin Schola who provided
such beautiful music for our
Christmas Masses. Thank you to
Megan Arteaga who coordinated
the purchase of our beautiful
Nativity figures and assisted in the construction of the manger
scene. Thank you to those who donated poinsettias and Sister
Magdalene for so beautifully arranging them and the Liturgy
Committee who worked so hard in putting up all the decorations both
inside and outside the church. We are greatly blest to have so many
volunteers who work so hard to enhance our already beautiful church.

Father George

Prayer and Worship
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NEW: Adoration TODAY
from 9am to noon

Today is the First Friday of the
month, and that means it's
Adoration Friday!

Join us from 9am to noon in the
church (following the 8:30am
Mass). Bring the Bible, a favorite prayer book, the Rosary, a journal, or
just yourself and your open heart - Christ is waiting for you there!

Sign up for a specific time slot , or just pop in - you're always welcome.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4fabaa2da6f94-first#/


Service and Outreach

NEW: Warm coats and jackets
final total

A big thank-you to Santa Maria
parishioners for reaching our goal of 200
coats/jackets by the end of 2022!

Sr. Anne of Oakland Catholic Worker
cannot thank you enough for your
commitment to this project that has
brought so much joy and warmth (physical and metaphorical!) to its
recipients.

We have decided to keep the box in the Narthex until the end of
February while the cold weather continues. So - if you or your
neighbors have outgrown coats and jackets that are gently used and
clean, feel free to toss them in the box!

NEW: It's a new year for
our lunch program!

What's on your New Year's
Resolutions list?

We hope you'll add volunteering to
make lunches for the Oakland
Catholic Worker! We're looking for
7 volunteers to make 8 lunches
each for:

Wednesday, January 11
Wednesday, February 8

Lunches (with suggestions) include:
Sandwich or two of your choice
Fruit (grapes, oranges, dried apricots, raisins) or baby carrots
Something savory (pretzels, chips)
Something sweet (Oreos, cookies)
NO BEVERAGES ARE REQUIRED

Please write the type of sandwich on the bag. That's it! When you sign
up, we'll provide more details about when and where to drop off your
liunches.

This is an ongoing Social Justice project for our parish. We provide 60
lunches to the Oakland Catholic Worker on the 2nd Wednesday of every
month. For many, this is the only meal they have all day. Sr. Anne says
that our lunch program makes a big difference.



Contact Gail Gabriel or Janet Riley to sign up!

Food for Thought

NEW: Sanctuary of Our Lady of
Lourdes: Investigating

medically unexplained cures
A 60 Minutes short on YouTube

Bill Whitaker reports on the unexplained
healings that have occurred at the
Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes in the
south of France, and the team of world-renowned doctors and
researchers who investigate the claims of cures. Click here to watch

Good Stewardship

CHALLENGE TIME - Restore
and Renew gifts matched up

to $30,000!

In early 2023, we will be launching the
final stage of our Restore and Renew
project in the church. So far, we have
constructed a new Baptismal Font, built
new Confessionals, added an ambry for
the holy oils and a wood carving of the
Baptism of Jesus, built a new tabernacle, removed asbestos from the
church flooring, painted, and put in new carpet and LVT in the nave and
sanctuary.

This new phase involves the much-needed renovation of the two
sacristies behind the church - and nobody who has seen them would
doubt their need of refurbishment! The ceiling is stained and falling apart
from water damage due to a leaky roof (which has been fixed), the paint
is peeling off the walls, the flooring is scuffed and cracked, and as the
building has settled, cabinets have shifted - not to mention there's
asbestos that needs to be removed here as well.

Thanks be to God, we have a generous donor who will match any
contributions for this final phase of Restore and Renew up to
$30,000! The cost estimate for this phase of Restore and Renew is a little
less than $60,000, so if we reach this goal, we will have covered the total
project cost!
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If you would like to donate to Restore and Renew, please speak to
Father George, or simply send a check to "Church of Santa Maria"
with "Restore and Renew" on the memo line, so your gift is credited
appropriately! Speak with Father George as well if you'd like to see the
sacristies and the work that needs to be done.

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct , our eGiving
service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, January 8
8:30am: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased
10:30am: Marie Armstrong
5:00pm: Intention of the Presider

Monday, January 9
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Tuesday, January 10
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Wednesday, January 11
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Thursday, January 12
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Friday, January 13
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours.

Bulletin Sponsors

Would you like to become a
sponsor for our parish bulletin?

We'll share your advertisement
(like Ana's, above) each week for a
year, and feature your business
three times a year in a larger
column as well!

All advertising proceeds go
directly to Santa Maria.

Contact Megan Arteaga for details
on how you can sponsor us.

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
http://membership.faithdirect.net/enroll/CA891/9
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Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Jo Ann Bell
Administrative Assistant
jbell@santamariaorinda.com x301

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Avery Ann, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Patricia
Bartholomeu, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Miguel Briseno, Jeff Calder, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Judy Eben,
Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Matthew
Ennis, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Gregory Ibabao,
Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Melissa Pearce, Kathleen Pelz,
Ann Powell, Mark Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl
Robinson, Usrula Simmons, Scott Treter,
Steve Turner, Jean Wells, Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Likewise, thanks be to God for those for
whom prayer has been answered! If you
would like to be removed from the
prayer list with gratitude for answered
prayer, please let Megan know that as
well.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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