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"But all I see's
oppression"

The Pro-Life movement
has changed - and the
Walk for Life shows it

Pictured: A preemie baby rests in

an incubator with monitors and

cozy blankets to make sure she

stays healthy

The 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 22, 2023

One of my hula sisters had her first baby last week. It was especially
wonderful because many of us remembered that her first pregnancy
ended with a miscarriage - such a sad loss for her and her husband.

This one was still a scare, though, because (to make a long story short)
her labor was induced about six weeks early - so our newest little hula
dancer weighed only 4 pounds and change.

Due to all the complications, her doctors have been working so hard to
make sure both mother and baby are safe, and as I'm writing this, both
are still in the hospital - she under observation, and he in an incubator in
the NICU. So many people are praying for, working for, and generally
giving support and love to this family, because they realize that this
baby's very tiny life is worth fighting for.

It struck me that all of this happened only a week or two before Walk for
Life - the annual "pro-life," or as many call it now, "life-affirming"
demonstration of support in San Francisco that opposes abortions both
legally and morally. The Pro-Life movement has changed - no longer
debating about "clumps of cells" or when human life really begins, but
rather speaking up in support of justice and human rights - and the Walk
for Life shows it.

I don't know if you've ever been to the Walk for Life - and if you haven't,
I highly recommend you go, just to see what it's like - but two coolest
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things I always notice are first, the joy, and second, the youth. Most of
the attendees are my age or younger - tons of college students, lots of
high schoolers, young families, and other energetic, joyful young people
out to fight for justice for those without a voice. (And you know what
they say - when the youth are on your side, you know the fight's been
won.)

In today's era of outspoken social justice warriors, defenders of equality
for the vulnerable, allies of the downtrodden, and dynamite human rights
activists, young people know that you don't need to step on someone
else to get what you want - and that holds true for very tiny human
lives as well.

As the youth punk band cheekily named the EmbryHoez sings in their
song The Hotties Will Dismantle Roe: "They say it's empowerment / They
say it's women's rights / But all I see's oppression / And might makes
right."

Join the winning side and affirm life - join us for Walk for Life this
weekend.

Participants should meet at 10:30am sharp at Orinda BART, ready with a
Clipper Card loaded with at least $10.10 in round-trip fare. Details below.

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Weekend Worship Opportunities

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, January 21, 2023

4-4:30pm | Confessions in the Church
Please note: Confessions will be cancelled on Saturday, January 21

because of the Walk for Life West Coast.

The 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, January 22, 2023

8:30am | Mass in the Church; also Livestreamed
10:30am | Mass in the Church

5:00pm | Youth Mass in the Church
Click here for the Sunday readings

Masks covering the nose and mouth are required for those who are not
fully vaccinated, and are optional for those who are fully vaccinated.

Parish Life

TOMORROW: Walk
for Life is Jan 21 -
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join us!

The annual Walk for Life
West Coast will be at Civic
Center Plaza on Saturday,
January 21!

Join us to learn about, hear
witnesses for, and walk in
support of life - from
conception to natural death.

Join us at 10:30am
SHARP at the Orinda
BART station - and have
your Clipper Card ready with at least $10.10 in round-trip fare!

We'll participate in about half of the Rally, then do the Walk, ending at
the Embarcadero Station before returning to Orinda.

We suggest coming prepared with:
Clipper Card with at least $10.10 fare on it
Water bottle
Layers (it can be windy and cold, or sunny and warm!)
Walking shoes
Portable snacks like snack bars, nuts, or snack packs
Sunscreen

Please note: Confessions will be cancelled on Saturday, January 21.

Service and Outreach

THIS SUNDAY: St. Cornelius
Food Drive

Our next Food Drive is on Sunday,
January 22 with the groceries going to
St. Cornelius in Richmond. Hopefully,
you've shopped early and saved on the
cost of needed items:

Canned tomatoes/sauce
Canned protein (tuna, chicken,
beef, SPAM, chili, beans)
Canned veggies/fruit
Canned soup
Plastic bottle of cooking oil
Flour/beans/rice/pasta
Plastic jar of peanut butter/jelly
Cereal



ONE MORE volunteer is needed on January 22 for the 9:00-
10:00am shift!

Please RSVP if you can help!

Food for Thought

NEW: Two
comparatively quiet

deaths key to a
deafening Catholic

story
A Crux article by John Allen,
Jr.

...In that sense, perhaps the
comparatively quiet deaths of
Conte and Guidolin are actually the key to a deafening Catholic story,
which is the informal, and wildly diverse, “mission of hope and charity”
which untold legions of believers carry forward every day, far away from
the public narrative about Catholicism, but arguably forming... read more

NEW: 'To Offer a
Vision of Hope':

Previewing Walk for
Life West Coast 2023
A National Catholic Register
article by Joseph Pronechen

A coast away from the Jan.
20 March for Life in
Washington, D.C., and a day
later, the annual Walk for Life
West Coast, a major
companion rally, will be held in San Francisco. 
Organizers look forward to drawing tens of thousands of marchers, as
was typical before the pandemic, for this year’s 19th-annual walk on Jan.
21.

“Last year we were still coming out of the pandemic, and we only had
about 15,000 people,” Eva Muntean, co-chair of Walk for Life West Coast,
told the Register. “We expect to see our regular cohort of young people
from all over, people from every race, creed and age, all united by the...
read more
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NEW: Nigerian priest Fr.
Isaac Achi killed in

Sunday attack
A The Pillar article by Fr. Justine
John Dyikuk

A Nigerian parish priest was shot
dead early Sunday morning, before
suspected terrorists set fire to the
priest’s rectory, with his body
burning inside. A second priest
assigned to the parish was shot in
the shoulder as he fled the violence – his account of the violence has
been shared with The Pillar.

The slain priest, Fr. Isaac Achi, was killed shortly after 3 a.m. Jan. 15,
when “armed bandits invaded the... read more

Good Stewardship

CHALLENGE TIME - Restore
and Renew gifts matched up

to $30,000!

In early 2023, we will be launching the
final stage of our Restore and Renew
project in the church. So far, we have
constructed a new Baptismal Font, built
new Confessionals, added an ambry for
the holy oils and a wood carving of the
Baptism of Jesus, built a new tabernacle, removed asbestos from the
church flooring, painted, and put in new carpet and LVT in the nave and
sanctuary.

This new phase involves the much-needed renovation of the two
sacristies behind the church - and nobody who has seen them would
doubt their need of refurbishment! The ceiling is stained and falling apart
from water damage due to a leaky roof (which has been fixed), the paint
is peeling off the walls, the flooring is scuffed and cracked, and as the
building has settled, cabinets have shifted - not to mention there's
asbestos that needs to be removed here as well.

Thanks be to God, we have a generous donor who will match any
contributions for this final phase of Restore and Renew up to
$30,000! The cost estimate for this phase of Restore and Renew is a little
less than $60,000, so if we reach this goal, we will have covered the total
project cost!

https://www.pillarcatholic.com/nigerian-priest-killed-in-sunday-attack-another-in-critical-condition/


If you would like to donate to Restore and Renew, please speak to
Father George, or simply send a check to "Church of Santa Maria"
with "Restore and Renew" on the memo line, so your gift is credited
appropriately! Speak with Father George as well if you'd like to see the
sacristies and the work that needs to be done.

How can I support Santa Maria?

Thank you so much for thinking about us and
supporting our parish! We are greatly
appreciative of any help you can provide.

You may drop your collection in the offertory
baskets at Masses, mail a check to the Parish
Office (40 Santa Maria Way, Orinda CA
94563), or make a one-time donation using Faith Direct , our eGiving
service, to make your offering.

If you would like, you can also sign up for recurring giving through Faith
Direct to continue to give to the Sunday plate even if you aren't here.
Again, we thank you for your planning and your generosity!

Mass Intentions

Sunday, January 22
8:30am: Eileen Vohs
10:30am: Alfred Ferreira
5:00pm: Parishioners of Santa
Maria, Living and Deceased

Monday, January 23
8:30am: Gloria Araneda

Tuesday, January 24
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Wednesday, January 25
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Thursday, January 26
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Friday, January 27
8:30am: Intention of the Presider

Mass Intentions are a beautiful way of
praying for your intentions or for the
souls of our deceased loved ones. To
request a Mass Intention, please visit

the office during Office Hours.

Bulletin Sponsors

Would you like to become a
sponsor for our parish bulletin?

We'll share your advertisement
(like Ana's, above) each week for a
year, and feature your business
three times a year in a larger
column as well!

All advertising proceeds go
directly to Santa Maria.

Contact Megan Arteaga for details
on how you can sponsor us.

http://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA891/27771
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Pastoral Team

Reverend George Mockel
Pastor
gmockel@santamariaorinda.com

Deacon Rey Encarnacion
rencarnacion@santamariaorinda.com
x301

Deacon James Pearce
jpearce@santamariaorinda.com x301

Megan Arteaga
Youth Ministry (Grades 6-12),
Communications, and CYO
marteaga@santamariaorinda.com x308

Jo Ann Bell
Administrative Assistant
jbell@santamariaorinda.com x301

Helena Dietrich
Music Ministry
hdietrich@santamariaorinda.com x307

Sister Mary Magdalene Nguyen, LHC
Pastoral Care of the Sick
mmnguyen@santamariaorinda.com x309

Sister Mary Margaret Phan, LHC
Faith Formation (Grades K-5)
mmphan@santamariaorinda.com x306

Prayer Intentions
For the Sick:
Mary Beth Alban, Avery Ann, Joan
Artmann, Shoaib Aryan, Patricia
Bartholomeu, Kristy Blackey-Taylor,
Miguel Briseno, Jeff Calder, Maria
Carmen, Fred Chavaria, Judy Eben,
Lorna Elliott, Anne Emery, Matthew
Ennis, Nora Enriquez, Anthony Fisher,
Emidio Fonseca, Liam Foley, Patricia
Fox, Bridget Gallagher, Gregory Ibabao,
Brian Kelly, Mason Kelly, Jim Kennedy,
Jerry Kirk, Lawrence Knapp, Carol
Koupus, Rose Mary McPhee, Jim M.,
Maria Elsa Moya, Robert Nick, Chase
O'Keefe, Arsi Orihuella, Deacon Jim
Pearce, Kathleen Pelz, Ann Powell, Mark
Ricci, Ben Richey, Carl Robinson, Usrula
Simmons, Steve Turner, Jean Wells,
Faye Young

Would you like to add yourself or
someone else to the prayer list? Please
ensure you have their permission, then
contact Megan in the Parish Office.

Likewise, thanks be to God for those for
whom prayer has been answered! If you
would like to be removed from the
prayer list with gratitude for answered
prayer, please let Megan know that as
well.

Support Santa
Maria

Like us on
Facebook
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